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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

Hit Excellency the Right Hou’hle Sir John Andkhson, p.c., u.c.b., 
g.c.i.e. 

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. 

. • 

(7) The Hon'ble Mr. A mi l Kaskm Fa/lcl Hry in charge of the 
Education Department; 

•( 2 ) The Hon hie Mr Xtii.iM Ranjan Saukkh in charge of the 
, Finance Department. 

(3) The Hon’ble Khwajn Sir Nazimcwjin, k.c.i.e., in charge of 

* the Hp<ne Department. 

(4) The lion 'Me Sir Bu<u*Pimsai> Sjnuh Hoy, kt., in charge of 

the Revenue Department* 

(J) The Hon’ble JLuwah Khwa^a IlAiuiufj.AH Bahadur, of Dacca, 
in cli%rge of tlie Department of Agriculture and Industrie*. 

\ * 

(6) The g on ’lde Maharaja Sris fitANDHA N \ndy, of Kanirnbasar, 

in charge of the Department* of Communications and Work*. 

• • 

(7) The Hon’hle Mr. IIi*m\n Siiahked Suhiuuaiu>y in charge of 

% the Department of Commerce and Lalhour. 

(8) The Hon'ble Nanai* Mi sjiakrc h Hosnu.v, Khan Bahadur, in 

charge of the Judic ial and Legislative Departments. 

(9) Tire Hon*ble Mr. Sym> N.^siik it Am in charge of* the Depart- 

ment of Public Health and Local Self-Gowrnment. 

(j W) The Hon’ble Mr. Ph as anna *Df.b Kaikut in charge of the 
Forest and Excise Department. 

% 

(IT )' The Hon’ble fir. Mckcnoa Bkh*ky Mi; click in charge cf the* 
Co-operative 4 redit and Rural Indebtedness Departments. 




GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS ol 'JJHE *BEtGAL LEGISLATIVE 
^SSEMBLT 

Mr. Speaker. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizui. Haqde, c.i.e.. 

Deputy Speaker. 

Mr, If.^A8HHAFALI. 

Secretary to Assembly. 

''ilr. K. Ali Afzal, Bftrrister-at-Hw. 

Assistant Secretary to Assembly (omi.). 

ft 


Mr. K. C. Ghosh. 




BENGAL LBGISLATIVE^ASSEMBLY 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

^Jlbdul Aziz, Maulana Md. [Narayangnnj East (Muhammadun).] 

Abdul Bari, Maulvi. ( Berhampore (Muhammadan).] 
e Abdul Hafee/, Khan Bahadur Syed. [Dacca Central (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Hafiz? Mr. Mirza. [Tungail West (Muhammadan^ 

Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr. | Kurijmim South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr. [Khulna^Muhammadan). ] 

Abdul Hakim, Xlaujvi. | M ymenaingh West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr. Md. [Munshiganj (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. [Palma West (Muhammadan).) 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. [Kishoreganj North (Muhammadan).^**' 
Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. (I)inajpur Central East (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Jabbar lidlwan, Mr. Md. (Jajpalpur Noi#h (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Kader, Mr. | Patuakh^li South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Karim, Mr. [Jatnalpur rum Mu^agacha (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul I^atif Biswas, Maulvi. [Mttnikgiinj West (Muhammadan).] 
•Abdul Majid, Maulvi. | Mymensingh North (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Majid, ^Mr. SVed. (Noaklmli South (Muhammadan).] 

Aibdul Waha/b Khan, ijr. [Bak&rganj West (Muhammadan).] 

AbHul Wahad, Maulvi. ( Mymensinjjh East (Muhammadan).] 
Abdulla-Al l^ahmood, Mr. [Sernjgar^ North (Muhammadan).] 

^bdur •Rahman, # Khan Bahadur A. F. M. [24-Parganus North-East 
(Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. (Muslim Chamber of Commerce.) 

Albdui* Rash eed, Maulvi Md. [ Birhhum (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Raschid Mahmoud, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi S. [Howrah (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Rauf, Mr. Shah. [Rangpur South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Raazak, Maulvi. [Feni (Muhammadan).] 

Abdus Shaheed, Maulvi Md. | Ultra North Central (Muhammadan),] 
Abidur Reaa Cbowdhury, Khaft*Bahadur. fChanflpur WesJ (Muhan^ ' 

, madan).] * • 

Abu Hosaain Sarkar, Maulvi, [Gaibandha North (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Fail, Mr. Muhammad. [Jfadaripur West? (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Haahim, Maulvi [Burdwan (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Hosain, Mr. Ahtged. [Netrokona North (Muhamnladqp}.] 

Abul QuMmt Maulvi. [HoogMy (Muhammadan).]* * * * * 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Acharyya Choiulhury, Maharaja SashilKanta, of Mtiktagacha, Myjnen- 
singh. (Dacca Landholder!#) 

Aftab Ali, Mr. (Water Transport Trade JJnion.) 

Aftab Hossain Joardar, Maulvi. [Nadia East (Muhamma^n).] 

Ahmed Ali, Khan Sahib Maulana, Enayetpuri. [Jhenidah (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ahmed Ali Mridha, Maulvi. [Goalundo (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Hosain, Mr. [/laibandha Soifth (Muhamma*dan).] 

Ahmed Kabir Choudhury, Maulvi. [Chittagong South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan).] 
Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. [Midnapore (Muhammadan).] 
Aminullah^ Maulvi. [Noakhali Central (Muhammadan), j 
Amir Ali, Md., Mia. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Armstrong, Mr^W. L. [Burdwan ^'vision (European).] 

Ashraf Ali, Mr. M. [Nator (Muhammadan).] * 

Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera Central (Muhammadan). ] 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Maulvi. (Manikganj East (Muhammadan).] 
Azahar Ali, Maulvi. [Pabna East (Muhammadan).] 

^"Asfizul Haque, the Hon ’foie Khan Bahadur M., c.i.e. [Nadia West 
(Muhammadan).] 


B 1 

« 

’ rjee, Dr. Suresh Chandra. [Calcutta and Suburbs (Registered 

Factories).] 

rjee, Mr. P. [24-Parganas North-West (General^.] 

•rjee, Mr. Pramathu Nath. [Burdwan North-West (General). ^ 
ijee, Mr. Sihnath. ( Howrtfh (Registered Factories), ] 

■rji, Mr. Satya Priya. [Rnjshahi (General).] 

•erjee, Mr. Monoranjan. [Dacca East (General).] 

* 'Tman, Mr. H. C. (Indian Tea Association.) 

•» Ali, Mr. Mohammad. [Serajganj Centra] (Muhammadan^.) 
a, Babu Premhari. [ Dinajpur 1(General).] 
a, Mr. Puspajit. [Rangpur (General).] 

-an, Babu Shyma Prosad. [Dinajpur (General).] 
an, Babu Upendra Nath. ( Jalpaiguri cum Siligari (General).] 
Babu datindra Nath. [Calcutya North (General).] 

. Mr. SanWi Jvwniar. [Calcutta East (General).] 

-mik,*l)r. Gobindra Chandr^. [Midnapore East (General). ] ( 

..s, Babu Lakshrai Narayan. [N^dia (General).] 

*S Mr. Rasik L^l. [Jessore (General).] 

Mr, Surendra Nath. [Faridpur (General).] * 

Mr. Sarat Chandra. [Calcutta South (General).] 

; mVJIs. F.,C. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 
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Campbell, Sir George, Kf. * [Calcutta aiR9 Suburbs (European).] 
Chakrabafty, Babu Narendra Narayau. [Bogra cum Pabna (General).] 
Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. [Rangpur (General).] 
Cbattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. [Nadia (General).] 

■* Chaudhuri, Rai flarendra Natla [24-Parganas Municipal (General).] 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Clark, Mr. I. A. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Co oper, }f r - C. G. (Indian Jute Mills Associations.) 

""TJrosfield, Mr. L. M. [Chittagong Division (European).] 

D 

Das, Babu Mahim Chandra. ^dWiittagong (Geueral).^ 

Das, Babu Radha Nath. [Hf»oghly North-East (General).] 

D%s. Mr. Anukul rtiandra. 9 [24-Parganas North-East (General).] 

Das. Mr. Kiri t Bhusan. [Mursbidabad (General).'] 

Das, Mr. Monomohan. (Mymensiugh East (General).] 

•Das*. Babu Debend ra Nath. [ Birbhum (General).] 

Das^ Gupta, Pabu Khagendra Nath. | Jnlpygurt nun Siliguri 
(General). | # # 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Calcutta Central (General).] 

Das Gupta, Mr. Narendra Nath. • [Baklrganj South-West (General).] 
Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. (Tippera (General).] 

Dolui, Mr. Hareudr^. [Jhargraui rum Ghatal (General). | 

Dutt. Mr. Sultymar. ( Hooghly* South-West (General).] 

D^tta Gupta, Miss Mfc*a. [Caleutta General (Women).] 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharendua (Barrackpore Registered Fac- 
, torie^J m 

E 

EdW, Mr. Upendranath. [Bakarganj South-West (General).] 
Emdadul Haque, Kazi. [Kurigram North (Muhammadan).] 

F 

• 

Farhad Rasa Chowdhury, Mr. It. [Jaugipur (Muhainn5#dan).] 
Farhut Bano Khanam, Begum. [Dacca (MuhanAifclan).] ^ 

Farpqui, Nawab Sir Mohiuddin, k*, of Ratanpur. [Tippera North 
(Muhammadan). ] 

Fazlul Huq, the Hon’ble Mr. # A. K. [Patunlchali North (Muhnixt- 
. mad an).*] ♦ 

Fazlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Chittagong Nofth-Welt 
(Muhammadan)*] 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OP MEMBERS. 


Faxlur Rahaman, Mr. [Jamglpur Eatt (Muhammadan).] # 

Fazlur Rahman, Muktea* Mr. [Dacca University (Muhammadan).] 
Ferguson, Mr. R. H. [Ra^shahi Divisicyi (European).] 


Q 

Gammeter, Mr. K. 0. (Calcutta Trad%» Association, k, 

Ghose, Balm Atul Kriffhna. [Jessore (General).] 

Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Jamalpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Giasuddin Ahmed Chowdhury, Mr. [Madaripur East (Muham- 
madan).] “ " 

Golum Sarwar Hosaini, Mr. Shah Syed. [ Ramganj f cum Raipur* 
(Mulfcmmndan).] • • 

Gomes, Mr. S. A. [Dacca Division (Indian Christian).] 

Goswaini, Mr. Tulsi Chandra. [Buff* van Division North Municipal 
(General).] v 

Griffiths, Mr. C. (Anglo-Indian.) * * 

Gupta, Mr. .logesh Chandra. [Calcutta South Central (General).] 
^upta, Mr, J. N. [Railway Trade Union (Labour).] 

Gurung, Mr. Dainher Singh. [Darjeeling (General).] 


•h , 

• 

II..: l.dlah, the Hon’lhle K., Nawah Bahadur of Dacca. .[Dacca 
Municipal (Muhammadan).] * 

<: >»lin Chowdhury, Maulvi. |>Thakurgaon '(Muhammadan).] 

. Jt! in Ahmad, Khan Sahib.* [ Kishor^ganj Tftast (Muham- 
madan).] f * 

!!. »u, Mr. K. A. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syed. [Tangail North (Muhammadan).], 
:: '/ainan, Maulvi Md. [Tippera South (Muhammadan).] 

: Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur, [llakarganj North iMuham- 

•adan).] • 

Murshed, Mrs. [Calcutta (Muhammadan) Women.] 

*ly Ja^nadar, Khan Sahib. [Pirojpur South (Muhammadan).] 
<d, Mr. Rogers. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

■ * ■ . Mr, David. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.)* 

Mgka^Mr. Prahhudayai. [CWcutta West (General).] . 

Mr. M. M. <?. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

- « • 


.mad Mia, Mr. [Malda South (Muhammadan).] 

M.«A. H. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 
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Jalaluddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. [Caw’s Bazar (Muhammadan).] 
Jalaluddiff Hashemy, Mr. Syed. [Satkhira (Muhammadan).] 
Jasimuddin Ahmed, Mr. [24-Parganas South (Muhammadan).] 
Jonab Ali Majumdar. Maulvi. [Chandpur East (Muhammadan).] 

K 

fobiruddin Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Netrokona South (Muham- 
madan).] 

" Kazem Ali Mirza. Sahihzada Kawwn Jah Syed. [Murshi^had South- 
* West (Muhammadan).] • 

Khaitan, Mr. Debi Prosad. (Lidian Chamber of Cojnmerre.) 

Khan, Mr. Defcendra Lull. yffidnajK)re Central (General).] 

Kumar, Mr. Atul dDhandray [ Malda (General), j 
Kuudu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. [Dinajpur ((teneral ».] 

M 

Madauchlan, Mr. C. S. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 
Mafizuddin Ahmed, I)r. [B^?ra North % (Muhammndan).] 

Mafizuddin Cboudhury, Maulvi. # [Bulurghut (Muhammadan).] 

► Maguire, Mr. L. T. ( Anglo-Indian.) 

Mahtab, Mah^rajkuwar Udav Cltgiid. [Burdwun (Vntral (General).] 
Mahtahuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. [Dinajpur (Vntral West 
(Muhammadan )f) 

Haiti, Mr. *£ikunja Behari. [ Midifiumre South-East ((teneral).] 
‘Muitra, Mr. Surendra Mohan. [ North Bengal Municipal (Geneial,). ] 
Maji, Mr. Adwaitu Kumar. [Burdwun Central (General;. | 
Majumdar, Mrs. Hernapro^u. (Dacca (General — Women).] 

Mafcitfndar, Mr. Birendra Nath. [East Bengal Municipal (General).] 
Mai, Mr. I swar . Chandra. (Midnapoie South-West (General).] 
Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. [ Mymensingh West (Geuerul).] 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. [Burdwun North-West ((General).] 
Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. (Faridpur (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. UTippero (General).] • 

Mandal, Mr. Jogendra Nath* [Bakarganj NoriA-Kast (General).] 
Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. (Midnapore Central (General).] 
Maniru^din, Akhand, Maulvi. [Rajshebi North ( Muhammadan).] 
Maniruezaman Islaranbadi, Maulana Md. [Chittagong South Central 
.(Muhammadan).} 

Maqbul Hosain, Mr. [Tippera North-East (Muhammadan). ] # ; 

Masud AH Khan PanXi, Maulvi. [Tangail South (Mubam|ia4an).} 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Miles, Mr. C. W. (Indian Tea Association.) * 

Millar, Mr. C. [Calcutta and Subhrbs (European).] 

Milne-Robertson, Mr. C. E^L. (Bengal jDhamber of Commerce.) 
Mobammed All, Khan Bahadur. [Bogra West (Muhammadan).] 
Mohsin Ali , Mr. Md. [Meherpur (Muhammadan).] 

Mookerjee, Mr. Symaprosad. (Calcutta University.) 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. [Presidency Division (European).] 

Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvi. [RujshShi Central (Muhammadan).] 
Mozaminel Huq, Maulvi Md. [Bhola North (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad ALsttl, Khan Sahib, Maulvi Syed. [Pirojpur North 
(Muhammadan). ] 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. [Noakhali North (Muhaipmadan).] 
Muhtimmat^ Ishaque, Maulvi. [Bogra South (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. [Kishoreganj South (Muhammadan ».] 


Muhammad Siddique, Dr. Sycd. [Epukura (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Solaimnn, Mr. [Barraekfta^e Municipal (Muhammadan).] 
Mukerji, Mr. Dhirendra Narayan. (Rodvrhly North-East.) 

Mukherjeo, Mr. B. [Colliery (Coal Minis) (Labour).] 

Mukherji, Dr. H. C. [Calcutta rum Presidency Division (Indian 
* Christian).] 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chumlru. [Birbhum (General).] 

Mullick, the II on ’him Mr. Muki^mlu Behari. [Khulna (General).] 
Mullick, Mr. Putin Behary. [Howrah ^ieneral).] 

Mul!..k. Sri jut Ashutosh. [JJankura A\ est (General).] 

M r ruf Hossain, the Hon ’hie NiAvab, Khan Bahadur. [Jalpaiguri 

• ///// Darjeeling (Muhammadan).] 

M iswal llaque. Mr. Syed. [JBagerhut ( Muhamtiyidan ) . | 

*L * Ali Dewun Sahib, Mr. f^Brahmanibaria North (Muham- 
madan).] * 


n 

the Hon’tde Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Kasimbaz&r. 

. rsideney Landholders.) • 

ah, jfawabsada K. [Brahmiabaria South (Muhammadan).] 
Mr. Hem t Ohandra. [24-Pargafias South-East (Genera)).] 

Ali, the Hon’lde Mr. Syld. | Jessore Sadar (Muhammadan).] 
•din, the Hon’lde Khawaja Sir, K.C.I.E. [Calcutta North 
hammadan).] • , 

Mr. T. B. (Indian Jute Mills Associati&h.) 

-in, Mr. K. [Hooghlv <wm Howra^j Municipal (Muham- 
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Pain, Mr. Barada • Prosanna. • [Ilooghly cum Howimh 
Municipal (General).] 

Patton, Mr. W. C. [Darjeeling (European).] 

Paul, Sir Hari Sankar, Kt. (Bengal National Chamber of Com* 
merce.) # # 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. [Malda (General).] 


R 


Rahman, Khan Bahadur L. (Rajshahi Central (Muham- 
madan).]* f 

. Raikat, The lloH’ble M r.p’ rusunnu Deb. [Julpaigun cum Siliguri 
(General).] 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. [Bogra East (Muhammadan).] 
Ramisuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tfppera West (Muhammadan).] 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Birendra Kishore. JMyfnensingh Eaat 
(General).] # 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. [Dacca South Central (Muham- 
madan). j 9 • 

Ross, Mr. J. B. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Roy, Babu Patiram. [Khulna (General*, j 

Roy, the • Hon 'file Sir Byo£ Prasad Singh, Kt. (Burdwan 
Landholders.) m 

% Roy, Kflniur Shib Shckhareswai . # (Ilujshahi Landholders.) 

Roy, M£*Charu Chandra. f Myinrnsingh West (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. [Dacca East (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishm^ [Bankura East (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kirau Sankar. [Dacca West (General).] 

Mr. Kishori Pati. [Jhargram cum Ghatai (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. [Howrah (General).] 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.) 


Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. [Bakarganj South 9 (Muhammadan).] 
Safiruddin khmeS, Haji. [Rangpur North (Muhammadan).] 
Salim, Mr. S. A. # [Narayanganj North (MuhAmmadpnJJj # 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Sanaullah, Al-Haj Maulana Dr. ^Chittagong I^orth-East (Muham. 

madan).] * f, ‘ 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. [Presidency Division Municipal 
(General).] * # 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekbar. [Murshidabad (General).] 

Sarker, Babu Madhusudan. [Bogra cum Pabna (General).] 

Sarker, the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan. (Bengal National Cham- 
ber of Commerce.) • * 

Sassoon, Mr. R. M.*( Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Sen, Balm Nagendra Nath. [Khulna (General).] 

Sen, Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra. [24-Pargunaa South-East 
(General).] 

Serajul Islam, Mr. [Bongaon (Muhammadan).] » t 

Shahaliftiddin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. [Narayanganj Soith (Myham- 
nindan). ] 

Shahedali, 4Ir. [ Matlablhazar (Sfuhammadan).] 

Shamsuddin Ahmed. Mr. M. [KusViia (Muhammadan).] 
Shamsuddin Ahmed Khnndkar. Mr. \Gop»lgatj (Muhammadan ).] 
Shamsul Iluda, MiMilna. [Mvmensingh South (Muhammadan).] 

% Singh a Babu Kshetra Nath. [Rangpur (General).] 

Sinlia, Sri jut Manindra Bhusan. [Bankura West (General).] ; 
Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. [Bengal Dooars (Western) ♦ Tea 
Garden Labour.] % 

Steven, Mr. .1. W. R. [Dacca (Euqppean).] 
uhruwardy, the lion 'hi* Mr. f H. S. [24-Parganas Municipal 
• Muhammadan). | 

... Mr. Harendra Kumar. [Noakhali (General).] 


T 

..lizuddiu Khan, Maulri. [Faridp^r West (Muhammadan).] 
•’Uriah, Rai Bahadur Moongtu Lall. (Marwari Association.) 
...kur, Mr. Promatha Ranjan. [Faridpur (General).] • 

• d Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. [Bhola South (Muhaa- 

• adan^.] 


W * 

•tur Rahman. Maulvi. [Jessore East (Muhammadan).] 
Iker, Mr. .T. R. [Hooghlv cufh Howrah (Eur<jpean).] 
t, Mrs, Ellen. [Anglo-Indian (Women)?] 

• d^werth, t Mr. W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
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Y 

0 

Yusuf AH Choudhury, Mr. [Faridpur r*asi tjuunamiuaciaii).] 

Yusuf Mirja. [ 24- Parians/ Central (Muhfcmtuadan).] 

Z 

"TJahur Ahmed Cbfludhury, Mr. # [Malda North* (Muhammadan).] 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. [Ilooghly cum Serampore (Registered 
Factories) Labour.] 




JOINT SESSION OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL AND THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


* 1. The Hxm’ble the President ami the Hon’ble the Sjjeaker took 

their aspect ft*e Beats at 3 p.m. 

2. At 3-5 p.m. the Secretory of the (ou noil and the Secretary of 
the Assembly preceded to the e<>rtioo to receive His Excellency at 3-10 
p.m. The Assistant* Secre tar/ of the Council announced the arrival 
of Hie Excellency to the Hon’ble the President and the Hon’ble the 
Speaker. # 

, • 3. The Hon’ble the President and the Hon’ble the Speaker then 
met His Excellency in the centre of thj inner square under the nmol! 
dome in the vestibule where a procession was formed in the following 
order : — 


Marshal. 

Assistant Secretary, Assembly. Assistant Sec retary, Council. 
Secretary* .Armdembly. Secretary, Cot; ncil* 

Thb Hon’ble the* Speaker. The Hon’ble the President. 


His Excellency. 

Military Secretary to the Secretary to the Governor 

Governor of Bengal. of Bengal. 

Aide-de-camp. ’A ide-dk-ca m p. 

4* All present then rose a» the finwesaion # entered thl Chmmbei^" 
\nd remained standing until Hie Excellency took hi§ Beat. 

6. Tbs Hon’ble the Preside ni then invited Hit Excellency to occupy 
the Presidentiaf Chaifand the Hon’ble the President took hia neat 
Hie Excellency’s right-hand amf the Hon’ble the Speaker *o4 Hit* 
Excellency 4 # left. # * 

S 
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Hi* Excellency then addressed the Members of, the Legislature as 
follow# ; — c 

M». President, Mr. Rearer and Members of thr Bengal 
Legislature,— 

Before your respective Chambers meet'for the formal transaction of 
business, ami before the stress and strain of the ensuing session comes 
upon you to demand your undivided attention, I have taken this oppof- 
tunity as the representative in this Province of His Majesty the King- 
Emperor to welcome you here assembled together and to wish you God 
speed in your labours. 

I am speaking to you at the }>eginning of what I trust will be e 
period of fruitful and continuous political development — and, if JL may 
express a personal opinion, 1 think the pace of that development will 
be determined #n prnctice not by th • pronouncements of any formal 
tribunal but by the actual course of Irish ry now in the making in India. 

Addressing you as I do fonthe first, and in all probability the last, 
time, I urn fully conscious that some special significance may be 
atfached to what I omit to say no less than to what I may sav on this 
occasion. Let tine then tell you at once that though circumstances 
might arise in whi?h it would he appropriate— and perhaps necessary 
—for a Governor in addressing the legislature to make a declaration of 
the policy of the Provincial Executive — this present occasion does not 
••• my judgment call for any such pronouncement. 

A declaration of policy might le called for either upon the request. 
Ministers or by some necessity on the part of the Governor himself 
uake his own position clear in relation to a particular matter; in th* 
ters that are likely to come before \ou during the Resent session) 
Ministers will themselves present before you and justify the policy 

• they intend to follow— and I am happy to say that I see no reason 

• aticipate the operation of any contingent responsibility of mine in 
\ a manner as to require or justify an independent statement t>f my 
•* position in relation to any act or proposal of the Executive 

.rninent* 

Parliamentary practice at Westminster has accustomed us to the 
cption of the King’s speech as He vehicle for a general declaration 
he Ministry ul their legislative ami general programme for the 
on. In reply to that speech a loyal Address is presented, and with 
genius for illogical adaptation of historic forms to modern uses 
characterises so piuch of the constitution of the Pnited Kingdom, 
debate on that Address has come to be) regarded as the proper 
•ri<»n for the opposition to formulate their criticisms of the proposals 
. oreitomcnt and to expound their own views. 
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Here in Indie the position is different: the Governor in addressing 
the legislature does so not upon th# responsibility of his Ministers hut 
by virtue of a statutory rig^t vested in himself. I have no intention 
On this occasion of taking advantage of an address, the terms of which 
cannot be thrown open to general debate, to refer in a controversial 
spirit to matters which must of necessity he the subject of keen debate 
in both of your Houses-debate in which it will lu* for my Ministers 
*T» justify the coiffses which wifti a full sense their responsibilities 
they intend to pursue. 

You may infer from this that there is no matter of ministerial policy 
likelv) to be laid before you in which 1 have felt culled upon in the 
"discharge of *any responsibility vested in me to be guided otherwise 
than by the Rdvioe of my Ministers. 


There are however matters •* constitutional inter**! with which I 
might appropriately deal. first of these touches indirectly upon 

a question which, as*! fully r^lixe, has its acutely controversial aspects 
— the question of the Bengal detenus. 1 do not propose to deal with 
the controversial aspects of that question but 1 feel that you are enticed 
4o know from me not the policy that my Government intend to pursue, 
but the manner in which i view in general my oyvn special responsi- 
bilities in this matter and the respective parts that Ministers and the 
Governor may be called upon #> play in approaching a question of that 
naturej * 

jj think I can state the matter very simply without sacrifice either 
v%of clarity or of fyecision. l T nder^»dfction 52 of the Government of India 
Act the Governor has % special responsibility for the prevention of any 
grave menace to peace and tranquillity. But, as I have already said 
at Dacca, tl»W special responsibility in* no degree ousts or undermines 
•the primary responsibility that rests on Ministers. If a Ministry were 
to say that they recognised. no responsibility for preventing a grave 
menace to peace or tranquillity, would any electorate or legislature 
wish to see them remain in office? The responsibility which rests upon 
Ministers in this matter, like many other responsibilities which are 
theirs, is not specifically defined in the Act simply because5t is inherent 
in the very conception of that responsible Government which the Act 
confers. 

Thifl^ then is a case in whiffh aunisier* are cam hi upon to aiscnarg^se* 
thets responsibility to the Province, *rte problem* is a complicated matter 
of long standing which they have had to examine conscientiously and 
minutely. It had none of the elements of groveWI sudden emergency 
which would JustifyPa Governor in seeking to impose a rigid time-^ 
limit within which he t might require the advice of Ministers! In t 
matter of this kind it is only ’"hen their examination of tlw pfoblem 



GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS 


[29th July 

hae been completed and they have made up their minds at least pro- 
visionally as to the advice they propose to tender — it is only then that 
the Governor becomes entitled to claim ps a matter of constitutional 
right that his view of the precise policy to be pursued should be heard 
and considered before a decision is promulgated) In fact when that 
stage was reached in relation to this particular 'question it was clear 
that 1 should not be called upon to take a view of my responsibilities 
different from that which Ministers fbok of theirs. ' 

But you are entitled to know what would happen in a case of this 
kind if a conflict, which in spite of all efforts on both sides proved 
irreconcilable, were unfortunately to arise. In that unhappy event, 
which I refuse to contemplate as within the region of probability, the 
Governor^ view would undoubtedly prevail, subject to* his ultimate 
responsibility to Parliament. Ministers would thereupon become 
entitled to niakf* a public statement of**heir position showing the extent 
of the conflict and how it had arisen. That is a stateof things which, 
arising on an issue of such intrinsic imj ortancej) 1 should regard as a 
greut public misfortune and which I would certainly strain every effort 
to. avert. It would be a misfortune in its constitutional reactions. It 
would be no less a misfortune, 1 would venture to observe, from the 
standpoint of all these of whatever political persuasion who are anxious 
to see normal conditions restored as speedily as possible throughout the 
Province. For it is clear that a sustained and reasoned policy involv- 
• no independent action *bv tbfc Governor and no divergence of 
' * nion between Ministers themselves — a policy moreover in the pursuit 
which Ministers in the discharge of their duty to the Province may c 
: ifiablv appeal for the co-operation^of prudent men among all sections 
he community — it is clear that such a policy can achieve far more 
achieve it more swiftly and more) successfully without risk of 
rse reactions than would be possible if the attempt at appeasement 
*" so far to miscarry ns to be itself a muse of tension and discord. 

; 11 not elaborate further. I plead fori good-will and a sympathetic 
rstanding on the part of all who may be called upon to proaouncc 

• sponsible judgment in this grave matter. 

• would only add with all earnestness and humility that I should 
happy and proud man if after. five and a half strenuous and difficult 
s i c<ml,'l leave the shores of jigdia with the confident belief * Vt 
‘‘me was no^fyir distant when this Province of Bengal w6uld no 
-cr pr^ent any of t the unenviable features which for more than a 
•ration have distinguished it from other Provinces in India^ 

: pas* now to other topics. You will shortly have laid before you 
he Finance Minister the budget for the current financial year: 
Ijudget will include provision for the amounts already expended 
•rrylag «« the administration since the 1st of April last and far 
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Expenditure required to curry on existing oervjpes during the remiindsr 
of ttie financial year, a* well an former rtain items of new expenditure 
indicative so far as they go o( the immediate programme of the Bengal 
Ministry. There will also }>e laid before you legislative meaeuree 
dealing witl matters of far reaching importance. In this conneotion 
and at this moment, addressing you as 1 do for the first time, I cannot 
but be struck by the profound change that has come about in my own 
"{VBhition as Governor with respect to these mattqpC) On previous occa- 
sions when I have addressed the Provincial legislature I have done 
so as a Governor who had had to take his share of direct personal 
responsibility for every measure, financial or legislative, promoted hy 
his fjovernment in the legislature. In the field of what were known 
tfs reserved departments the Governor had an active responsibility for 
the decisions of the Governor in Council: in what were called the 
transferred departments, however ^nuch in practice 
by the advice of # Ministers, decision was 

empowered as he w*h under *the Act miw repenhnl to overrule Ms 
Ministers at his discretion in hny matter, he shared in theory and in 
fact the responsibility for their decisions. Hereafter Ministers will be 
solely responsible to the representatives of the jwople for every Jegfb- 
» liftive measure that may l*» submitted }by Government, for enactment 
in either of the Chambers assembler bore to-dayf That statement, 
which I make without qualification, I believe to bo absolutely true 
and it is in my view an ucournfe index of Jhe extent to which respon- 
sibility has been transferred from* the Governor to a representative 
Ministry. 

S In the region#)! finance, always the touch-stdllo of popular control, 
responsibility under the* previous constitution vested in tho Governor 
in Council whether the expenditure was to be made under the direction 
of a Minister or under that of an Executive Councillor: in other words 
Finance was a reserved subject. Under the present constitution that 
responsibility for finance vet4s in Ministers: formerly the Governor 
in the exercise of a personal responsibility gave or withheld bis prior 
eousent to every measure introduced by any member of the legislative 
Council which }affec ted the finances of the Province: in now giving or 
withholding that consent the Governor personally has no greater voice 
than he has in t^e initiation of tbe^policy for which the expenditure 
is to be provided. 

I know of no financial provision likely to be Jai9 before you forj 
which the Governor in his discretion f is responsible other than that 
required for certain salaries provisionally fixed pending their deter- 
mination by the Legislature, for, the administration of the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts, for* the Fublie Service Co mmi ss io n and for the conduct 
of my own secretarial business— matters which under the constitution 
fall outaide the range of Ministerial responsibility. As refsrd* the 


he might he guided 
eonsti tut tonally his: 
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provision for matters in*wbieh the Governor is required to exercise his 
individual judgment what I have %aid at an earlier stage of this address 
will have made the position) clear. 

There are, it is true, items of expenditure charged on the revenues, 
for which Ministers equally with the Governor are bound to make 
provision : the obligation may arise either from the Constitution Act 
itself or from legislation that you yourselves may pass: but in re«j>ect 
of those matters, unless and until the contrary is stated, the Governor 
has no responsibility separate from that of his Ministers. 

Members of the Assembly, before I leave the topic of finance I may 
perhaps appropriately invite your attention to a change in the rules and 
standing orders relating to financial procedure which will, I think, he 
ol considerable interest to yourselves. The effect of that change is 
that there are now only two time-limits to discussion <jf demands for 
grants. Ther6 is one limit of 15 dny&uti all set apart forjthe discussion 
of the demands for grants! the other limit is that of 2qays which is 
the maximum time that can be devoted to discussion of any one grant: 
the former power of the Governor to allocate a specific period, frequently 
is practice brief, for each grant has disapj>eaiod and the result is that, 
subject only to the limits to which I have referred, the control of the 
time that shall Ik* given up \n the discussion of particular demands is 
transferred from Government to the critics of Government. The change 
is intentional and the modified procedure represents a fairly close 
pproximution to the practice of .he House of Commons: it Has been 
adopted in the hope of facilitating that responsible and discriminating 
lticism which in relation to the business of supply is one of the roost 
♦Mportunt function* "of a constitutional opposition, u 

There is one further matter which it may be worth whHe to mention: 
is not T think without constitutional interest and significance. 
*»der the new Act the Governor as representative of the Sovereign 
comes for the first time himself a part of the legislature. There is 
fad a new legislative jwrtnership established here, to correspond 
.(h that already existing in the United Kingdom and in everyone of 
* ' great overseas Dominions of the Crown, between the Sovereign 
d the two Chambers of the legislature. It is in this capacity, I 
iieve, and not in his capacity, as the titular head of the Executive 
•vemmeu* that the Governor is^entrusted with certain of his discre- 
.uary powers: and it is in thU.ca|wcity that the Governor, when 
anting to legislation, will do so in His Majesty's name. There 
one departure however from' the model of Westminister which way 
noticed and which is perhaps the more significant because it is a 
- •nrture also from^the scheme of the previous Act. In England the 
. inker upon election submits himself for the approbation of the 
'«tefgn. In Indiu bio under the Act now repealed the selection of 
... ‘Prudent of a Provincial Legislature required the approval of the 
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Governor. That requirement no longer ebtaips. In practice it may 
make 'little or no difference for it is difficult to conceive circumstances 
in which that approval would bp withheld : in England during the course 
of several centuries there has been 1 believe only one such instance. 
Nevertheless* I feel tempted to recall the fact that at Westminster the 
newly elected Speaker invariably takes occasion after receiving approval 
of his appointment to address to the Sovereign on behalf of the 
Commons a plea, im words that ha*e history behind them, but none the 
less retain significance in these modern days, "That the most favour- 
able construction shall la* put upon ull their proceedings” : recalling 
this time-honoured formula I cannot help feeling a twinge of perhaps 
purely sentimental regret that occasion for the utterance and the 
acceptance of such a plea should not have l»ecn provided lu^e. That 
formula* seems* t<> me to sum up the relationship of mutual respect and 
understanding upon which the foundations of democratic Government 
have been laid. But whether we utter that formula or iiot, surely it is 
not too much to ^u>|>g that relations between the various organs of 
the State in an Indian l’rovincctond between community and community 
and class und class may some day In* governed in the spirit of that 
formula by a readiness on the part of each to place the most favourable 
^(instruction upon the proceedings of the others. We ape engaged in 
making n great experiment in democracy, experiment in wl ich many 
of us place high hopes. If the spirit to which 1 have referred prevails, 
I feel sure that sooner or luter*the exjieriment will bo acknowledged 
to have been completely successful. • 1 am on the other hand equally 
spre that "democracy nourished on envy, hatred, malice or any other 
►form of uncharitablcnets can never fhrive in an^ part of the woild. 
With these words 4 take leave of .’fou, praying that Divine Providence 
may guide antf direct yoift deli lie rat ions. 

His Excellf%cy then left the Council dOhombrr in procession iu the 
S4yne order as he came iff. 
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under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 193S. 


Th» AssKflm.v met m (lie Assembly House, Culcutla, on Thursday, 
(lie 29th July, 19-17, a) 4 p.m. 


Present: 

s 

Mr. Speaker < t Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azi/ur. Haquk, c.l.r..) 
in the Chair, the* eleven lion’ble Ministers ami 228 members. * 


Oath. 

The following 1 membeM ti»<‘n m«le theft* oath or affirmation of 
jjllegiuuee to the Crown : — 

(1) Mr. l)hirendra*Xarayan Mutorji. 

(2> Sir George Cgmp1>ell, kt. 

* • 

<3> Mr. E^O. Gammeter. 

(4) Mr. J. W. K. Steven. 

(5) Maulvi Maftauddin Choudhury. 

(6) Maulvi Mttsurl Ali Khan Pujtni. 

(7) C. E. L. Milne Robertson. 

(8) Mr. Rogers Haywood. 


PlfMl Of 



irmofi. 


•if. SPEAKER: In aeeordance wit^i the provisions of r^le 3(0) of 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly Rules, 1937, I nominate the following 
members of the Assembly to form a panel of four Chairmen for the 
ensuing session : — * 

(1) Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, 

(2) Mr. Sarat Oban (fra Bose, 



QUESTIONS. 


[29th July, 


(3) Sir George Campbell,, and 

(4) Mr. Tamisuddin Khan. c 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in 
the above order will preside over the deliberations of this Assembly in 
my absence and in the absence of the Deputy Speaker. 


Obituary Reference. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ludies and Gentlemen of the Assembly, I am sure 
that the House has learned with profound regret the news of the <L»ath 
of one of its members, Babu Gour Hari Som, who lepresented the 
Ilooghiy 'North-East General Constituency. It will be our duty to 
send a message of deep sympathy and condolence to the members of 
the bereaved family. 

I would ask you, Ladies and Gentlemen, to signify your assent by 
rising in your places. 

(Pause.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thank you, Ladies and Gentlemen. The Sceretaiy 
will take the necessary action. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Prooaes-sarvorc of Criminal Courts. 

/ 

*. Mr. 8A0ARUDDIN AHMED: («) Is the Hon hie Miniate* 
iiarge of the Revenue Department aware — 

si) that the process-servers of the criminal courts are not granted 
leave on average pay; ami 

:ii) that recently the Hon’ble High Court has introduced a system 
of appointing paid probationers for the civil courts’ process- 
serving establishments in order to grant the permanent 
process-servers a months leave on average pay in fk year? 

. //) If the answer to (n) (t») is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
star considering the desirability of introducing the same system 
♦*e criminal and revenue courts' process-serving establishments t 

MINISTER in ohorgt of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (fht 
Bijoy Prosod Emgti Roy): (a) and (6) Yes. 
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lfff« 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEM^: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
he pleased to state the approximaty tune vftien the system will he 
introduced in the civil and criminal courts? 

• . 

The Hofl’blt Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As soon as it is 
possible, Sir. 

NAG END R A NATH 8£N: What is the pay of these pro- 
bationary process-servers ? 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ash for notice. 

^j/^r ( JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Are the process-servers 

actively enlisting the support of the members of the legislative 
Assembly ? 

• • 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not think 
this question requires*!*!! answer. 


Debt Settlement Boards. 

*\yi. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Ih' the llon'hle 

Minister in charge of the Department of (Vi-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness aware — 

# • 

(i) that in the districts where the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Act, 1M<>, has come into force many civil suits ami execution 
proceedings have been ^shiyed for an^imiefinite period by 

the Debt Sey lenient Boards; and 

• , , • 

(if) that there is no prospect of decision as the Boards have not 
beetf invested with power to ftiakc award under section 7 of 
the said Act ? 

{h) Is the Hon'ble Minister contemplating removing the impasse 
bv irnft»Hting the Boards with powers under section 7 of the said Act 
without delay? 

(c) Is the lion* hie Minister aware from the reports that*the persons 
constituting the Debt Settlement UomiU are competent and desirable? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in tV& negative, is the Honble Minister 
considering the desirability of Jioltling an inquiry iatp the matter P 

t * * ^ 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of CO-OPERATIVE 
CREDIT and RURAL INDEBTEDNESS (the IJonHlo Mr. Miikimda 
Babary Mutlicfc): (a) Yes. * 

(h) It cannot be said that there is no prospect of decision fey lack • 
of special powers under Section ‘J. 1 - - 
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( b ) The question dope not arise; v 

(e) I have no reason to suppose that the persons constituting the 
Debt Settlement Boards are not competent and desirable. 

( d ) Instructions issued have stressed the necessity of selecting 
suitable members; and enquiry will only be made when specific allega- 
tions are brought. 


w^Mr. SYEO JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the number of specific cases and allegations received 
up till now? 


TIM Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MU LUC Id 1 believe wn 
have receded 15 petitions up till now. 




Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon bh Minister 
l>e pleased to make an enquiry by issuing a circular letter to District 
Magistrates and Subdivisional Officers about the number of allegations? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 am afraid 
that is a request for action. 

^/Khi» Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the lion 'hie Minister be 
..leased to state the ground* for his statement that he lias no reason to 
• ppose that the persons constituting the debt settlement boards are not 
•Mipetent and desirable? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am afraid 
.1 is only a matter of opinion. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: With respect to (a) O’), in how many 
*ricts in Bengal debt settlement boaids have been established? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Debt" settle- 
..l hoards have boon established in nil the districts of Bengal. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is th\ Hon ‘hie Minister aware that no debt 
•lenient board has as vet been eUablished in the district of Murshi- 
:.adP 

* c 

Thft Hon’bU Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I must ask 
notice. 

tyBUlvi ABDUL BARIi I have already written & letter to the 
’Cble Minister regarding the establishment t»f a debt settlement board 
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ia Murshidabad, but this has not yet beex^ doim, although three months 
have* elapsed since that letter was frritten. Vay I know the reason 
why P 

• • 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I can assure 

my friend that I am prepared to make an enquiry into the matter. 


Prooass-serters of Bang al % 

v/3. Waulvi MUHAMMAD I8HAQUE: («) Is the Honble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department aware — 

(i) that the process-servers of Bengal were being given a grain 
# compensation allowance of l{s. 2 each along with their 
pension of Us. 4 since H)22; and 

(//> that this allowance has 1>een stopped since tha promulgation 
of the # new^ Pension Rules of Uh'lti? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of raising the pension rate of 
jif ocess-servers ? * 

• 

MINI8TER in charge of FINANCE 'DEPARTMENT (the Ho«i*ble 
Mr, Nalini Ranjan Sarker): wo it) and (n) The pensions of process- 
servers including those who had alrqpriy retired were raised as a tempo, 
jury measure in 11)21 by Us. 2 per month. In 19«U> this increase was 
m made permanent — # 

(*) in the ctfc*e of those who Retired before $1 at March, lflJMi, by 
the Bengal Services (Increases to Pensions ) Rules, 1})U7; 

an^ • 

(u) in the case of others by the Bengal (Inferior) Services 
(Gratuity, Pensioij, and Retirement > Rules, IJh'Jti. 

In other words, the increase has n<*t lieen stopped 
{b) Does not arise. 

Appointment gf dorks by the Ddlrtct Magistrate and Collator 
of ploca. • 

ABDUL LATI* Wil), ute'lWblf Minister 

in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to laf on the table 
a statement showing — 

(t) the number gt clerks (showing separately the number of 
Hindus and Mussahnans) appointed by the l^sfrict • 
Magistrate ariR Collector of Dacca during the yhar^lil^C; 
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(it) during the period fpm January, 1937, to April, 1937 (both 
months inclusive ) ; an^ 

(iii) the number of such clerks that, have been appointed — 

(a) temporarily, and 
(h) permanently? 

The Hoit’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (t ), ' (li) and 
(Hi) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarre d question 


Permanent. 

Temporary. 

% 

Hindus. 

Mussulmans. 

Hindus. 

Mussulmans. 

7 (including scheduled 
caste). 

3 

12 (including 3 
scheduled castes). 

7 

1 

Nil. 

(Out of 3 jK^rmanont 
vacancies from May 
to July, 11137, two 
were filled up by 
Mussulmans). f 

No now apfKnntment was made from 
January to April, 1937. 

1 


Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U : May I ask the name of the officer 

• served as ])istri<\ Magistrate anrl Collector of Du^ca in 193GP 

The Hon*ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: 1 rsk for notice. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Will th' Hou’Mu Minister be pleased 
.late how many of the seven appointed gentlemen belong to the 
duled caste? 

The Horfblft Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: One. 

- > \ 

Mr. SANTOAH, KUMAR BASUf Will the Hon’ble Minister be in 
••♦sit ion to tell the House whether in 1936 the District Magistrate of 
ca was Mr. Tyson who is now holdiug an enquiry into a particular 

• «er? 


TN Hontti Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have already 

•d f^r*notice of this question. 
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Adjournment Motfon. # 

Babti NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY spoke in 

Bengali in support of the adjournment motion of which he has given 
notice. • 

Mr. BREAKERS I have admitted the adjournment motion on the 
question of a warning issued by the Press Officer of the Government 
oMkagul. • • 

I fix Monday, the 2nd August, as the date on which the adjourn- 
ment motion will be brought up, and, subject to Rules and Standing 
Orders, the actual time when it may be taken up I will be able to 
announce when, the House sits on that day. 

Mr..M. A. I8PAHANI* I have also given notice of a ftotiou for 
adjournment with regard to the situation in Palestine, uud F should 
like to know whether you, Mr. Speaker, has admitted that also. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: hhave received notice of that adjournment motion 
as well, but I cannot admit it for the present. 

(Point of order relating to the bve-eleetion of u European Member 
of the Upper House by the European Members of the Assembly.) 

• * • 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr., Speaker, I •sire to draw your 

attention to what amounts to a very serious encroachment on the rights 
and privileges of the House. Y8u are responsible for the due enforce- 
ment of these rights and privileges a»d, therefore, 1 consider it my duty 

Leader’of the I'ongrev* Paitv to draw \<hu attention to it. You are 
» no doubt aware that this House elects 27 members to the Bengal legis- 
lative Council, popularly tailed the Upper Hoiise. In that election 
ail members oj the Legislative Assembly are entitled to take part under 
the Statute and if you desire me to quotfc authority on the point, I have 
it before me. **You are aware that seefion f* 1 of the Government of 
Hkdia Act lays down the composition of the two Houses. Thou I shall 
draw your attention to the Fifth Schedule of the Act, section id, where 
yon wjjl find that the allocation erf seats in the Legislative Coun- 
cils of provinces having such Councils shall be as shown in the relevant 
Table of Seats appended to this Schedule. The next section lays down 
that in the Legislative Council of each province specified in the first 
column of the Ta^le of Seats there sttlll be the number of seats speci- 
fied in the second column opposite wthat province and of tflose seats — 

The number specified in the third column shall f>e general seats, ** 
and in the seventh column fhall be se&ts to be fillfed up by 
persons elected by the members of tbe Legislative Assembly 
of the province in accordance with the system of proportional 
representation by means of the single transferable vote. 

You must have noticed, Jfr. Speaker, that the section lay» # down* that * 
these seats— although 27 numbeiv-have to be filled by person**el&ted 
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by the members of the^ Legislative Assembly. There was a casual 
vacancy caused by the resignation of Sir George Campbell, and we find 
that so far as that election is concerned, the rules framed provide that 
only European members ot this Assembly would be allowed to take part 
in the election. That is contrary to the Act which lays down clearly 
that all the 27 seats have to be filled by persons in accordance with the 
system of proportional representation by means of the single transfer- 
able vote. That is, I submit, a cle£L’ encroachment on our rights and 
privileges, and I desire to ascertain from you whether you are prepared 
to take steps in order to protect those rights and privileges. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 frankly confess that I am not prepared tocpeak 
on the subject without reference to the relevant rules a.iJ regulation^ 
and 1 carfftot say offhand on a very important question, said to affect the 
rights and privileges of the House. I hope you will allow me some time to 
go into the matter, and I will certainly reply to it on Monday next before 
✓ the proceedings of the House begin. ' 

Then I Imve only a few observations to make I cordially welcome 
the hon’ble members of the House, and I trust that they will be 
pleased to offer me their kind help and co-operation in carrying the 
business of the House through. Owing to the enlarged acrommoda- , 
tion necessary* a temporary building has been constructed, and it has 
not yet been possible for us to make all arrangements for the comfort 
ami convenience of members, especially in regard to the allocation 
<>f different rooms to the party readers and groups through eircum- 
*ances beyond our control. I hope we will be able to make all neces- 
•ry arrangements. But in the meantime, if there is any discomfort , 
. inconvenience, I llbpe hon’ble members will bear with them for some 
■ 'lie. * 

There is just another matVer. This is the first ^ession of the 
• -*embly and we have not enrfugh experience of the nature of work and 
. stress on the Assembly Department office. This may cause incofi- 
nience in spite of our doing our very hfcsi, and I hope and trust that 
hon’ble members will bear with the inconvenience or dislocation 
at may happen. 

HE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
FOR\937-38. 

Budgrt SptMh. 

Th* Hon’bl. Mr. MALI HI RAMAN BARKER: Mr. Speaker, 

’ , n "" 1 ”' * * 

Mr. EAR AT CHANDRA BOSE; Mr. Speaker, is it permissible 
~ v* member to read a written composition either prepared by him- 
• f *»r fflyltody else, and ask the Hottfe to take it as a speech f I would 
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dww your attention to section 85 of the Government of Indio Act 
1935, read with rutes 9 and 10 of rfules # and Standing Orders of 
this House. Section 8-5 of the Act says: “All proceedings in the 
legislature of a province ahalH* eon ducted an the English language; 

“Provided that the Pules of Procedure of the Chamber or Chambers, 
and the rules, if any, with respect to joint sittings, shall provide for 
enabling persons unacquainted, or not sufficiently acquainted, with the 
EHJfiigb^fonguage use another language 

That section has to be read with the Pules and Standing Orders 
which have been framed under section 84 (J) of the Government of 
India Act, 1935. Pule 9 says, if any member is unacquainted or not 
efficiently acquainted with the English language, he may address the 
Assembly in Jiengali or Hindustani, provided that the Speaker may 
call on any member to speak in any language in which he is known 
to be proficient, and rule 10 saw*, a member desiring to make any 
observations on ai* matter before the Assembly shall “speak” from his 

place, shall rise wheif he speaks (mark —it, does not say “shall read 

a written composition from his place") and shall address the Speaker, 
(Laughter from the Treasury Benches), 1 know that members on the 
9 Treasury Benches will feel disconcerted, and they will try to hide*it 
by appearing to be amused . 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The\ are amusing themselves 
at their own cost. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHAtyDRA B08E: But if they hud only known a 
little bit of Parliamentary pructioe, they would %dmit that our rules 
and jjraetices^have to some extent been framed on the lines of Parlia- 
mentary practice and conventions. May 1 draw your attention to 
May’s Parliamentary Practice, page 27C (12th edition) P There alao 
Hie wording is “speaking trom his place" — which lias amused the 
members of the Treasury Benches so much. 

Thg second paragraph says. “A member is not permitted to read his 
speech, but may refresh hi* tnemoiy by a reference to notes. The 
reading of written speeches, which has been allowed in other delibera- 
tive assemblies, has uever been recognised in either House of 
Parliament. A member may read Siirwi* from documents, but his 
own language must be delivered bowa fide , in the form of iA unwritten 
composition. Any other rule jrould be at once ii*r<*i venient and re- 
pugnant to the true theory of debatg. ” (The* Hox’hle H. S. 
KcifHwvAttnY : Go on.) I find my friend Mr. Subrawardy is very 
impatient in this matter, but let him bold hirn^lf in patience for a 
couple pf minutgs. Sg far as the rule* go, I drew your attention just 
now to rules which provide for speaking from his place and not reading a 
written composition, and € am fortified in my submission byKbe passage 

- • i 
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from May which I have just now read out. I submit that this practice 
of the Mother of Parliaments a wholesome practice which js in 
accordance with ihe true theory of debate and I submit, you, 
Mr. Speaker, will give your ruling in accordance therewith. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a very interesting point which will 
probably guide the future deliberations of this House. There is no 
doubt that the Parliamentary practice so tar '.is the 
Parliament are concerned is a deprecation of a written speech. But I 
believe the House will agree with me that it is something like usage 
and practice t hut should be adopted. 1 have been a member of the 
previous Councils, and I have seen on every occasion that the fiiufhcial 
statement n was a printed do< unient which was read out. I think ni* 
friends will agree with me that an oidinary speech should be 
differentiated from a financial statement made by the Finance Minister. 
This is not an ordinary speech but a financial statement, and I make 
this distinction, that as a statutory duly cast on the Finance Minister 
he is entitled to speak in introducing his budget in any manner he 
chooses, and, in doing so, I am only following an established conven- 
tion. Hut 1 hope it will not be taken as my niling in connection 
with IwtM fnic % speeches in future. We will try to deprecate written 
speeches as much n< possible But at tin* sum* time, 1 must make this 
<1 1 '.i inct ion between a luma fidv speech and a financial statement and 
uch 1 think that Mr Sarker is quitJ in order 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I draw youi attention to 
fact which you flight haVe overlooked. There is no distinction 
•tie House ot Commons m England tatwoen an * ordinary speech 

• member and a budget speech by the Chancelloi of the K\clit pier. 

\ are speeches and not wntten compositions. So ta r as the usage 

practice of the old Hou**e are concerned, am I to understand from 
that you eoiisldei this House to be a Miceessoi of the old Bengal 
dative Council!' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Bose, 1 cannot allow you to question the 

• .g of the Chaii which i* that Mr. Satker is in order. I appeal to 
. even though 1 may be wrowr, not to question my ruling, for the 

• being, because the legislative cannot function if the Chair’s 
ug is questioned. But you can tome to me later on and discuss the 

•’er. 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E 5 I am afraid you misunderstood 
completely. I never pretended to challenge the ruling of the 
•r* 1 began mv last speech with these words: ‘‘ifay I draw your 

— ” ‘ • 
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The Hon'ble Mr. FAZLUL HUQ: Mgy I have your permission—* 

J 

Mr* SPEAKER: Order, order. I cannot allow any further diV 
cussion on the matter. Therf will he no end of debate on this point 
if I allow you to go further. 

Th* Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
a» _ I rise -to present the Budget Estimates I am imbued with a sense 
ofTS?^ravit\ and imjmrtauee of the occasion* Through the vicis- 
situdes ot year.'* and the anguish of long-deferred hopes, we have 
slowly eineiged into a brighter da\ Now lot the first time in our 
political histoiN a membei elected b\ the people stand'' betoie a wholly 
popular and chafed Legislative Assembly to juesent estimates for the 
receipt^ and expenditure of the Province. The recent chanjfes wliich 
have remleted this possible roust itute a conspicuous lamlnuirk on the 
road to our political tieedom. It* we are not set the cmuplete arbiters 
of our national # deM i n\ , \w hnse become important factors in the 
determination ot out ^fortunes., flu* fact^ that we ate the fiist ushers 
of the change should endow us with a great sense of responsibility. 
Let it not he said of us that we failed to make the most of a grqjit 
o|jpoit unity or that when the door at last opened to a nut ion’s ceaseless 
knocking we failed to enter. 

On a member from tin* Congress benches “Question/* 

Mr. Speaker said: — 

“Culess you ii.se on 'a point «d order, wm iniinot question the Mun'ble 

Minister’s statement. 1 * 

» * 

* Srijut MANlADRA <BHUSAN*SINHA: Sir, on a point of order 
ma> ^ emjimP whether it is n financial statement 01 a budget speech H 

On a qiterP put by a Muhammadan Mieiubei whether copies of the 
faidgrt speei h Would he supplied to members of the House, Mr Speaker 
replied that it was not a point of order. 

• 

Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, iiiii\ I draw \our attention to 
the tub's where it is laid flown that a relevant statement should he 
made with legmd to the budget that is going to be presented fo flic 
Ilou se. and enquire whether the n^aiks of flu* Hon’ble binance 
Minister are quite relevant ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: For the time heiuf I think the reniarkft#ne quite 
relevant. The Hon'ble Mr. Sarker should go on with his speech. 

The Honlil. Mr. NALINI ‘RANJAN 8ARKER: Mv heart is 
filled to-day with* both* ml? and anxiety — pride that it should fall V> my 
lot to be Bengal's first fesponsible Minister of Finance atr^ anxiety 
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lest the great responsibility t which my position entails should prove 
too heavy a burden for 1 my wea^ shoulders. But* I take heart .from 
the conviction that with our increased opportunities of service will 
come strength, and wisdofn to face our task, and determination on the 
part of the people to support all honest endeavours to utilise those 
opportunities for the national good. 

Recent developments in the larger sphere of our politics are also 
very heartening. The decision of the Congress to^aecept office jytuihe 
six provinces in which they have secured a majority has, indeed, come 
at a crucial moment. At a time when a nervous hesitation or unhelpful 
opposition might have robbed the country of a great opportunity, the 
premier political party in the country has shown that it prefers*co be 
on the side of service and constructive endeavour. It would have been 
disastrous if‘ the Congress had not risen to the occasion through wise 
statesmanship and political sagacity. The remedy for the deficiencies 
in our constitution lies not in keeping it at arm’s length but in dis- 
covering and removing the obstacles that appear in' our task of mass- 
uplift. 

« Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I draw your attention to 
the Rul es and Standing Orders and enquire it the remarks of the 
Finance Minister ore at all relevant Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: It h as been the practice and convention all along 

• (lie Finance Member, when presenting his .financial statement, to 

• ke a general survey of the political and economic situation, ami .1 

all along seen that practice followed in vhe past. For the time 
>g I rule that the TIon'hle Finance Minister’s sfteecb is in order 
ss lie goes to further irrelevancy in the matter. j 

« 

rhe Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Today I am 
•;*v to feel that all over India, the urgent problems of national 
astruction are being essayed by popular Ministers in full enjoyment 
"sc support and inspiration of popular assemblies. If all of us now 
♦* in step undaunted b\ the heavy task that lies ahead and deter- 
d to grapple the problems that confront us, 1 teel sure that we 
» not only succeed in uchiev^ig something for the economic welfare 
he people but also make eons leviable, progress in our march towards 
political goal. * 

‘ or this happy and almost dramatic turn in the political situation 
• ttve to thank the unerring political insight and far-seeing vision of 
kattna Gandhi as well as the generous spirit and high statesmanship 
‘tis Excellency the Viceroy. Thft happy denouement i», however, 
an isolated and unrelated phenomenon. The struggle and 
;fice pf generations of illustrious sons of India form the background 
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of tlys political picture. They carnal oif the* national struggle in til# 
past, effected appropriate changes in its strategy and tactics and lived 
and died for the country’s cause Revered names spring to my mind as 
I stand here at this significant moment in our political history— 
Snremlranath Banerjea, Lokumunui Tilak. Motilal Nehru. l)r, Ausari 
— men who ht^ve left their impress on our national destiny. Here in 
Ben gal w e bad our illustrious generals- Sjsir Kumar and Matilal 
(rhoeffT'Tlepin Chandra Pal, AurnTiindn yhose *nnd Abdul Rasul — 
all of whom plu>ed a prominent ride in the national struggle 
for freedom. 

. Mr. NARSNDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Is not the lluiTMa 
Minister fortlaet irrelevant in his remarks ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 ap|H*al to 'hr Opposition Bench #u»d those who 
arc interrupting flic Hon’hle Kinunce Minister to allow him to go on 
with his speech 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, should he he allowed to go aff 
• e?en if he is irrelevant in his remarks? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not giean to say that there will*not he an 
occasion when I will act almost as a puritan. But "there is a limit to 
everything, and I hope that member* 'will realise that interruption*, 
fioue\er soft and whispering they may he, have the effect ot obstructing 
the deliberations ot the House. The Hon’hle finance Minister is 
making an important sjg*ech in connection with tin* budget estimates, 
and f once ifton* appeal to tin* House to allow* him to go on without 
interruption. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: And on the 

threshold of a new epm*h in on i jK»ljtical history, let h* pause to offer 
our reject ful homage t<j the memory of that great patriot Deshhandhu 
rhittaiMiijan Da* whose practical idealism, dynamic persomilrU, noble 
sacrifice and patriotic fervour gave such a wonderful imipilse to our 
national struggle Nor must we forget Dcshupma J. M. X»n (luptu 
who knew no feafand allowed him*/ff no respite since he^oitcred the 
national struggle. Our hearts' anralso full at this moment with 
gratitude to the hand of ittnurfferahle workers, rnosf <fl them unknown 
to fa*ne Gilt all high in the roll of honour l»y reason of their selfless 
devotion to the national cause. We are richer to-dav by the fruits of 
their labours. Thunk* to them iv<d to the seal tlffct inspired them, we 
are to-day in a fcosihdh of great power and even greater possibilities. 

But if our powers ha^e largely increased, the task that # faces # us is 0 
also stupendous. To lift the masses from the depths of •miWy, 

• a 
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ignorance and poverty to* which tl|py have sunk and* to help the nation 
to march forward as rapidly as possible to its proper political destiny 
are tasks which not eren the moats powerful Government can 
contemplate with equanimity. But I have always drawn .cheer from 
the reflection that we have the strongest and purest motive behind our 
endeavours, namely, the progress and emancipation of the nation. If 
the task, therefore, is formidable, have also a formidable reason 
for boldly facing the task, for it is but the task of advancing ttelffliion. 
It does not indeed make our problems any easier of solution, but this 
thought should sustain our faith and act as a spur to our endeavours. 

The task, however, is made more onerous by the legacy of 
accumulated obligations which we have inherited from Die past. Tht 
problems lhat loom very large in our national economy*to-day. are to 
no small extent the result of inadequate attention given to them in 
the past, althcfligh the benefit of past wisdom and past endeavour is 
always present iu some measure. As the problems alT over the country 
are similar and isjualU onerous, I look, forward to the prospect of a 
constant interchange of ideas among the responsible Ministers of 
<Mfferent provinces. Tbis L will not only be a great help in finding 
solutions for some of our problems but will also pave the waw 
for an effective tackling of many of our wider problems ot an all- 
India character by the Government at the Centre when Federation 

***** uu accomplished fact. I personally feel that it is in the 

1 national interest that an attempt should be made as early 
sible by nationalist parties of every shade to get down to brass 
' to turn from the familiar methods of agitation and accusation to 
.u* introspect ion* on a .national wale, to examine, our resources in 
• ml material and to marshal them for fhe achievement of our 
■ •<n aim. 

r. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is not the Finance Minister 
‘trig the limits of relevancy. Sir? r 

8PEAKER: You know perfectly well that he is perfectly in 

f 

7h8 Hpi’ble Mr. NALINiVhANJAN BARKER: The precise 
* t of the scope the present constitution offers, only actual working 
»eveal. On^e Die start is made, ns* it has been, the Ministers will 
neeft of all the help which the ^Legislature and the public at 
can render, help which comprises not only full support where 
d*le but intelligent criticism, wherever necessary. 

^ might seem that I have made a somewhat lengthy preface to the 
Hss wlpch are really germane to a Budget. But it will be appre- 
d, J*hope, that the task of a Fenance Minister in a responsible 
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GoT^nment is not' that of a mere ^aocduntatit in n business house 
Though he is answerable for the preservation of the soundness and 
stability of the finances of his Province, he t has the obligation to find 
the ways agd means of accomplishing what the Legislature may accept 
as immediate social ends. These two tasks are never wholly recon- 
cilable; and the Finance Minister has often to deny the one in the 
interest of the other. As constituting the first Assembly under pro- 
vincl'W '^autonomy ^honourable ruAnbers are doubtless eager that the 
Government should lose no time in putting its hand to the tasks of 
nation-building and should unloose the strings of the provincial purse as 
fieel*' as might be needed. 1 have myself, in the past, while on the 
benches opposite, contributed greatly to the fusillade of criticism which 
mv prejlecess«ars of the old regime had to luce. Far be it froyt me then 
to throw cold water upon the ardour and aspirations of the honourable 
members of this jmpulur Assembly . Hut it is just as well to emphasise 
that it is no reflection on one’s enthusiasm for popular uplift to remem- 
ber, on the one hand* the immensity of the problems and, on the othei, 
the limitations of our financial resources, and to recognise that all our 
tasks can be tackled only m a particular order of priorities and in con- 
formity with our limits! resources. The need then is to keep our idylls 
undimmed and our energies unabated during the time ye carry out a 
rigorous examination ot the condition** in which wft have to work. 

In the normal course the Budget for 19*37-38 would have been pre- 
sented during the dosing month** of HMft-37, bftt that could not be 
done Ik ‘ cause the new Constitution Old not <*ome into force until the 1st 
ftpril. 1937. It was not possible, therefore, for the new* Government 
straightway to h:jve a budget prepared and jwsseJ b\ the new Legisla- 
ture. This difficult v w^s forestalled by an order bf His Majesty in 
Com Ail providing His Excellency the Governor with sjHsial |kiW(*i*h by 
which he couW sanction grants which vvould Is* necessary for carrying 
on the work ot administration during the first few months of the transi- 
tion, until a proper Budget could be framed and presented to the 
Legislature. 

Dr. NAUNAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, is it in ruder that the official 
reporters are not taking down notes? I have been nothing it for 
some time. 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER • Tt may l* that the official rdparter* are for the 
time, Wing not writing; but they are dbmparing the speech &.id taking 
notes of all interruptions and points of order. 

• 

Th* Hon W Mr. KALIN I RAMAN tARKER: On the 1st of 

April there occurred no^ only a vital change in the constitutional • 

position, but also considerable changes in our financial po fitjotf and 

• • 
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prospects. We have* to t. lar^e eLteat, gained fiscal autonomy vis-a-vis 
the Government of India, our control over the finances of the Province 
has greatly increased and f the actual financial position at which the 
new regime commences is tatter than it has taen for man£ years. It 
is an auspicious omen that the inauguration of provincial autonomy in 
this Province coincides with the emergence for the first time after ten 
years of an appreciable surplus of revenue over cut rent expenditure. 
Honourable mem tars re aware of fne reasons belaud this 
narilv long run of ill-luck; and I will not dwell on what is now a 
matter of history. The extent of the impiovemeiit that has occurred 
in our financial position as a result of the constitutional change^ will 
he better understood if we compare oil! present position with that 
during tig* last sixteen veins under the Menton Award. * 

I will not detain the House with a spoken account of our difficulties 
under the Mesfrm Settlement. 1 append to the printed copies of this 
S{K*eeh a note which gives an account of them ( ryle Appendix Ik The 
Meston Settlement, was a source of strength to some provinces, hut 
unfortunately if was a great handicap to Bengal From the very 
beginning its consequences were felt acutely in tins Pinvime 

* , 

At the eontmencement of the Reforms of 1920-21 we ojrcned with a 
balance of 2 '72 crores. Tlie resources left to this Province under 

Ward were so inadequate that thistlmlamv was speedily exhausted, 

.. - only by measures of intrench jnen^ and taxation was a budgetary 

• ■ 'briuin maintained even during the fieriod of prosperous trade that 

during 1923-24 to 1929-30 Then came 1 ho gieat depression whirl! 

in 1930-31^ and it brought ^ihout a complete^ collapse of our 
•»cs There weic huge deficits fiom \ e;^- to jear and we could 
-aeet such deficits by tarrojvtng from the (Vntrc. As' a measure of 
'rntn relief pending a fitvdi settlement undei the coining Reforms 

• ntie voted for out tanefit annunlh hunt 1934-35 a subsidy cob- 

of 50 |hm cent of the net proceeds of the expoit duty on jute 

• in this Province. This only set veil to attest the jot, and when 
xv Act was {Kissed we sttxsl with insufficient resources, eveti after 
ci aide further letrenchment of expenditure and adoption of 
i neev measmes id taxation. We owed at this time to the 

• ament ot India a heav\ burden of debt amounting on the Mist 

• 193$, to 4 A crores on nmmnt ot overdrafts 'alone for meeting 

ng deficits year after vear. • 

* ♦ 

<h the inauguration of tffi* new Reforms, however, the situation 
undergone considerable change. Our debts til tha Centra, 
•ting in total to S crores and 41 lakhs inclusive of the deficit 
ings as they stood on the 31st March, 1236, were cancelled on 

• ‘‘sis of the Nietneyer Report. This has reduced our annual 
— -diturtf on interest alone by 23 lakhs; ahd our share of the Jute 



1937.] 


BUDGET SPEECH. 


41 


export duty has been raised from 5<j to*62|iper cent, resulting in 
an increase of our immediate resumes by about 45 lakhs. The 
Niemeyer Settlement is no d<\pbt a great improvement on the Meston 
Award in providing a much needed financial relief to Bengal. Even 
so it has not met in lull the legitimate claim pressed by her for the 
distribution of the whole of the net proceeds of the Jute duty among 
the jute-growing piovince*. We shall, of course, continue to press 
'w^Uii ktde ; and^inder section 1410 of the Act the whole can In* given 
to us either by an order of Hi* Majesty in Council or by an Act of the 
Federal Legislature. 

litre I must pause to acknowledge the deep debt of gratitude which 
this Province oVe* to Hi* Excellency Sir John Andetson, but for whose 
understanding* nt our financial position and championship of our cause, 
the finances of this Province might have indefinitely continued in a 
deplorable state. „To Si i John must go the < icdit of restoring to Bengal 
the rightful place # am^ influem •* in the counsels of the (Vntial tiovein- 
ment. which she had almost tofnlh lost aftm the transfer of ihe 
ImjHM'ial capital from this City Thanks to Sn John's genuine solici- 
tude foi the piogiess of the Pi om nee, Bengal has come in for greater 
9 attention fiom the Centtc in icsjh*c< of hci need* and icquirement*. 

• 

In the wake of the new Constitution have come great functional 
changes m connexion with our finance* We u*ed to dejxMul upon ihe 
Centre foi cm Ways and Mean*, na^nely, flu the maintenance of «utli - 
cient n‘s.mice> to meet our out-goings day by day. We are now to 
fie responsible foi our jivui Ways and Means. We uhchI to bank with 
the Centre: now t we have to bank*m our own nflme with the Beserve 
Bank of India; with wtam, in lieu of ordinary bank charges, Wc have 
to maintain a minimum balance of 25 lakhs. Under the #>1<] AH, 
we could iaise%o loan without the sanctfon of the (internment of India 
who had authority to determine its amount and its condition*. 
We are now practically free agents; we need only seek the 
sanction of the Centiul timeiumeiiUif a loon granted by that Govern- 
rnent is still outstanding or if we projiose to hoi low outside India. The 
old Act piovided that we could not, without the juevious sanction of 
the Governor General, impose any taxes for provinc ial purjibsos, except 
taxes on umusements, lotting, advertisements, luxuries, succession uud 
nun-agricultural land, certain stamjj duties and registration fees. Cnder 
the neve Act, we have freedom ovAr the whole ficld^r^tuxutftm covered 
by the Provincial Legislative List anj the ( onyutreut List^ 

• 

Turning to the question of our freedom of making appropriation* of 
the available revenues it will bq remembered, ii# the firet place, that 
while* under t li«* old Act the control of the Legislature over votable 
supplies was limited by the fact that the Governor’* power of compiling 
supply extended to the wlole of tjie wide field of what were tltoy known 
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as “Reserved Subjects,’ i under the New Act, the Governor's power of 
intervention in the matter of vorable supplies is limited to the some- 
what narrower field of “h^pecial responsibilities" enumerated in section 
62 of the Act. Under section 78 (.?), however, certain items of expendi- 
ture, known as “charged on the revenues,” are placed beyond the pale 
of the vote of the Assembly though on most of such items discussions 
are allowed and will no doubt take place in the Assembly. Apart from 
the salary and allowances of the Go^rnor and his dfaff, suclT 4 t Minified 
revenue” embrace items like interest charges, salaries and allowances 
of Ministers, the Advocate-General and the Judges of the High Court, 
administrative expenses of the High Court, as well as items declared vs 
so charged by Act of the Provincial Legislature suc^ as the T)acca 
University, LejxM Hospital, Grant to Calcutta Corporation under ttfe 
Motor Vehicles Act and a grant for the new Howrah Bridge. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We have not. got the Budget 
Estimate and we cannot allow an> inference to*it. Is it in older for 
the Finance Minister to refer to any page thereof and ask us to look to 
that pageV 

The Hon 1 We H[r. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: He means that you will* 
it up when you get it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You khow perfectly well that it i> not :» point of 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr'. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: If honourable 
• ers will kindh icfer to page 4 of the Birtlget E^tiiuptes they will 
■hat out of a total revenue expenditure of 12*2 cioies in 1947-48. 
.mount charged is 1 7 cranes and ot this amount 14 J lakhs is 
•■d on account ot statuton giants mentione<l above provided by 
'.ition passed by the provincial Legislature undei the pievious 
’tut ion. t 

. I.al any part of public revenues should he kept outside the control 
1 Legislature is, doubtless, a qualification of the principles of 
tentative government and particularly of the popular coutrol of 
; ublic^ purvse; the removal of this qualification* must await the 
♦ tioi^of full self-government* jo which the preseut reforms are 
tedly but iPAep. But it serves *o useful purpose to exaggerate 
•actual significance of t hi# limitation, 
connection with the separation of our finances from those of the 

* •* I may invite # the attention ot the House to another important 
_e. As the House is aware, there are a variety of non-Govern- 

• * deposits which are included in the Public Account for the 
I :.*tjdb of which the State is resjponsible* such as provident fund 
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deposits, and the Balances of munidpol ’and^ther local authorities. 
These hitherto were banked with the Government of India. They now 
pe*s to the Government to whose administration they are related. 
With effect* from the 1st Ajnil, the liabilities appertaining to Bengal 
have been passed on to us. But — and this is the |H>int I wish to 
emphasize — we were not driven the corresponding funds. Sir Otto 
^ iemeyer came to^he finding that the balances in these deposit heads 
were lively to grow rather than diminish, the incomings in any on® 
year exceeding the outgoings: in other words, that the transfer of the 
function in question would itself hiing to Bengal sufficient funds to 
cnabk her to liquidate indefinite!) the connected liabilities fmm year 
t^> year. He therefore recommended that the balances in these deposit 
act ount^, liistoad of lx*ing given to us, should be written off n**tt return, 
in part, for the Government of India’s cancellation of our debt. This 
was done; and as a matte? of some interest, 1 max piention, that 
according to our (Estimates we shall receive into these deposit ueeounts 
during 1937-38, 18A fakhs more than we shall pay out of them. 
r lhus under the new anangement , our estimate of receipts lteing in 
excess of outgoings, we shall be in a position to meet our normal 
^obligation* in this ivsjxmI, though the funds themselves have not been 
tiaiistened to us The success of this arrangement may, however, 
be jenpai disod by a sudden increase in the extent of our disbursement?? 
unsupported b\ a connected income, such as might Is* entailed, for 


instance, in any drastic' amendment <jf the Bengal Tenancx Act regard- 
ing landlords’ transfer fee. Tin* deposits s<> far made in resjMM t of this 
transfer fee exceed *)0 hikhs, and if the fee is to be abolished by an 
amendment of lhe # A< t stopping the # iucoine on t hi® score we should find 
oui’selvch saddled with c% liability of 50 lakhs to lie liquidated in the 
coursl of fivebr six years, with practicably no sfiecifir resource's to meet 
suc h a liability. Thi> will not onlx adversely react cm our Ways a ml 
Means position, but will also entail an uncoveiod obligation to he 
Jiejuidated in the course* of a y*r\ «hort jieriori. We shall have, there- 
fore, to husband our resources ri.wi-p* this new reaponsibilit x with the 
usual Caution expected of bankers The income is not provincial 
revenue available in the ordinary sense for general purposes. Nor ore 
the outgoings provincial expenditure susceptible in the ordinary sense 
to retrenchment iu times of emergeney. 


There is one more financial implication of the ccjpstitHtiosal change 
that occui red on the 1st of Aprfl. In pursuance again of the Niemeyer 
proposals the Government of India placed at our disposal*98 lakhs 
to start with as our opening balane# for specific purposes. In the 
first place, 25 lakhs were placed to our credit ih the Reserve Bank, 
this hieing, as F have*already stated, the minimum balance which we 
are required to maintain # in that Bank. Secondly, we have, been ^given 

24 lakhs in cash in the Treasuries, this being the amonnl of loose 

* . 
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cash outside our banking dceo^ot which has be£n estimated to be 
iequired for working purposes in the tills, as it were, of our treasury 
officers. Thirdly, we ha^ been given vn unspent balance amounting 
to nearly 48J lakhs of funds created and of grants obtained for 
iqwcific purposes as indicated on page 2 of the Civil Budget Estimate. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. May 1 again rise on a point ol order? 
Is it in order for the IJon’ble Finance 1 Minister to refer to any^p&tge^isay 
page 2, and ask us to look up that ]>age when we have not got the 
Budget Estimates for this year? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think my friend will realise that the point o^f 
order as (Such is one that arises out of Rules and Order# ,or some statu- 
tory provision. If Mr. Sarker commits a mistake in connection with 
Budget Kst inline ten times, I cannot sin that it is a point ot order It 
it is a mistake, it is his and not your# and you are <o make voui own 
judgment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAUNI RANJAN 8ARKER : The House mil 
therefore notice that the whole ol our opening balance of 98 lakhs js 
earmarked tor* specified purposes. Il has been gi\on to u> to meet 
certain definite liabilities. 

' (cording to the customary pincti*c. I m»\\ pass on to review the 
• nits of three yeais -thV year r 19<C>-d{> foi \\hnli the account** have 
i losed, the year 193(1-37 which lias < loseij but lot which only 
•d estimates are available and the < uncut v.ir ho winch I pie^ent 
budget estimated to-day. 


The Year 1935-38. 

e 

« 

•e year 193b~3t>, accoiding to the budget estimates, was to have 
! with a revenue deficit of about bS lakhs. Actually it closed 
; deficit on revenue account of 4 lakhs Expenditure was* l clow 
■ie by 19 lakhs, while receipts were b r > lakhs above estimation 
!i 1 lal^h** ulmse those of 1984-Mo. “Stamps” contributed 10 lakhs 
lticieasc. Betting ami Amusement taxes, one lakh, Electricity 
• ml Tobacco tax, Hi lakhs. Jute Duty. 9 lakhs. 'The improvement 
ue gaitlv to flu* new taxation measures adopted in 1935, but 
to econorftic* recovery. 

*v 

Ths Year 193847. 

■* revised estimate of receijits on revenue*’ account for the year 
‘7 is higher than the original by 441 laljhs. “Land Revenue” is 
17 'lakhs, “Stamps” by 10 lakht, “Jute export duty” by 9 lakhs 
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and “Famine Relief Fund” by 9 lakhs. # The growth under “Igmd 
Revenue” (nearly all under arrear collections) ind under “Stamps” and 
“Jute” is due to sustained economic recovery. The growth under 
“Famine Relief” is not really an improvement; for it represents 
increased withdrawals from the “Famine Relief Fuud” in order to 
finance expenditure on the relief of agrarian distress. The revised 
estimate of receipts on “Capital Account” is 42 lukhs lower thau the 
original £gtimate.^ The different ^ occurs under borrowings from the 
Government of India. It was originally promised* to Wrrow 87 J lakhs — 
51} lakhs to finance some capital projects and a number of loans to local 
bodies and 36 lakhs to cover an expected deficit of that amount on the 
wliolP of our account for the year. Owing mainly to the inability of 
various local ladies to take their loans, and jxirtly to the improvement 
in revenue receipts, this estimate of 87 J lakhs drops to 45 lalflis in the 
Revised Evstimnte. I am glad, moreover, to be alito to rej*ort that, 
from figures recently to hand, it is now almost certain that the account 
for 1 [736-37 will bfilauce without our having to take any loan from the 
Government of India. 

The estimate of ex{N»ndi< are i n 1936-37 on Inith '‘Revenue” ami 
“Capital Account” was originally placed at 13 crores. Supplement ifry 
•grants to the extent of 47$ lakh* were voted during tip; year, raising 
the amount available for exja*iidituie to 13 crores 4T$ lakhs Against 
this the* revised estimate is placed at 13 crores 25 lakhs. The savings 
are due mainly to smaller ex{*»ndiiure on ^‘Capital projects” and on 
“Loans local bodies”. # 

Th« Ye%r 1937-3®. 

1 ^unv emfie to the estimate for the cm rent year. 

Receipts. 

• 

On the “Receipts” side, we oxfyet a total revenue of 12 crores 
55 latfhs. This marks an ini|vrovement of 60 lakhs over the revised 
estimates for the previous year. T may point out at once that 45 lakhs 
out of this 60 are due to the 12$ per cent, increase in (flip share of 
the export duty on jute. Foi the rfrriiaining 15 lakhs the estimate has 
Wen framed on tTie hasis of an expectation of larger rields from 
“Stamp*,” “Excise” and “Land Revenue”. It x®fhoped* that the 
economic recovery which was visible^ last ye%r will mtyniain its 
progress throughout the current year and enable then© head* of revenue 
to make a better showing. And so an improvement ot 3 lakhs has 
been provided for under “Stamp**” of another 3 lakhs under “Excise”. 
Under “Land lfe% T enue” we expect nur improvement of 6 lakhs awing 
to heavy settlement recoveries. * 
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A glance at the Civil Estimates will show that our three biggest 
heads of receipt are “Land' Revenue,” “Stamps* and “Customs”— 
the last head representing our share of the export duty on jute. As 
in IMb-dT, our receipts from “Land Revenue’’ are still swollen by the 
collection of arrears; but these are likely to drop to some -extent after 
arrears have been realised. 

„ In regard to “Stamps” the estimate is hound to be conjectural to 
some extent, as an accurate estimate has not yet become possible in 
respect of our receipts under the “Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act”. 
The net financial effect of the Act on Government levenue cannot yet 
he clearly foreseen, and it is just possible that the realisation ot Stamp 
revenue under this Act may synchronise with a fall in Coun fees 
realised in Civil Courts. The Government are, however, keeping a 
careful watch over the working of the Act. 5 

As for the revenue fiom the export of jute, the piovincial "hare 
depends on th§ total export duty collected by the Centre. This total 
has in the past fluctuated lief ween very wide limits even in periods of 
(,onipainti\e stability ot trade conditions; but I see no iisk in assuming 
for the purpose of our estimate that the total Geld this \eai will be 
the same us m the previous Year 

The estimate ol receipts tot the runout seal includes a Mini of .‘10 
lakhs representing the pioceeds of ceitain additional measiue* of taxa- 
tion which were intioduced in ltKlo. \i/ , the Indian Stamp (Jhngal 

ndment) Act, the CouH-fee (Bengal Second Amendment i Act, the 

..cal Amusement Tax (Amendment* Act, the Bengal Tohact o f Sales 
using) A< t and the Bengal Elect! uit\ l)ut\ Act These measuies 
due to expire in ItKI.X; and I must inform the House that unless 
aie lenowed in time, there will be a substantial fall in oiu levenue 


Adjourn ment. 

\t l In-, Mage the House was adjourned bo ].*> in uutcO 
A/ttr tui jo urn ment . 

* r . NALINAK8HA 8ANYALI Mr. Speaker, before tbe Hon'ble 
a rker resumes his speech, will he l>e pleased to — - — 

r. 8PEAKER: Is it a }H)int of order \ 

". NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is not a ]K>ii»t ot order, Sir, but 
point of procedure. 

. 8Pf AKER: It does not seem to be a ^oint of procedure either. 
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Mr a MANMATHA NATH ROY: On ajHiint of order, Sir. Was it 
not the practice some years ago in thjk House # to supply u copy of the 
Budget Estimates and of the speech before the Finance Member began 
his Financial Statement ? • 

• 

Mr* SPEAKER: Order, order. I boj>e bon hie members will kindly 
not obstruct the Hon ble Finance Minister in his sjieech and let him go 
on with jt^ Hon’hfc* members k tn^v very well— and 1 think my friend 
Mr. lloy too knows veiy well as he was a monitor of the old Bengal 
Legislative Council— that copies of the Budget S|»eeeh of the Finance 
Member and *of the estimates were never supplied to meml>er> till the 
Budget sfieech was over, but that they were supplied only after the 
speech. 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr* NALINI RANJAN BARKER: L**t me now resume 
my speech, Sir. 

Emm snrmti . 

1 next turn to oui proposals lot cxpoulit ure. 

# »We provide for an exjienditure on '‘Revenue Account” ot 1? crorSa 
21 lakhs which is 2RA lakhs moie than the Revise^ Estimates for 
PWti-dT. This, however, does not fully indicate the improvement on 
the exjHMwliture side The Revised Estimates tor the last year embrace 
items of expenditure winch do not i^ur in •this year’s ewtiniate. The 
most important of these are 12 lakhs for the i eduction •>! debt, lakhs 
for interest charges, ain^ SA lakhs for the last general election. If due 
allowance is madetfor these, it will kc seen that \vt* promise to .spend on 
revenue account <SP lukiie more than what we sjrefit last year under 
noimal heads. This increase is account*] tot in Appendix II attached 
to the printed copy of this speech. 

Or* NALI NAK8HA 8ANYAL? On a point « » f order, Sir. The 
Hon'bl^ Ministei i* again letemng Ut a statement in the printed copy 

oi his sjm*c< h . 

Mr. SPEAKER : It is not a of order 

Tht Hon’ bit Mr. NALINI RANKIN 8ARKER : A •peeiiA reference 
mas be hinde to such increase* in* ex|#enditure as Igi^; Uteif entailed 
b\ the constitutional changes. The tiplargenier^t of the legislature 
and tile addition of an I’ppei Chamber have involved an additional 
expenditure of IJ l^khs and the setting up ot the Public Service Com- 
mission, about Irakli. The^ new* Reforms have also iinjiospd on the 
provincial revenues a liability tor expenditure to the extent of If# 4»kh« 
on account of interest charges on State Provident Founds. « * 
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My honourable colleague will in due course explain the details 
regarding the demands* for grafts relating to their respective depart- 
ments. They are set forth in detail in the Finance Secretary’s Memo- 
randum which will l)e circulated to yoii' in a minute. I would like to 
j,oint out, however, that the Budget has had to be got ready within the 
very short period of two months.* In order to present it in July we 
had to frame it early in June. We* have, however, tried to do what 
little could he done within this shorj time and endeavoured ( tp do some- 
thing in most of the«.beneficeut departments, and I hope that in judg- 
ing our performance honourable members will remember our handicaps. 
If it has not l>een possible to take up any elaborate schemes in respect 
of some of our grave economic problems, it is only because we have not 
had the time at our disposal for that careful and minute investigation 
which \fo consider essential for undertaking the execution ot such 
schemes. It is not difficult to suggest a scheme which is theoretically 
sound. But if has, in the first place, to lie examined and tested against 
h background of gi\en conditions; and, in the secohid place, it has to 
be considered not in isolation but as a part of a definite and compre- 
hensive economic jioliey relating to our social and economic life. Its 
implications have to he dearly realised and its details fully worked 
out before it can be incorporated in a Budget. 

We have '’piovided for increased grants to Cnixersities and other 
educational institutions. (Hear! hear!) Both the Universities ot Dacca 
and Calcutta made demands for larger' grants to extend their activities, 
*:i the estimates provide for an additional grant to them of about 
• - lakhs. The University of Viswahbarati at Bolpur, which plays 
ignificant role in our educational system, end has helped to bring 
•in ami the outside world into dozer cultural oontac" , has also received 
..te measure of assistance. A larger grant lias been provided for the 
mia College. The needs cf technical education for the backward 
-Mes have also received attention. Enhanced provision has been 
!e for primary education. Agriculture and industry have received 
"tional grants of U and over 2 lakh , respectively . This money is 
. aded to finance an agricultural institute at Daulatpur, a dairy farm 
Dacca, and developments of handloom and serieulturnl industries, 
vision lias beou made for the extension of rice research, for a grant 
he Industrial Credit Syndicate and for an enquiry into the develop- 
t of fisheries. Co-operative credit will receive an additional grant 
1 lakh* , 

The additional, provision under the head “Medical” is 2$ lakhs, 
actual increase under “Public Health” amounts to 7 lakhs. This 
case is partly accounted for by enhanced provision for rural water- 
* ply <U lakhs'! , additional quinine grants (GO thousand) and kala- 
* charges (30 thousand). We hfcve also made an additional pro- 
.jn of 1$ lakhs for more public health units in rural areas, and of 
fakh lor grant* to sanitary ind drainage schemes. 
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Under “Civil forks’’ a very sutetantial increase in expenditure 
hag been provided for. Special mentftn may be made of the provision 
for an expenditure of nearly 30 lakhs in the current year in excess of 
what was spent last year on road development, buildings and improve- 
ment of coAmunicatious. The Government have been examining the 
feasibility of capitalising a portioo of the Provincial share of the Hoad 
Fund with a view to execute all tha approved schemes of bridge con- 
struction Utfth thc4cast possible delay. 

I would draw the attention of the House to certain projects taken 
in hand by the Government as being of social importance to the 
irrigation and waterways problems of West und East Bengal. The 
survey in connection with the Dumodar-Hooghly Hushing scheme, as 
provide^ for is the Budget is alone calculated to cost 1$ luklft. This 
scheme together with expansion m the operation of the Bengal 
Development Act will, it i* hoped, go a long way to ippet the irrigo- 
tionabneeds of W<wt Bengal. It has, again, l>een proposed to establish 
a Waterways Board iftidcr the Bengal Waterways Act, 1934, and 1] 
lakhs have been provided for making a beginning Tin* Board, it is 
hoped, will help towards an effective tackling ot t hr inland waterways 
p^phlem of East Bengal. Provision has lieen made for the electrifica- 
tion of Government buildings in the mutussil districts* This is a 
measure which will he of great help to mnfassil electric supply 
companies 

With a \ iew to extend the operation of the Bengal Agricultural 
IJebtors Act throughout the Province, an additional sum of 14J lakhs 
has been provided for the establishment of debt conciliation hoards in 
all the districts. • A sum of 28 thousand has boon provided for the 
constitution o^ a Labour Department, the utility of which will, I hope, 
!h> readily appreciated by the House. • 

• The estimates also include a sum of 60 thousand for the appointment 
of a Commission for making ^in enquiry into the system of land 
revenue administration in this Pmvince. 

• 

The estimates contemplate that the year will close with a surplus 
on revenue account of nearly 34 lakhs this year. 

I have giten pi bare outlines the Budget projxi.sals for 1937-38. 
It will he clear that the year imm^liately jireceding the introduction 
of the n4w Reforms makes a better* showing than apprehended. While 
it was feared that 1930-37 woufd revetj the same tale of deficits and 
borrowings from the Centro us had almost become the order of the 
day, we were able to balance the Budget withouj incurring further 
obligations* And 1937-38, the * first year of the new Reforms, 
synchronises witfi a substantial improvement in our financial position. 
For the first time in a d<yade we are on the right side of ftfeg Budget 
4 
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by the not inconsiderable amount of Rs. 34 laklp. And if we take 
into account the opening baianceW 98 lakhs, the increased expenditure 
of 89 lakhs and the surplus itself, it will be seen that the improvement in 
our finances, though not of course in our recurring income, may be 
computed at over 2 crores. This is a position from which a Govern- 
ment circumstanced as we are should feel happy to mate a start. 

f But, I may freely admit, that ou^* means are stilj far from adequate 
for the needs of national reconstruction. At this stage it is obviously 
my duty to enable the House to appraise the resources of the Province, 
as they may be expected to be in the coming years, from the standpoint 
of our requirements. I shall endeavour, first, to specify the„ main 
tasks that lie ahead of us, to clarify the Government’* approach 
towards their solution, and to indicate the resources -which, we are 
likely to have in the future for these purposes. From the nature of 
the stupendous task confronting us and on account of the limits of our 
available resources it will be evident that we shall be^ called upon to fol- 
low a certain consecutiveness in the matter of tac kling our problems, and 
it would be as unwise as it would be inexpedient to refuse to recognise 
this fact and to be either over-zealous or unnecessarily diffident. For 
some years to come it may not l>e possible to take up simultaneously 
or to the fuK extent all the problems of our national reeonstruction, 
but I hope it wilf not be very long before we shall be in a position to 
prosecute a comprehensive programme _w it h profit and success. 

It will be generally agreed that in all the ameliorative measures 
«hich the Government of the Province will take in hand, the main, if 
,.ot the sole, objective should be the betterment of the condition of the 

• asses. Let me add in fairness that in making the masses the benefi- 
. .tries of Government’s solicitude, the classes will be showing not so 
.uch a selfless altruism a** an enlightened self-interest. For whether 

• the political or economic or cultural sphere, our progress is ham- 
rod by the fact that our national life is muddied and poisoned at its 
unt by the backward condition of the masses. The need then is to 

. -mrrect the average man who in this predominantly agricultural 
untry is a cultivator. I would like to stress here the necessity of 
♦•wing our problems against a human background. We should always 
member that behind n nation’s problems is the nation itself. Were 
problems, whether social or economic, merely a a conglomeration of 
-olute aVid unrelated questions, human artifice would surely have 
.u able to provide solutions by this time. Science would have made 
• r soil 0 richer, improved methods would have made our industries 
me economic and remunerative, legislation would have provided for 
•ter prices, we c^uld with one broad sweep of our legislative arm 
out our indebtedness and arrange for adequate credit. But the 

:*that our problems do not yield to auch simple treatment prove® 
an intangible and subjective factor enters into our calculations. 
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For, behind the plotigh is the man with ttfe plftugh, with his ignorance 
and iis superstitions, his crusted traaitione and his rusted implements, 
his thriftlessness and his tragic fatalism. A^ present the agriculturist 
is illiterate^ steeped in debts, handicapped by a land system which is 
by no means the most scientific, a victim of disease and pestilence, a 
stranger to modern scientific methods of cultivation or marketing. If 
agriculture is a crucial problem in our country, the agriculturist is an 
even greater one. V e should never, while looking at the crop, forget 
the pathetic figure behind the crop. 

As we all know, Indian agriculture, never very prosperous, fell on 
evil days during the depression ; ami even to-day when the revival is 
ltdieved to be three or four years old, the life of the agriculturist in 
India continues to be one of great hardship. What is true of India 
as a whole is even more true of Bengal. And her disproportionate 
dependence on one agricultural product, namely, jute, ^has made her 
more susceptible to th^ fluctuations of world trade. 

Though agriculture is the mainstay of our }K*opIe, the cultivator too 
often finds his occupation unremunerativc under present conditions. 
# Si4eh sporadic economic enquiries as have been conducted suggest that 
the price of the product often tails to cover the bare <*mts of production 
and does not yield sufficient return even tor the low standards of living 
of the masses of this country. *fho cultivator is in fact the weakest 
link in the economic chain. And d*e to rths penurious stute of the 
workers in' the biggest industry of the land, the co-operative movement, 
which dejM'iids primarily on the credit-worthiness and solvency of the 
cultivator, has nn*le conspicuously 4ittle headway* 

• 

/ Xot have fndustrial and commercial, activities provided the much- 
needed relief against the uneconomic pressure on land. This has been 
di^ to a large extent to a traditional prefeiencc for investment in land 
on the part of those who by virtue of their resources should have taken 
the initiative in industrial and commercial enterprise. The opportuni- 
ties of industrial development have therefore been more readily seized 
by more enterprising immigrant* from other provinces. Even so, 
there is Mill a conspicuous lack of balance between agriculture and other 
aspects of our economic life. 

• ^ 

This lack of industrial enterprise* 4m*i necessarily narrowed |he scope 

for employment, particularly for ahe educated middle^rEss. The exist- 
ing factories have not been able to absorb any substantial proportion 
of the*surplua agricultural population of this province, not to speak of 
the middle-class unemployed. This is due not onlf to the inadequate 
number of factories hut^also to an aversion to vocations other than the 
traditional ones. Our factories are therefore in many cases manned 
by imported labour. 
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The condition of industrial lfcbour also is very depressing. They 
suffer in most cases from the same economic ills to which the agricul- 
turists are exposed and aye by no means the healthiest factors of pro- 
duction in our economic life. 

[it is against this background of our economic life that our policy 
has to be formulated. The primary condition of our economic progress 
/ is the restoration of the cultivator to the position of an efficient and 
solvent factor of production. The efficiency depends on the extent to 
which we are able to release him from his present handicaps and to 
bettor equip him for the improvement of his condition. And his 
solvency can only follow the provision of adequate relief from the 
various burdens weighing on him. And for positive* progress, it is 
largely & question of enabling him, by providing the neeessary instruc- 
tion and material equipment, to increase the productivity of his labour. 

As I have already said, the improvement of the human material is 
the foremost task before us. The remedy which readily suggests itself 
is the adoption^ of free and compulsory primary education. The 
circumstances in which the Primary Education Bill of the late Mr, 
Gokhale was introduced in the old Imperial Legislative Council and 
rejected by the Government and the consistent failure subsequently *to 
tackle this problem have created the feeling that the foremost task of 
an autonomous provincial government is to introduce a system of free 
and compulsory primary education. 'While I should be the last to 
• '•quiesce ill the continuance of the present mass of illiteracy, which 
- justly regarded as a reproach to our national self-esteem, I feel that 
hemes for primary education need to be supplemented by other 
•*tisures if we arc to get any eailv results. We tian leave aside for 
moment the question of cost. Judging it in tern»H of human values 

• must realise in the first place that the direct effect of the immediate 
option of free and compulsory primary education is the creation of 
hare literacy in the adult population of two decades laterj WKile 
•h literacy will not have gone a long way to improve the cultural 
.udards or the productive efficiency of the masses, there wil) remain 

* the meanwhile a prodigious mass of ignorance and many-sided 

• kwardness in the adult population of to-day to be liquidated. This 
*1 act as a stumbling block to our progress in every sphere and 
•rieularly to the success of our attempts to increase the efficiency of 

worker. Let it not be forgottin that if we do not devote sufficient 

• mtion to thtfs«*‘seotioiis of the population which are now engaged in 
•ducKve activity, we shall Vo that exent he handicapping ourselves 

future progress. In the conditions of two decades ago, the progress 
•he masses, no doubt, depended on providing primary education and 
aiding instruction through the printed w(>rd. But to-day broad- 
ring and visual representation of movies and even talkies provide 
with* the means of educating even an illiterate adult population in 
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til matters essential to a healthy social life. §1 say, therefore, let us 
by ftlfr means make our best endeavoure to remove the handicaps on the 
children of to-4ay and the slur on Our national self-respect. But let 
us at the same time throw ourselves heart and soul into the task of 
sweetening *the lives of those whose outlook, economic and cultural, 
has been darkened by the sad omissions of the past. After all, 
educations not so purely a matter of the three K.’s, and very fruitful 
results cattle achieved in dealing with our practical problems by means 
of such educative propaganda as I have just referred to. 

For my part, I attach the greatest importance to the pursuit of a 
properly drawn up scheme of popular propaganda and look to it to 
increase the effectiveness of the ameliorative measures which we may 
propose^to adopt. T may inform the House that both the scheme for 
free compulsory primary education and a scheme for the setting 
up of machinery for conducting educative propaganda amongst the 
masses are receiving v cry careful attention of the Government. 

jUne of the gravest* problems that needs to he immediutels tackled 
relates to the relief of agricultural indebtedness. We have already 
made a beginning in this direction and 1 envisage the prospect 
^conciliation of debts being accomplished within the space of a year or 
two through a net-work of debt conciliation boards set up throughout 
the Province. These boards, according to the provisions of tin* Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors Act, are ill tended to scale down the amount of 
the debts to comparatively manageable proportions and the debtor* are 
given the * facility to pay such composed debts by easy instalment*. 
The relief proposed to Jbe given will not, however, yield any perma- 
nent results if slaps are not taken* sit the same fiiuc to prevent the 
raiyats from relapsing into the same hapless state through incurring 
further unproductive debts. And they* will also have to lie provided 
with proper credit facilities for their long-term and short-term require- 
ments. How best such facilities can be given— whether through co- 
operative credit societies or fend mortgage banks— is receiving the 
careful consideration of the Government. The Government are also 
considering if it would be possible to include the village money-lender 
in the scheme of supplying rural credit which may eventually be 
adopted. His methods hitherto have not been ulwuvs above- board, but it 
cannot be denied /hat he has played an important role in supplying 
credit to the rural population. 11^ belongs to a class t^liich is of 
considerable importance and if gfter proper reform methods and 

outlook he can be induced to form part #f a scientific machinery for the 
supply of rural credit, this would greatly facilitate the solution of the 
problem- This aspect of the question is also receiving the attention of 

the Government. * 

• • 

The incidence of land tenure also constitute* a hardship fof the 
agriculturist. Our land system is so complicated and unstated the 
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changing conditions thejt there is a country-wide 6 demand for its 
revision. The Government are^ fully aware of the urgency of the 
problem and the Hon’ble Minister for Revenue will shprtly introduce 
a Bill for removing the most pressing disabilities of the tentntB. 
But a comprehensive and scientific revision of our land system will 
naturally require v6ry careful investigation and it is proposed to 
set up a Commission to^go carefully into various aspects of the question 
such as the effect of the system of subinfeudation on, economic holdings, 
the incidence of rent payable by the agriculturist, the narrowing down 
of intermediary interests, tha possibility and methods of State acquisi- 
tion of proprietary interests through the grant of compensation and 
various other allied questions. ' *** 

Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, on a point of order, may I 
enquire if it is permissible for the Hon'ble Finance Minister to refer 
to the probable activities of different Ministers in ,the course of bis 
Budget speech Y 


' Mr. 8PEAKER: It is very difficult to carry on the work of this 
House if such constant interruptions are made. I have repeatedly 
told the House thtat I have been carefully following the speech. So 
far as I have heard it i* quite relevant, because the Permanent Settle- 
**’* > nt Commission in itself may not affeet the finances of the province, 
:...i it affects the general econonfic condition of the tenant and the 
mimlar ami as such ultimately affects the economic outlook and I, 
-cefore, hold that it is perfectly relevant. 1 appeal to my friend 
..l lie will not interrupt the Hon'ble Minister further. 

Th* Hon'ble Mr. NALiNI RANJAN 8ARKER: Ij realise, 
’ever, that the problem that is of paramount importance 

• lie cultivator is the improvement in the prices of agricultural com- 
litios. There is perhni* an exj>ectation in the minds of the people 
f the establishment of popular Government *wiil help to raise 
level of prices. But 1 would like you to realise that a provincial 
eminent's powers in this respect are very limited. Apart from the 

• that agricultural prices depend on world conditiens we have not in 
provinces the power to adjust isueh factors as currency or tariff 
r, h may levtip <up the level of internal prices. These matters 
e, as, you know, under the purview of the Central Government. To 
extent, however, that it may be possible to stimulate prices through 
♦•oved mftbods of production, better marketing facilities and 
..lueiug fbe holding power)of the raiyats, I can assure honourable 

"hers that these questions are receiving the most anxious cousidera- 
of tUe*present Government. e 
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I have no doubt in my mind that \vhen the ground is prepared by the 
revision of agricultural debt and tenancy laws and the cultivator is 
rescued from his present penury and educated into new habits of thrift 
andf prudence, there will be a happy metamorphosis of our economic 
condition, and most of our problems will become much easier of 
solution. But for this it is necessary to instil into the minds of the 
people the true spirit of co-ojx^ration aud to rouse them to a sense of 
enlightened self-interest. AwakeiPthe people to n sense ol intolerance 
of dirt and disease, of poverty and idleness, and there will be forth- 
coming co-operative effort of u purely spontaneous) kind to accomplish 
work that is of benefit to the community as a whole. Marshes can 
be filled, mosquitoes killed, waterways cleared, embankments repaired, 
squalor removed, all by the voluntary efforts of the eommu^ty thus 
greatly lessening the need for money payments. In a country in which 
surplus labour is the most conspicuous form of wealth and land is 
almost the only form ot capital, to be obsessed unduly terith the ideas 
of a money economy to be imprisoned in a vicious circle which it is 
impossible to break. In a country where nature is so bountiful, 
improvement in the standard of living of the people does not neces- 
sarily depend wholly on the money income. Intelligent use of ostr 
•nStural resources and properly disciplined self-exerfion qpn materially 
improve the conditions of life of the agricultural jtjpulation, parti- 
cularly in) regard 1o the primary necessaries of life. Better food is not 
necessarily* costlier food in this Country and if the farmer is properly 
educated to recognise the value of healthier physical and social condi- 
tions, he will be able to a considerable extent to help himself even 

though his money income does not immediately improve. 

* • 

It *is to these ends ftiat our efforts and our resources should be 
directed in tb<^ initial stages. When tfie raivat, who forms the back- 
bone of our economic system, is converter! into a more potent factor of * 
production, the chief source of our national revenue will have been 
strengthened and we can therff look forward to greater prosperity and 
prugre#*. With a large agricultural population in possession of an 
increased purchasing power, the products of industry, big and small, 
will find a readier and aymore remunerative market within ^he country 
and the national economy*, w ? ith a balanced industrial and agricultural 
aftivity, will find and preserve its equilibrium with a steady and rapid 
increase alike in production and cojamniption. The unemployed would 
be slowly absorbed in various kinds of productive • dbd distributive 
activity in the sheer momentum of ee<fbomic progress. r 


May I say a word here regarding labour winch in the rapidly 
expanding conditions <4 to-day is everywhere receiving more attention? 
We have also set up a separate portfolio for labour and the Hop'ble . 
Minister in charge is increased with the necessity of creating seme 
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machinery for safeguarding the interests of the workers. The Govern- 
ment have accordingly decided to appoint a Labour Officer and* other 
officers to look after the welfare of the labourers. A careful investiga- 
tion will also be made into the mode of life and standard of living of 
the labourers and efforts will be made to raise The Government 
will also encourage the growth of trade unions along healthy lines for 
through such associations and co-operative efforts are the interests of 
the labourers best secured. 

[put may 1 sound a note of warning here against the evil of creating 
disaffection amongst the labourers and making- them resort to strikes 
on slender grounds? Strikes are no doubt useful weapons in the, hands 
of labour for ensuring the right of collective bargaining. But if 
abused, « strikes cease to become a privilege. Those who induce 
labourers to go on strike on the slenderest of occasions are helping 
to make them exhaust the finest weapon in their armoury for very 
trivial purposes, and when u big occasion comes, their strike will be 
taken less serioush than if it were reserved for ven special circum- 
stances. Besides, frequent lal>oui trouble acts as a drag on industrial 
expansion. In Bengal where industrial capital is already very shy, it 
h**s a tendency to further frighten capital away from avenues of indus- 
trial investment. Ancjjif industry does not expand, how are the 
labourers going WJ benefit ? 

T may also take this opportunity «of impressing on employers the 
...»d of recognising the legit imatejighl* of lalsmr. They ran no longer 
■••mill indifferent to the demands of the lubouicr* — when .such demands 
. neither exorbitant nor unreasonable. The conditions of lalrnui have 
‘)0 improved, and 'A is useless toy employers to remain wedded to the 

• tude of mind of two decades ago. 

I now turn to the problem' of educated middle-classi unemployment 
.,’h is doubtless exercising* the minds ot most honourable members 
•his House. We are all familiar with the hardships which the youth 
.l»is Province have to undergo at thefhresholdyof their careers; and 
would deny that even thing* that is possible should l*e done to 

• viate their suffering? Middle-class employment, it will be evident 
.. little reflection, is not in the same sense productive as the work of 

finer or a factory bund. The expansion of commercial activities is a 
requisite of the creation of the work of a clerk or*n supervisor or any 
w jobs such as our middle-das* young men seek. It is often said 
• unemployntefrt is due to the academic nature of the present-day 
atiow and that vocational instruction and the provision of technical 
•ling will reduce the evil. The presence of a large number of young 
. with a high technical training among the unemployed is a standing 
•• ration of that view. It is necessary to /dearly understand the 
i ion)of Government in this respect. The Government by the 
/insion'of their beneficent activities according to their resources 
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can no doubt give employmerit to somf of fhe utieraployed but not to an 
extent likely to absorb even a fraction of the vast number of 
unemployed educated youth. # The expansion # of governmental activity 
in any direction must necessarily mean more employment. Thus if 
free primary education is introduced or technical education extended or 
public health organisations expanded, this will in every instance mean 
the employment of a fairly large number of young men. -Apart from 
such direeffhelp, KWevor, the Government can also help to enlargo the 
avenues of employment by undertaking public work* on a larger scale. 
As a matter of fact the Government are considering many such schemes. 
Butjwhile this would undoubtedly lead to better opportunities for 
employment, tjjere should be m the Province an adequate machinery 
through whicji the expansion of State activity would be reflected in 
benefits* accruing to our unemployed young men. If, for instance, the 
Government decide to build a number of bridges or construct more 
roads, buildings ajid canals, etc., the full lamefit will nf>t accrue to Us 
if the award of the contract has to go to any firm outside Bengal, or 
if we have to get our labour from one province, our skilled artisans 
from another and other employees from somewhere else. 1 may mention 
iy this connection that there is too otten an unreasonable prejudice*iu 
•tie minds of our people against ceituin dashes of wyrk. One has 
only' to think of the many avenues of employment efen in the existing 
conditions which Bengal ha* virtually thrown away to the people of 
other provinces to realise how our whole attitude to work needs 
a sjieedy and a radical rovisiomTPlffie change can be brought utmut 
•uly by careful pmpaganda undTni* is but another instance to bear out 
the importance which I* have all along attached piopagamla. I may 
tell the honouralfle members that the Government are considering the 
appointment of an officer to investigate thoroughly into the (fuestion of 
the opport unifies offered by the vnriouf channels of employment which 
are now occupied by men from other provinces and to see what help the 
Government can render to gradually fit our young men for such 
occupations. The Govern in dfit tun also help lo widen the scope of 
employment by stimulating fhdustrial and trade activity. 
Ultimately the solution for unemployment must lie in an expansion of 
the economic activities of the country . The State, can % of course, 
give an inifieius to such an expansion through provision of technical 
advice, direct^assintance to small industries, cheap capital n ml in various 
other ways. When industrial acuity expands it will, keij^ to absorb 
both surplus agricultural labour and iniddle~c}#k# unemployment. 
The Government can alio help nation#! industries through a policy of 
local purchase and preference for indigenous goods. It is under our 
contemplation to do so on a larger scale. W% can also press the 
Central Government Jar a legitimate share of the benefit* that must 
accrue from their policy of store* purchase and public works./ And , 
we are carefully considering what part of the Government «ef India's 
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requirements we can pnylucer and supply from Bengal and how such a 
scheme can become practically effective. In order to reap the full 
benefit of all this, however, it is necessary that there should be adequate 
economic machinery in the country to cope with the increased /oppor- 
tunities thus afforded. The Government are also considering whether 
the army can afford a profitable avenue of employment for the young 
men of Bengal and how to persuade the Government of India to give 
them such opportunities. • * * 

1 have digressed a great deal from the main purposes of a budget 
statement. But ray aim is to show' that our problems call for the 
greatest circumspection at each step and that it is only by ensur- 
ing one basic condition after another that real progress c^n be achieved. 
It is m>t % H question merely of a definite outlay of funds ii* each project, 
and on each objective that excites our sympathies. The magnitude of 
our problems is naturally in direct proportion to the intensity of our 
poverty. To i^qnecinte this inter-dej>endenoe and tf^ adjust from time 
to time our ends t<I)our means and the means to the ends are to my mind 
the essence of practical wisdom. 

It is true thut for <he stupendous task of national reconstruction that 
awtoits us our resources are very inadequate. 1 do not, however, wi<jh 
to strike a node of despair. On the contrary, 1 believe that with our 
present resources and future expectations we can make a fair start in 
various directions. I would like to enydiasise the brighter side of the 
p*' »ure in my statement to, honourable members. 

There are three directions in which ameliorative measures are mos[ 
...at but at the same time very expensive. The first of these relates 
• unpulsory Primnfy F/lucution throughout the Province; the second 
. ins improvement in irrigational facilities* which is mainly yeve*- 
tor Western Bengal where productivity of land has greatly deteiio- 
; ; and the thinj) relates O. the improvement of inland waterways 
. ularly in districts of Eastern Bengal, For the financing of 
•' ts in these three diiections we have the' Ixmefit of special ad hoc 
bit ion. The relative Acts, contain provisions for the raisyig of 
•*ic taxation for these purposes and these beneficent projects will 
‘ i is expected, invohe too big a drain on the normal revenue. It 
o seen' that such direct and immediate benefits will accrue to the 
"* as a result of these projects that these specific taxes should not 
sery burdensome. Specific taxation has also the added advantage 
” is <*u rurally, for specific purpose^ which in these instances cou- 
♦' lieneficent measures and G»e proceed?* cannot be diverted to the 
.1 needs of the Government even in times of difficulty 7j 

five taxation measures adopted in Iff .15 which are duf to expire in 
will, I hope, Ik* renewed in time. They c would increase our 
* dug revenue by about 30 lakhs, which would greatly help tht 
don •o'f the beneficent activities of the Government. 
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The estimate ofc expenditure incites *moi* than half a crore on 
aocouftt of measures taken both as a fure and as a preventive for the 
anarchist movement. Of this amount more than half is accounted for 
by the additional staff in the f > olice and Jail 'Departments. It can be 
reasonably hoped that it may be possible to reduce the expenditure 
considerably under this head within the course of a year or two. Even 
if all political prisoners could be released at once, that would not give 
us an immediate saving of Us. M •lakhs. For, the release of detenus 
is not identical with the complete disappearance* of subversive move- v 
ments, and for some time after such release can be effected, the 
additional machinery may still hu\e to lie maintained to a certain 
degree*to meet the possibility of recrudescence of the terrorist move- 
ment or the appearance of other subversi\e movements. But^eventu- 
ally with an improvement in the position, it may Ik» jiossible no doubt 
to effect a saving of nearly the whole amount, iiut 1 would at the 
same time set off against this saving a liability which weaonnot ignore. 

It may prove profitably to spend a portion of this saving on Students’ 
Welfare movements as a more radical antidote to the canker of subver- 
sive influences. 

• Over and above all this is tin* prospect of our getting a share of tlie 
Income-tax Revenue from the Ontrul Government uyder'the Niemeyer 
scheme as a result of the improvement in Railway finance. It is 
perhaps too soon to count wit!* anv certainty on a surplus in the 
Railway Budget available for appropriation by the Central Government 
as the contribution of the railways to the general revenues. But we 
may note with special gratification the signs that are of late visible of 
genuine improvengmt in the railway earnings. 

• • 

And last but not least it should b<* remembered that we have to 
explore new sources of taxation, which* though they do not suggest 
themselves in concrete form, are essential if we are to give effect to 
a planned programme of national reconstruction. We cannot make 
bricks ^without straw; nor can we Undertake the stu)»eiidous task of 
national uplift with slender means and a taboo against any increase of 
taxation. We have, of course, to frame our taxation proposals carefully 
with due regard to their incidence and impose it onl^ on those who 
can shoulder an additional burden. I have no doubt that honourable 
memlw*rs, eager to implement their^ promises to the electorate, will offer 
their full measure of support. # 

’W'liile I have endeavoured, as in duty bound, to make clear the 
limitations of our financial position, I must also jgdnt out that we are 
not altogether thrown on our own resource# in one or two specified 
matter#. Thu# for the construction of roads and bridge# with a View 
to improve communication# we can expect subvention# from %be Optra! 
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V Government which tog*£her*witk the proceeds of . the Motor Vehicles 
Tax would prove fairly sufficient for the improvement of our road 
communications. Likewise, for rural reconstruction, Bengal, will 
receive a contribution of* 6 lakhs a year from the Centre for the 
next three years. It is no small advantage that we are now starting 
with a clean slate with no loans outstanding and no interest charges 
forming part of our normal recurring expenditure. As soon as we are 
assured of an adequate recurring sufplus on revenud accouitt, we shall 
be in a position to raise loans of some magnitude to finance comprehen- 
sive schemes of national welfare. 

• 

Sir, I have nearly done. I am afraid I have presumed considerably 
on the patience and tolerance of honourable members. Put I felt that 
at the commencement of the new epoch we should have a clear idea 
of the changes that have taken place, the problems that lie ahead and 
of our resources in money and material with which t/> face the task. I 
hope that honourable members have been able toeform some idea of the 
position and liabilities of the new Government, of the problems it 
seeks to solve and the policy it proposes to pursue. Only when we know 
exactly where we stand can we resolutely commence the forward march 
towards our goal. 

I take this opportunity of making jin appeal to the members of the 
'■’vires, both Indian and European, who form the main limb ot the 
. Ministration and on whose efficiency and loyal co-operation the 
ss of the whole Government very largely depends. On us, thj 

• usihle Minister^ of the Government, wifi undoubtedly fall the 
ars and frowns of the country for tin* policy which we adopt, hut 

them, to a very large extent indeed, will rest the successful carry- 
out of that policy. This will he true in a special degree of the 
r or superior services. 1 am moved to make a particular appeal 
European members ot those services. I would ask them to feel 
they share with us a sacred trust. If India is the laud of our 
it is no less the land they have chosen to serve. I am confident 
the national aspirations which guide us in our endeavours will 
v e at \)icir hands due honour and unflinching support, and that a 
al posterity will never have occasion to say that as self-Govern- 

• camcj, to India through the door, the ardour’ of the European 

• *ers »>f the services fled through the window. We, in our turn, 
.,.>sure them'ulong with all other Government servants that so long 
•*v t .’luce at the disposal of*the new Government the high order of 
.e and efficiency which they have rendered in the past and help us 
nistratively to i ranslate our policy into action, they will always 
omplete trust and all possible protection from the Provincial 

Tuiment, I may add from the experience I have gathered in course 
•* first few months as a member of the neW Government through my 
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contact with severe^ members of th^ higher services that they have 
giveif evidence of an excellent spirit* both in the districts and in the 
departments of the Secretariat, and I am happy to bear testimony to 
the ready help and co-operation that I have deceived from them. 

• 

The Indian members of the services also have a special responsibility 
to discharge. As responsible members of the administration and as men 
who will have to shoulder an eve^-increasing share of the administra- 
tion in the future, they owe it to themselves and ta the country to bring 
to bear on their duties the efficiency, loyalty and thoroughness which 
they have shown in the past. To-day they have an added iuterest in 
their work inasmuch as it is an autonomous Government of which they 
fcorin a part, afid they can rest assured of every help and support from 
Government s<* long as they discharge their duties under the nfw condi- 
tions with devotion and efficiency. 

1 am happy 4o take this opportunity of expressing my grateful 
thanks to Sir John Wdbdhead, my predecessor in office, for his conscien- 
tious and efficient custodianship of our provincial finances during the 
difficult years that we have lived through. He laboured hard for the 
gpod of this province, und his name will long be gratefully remembered. 
1 trust that in the improved financial position which Bengal now 
enjoys he will find some reward for all the care and energy which he 
devoted to the preparation of mr case on the eve of the settlement. I 
must also thank Sir John for the tngihle ht* took in keeping everything 
ready and smooth tor his successor, and I uni personally grateful to him 
Tor liming stayed on npie days after his term ceased on the .'list March 
to help me in ^he initial stages «duiiug the difficult jieriod of the 

transition. 

• • 

It remain^ for me to perforin another pleasant duty before resum- 
ing my seat — to thank the officers and the staff of the Finance Depart- 
ment for the ready help ai^l co-operation they have rendered me. 
But for their ungrudging assistance and unremitting toil, my task 
would* have proved too onerous. 

Sir, 1 have now the honour of presenting the Budget for 1937-38. 
I ask very respectfully the consideration of its provisions in the hope 
that members, irrespective of part^ bios and affiliation, will make an 
earnest* endeavour to examine them on their merjt^ *and *offer such 
criticism as may be helpful and constructive aijd thus set i a high 
standard of discussion. The fervent patriotism which illumines the 
whole of this great land of Hindustban to-day was first kindled in 
Bengal. Let us once more attempt to retrieve W heritage through 
constructive endeavodf. and sealous service in the cause of the nation. 
Bande Mataram. 
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Mr. SPEAKERS Before 'I proceed to adjourn, the House I might 
inform the House that if the mobr of the adjournment motion receives 
the written consent of the Speaker on Monday and it is not otherwise 
disallowed or if no objection is raised and the requisite permission is 
given then I propose to take it up at 5 p.m. on Monday Und formal 
permission will he given to move the adjournment motion. 

Adjournment. 

The Assembly was then adjourned till 8-45 p.m. on Monday, the 
2nd August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 0 



Proc««drag* of the Bengal Legfalative Assembly assembled 
under the provision* of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 2nd August, 1937, at 3-45 p.m. 


Peasant; 

Mr^Speakcr (the lion'hle Khan Bahadur M. Azizt’L Hair’K, c.i.k.) 
i« the Chair, tfie eleven Hon 'hie Ministers and 228 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Lean Companies and the Bengal Agricultural Debtors' Aot. 

"•5. Maulvi MUHAMMAD* IBRAHIM; ,.n lx the Hon't.le 
Mini'.lw in char^«* of tin* I ’o-oprral A t Credit urn) Kura) I nili'litcMlness 
Department aware that the Bengal 1/oan Companies have been affected 

bv t lie pacing id Bengal Agricultural Debtor* Act, 193(>? 

• • • 

<5* It tin* answer to # (<u i> in the uflirinuthe, wiH the llon’ble 
Milliner la* pleaded to ><tute whether Uie (Government i* considering 
the desirability of exempting the Loan pmipunie* from the* operation 
o/ the Act b\ legislation^ 


MINISTER in oharg* of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bl* Mr. Mukunda Bahary 
Munich): {a) Ye«. 

. \U\ No. 


Maulvi MUHAMMAD IBRAGIM: # t»n a point of order. Sir. I did 
not give notice of this question. 


Mr. SPEAKER: f u view of thi* denial, the question does not arise 
at all, but I think the matter requires investigation. Ii is vesy^sariftus. 
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Duties of clerk 1 in y rural sub-registfy 


\/C Maujvi ABDUV LATIF BMW At: (a) Will the iWble 

Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) department be 
pleased to state — 


(i) whether it is a fact tlial in a rural sub-registry office there is 
only one clerk; 

00 whether such' clerk lias to make 2(M) index entries in a day in 
addition to his duties, such as making correspondence, 
keeping accounts and records, preparing all sorts of hills, 
statements and returns, etc., and attending the Bench of 
the Sub-Registrar for realising fees and cheeking docu- 
ments; 

(ui) that in addition to those duties, the clerk is also required to do 
the* work imposed upon him by the introduction of the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act,# Tobacco License Act 
and Agricultural Debtors Act; 

(tr) that the clerk lias to work in the morning and in the evening 

and during the holidays to complete all his works th/is 

allotted to him; and 
* 

(v) that in addition to his aforesaid duties he is also required for 
copying work? # 


>b) If the answers to (ft) are m the affiriuati\e, will the Hcm’blc 
'•ister be pleased to state whether he considers it desirable to give 
iional hands in»a rural sub-mristn office? 


MINISTER in charge . of EDUCATION (REGISTRATION) 
- **ARTMENT (tha Hon'ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (Vi) (i) Yes. 

*t) Yes. It is generally expected that a c lerk would make at least 
'ndex entries, but the standard has not been fixed yet. f 
•n) Yes. 

. r) Sometimes the c lerks have to work outside office hours. 

* 1 tfo- If he docs any copying work, the aimnpjt of index entriea 
i bo eorrospondinglv decreased. 

M The qne^ifn of the adequacy of staff in sub-registry offices is at 
•*nt finder the consideration of (Government. 


■*r. BYEO tIALALUOOIN HAShEMY: Will the Hon'ble Mini*- 
:udly explain the policy of (Government underlying the fact that 
•* to la? only one clerk in a rural sub-registry offica? 
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Tilt HaiFWe Mr % A« (C# FAZLUL tyUQf l^eijuire notice of a ques- 
tion of such a comprehensive character. 

Miulvi ABDUL LATIF BftWAS* Is it h fact that the clerk in a 
sub-registry* office is forced to make index entries and also to do 
copying work? 

Tilt HwFMt M». A. K. FAZLUL MUQs I have no information at 

present, Jmt T promise to make enquiries in the matter. 


Bengal Tsnanoy Ant Muharrira. 
w • 

\,*T^’Maulvi ABOUL LATIF BISWAS: Will thr Hon’hle 

Minister in charge of the Ed mat ion (Registration) IJepartment be 
pleased to state whether it is « fact — 

(/) that the Bengal Tenancy Act muharrtrs were first appointed 
temporarily on a salary of K». 2b per month with the pro- 
spect of Wing made permanent ; # 

* (u* that after a year or so they were reduced to piece-workers; and 
•0^ui) that Suh- Registrars now-a-dnys get the 'Bengal Tenancy 
work done h\ an\ orJinurN extra muhnrrir? 

(b) If the answers to are in the affirmative, what are the raaanns 
f%r not giving effect to the implied hope which the Government gave 
to the Bengal Tenancy Act muhamy at the time qf their appointment? 

(e) Is the Hon'bfo Minister aware— 

• • 

(t) that s^nilar temjHirarv hands ff'ere taken in the CoHectorate 
simultaneously with the Bengal Tenancy Act muharrir * in 
the sub-registry office; and 

(ti) that those bands taken* in the Collectorate for the work of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act have Wen made permanent? 

{d) If the answers to <r) are in the affirmative, will tW Hon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons why the muharrin for Bengal 
Tenancy work in fhe sub-registry office are Wing differently# treated in 
the matter? 

Tljt MfffM# Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQt (a)\i) No. The Bengal 

Tenancy Act wiwAaretri were appointed on a purely temporary ba sis. 

(tt) Yes. 

(tu) No, not as a rile. 

(b) Does not arise. 

5 
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(c) (t) and (n; The infoitnatjpn is not readily, available. 

(d) Does not arise. .5 

y^aulvl ABDUL LA^IF BISWAS: *With regard to clause (u), ie 
it not a fact that the Bengal Tenancy Act muhctrrirt have been reduced 
to piece-workers? 

Tht Hon hia Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; I have no information at 
present; I want notice. 


Appointynont of Inspectors and Auditors in the Co-operafive Department. 


[ Mr. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: (a) Will the Hou’ble 
Minister in cflarge of the Co-operative Credit and jkural Indebtedness 
Department be pleused to state whether it is a .fact — 


(i) that a large number of Inspectors and Auditors will be appointed 

in the Co-operative Department; and 

(ii) whether the appointments will be made through the Public* 

Service Commission? 


(h) If the answer to (cr) (u) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
mister be pleased to state the . easons therefor? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether ar.y 
.mutual ratio has been settled for these ap]M>intments? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
aister be pleased to Htate whether he is proposing making the appoint- 
■Mts through restrictive competitive examination of members of 
•orent communities? If not, why not? 

Th« Hoit'blt Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) (t) Yes, 

80 . 

;i) No. 

") Rules do not require that the Public Service Commission shall 
a suited as to the appointments of officers of this grade. 

* A communal ratio will la* settled, but it has not yet been fixed. 

’ Jhe appointments will *be made by a competitive examination 

* the candidates chosen by a Selection Board, due regard being 
■ j the communal ratio fixe<l. 


NAGENDRA NATH BEN. How long has the matter been in 
•tpjptrcm, and what is the reason for so^much delay? 
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The Hon*We Mr. MUKUNDA QEHARYa MULLICK: I am not 

•#ar» of that. 

\yi U. SYED JALALUDOIli HASHEMY:*Mhv I know the precise 

time when % final selection willin' made by the proposed board? 

TIM Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKt I cannot 
say that new. ' 

/ /flr SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: ]),.,•> the election lnmrd 
consist of official members only, or both of official and non-official 
members? 

0 

The- Hod'S I. Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Thu also 
has not yet been settled. 

y/'Miulai ABOl/L QARI: N it not a fact that all the applications 
have been sent to the district authorities concerned? 

TIm Hon’bla Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Yes. Sir. # 

> • 

ABDUL BARI: I* it a fact that all the applications were 
uot sent out but only n few selected from them? 

• * 

TIm Hon'bl# Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 do not 

Aink so, Sir. 

sj/ Icban Bahadur MUHAMMAD ALI: Is it the intention or the 
Hon’lile Minister to obtain district nomination? 


* TIm Hon’bl* Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKt Yes r Sir. 

» 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ALI: Is it the intention that the 
appointments will he made on district nominations as called for? 


Tha Hon’bla Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIOK: I think so. 
• • 


selection P 


: What will 1 m* tfce principle to defeftnino the final 


TIm Hatt’bla Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: That also 
has noj. yet been settled. 

\/nu MUM tmmimn WJien does he expect to *dtle the roaftwr? 
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Thi Hon’bte Mr. MUKUttDA BEHARY MULLICK: I cannot say 
that now. 

n/AhoUw member: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state as 
to how the district nominations will»to made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It has been 

left to the discretion of the district aufhorities. 


Proposed bridge over the Mahananda at Malda station ghat. 




Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: (a) Is the Bon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware of the 
inconvenience' felt by the public, especially the railway passengers for 
want of a bridge over the Mahananda at (he M|lda station ghat? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in (he affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering (lie desirability of taking steps in the matter? 

(r) If any steps are in contemplation, when are the same likely to 
he taken up? 


MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 8ir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Yea. 

. /j ) The proposal for the construction of a bridge will be considered 
merits after the comprehensive programme of road development 
been received frthn the Special Officer, Hoad Development Projects. 

■ r) Does not arise. 

✓ ° 

- r 

A mombor: By what time the comprehensive programme of the 
al officer is expected to be received? 


'he Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: By September 

s 

Hr, SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is there any proposal for 
instruction of a bridge? 

“hi HonWSSr BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Yes, there is one. 

* i 

~ member: Will it l*» jmssible to take up the matter independently, 
U it depend o* a speculative report which is being anticipated? 


"lie Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: It would depend 
o Mport 
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f 10. Maulvi ABDUR RAIZAK: (a) la the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of t^ie Home (Police) Department contemplating the extension 
of the Immoral Traffic Act throughout Bengal? 

(b) If 


(i) wtfat are fhe reasons; 


(»t) whether the Oovcrmrtent have taken into consideration the 
possible efFect of such extension to the country aide ; anti 
(iift whether public opinion will be invited before the final decision 
is arrived at ? 


MINISTER in charge of HOME (POLICE) DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon 9 li!e Khwaja Sir Naiimuddin) : ui No. 

( b ) Does not arisoi 


Maulvi ABDUR RAZZAK: ! did not give notice of this question, 
Sjr. • 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is \ cn regrettable that foi* a second time 1 
have been informed of this. In view of the statement made, this 
question does not arise for the*tiinc being. I urn going to institute 
an enquiry into the matter, the remit* of* which T will bring to the 
gotice of the House in due course. 


Prjpoftort in the Andamans. 

V^fOA. Mr. KIR AN 8ANKAR RO/; (</) Hus the attention of the 
IJon'ble Minister in charge of the ffome Tails) Department been drawn 
to the press report that a largo number of prisoners in the Andamans 
have been on hunger strike since the 5Mth July last, which was the 
date Ift* which they had demanded the acceptance by Government of 
the terras of their petition to the Government? 

<b) What were the terms of that petition? 

(c I What step* do the Government of Bengal profame to take, or 
what steps have they taken, to meet, their demands and Jo redress their 
grievances? 

Tim Hon’tito Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: la) I have ’seen the 
communique issued by the Government of India. 

(b) I have not see^ a copy of* the whole petition. The demands of 
the convict# have l>#en reproduced in the communique, 

(e) Nona. 
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r Hr. KIR AN SANKAfi RdY:< Will the HonWMinieter he pleased 
to state whether the Bengal prisoners in the Andamans are within 
the jurisdiction of the Government of Bengal? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The cellular jail is not 

within the jurisdiction of the Government of Bengal. 


*r. 


KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Is it not a fact that most of the 
hunger-strikers in the Andamans belong to Bengal? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am sorry I lffive no 
information. 

TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: I« it uot the duty of the 
Hon’ble Minister, when such a grave report appears in the press, to 
find out whether a large number of prisoriers---a8 we know* it for a 
fact — who have gone on hunger-strike are citizens of this Presidency? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am making enquiries. 
Sir. 

VX"'Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WA||M : Am 1 to understand that 
‘ !. k Hon’ble Minister is making enquiries with a view to redressing the 
ranees of those prisoners who have gone on hunger-strike? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: L. refer the hon’ble 
..U*r to my reply to (c). 

A member: Since when las he begun this enquiry? 

he Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUrDIN: After the report was 
-shed. ,, 

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Since published iu the 

~s? 

rn* Hwi'bl. Khwaja «ir NAZIMUDDIN: Vos. 

L t 

'* member: What was the' nature of the offences for which the 
•*era art' serving sentences in the Andamans? 


SPEAKER* This question does not arisf, because we are parti- 
- v Concerned with the publication of a report of hunger-strike by 
- isoherw in the Andamans. 1 
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y/W. NIHARENOU OUTTA MAlUMOAIfc When was the nefei 

laceived, and why was it suppressed since the 24th July? 


• • 

Mr. SPEAKER* You cannot assume that it was suppressed. You 
can put only specific questions to elicit what information you want, 

Jr. NipAREtyDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: Is it a fad that the 
news was suppressed from the 24tn of July? \)£heti did the Govern- 
ment of Bengal receive the news? 


Tha Hon’bli Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not the business 
<nf the Governtftent of Bengal to publish such news. The Government 
of India are ill communication with the jail authorities. m 

NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR ! W ilk the Hon ble 

Minister grant immediately revision of treatment to the prisoners, and 
order that they should be brought back to Bengal at once? 


. Mr. SPEAKER: This question of \ours does not arise, being u 
•a request for action 


\yHtr. NIHARENOU OUTT4 MAZUMDAR: Will th* 1 low 'ble 
Minister immediately order that the prisoners be placed in Division II? 


Mr. SPEAKER: You are again asking for certain action being 
tqken. I am sor»y l cannot allow# that. 




lr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MARUMDAR: Will the Ilon'ble 
Minister kindly take step* in order to mllke it possible for the hunger- 
strikers to put an end to their strike, and to bring all the prisoners back 
home ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid all >our questions are taking the form 
of requests for action, and not for eliciting further information. I 
would advise you to put the question in p different form, viz., to consider 
the desirability oS taking steps in order to put an end to the hunger- 
strike. 


U-'far. NIHARENOU OUTTA MAEUMDARl W ill the. Unn’ble 
Minister consider the desirability of taking all possible stepn with a 
view to putting an end to the hunger-strike? # 

The Hoo’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the kqp’ble 
member to my reply to 4p), and I have nothing further to add. • 
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Mr. IYED JALALNDDiN MASHEMY: Ha* the Whole copy of 
the petition been received, and is there any reaeon not to publish the 
same? 


The Hon'bl# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have not got the whole 

copy of the petition. 

S6t . P. BANERJEE: What aie the reasons tor not taking any 
steps as stated in anlwer to ( c )? 


The Hon* We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I consider that govern- 
ment will be impossible if the terms of those who are on hunger-strike 
are ecc$(led to and if Government surrender to what they demand. 


V^Mr. 


Mr. P. BANERJEE: Does the Ilon'ble Minister refuse to 
any step whatsoever to redress the grievances of these prisoners? 


take 


Tha Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No redress can be had 

so long as the hunger-strike continues. 

P. BANERJEE: Is the Ilon’ble Minister in a position to 
contradict me when I say that the*e prisoners were sent to the Andamans 
:it the instance of this Government? 


Mr. SPEAKER: l am afraid, this is not the proper form to put 
yrcstion — in the form of a challenge. You may put your question 
.. simpler way. 

A member: Are there doctors for the treatment of the hun^er- 
U*n*? 

« 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the 
ble member to the communique in" which it is clearly indicated 
the Government of India are making all arrangements. 


-umar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: With reference to (c), 
• to take it that the Government refuse to accept any responsibility 
a matter? 

tha HOft'blVxuwaJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, for the time being. 
■ 4 oL; Shame, shame.) * 


-r. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: H ow many prisoners, 

* ted by Bengal courts of law, are involved? 

<« ttafc’fcta Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN^ I have no information. 
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^Mr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE:' M#v I ask what ha ,mean» 
by “/or tlie time being’ ’? Does he propose to take action later on? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: * It depends on what will 
develop in future. I have no information as to what the Government 
of India propose to do in the matter. 


i 


*Mr. SYAMApAaSAD MOOKERJEE: Does he propose to depend 
on what action the Government of India mav take in the matter f 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Government position 
is that they are not prepared to take any step so long as the hunger- 
strike continue 

^^jrfrTsYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE : Has that decision been 
communicated to ^ie hunger-strikers that the Government of Bengal 
refuse to take an\ adieu until the strike is called off? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: rhe Government of 
Bengal are not in isminmuiitition with the hunger-strikers. It is Hie 
•(Government of India who are primarily concerned. 

w^5lr 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: lla« this view of the Unv- 
eminent of Bengal been commnnicated to the Government of India? 

• The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No opinion has been 

asked for from the Government of Bengal. 

• • 

vllffc 8YAMAPRA8A5 MOOKERJEE • Does the lion ’hie Minister 
propose to communicate this view of tffe Government of Bengal, that 
np action should be taken until the hunger-strike i* actually withdrawn? 

Th. Hon’bl* Khwaja Sir llAZIRfUDDIN : That is u hypothetical 
queatidh. 

v Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister definitely contemplates that 
there would be no step taken until the hunger-strike is withdrawn. In 
view of this statement, I think the question is nol a hypothetical one, 
but is in order. 

Tba Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMtlDDIN: *We propose to wait 
and see what the Government of India intend to do, and when the matter 
comes within our responsibility, we will then decide our line of action. 

V / 8» r. 8Y AM APR AS AD MOOKERJEE: May I know at what *U<re 
the r es ponsibility of the fion’ble Minister will actually com# in ^ 
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Th# Hon’ble KhwaJI Sir NAZIMUDDIN: M^V I draw the atten- 
tion of the House to the fact that these people are prisoners convicted 
for grave offences ? r 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: On a point of order, Sir 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You cannot raise a point of order in the midst 
of a question. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That they have gone on 
huuger-strike and that because they have done so, they should be 
released is a position which the Government cannot accept. 

lit 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: My point of order is that when the 
Hon’ble Minister says that they were convicted for grave offences and 
when he says in connection with another question that he has no 
information about these detenus, any reference to the charges is, 
therefore, wrong. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am afraid some of the members rise to a point 
of order whieh is not at all a point of order. I must deprecate that" 
and would appeal to the members not to raise such points of order. A 
point of order arises when there is a violation of the rules of debate 

ny provision of law arising out of the proceedings. Here no such 

. .kf has been done. 

X 

8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
:l that lie has said only a tew minutes ago that he will take action 
time when bis responsibility comes in, and that lrter on he lias 
that he is not prepared to take action because the* 0 prisoners are 
■y of serious offences ? Will lie please reconcile the contradictory 
merits ¥ 

Hon'blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: So far as we a-e con- 
' "d at present, we promise to take no action. When the respon- 
v is ^ ours, then under the circumstances then prevailing, the 
*on will be decided. 

' *■ 

•.’r, 8ARAT CHANDRA B08£: Do I understand the Uou’ble 
ter to say v, that, however legitimate the grievances may be, they 
*<>i.*be listened to so long as these prisoners are on hunger-strike? 

'iia Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I said nothing of that 


'* TULtl CHANDRA C08WAMI: Yt>u said nothing different. 
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r. NIHARENtiV DUTTA MAZI/MdXR:' Has there been forced 


The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have no information. 

V/Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Has the Government 
of Bengal ajiy knowledge of the dangers of forced feeding? 

( No answer. ) 

xyUCr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE : May we know what the demands 
of the Convicted prisoners are? 

• * 

The «Hon , bft Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: These have be?n pub- 
lished in the communique. 

8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will he please enumerate them 
in the House? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 submit that that is^a 
^frivolous question. 


Mr. BAR AT CHANDRA BOSE: May I knotf, Mr. Speaker, 

whether a Minister can say that e* question is frivolous? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am afraitl tliat it i«* for the (’hair to say 

(Interruptions from Ministerial Bench.) I must very strongly depre- 
cate this M»rt of interruption. (“Shame! shame"«from the Opposition 
Benches. > You are al>K% committing the same irregularity. It would 
be im}>ossible*to onrry on the lmsiness # «f the House if during or at 
the end of a Question or answer there 4 s a persistent pouring in of 
condemnation or acclamation. I hope and trust that good sense will 
prevail, and my remarks will have the desired effect. 

As to whether the remark was friyolous or not, it is entirely for the 
Chair fo decide, and I would request the Hon'ble Home Minister, in 
view of the objection that lias been taken, to withdraw it. 

Tha Hon'bla Kjiwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have only tWid that I 
submit that the question is frivolous. As you have ruled that it is not 
in order*, I withdraw. 

tARAT CHANDRA BOSE: \u y I have an amtwef U> ibe 
question I have put? 


Mr« SPEAKER; f must say, Mr. Bose, that although your 
question is quite in* order, there is no doubt that you have seeis the 
grievances in the press <^mmuniqu£. 1 do not, therefore, think -that 
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it i« necessary for the Hon’bfe Minister to en&mer&te them here, 
especially as these have been mentioned in the communique. I must 
admit, however, that yoprs is quite a legitimate question, and it Will 
perfectly be open to you to say: “What are those grievances ?” 

sStir. SADAT CHANDRA BOSE: What are the grievances of these 
prisoners ? 

The Hon'bta Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDI||; I want notice. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA B08E* Mr. Speaker, am I in order in 
saying that the Hon’ hie the Home Minister is now taking a frivolous 
attitude ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are making a remark which you yourself 
objected to, Mr. Bose. tl 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA B08E: I have only put it to you in the 
shape of a question. * 

A member: The HonTde Minister has once said that it is the* 
responsibility of the Government of India to deal with the situation 
and subsequently he says that he is not concerned with this situation 
• the present moment. May I ask whether the Government of India 
. , not shifted to local Governments the responsibility to deal with the 
"s of their respective prisoners, and in the circumstances how can 
. Hon'ble Minister 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou must put specific questions, one by »ne. 

Thi same member: Is it not a fact that the responsibility tor the^e 
nus has been shifted by the Government of India to the Bengal 
• nriinieut y 

t 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think that the 
,-nsibil’ty has been shifted to the Bengal Government, hut so far 
■ m individual prisoner’s application is ooucerned, it has been stated 
such a pplications will lie considered by the Government of Bengal. 

• * 

-fr. SARATClUANDRA BOSE: Am I to take it that the Hon’ble 
IToifie Minister is not aware of the nature of the demands ef the 
mans prisoners? 

‘ha Hon’bta Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated 
1 have seen the communique, but as it is not with me here, I 
/..it nfeution them out of memory. * 



i*n] 


UUUUJiT U1SLTSS1U3. 


77 


Adjoummant DotW * 

Babu Narendra Narayan jChakrdbarty yiked for permission in 
Bengali to move the adjournment motion of which he gave notice. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have given my written consent ' to the motion 
which was handeiUover to me. I ^iow ask whether it is th& desire of 
the House that leave should he given to m*>ve this motion of 
adjournment. V 

(Lejjve being granted, b p.m. on the day was fixed for the taking of 
the adjournment motion.) 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET, <937-3*. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, it has fallen to my lot on 
behalf of the Congress Party to uutiute the general discussion on the 
budget and to begin a criticism of the written speech of the Hon'Ule 
•hi nance Minister. I would crave your indulgence tp permit me a little 
more tune than usual, because the subject is important and the Ilon’hle 
Finance Minister has traversed a very wide field. But before I proceed 
I would just like to submit a liRle hit of personal explanation in this 
connection. Lust time when my friend the* Hon'ble Finance Minister 
(Jiose to read out his speech, there had been some slight interruption 
from this side of the House. 1 submit that through this interruption I 
mwer meant the slightest disrespect*!*) the ('hair n^r did 1 wish to show 
thelegst dishonour to mf honourable friend the Finance Minister. All 
I intended to ^lo was to point out to hflu and to the members of this 
Assembly that the speeches, observations ^ind discussions in fbis House 
sfiould follow the Parliamentary practice os followed in the Mother of 
Parliaments. There it is perfectly in order for any member to pull up 
anybody who goes on to irrele\anciesf who sheds crocodile teais and who 
brings in hypocritical views. With that end in view and nothing else 
we had certain observations to put in. 

Mr. Speaker, gir, the Ilon'bie Finance Minister's Budget Speech 
dealt with different items, some of which are thoroughly out erf place and 
some more or less could be eharactefised as a jumble ^ffereni thing*- — 
a jumble in the first place of Tialf-dijysted economic theories, of ill- 
cooked economic planning and of nimblings at financial meihods^miogied 
with a lot of irrelevant issues brought in for cheap publicity and nothing 
else. I submit that the Hon’ble Finance Minister has disappointed this 
House* and the whole <ff Bengal by his first statement of the Budget,,* nd 
through the first speech that was expected of a popular Minister.* He 
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opened hie remarks by atin& this : * That as an elected member, elected 
by the people, he was laying the Budget before the elected representatives 
of the people. I submit that if he really had been elected through a 
proper electorate and not'come through the backdoor of a constituency of 
only 130 members, he would not have arrogated to himself’ the position 
of a popular representative in coming forward with that kind of Budget 
and would not inflict upon this Bouse the kind of speech that he 
delivered. I submit that the Budget that is presented if. a hopeless 
Budget which doeB not in any way satisfy the demands of the people, 
which does not reach anywhere near the Congress ideals of economy and 
service and which does not in the least degree satisfy the canons, as he 
himself has laid down — for financial administration — canons of service 
to the poor, of helping the middle class unemployed youths, of bringing 
in mass education and making free the primary education in this 
country, canons of economic uplift, of agricultural improvement and of 
a thorough iiylustrial reorganisation. I submit, that judged from all 
these standards, cither from the standard of public demand with respect 
to the handling of Bengal’s finance or with respect to the standard of 
judgment which the Congress Ministries in other provinces have been 
laying down for preparing the Budgets of their respective provinces or 
from the standard that my honourable and learned friend from the* 
Bengal National, Chamber of Commerce has himself laid down in his 
speech — a speech which was probably manufactured by people who did 
care to see what there was in th«, Budget. Sir, this is a hopeless 
!‘..«lget. The Finance Minister has given us some figures, it is true. 

• if you go through those figures you will be disillusioned alnuit their 

• rtcter. In the first place, the Finance Minister stated that this 
titution gave wi:le powers. This is most surprising, coming as it 

- from the lips of the Hon’ble h inauce Mil ister. He ought to liav« 
ah and told this House more about the nature of the powers allowed 
nancial matters. He ought to have stated to this House something 
. about the charged expenditure provided under section 78 (3), arfd 
uses where the interference of the Governor was possible. He ought 
*vp told this House what the Governor's power was with regard to 
hose different sections: namely, section 52 regarding special respon- 
■ Ity: section 83 regarding grant for Fmropean and Anglo-Iudian 
ation :* section 247 (4) with regard to the salary of Imperial 
»cps, section 249(2) regarding compensation for the same: section 
U) regarding salary of superior services: section 268 regarding 
!0 Service Commission, and section 305 (2) regarding Governor s 
Urial staff ; and above all these various sections, section 79 (.7), 
rns'dO, 81. 82 — how many shall I repeat — which have given the 
inor extraordinary powers with respect to the financial dispensation 
is province. Even with these if the Hon’ble Finance Minister, 
jierhaps does, not care to read these sections, comes forward and 
.that there are wide powers given under this constitution, then I 
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fobmit he would be condemning tbo mgmbers on this aide of the House 
•g go many fools. There is an Aei, let bint read that Act carefully and 
then initiate his discussion. (Here the Finance Minister said : Hate 
you read the Act?) Sir, I would like the Finance Minister to interrupt 
me to point out any defects that he finds in my speech, (Laughter in 
ministerial benches.) I would only submit to my friends opposite that 
though they may chuckle over their own humour, they should remember 
that those Ityugh b^t who laugh las^. The Hon’hle Finance Minister is 
not serving me or this House, but he is serving the country outside. He 
has brought in unparliamentary matters by praisiug Ilia Excellency 
the Governor. I submit. Sir, that under the rules of this House and 
under accepted Parliamentary practice the King’s or the Governor’s 
tyuue cannot be«brought into the discussions here— either in praise or in 
blame. .That m the constitutional law which is recognised ill Great 
Britain. There may 1 h» reasons for my honourable friend the Finance 
Minister to remain and feel personally grateful to His l^xcellency 8ir 
John Anderson, buh that is neither here nor there so far as this House 
is concerned. He also Has brought in irrelevant matters in his speech by 
taking the names of certain illustrious eons of Bengal and India. Pro- 
bably he felt that it would l>e giving him a cheap publicity. I submit 
tlgit it is nothing short of a huge mockery which is unparalleled. *It 
'would be the privilege and duty of this House to paint oiet and expos* 
all this hollowness. 


I may also in this connection point out t ht^t so far as his remarks with 
regard to the Congress acceptance of*Ministry is concerned, they were 
t only uncalled for but unjustifiable and misleading with reApect to 
the whole situating. 

• 

■ Coining now to the Budget, 1 have to point out to the Finance 
Minister and t* this House that the* Bmlgjpt fails in more respects than 
o^e. In the first place, a minor thing that I have to point out for his 
attention, he does not give us, like previous years, <t comparative estimate 
of figures of detail compared to* the previous 2 years in the name volume 
of the Budget Estimate. It is not really easy for an ordinary member 
of this Assembly who has no access to the Secretariat or to its inner 
chambers to know what is going on there and compare the figures in th* 

present Budget with those of the previous years. 

• 

In the seoond place, I want to stdte that so far as som^df the^stimate* 
that he has put forward, with fegard (p primary education, improve- 
ment uf agriculture, improvement of industries, relief of midfUe-cle** 
unemployment and general economic uplift are concerned, there is not a 
single rupee shown to prove his In mi fid ** — that he if really serious about 
bringing about these informs and about giving Bengal a much ne<*kd 
relief in these directions. The administration continues to* be in* the 
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same manner top-heavy* High ( jakries have been* provided and main- 
tained — and not only maintained for the services but also for the Finance 
Minister and his colleagues. He has in fact provided higher salary for 
him and his colleagues than what was contemplated by His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal. The landlords and notabilities of «Bengal have 
received special attention, but there is no relief to the peasantry. Police 
continues to be the pet child of the bureaucracy which re mai ns to 
guide the activities of our “popular” Ministers, and stilL,we find the 
Minister claiming that he is there to serve the people and he talked of 
various schemes that are coming up. I have drawn up a table to show 
the percentage of anticipated expenditure on important heads in com- 
parison with the total revenue receipts of this province, namely, 121 
crores. I find that “Police tops the list with 2,28 lakhs consumirg 
18-16 per cent, of the total revenue of this province.- Next comes 
“General Administration” consuming 12 19 per rent, and requiring 
1 ,5d lakhs : Civil TVorks 1,81 lakhs consuming 10*48 per cent; 

“Education” 1,27 lakhs consuming 10*11 per cent. -“Administration of 
Justice” 104 lakhs consuming 8*28 per cent.: “Medical” only 54 lakhs 
consuming 4 -30 per cent. (A voicr : Is the honourable* memW 
entitled to read from a written manuscript Y) If the honourable member 
cires to come over and see my notes, he will he disillusioned. I am only, 
reading out the figures, I am not reading a written speech. 

Under “Medical” we have 54 lakhs piovided.i.e.. 4-80 per cent.; 
‘“'der “Jails” 44 lakhs, or 8*50 j>er cent.; under “Public Health” 
lakhs, or 2 ;70 per cent.; unoer “Stationery and Printing” a pro- 
oon has been made which is greater than that for Agriculture and 
lustries, inasmuch as they consume 22 lakhs, or 1-75 per cent.; 
-le Industries consume only if lakhs— Industries, which I might 
-‘Jnit to you, bring in a revenue of 18j la£hs (A vcick : Not cor- 
' r : it is shown as 16 lakhs and 69 thousand.) Tha* works out to 
lakhs roughly, or to 1 *85 per cent.; please read your mathematics 
nin. Co-operative 14 lakhs, or 1 11 per cent.; Agriculture 12 lakhs, 
95 per cent, only of the whole revenue of Bengal goes to Agricul- 
c; Veterinary gets only 5 lakhs, z.e., *39 per cent. 

Sir, this is the state of affairs and this is how the revenue income of 
-• provide* is distributed over the different heads. I have also noted 
- n certain items of expenditure to prove how the budget has failed 
.* how fhe budget continues to reflect the same state of affairs a gainst 
•ch thfc country has been crying 'insistently year after year" I find 
•' the high salaries of Ministers supplemented not only by some kind 
mysterious contingencies fund provided under “Office and adininis- 
«ion,” Ra. 16,000 and odd; and on the top of that they have been 
— I to not knfw if this is a new grant, but I presume it is not 
*g to be used as a party fund— another Rs. 16 , 000 , which has been 
apart to be spent at their sweet discretion. (A umaaat: Sir, the 
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clock has stopped.^ It is fortunate tbht if ha# stopped, so that I may 
have more time for my speech. The Civil Secretariat expenses have 
increased, a thing that we have been insisting from year to year should 
decrease — they have gone up to Rs. 17,68,000* as against Rs, 17,40,000 
in 1936-87 and Rs. 17,07,000 in 1935-36. Then, Sir, very large sums 
of money have been kept under "Contingencies.” Particularly I find 
this under “Debt Conciliation Boards” where a very large amount has 
thus been jwovided, nearly 6 lakh# out of a total provision for contin* 
genries of 16 lakhs. Then, we find the high provision for the police 
of thi* country still remain* where it was. There hns been a nominal 
reduet ion of Rn. 7U,0(H) only, and that, too, mainly in the Calcutta 
Police. «» The Criminal Investigation Departmei^ remains sacrosanct, 
lihe Criminal Invent igation Department police exjienses have in faot 
mcrcaswl froirf K- 17.<i!).(MHI in to Its. 17.74.tXH), anJ to our 

eternal shame this Criminal I nve*t igation Department has also been 
provided with a Seejet Service Fund of nearly 2 lakhs^or to be more 
exact Rs. 1,85,00# tor expenditure on matters no one knows what. 
On the other side of tfn* picture. Sir, if you go to the nation-building 
services, you will find that practically nothing new has been provided 
for primary education. The Hon 'hie the Finance Minister waxed elo- 
^ ‘Mient over primary education, which, he said, he valued above all 
things, but, Sir, this value in terms of pound, shilling, hnd pence, is 
nil. Then, coming down to “Medical” 

«At this stage the meiulier reached the yme-limit, but was allowed 
five minutes in which to finish the Speech.) 

1 he increase under “Medical” is uboui 2 iu^hs onlv, /.e., to be 
e<a«*i IK 2,4tUM^. out <^t which the Calcutta Medical College and the 
institutes nea# about Calcutta, and the Nurses' Institute consume about 
R*. 2, 15, OtNl, athus leaving hardly anything foi the mufassul. Then 
” Agriculture* ' show*, a gloiious inc lease of new expenditure to the 
extent of Rs. 26,432 onlv! What a glorious budget ! What solicitude for 
the masses and the poor of thf* country' Then, again, under “Agricul- 
ture” #ve find that out of 11 jf lakh** nearlv two lukhs has Ken pro- 
vided for expenditure <m the Botanical and other public garden* 
maintained for the fashions and frolics of the few rich. ^Coining to 
“Industries” we find the same sad tale. The additional expenditure 
is Rs. 1,68,000. •That needs hardly uiiy comment. Som* claim to 
public service ha* been made tbrpagh providing a latye styn in the 
“Civil Works” budget. I do not know if any of ftif friends in this 
House has gone through the “Civil Works” budget careful]**; if he 
Hah tloue so, he will he disillusioned completely when be find# that 
not a single important project of real service finck favour easily with 
the department, so fv as technical department# * of Government are 
concerned. They have for years and years devoted themselves to &me 
of these project*, and in spite of years of attempt we find duly oije or 
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two items are taken up'and 1 * * 4 the<money lapses. If 4 this is the state of 
affairs, either the Minister should go, or the heads of the departments 
should go. We cannot permit such a state of affairs to continue eter- 
nally. If we examine tile projects agaiu, we find that a large amount 
has been provided for High Court buildings, lands and buildings for 
some Government officials and electrification of some Government 
offices. Sir, 1 do not know in whose interest my friend the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister was so very solicitous when he A said that it would 
help some mufassal Electric supply companies. We on this side of 
the House who are here to see that the public, the masses, the peasantry, 
the industrial workers are served, we refuse to believe that this method 
of public service will be of any use to the country. 1 have examined 
the total sum of 89 lakhs that has been provided for thd various item** 
and I find that the same sad tale is repeated. It is in Appendix II of 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister’s speech. 

i 

Sir, if I am asked now to make some constructive suggestion, as 
my friend the Hon’ble the Finance Minister sjtid that he wanted the 
level of discussion in this House to rise above pettiness, I might 
straightaway tell him that if I or if an\ of mv Congress friends had been 
in*charge of this important portfolio, we would not have allowed t^e 
Secretariat tfj go on merrily in the same old order. We would have * 
capitalized our surplus from additional income from jute duty through 
Co stoma and raised a loan of alxmt 1^ crores for agricultural improve- 

nt in this country. We would also have capitalized another surplua 

• <tl he have bad through the retail's ion of interest charges. By this 
ails we would huve raised at least 10 crores more which could hav«e 
oliitionised the entire health and irrigation administration of the 
.ntry. That is the method we want the Finance Minister to follow 
’ would ask him to go and fight His Excellency it he does not 
-:uit him to take up that method. 

1 would uow conclude by saying this, that the Hon’ble the Finance 
Mister has shown considerable craze, for hi* personal and tor his 
. eminent \s publicity, but publicity carries us no more anywhere, 
•mbnjit that it is a cruel mockery — it is an irony of the worst 
..iacter — that he should lx* playing to the sentiments of the people, 

•’ he should talk glibly about our down-trodden brothers, about the 
nficing young men that are still rotting in jail, that he should 
the glorious names of those that have inspired thousands of men to 
to jati anh r eod his speech wiih such an expression as Bande 

*aram. It is only mean hypocrisy and nothing else. I submit t Hat 
oountry has l>eeu more educated than before and mere pedantry 
:ies conviction no more, and no further appeals. I, submit, Sir, 

• i the Hon’ble the Finance Miniater’s speech only reminds me of 
celebrated saying: “You can fool some people for all time, all 
-•pie for aome time, but you cannot fool all people for all timt.” 
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Paint of Order relating to tho by-electitn of a Airopoan Member of tbo 
Upper Homo by tbo European Members only of tho Assembly. 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER: The leader of the Opposition drew my attention 
on Thursday last to a matter, claiming the rights and privileges of 
the House, in connection with the recent election of a member for the 
Bengal Legislative % Council by the European members, of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly. As the matter is of considerable importance, I 
promised to give my ruling to-day. 

It would be well to remember the constitutional position of the 
provincial legislature and of this House as distinguished from tha 
louses of Parliament of Great Britain. Parliament there not only 
function^ as a legislature, but it* al*o the High Court of ParliamAit and 
as such any breach of privilege is treated Ift contempt, and in cases of 
breach of privilege it has the power to punish us in tlyf rase of the 
courts ot justice. This power of Parliament is partly based upon 
common law and partlt upon the inherent power of all authority to 
do all that is necessary to maintain its own dignity and efficiency. 
There are certain statutory rights of the Parliament, well defined, with 
adequate sanction behind these rights Hut in most cases the right* 
and privileges of the Parliament are mixed together, , mid *it is hardly 
possible to-day to make a distinction between the two except those 
which have been provided in # the statutory enactments of the 
Parliament 

Among its man\ privileges, the House of Commons exercises certain 
functions with a view (<* providing for its proper constitution, iwdud- 
ing # the filling of visual vacancies, the determination of legal disquali- 
fy t ions, and of disputed* returns. The House of Commons also lays 
down tile procedure for persons elected f#r more than one constituency 
and against bribe n and corrupt practice*. When a vacancy occurs 
during the session, the House on motion orders the Speaker to issue his 
warrant to the Clerk of the Grown to make out u new writ for the 
elec tion of a member. Complaint of breach of privilege is considered by 
the House and, upon certain preliminaries observed, a motion is framed 
upon which debate may take place, and the House may resolve that 
the matter complained of is a breach of the privilege or ortfer that it 
be referred to the committee of privilege which is constituted as a 
sessional committee at the beginning of the session and in anticipation 
of matters. The Speaker functions’under authority *f ^Ife ILfuse in a 
matter concerning the privilege. # 

Hefe, in India, the legislature has practically no function in it* 
constitution or composition which is provided for # iu section f»l and 
various other sections of the Government of India Act, the Fifth 
Schedule of the Act an<] the various Orders in Council and rules frarifed 
under the Act. The Speaker of the House has no power to*if*ue Jny 
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wiit or warrant for bv^lectfonat The oath of members shall be made 
and subscribed before the Governor or some person appointed by him 
and a member in resigning his seat has to address the Governor in 
writing under his hand. * 

Section 68 of the Act provides for vacation of seats and rules aw 
framed thereunder by the Governor exercising his individual judgment. 
The legislature can only declare a seat vacant if a member is absent 
without permission for a certain ' period. The disqualifications foi 
membership is provfded for in section 69 and subject to the provisions 
of this section, the House has the power by an Act of legislature to 
exempt any office of profit under the Crown from the disqualifying 
provisions or to declare an offence or practice as entailing disqualifica- 
tion f<^ membership of the legislature or to decide the manner of 
lodging the return of election expenses. Outside this“power* of this 
legislature, the Speaker has thus no function in connection with election 
at an\ stage/ 

4 

Umlrr section 71 t lie formal privileges of members are specifically 
provided. Thcv are freedom of speech or freedom of publication by or 
under the authority of a Chamber of any report, paper, votes or proceed- 
ings. The legislature is empowered by the Act to define such further 
privileges ol members and until so defined, it will he such as enjoyed 
before by the members of the Legislative Council of the provinces, such 
•»* freedom from arrest or detention in prison under a civil process. 

And in one respect the Government of India Act is specific, that in 
*■» circumstances in any matter connected with privileges, any legisla- 
te can t unction as a court nor can have any punitive or disciplinary 
•nwers other than Gie power to remove or exclude persons infringing 
\e rules or standing orders or otherwise behaving in a disorderly 
• aimer. At the same time, courts cannot call into question the 
“iidity of our proceedings or an> ground of alleged irregularity of pro- 
•dure nor any officer or member in regulating procedure or conducLof 
.« si ness or foi maintaining order is subject to the jurisdiction of any 
urt in the exercise of these ppwers. An Act of provincial legis- 
<<*»ure can of course provide for punishment of j>er*ous who refuse to 
ve evidence or product* documents, hut heie also the legislature can- 
•*t function an a court, hut that such matters must be brought up 
tore a court. Subject to the provisions ot the Act, a Chamber can 
ike rules for regulating their procedure aud conduct of their 
-.sinens. _ « 

It is, therefore, apparent that all matters concerning vacancies and 
.ual vacancies, elections and holding of elections and constitution 
•1 composition of the House are not within the scope of my authority. 
..*en the legislature can only function where specially empowered to 
> so by the Government of India Act. and shbject to the provisions 
ihe Act\ 
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Under Scheduled, Rule 20, it is # the Oo\^ruor in his individual 
judgment who is to make rules, in so far as provision to any matter is 
not made by the Art or by liis Majesty in Council or by an Act of 
the provincial legislature within its scope, to secure the due constitu- 
tion of the provincial legislature, to notify vacancies including casual 
vacancies and to make rules not only for the conduct of elections, but 
with respect to proceedings to be taken for filling all vacancies and 
casual vacancies. Again, the Governor in his individual judgment has 
also the power to make rules with respect to the decision of doubts and 
disputes arising out of oi in connection with elections and the manner 
in which the rules trained b\ him are to be carried into effect. I may 
ijlso note that it is tin* Governor in his individual judgment who cun 
frame rules a-* regards the application to elections of the principle of 
proportional representation h\ mean* of single trapslerable vote. 


I find, even before this Assembly was constituted affd even before 
the la-t general elections were held, tin* Governor in Uouneil h\ a 
notifh at ion No. MlloA.H , dated the 2nd December, IJMti, published 
in an A \rt rntmi mary dated the *4 1 li December, IHW», made a 

r^-le that in cases of < usual \a<un<\ oeruning in a seat held by Hie 
member- chosen by the Assembly . a persoq to till the aent shall be 
chosen />// wo A tnrm/nrs nj /A<* tnr rtunmumtif H* the inellllier by 
whom the seat was held Again Rule ti*l of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Klectoral tCmolm t of L&etmnsj Buies, 19df>. provided that in 
ease of such a * asual vai anc\ , the petson to till the seut shall be of the 
flffme lommunity ns the member by whom the seat was held. As I 
read tlo* Gazette notification of tlu* 22nd Jul\, # it consolidates the 
existing' rule b’t(o) and jhe Gazette notification of the 4th December 

bV Mii*-titule<i» nils fiii(-i) and rule K4 proviso 

• 

• The present change of rules, it any. has been made or purported 
to be made by the Governor acting in his individual judgment, and 
there is the provision of section MHJ] of the Act under which, in any 
iquestidh that may arise whether any matter is or is not as respects 
which the Governor is. by or under the Government of India Art, 
required to exercise his individual judgment, it is the decigion of the 
Governor at his discretion that is final ami the validity of anythiug 
done by the Governor in his individual judgment cannot ^be called 
in question on the ground that be •flglif or ought not lojiavegcxerrised 
his individual judgment. 

• 

The question is whether the matter complained of is a breach of 
right or privilege ot this House, The matter concerns the constitu- 
tion and composition *nf another Rouse and concerns the legality or 
otherwise* of an election of a member of that House. It is not a # cosc 
of interference with anything which foncerns procedure of this flouaft 
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iw Mich, though it niafr be ‘ a Gutter which affectf the right of voting 
of individual members of this House in electing certain members to 
the Council. 

* That this is not a matter which concerns the practice or procedure 
pr in the due functioning of this Chamber as such will te supported 
from the fact that a vacancy created in the Council does not come 
within the knowledge of this House and that when the members of 
the Council are elected by the members of the House, i? is not this 
House which is summoned; it is not done in a meeting of the House 
and during election the House does not function as such under the 
chairmanship of the Speaker. It is the returning officer who is 
appointed by the Governor who takes all necessary steps. ^'^lembers 
bf this House will be pleased to remember that they were invited fiv 
the returning officej to meet on the 27th February last, even before 
the present constitution came to function. Rights or privileges of a 
House, whether within the scope of statutory provisions or outside, 
cun only be claimed when and where the Hause functions with the 
Speaker. It is true that there are privileges enjoyed b\ individual 
members to protect their persons, and to secure their independence 
and dignity, but all these are to enable the members as constituent parts 
of a legislature to discharge their duties and responsibilities to the' 
House us representatives of the electorate All privileges arc intended 
if> guard the functions of legislature undisturbed and are in the nature 
constitutional rights of the House and its members in the discharge 
! their constitutional functions. I hold that in the matter of this 
■••'•tion it is not the House that functions nor is it to enable the ment- 
is 1 4i discharge tjjeir constitutional functions in or in connection 
Hi the House. 

i hold that the complaint concerns the right of franchise of the 

• mWs which ma\ lie a civic right but does not concern the rights 
d privileges of the House, nor of the members in connection w[Jh 
•*ir legislative business or their constitutional functions. Neither is 
*n the nature of disoliedienee to the orders and rules of the House in 

’*»' exercise of its constitutional functions, nor does it come * in the 

• * egorv of obstructions and interference offered to the members or its 
*:cers ir. the discharge of their <luties to the House or in the 

• nsaction of their legislative business. In the light of these observa- 
nt, it ra not within the scope of the Speaker to decide whether the 
w rule is vitro rt res or in/rrr vires. If it was a case of breach of 
-hts or privileges of the House or Oi* the members as such, it would 

- perfectly within my bounds to claim on behalf of the House and 
would be my duty to guard such rights and privileges. I will be 
tified on your behalf and in the .name of the House to disregard 
\thing illegal, irregular or ultra nrrj concerning the rights and 
alleges of the House or of the members in their functions to the 
\»e. 
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It is not for ni^to enter into the' merit! of the case as to the legality 
or otherwise of the new rules or even to decide as vonr Speaker «s to 
whether any right of franchise lias been affected or not They are 
outside the scope of my authority. If there* is grievance, the remedy 
sought for* does not lie within the scope of the authority of the 
Speaker. 


Hut I must state that it is fiftly within the competence of this 
House within its recognised tonus of procedure to give expression to 
its Gew« and grievance, it any, and in such proceedings, the House 
will be fully entitled to heai the advice and the opinion of the Advocate- 
Gen eraT! 

• - 

The Assembly wa- then adjourned for It) minutes.) 

i After adjournment. ) 

4 

Attendance of Members in the Assembly, 

• Maulvi ABDUL BARIS We find that a register has been kVpt 
outside tin- House for refolding the attendance of the uTembers. We 
know tiiat in tom}- < i y * 1 and <riinin.il only the rletlcs are required to 
sign reg i-ters and not the glutted offn <•? *. Ate w c to understand 
th»U the meinhet - of tin* legist, ifme h.i\c been brought down to the 
statu- ot < lerk-. or ate w<* to he n^.ited a> gazetted ullicei*? 

-Mr. 8PEAKER: Mfmt.rr, w jlT kindly realise that it is the first 
fnne e hat w apart* meeting, and l would a-k Mt Abdul Bari whether 
he i*dll he alike to recognise all the members ot this House. Human 
future being the same all over, I hope Mr. Abdul Baii will realise the 
difficulties of the poor clerk of this Assembly in keeping the attendance 
register. I can assuie the tfon’lde uieruher that it is by no means 
intended to lower the members to the status of clerks, but it is only to 
help the clerk with a \iew to k now a- to which member** are present 
and which members are not. If. however, there is any difficulty, I 
should he grateful if any member will come to my chamber and I will 
look into the matter. 

* 

, t # 

We will now proceed with ^he adjournment motto#. 


Adjournment Motion. 

B*u HARCHORA It Alt AY AN CHAKRABARTY: J beg to 

move that tbi* Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite nffitter 
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of urgent public importance* namely, the warning fesued on 24th July, 
1937, by the Press Officer to the Government of Bengal regarding noti- 
fication No. 8199P., dated 17th May, 1935, prohibiting among other 
things the publication of any information relating to Detenu Day or 
any information regarding any meeting or any action or statement in 
connection therewith.” 

The member spoke in Bengali of which the lolloping is an English 
translation : — 


Mr. Speaker, the possibility or necessity of this day’s adjournment 
motion did not occur to mysell or any member of our party either, 
even immediately before the present session of the Assembly. It is the 
unreasonable and unconstitutional attitude of the so-called “populai” 
ministry in Bengal to-day that is responsible for the present situation. 

I do not wish to discuss the legality or t lie Necessity of re\i\ing a 
musty, stale, whimsical and prohibitory notification of May 19. 193o. 
Nor do I propose to dwell u|hjii the inconsistencies existing between the 
previous pledge and the present attitude of the Bengal ministry. Hyt 
I simply wajit to discuss the situation from the jM»int of view of 
humanity only. 

in accordance with a notification cssued on 24th July last by the 

• •••ml Provincial Congress Committee the Detenu Day was observed 

ver Bengal. There was no sedition about it, neither was it the 
• •< t of these meetings to express resentment against oi lack ot con- 
.ee in the present Government. Sad and heartrending stolid of 
life led by hundreds of helpless detenus who have been kept unde’" 
at ion without trial were narrated in those meetings.' All that the 
-jwpers might have given publicity to would have consisted of 
«I truths about the detenu’s life as disclosed in the discussions helil 
•owe meetings. Hence, if the Ministers have no scruple or fear in 
..ng undei detention hundreds of detenus in Bengal even after the 
ot seven long years, why do they fight shy of this newspaper 
• >ty? Why are they afraid of it ? 

. I know that 1 shall not get any well-reasoned reply from the 
■ el's.* Moreover, l do not kuow if they have any reply to make at 
•bit l wyuld ask the Minister,* to bear this in mind that they 
: not think faeir position secure «.r hopeful because the press has 

* %rgcd. It is not a very difficult thing to suppress the freedom 
press in a subject country. But the ministry have not the 
’*» stifie the dfiep voice of curse that springs from the bottom of 
titute mother's heart in Bengal. The .*igh of grief and the 

;* ' cry of the sisters and wives separated from their brothers and 

•• Is will pay no heed to the ministerial fin t. 
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Sir, every n. hg we read in ifewspapefs reports of political 

prisoners being released in provinces like Bombay, Madras, Central 
Province, United Provinces, Bihar, Orissa and even in the Punjab which 
is considered to be the most reactionary of aft. The Punjab Govern- 
ment have released not only the political prisoners but the martial law 
prisoners as well. When this is contrasted with the attitude of the 
popular ministry in Bengal, 1 not only think of myself as helpless 
and distressed but Considering the present degraded political condition 
and the hopeless future of Bengal, I feel inclined t* hold myself guilty. 

I hold myself guilty a- l remember her glorious past — 1 hold myself 
guilt \ on account of her present impotence. 

• 

, 9 Sir, the anguished manhood of Bengal, her repressed element* 
craving g for freedom, as also persecuted and distressed humaiffty are 
to-dav before this Assemhl\ foi justice. For long Bengal lias been 
lamiliar with exile, imprisonment ami capital punishment and she never 
appealed f(»i any justice on this account But to-dav she feeds ocin- 
sidei.ihlv embarrassed %t the ‘kind treatment*' meted out to her by 
her “popular Ministers” under the new constitut ion ! She could afford 
to overlook the injustice done to her so long, because she knew full 
well that she would have to pa\ dearlv for securing freedom from aliens 
*and that was also why she had no resentment against the blows she 
received from them But to-dav <m, m ill-ufford to pass unnoticed 
the blows aimed at her hv those who tlaim to he the representatives of 
her people. * 

# Sir. to-day I appeal to e\eis single member of the House to forget 
all items of business ami to concentrate himself on the sud plight of 
t u ciJ It mi mud mothers in Bengal who have gone *mt of mind and an 
pfju.'il jiuinber of sisters * 5110 ! wives afflicted by separation from their 
brothers and Vusliands. Newspaper* vPere the only solace of their 
heart. For, through their medium they deceived nows of their iucar- 
cAmted and detained ndat i ves. 

Sir, I had myself been a detenu for seven long years ami as such I 
am thoroughly conversant with the mental agony of my mother and 
sister. The painful memory of their suffering is to-day agitating ray 
mind afresh. In the name of the mothers, sisters and wives* of Bengal 
I appeal to the fyouse to give its full support to this adjournment 
motion which embodies in a concretj shape, as it were, the cursed life 
of the two thousand detenus of Bengal. # * 


Mr. BARADA PR 08 ANNA PAIN: Sir, i wise to second the 
motion for adjournment of the House. I confess, Sir, that I shopW 
have liked a little more time to settle down before taking part injany 
debate in order to make jnyself familiar with the kiud of* 4ang«ag# 
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which finds favour in *lhis House, 90 that I might, when I spoke, 
express myself adequately and properly ; but the occasion to-day is too 
serious to let it pass without entering a protest, however devoid of 
vigour my protest may be. To me, it is a matter of amazement that a 
Ministry, the majority of which is composed of lawyers and some of 
whom during some period of their political career posed as leaders of 
advanced public opinion and public thought, could have made them- 
selves parties to the repromulgation of a notification like this, which 
must really be abhorred and detested by all law and liberty-loving 
people. What amazes me also is that an Hon’ble Minister who clads 
himself in khutldar and who spoke the other day feelingly about 
Malmtma Gandhi, Pandit Motilal Nehru. Mr. C. II. Tins and 
Mr. J % M. Sen Gupta and who at a recent Corporation debate, only* a 
few days before lie joined the Ministry, described the Government, 
which could detain Mr. Suhhus C’handra Hose without trial, as a cruel 
and despotic /Government, how could he too make himself a party to 
the promulgation of this notification, and how ^xnild he continue to be 
a member of the Ministry even after the notification was published. 
Deny it or not, Sir, the issue of the notification is an unmistakable 
confession of failure on the part of the Government that it is not able 
to face public opinion and that it lias to hunt out from old official •* 
archives a notification which was forgotten by almost everyone in this 
poivince. To me, it is a matter of surprise that Hon’ble Ministers. 

" ' n rever they go, whatever they do, whatever they sa\ , even whatever 
• retract of what they previously said, ihev hand down carefullv 
-aired copies of their doings and then speeches, so that an admiring 
• expectant crowd outside might read their, brilliant utterances and 
.. more brilliant 'achievements % aside and outside this House. _ Hut 
ne same time they are so impatient of opublie criticism of thqir 
. acts and their own word* that tlie\ would not allow these papers 
publish what was said at <5he meetings m relation td what they say 
do. I confess also, Sir, that 1 find it difficult to understand tfie 
Tiing and sense of these prohibition^. If meetings were allowed to 
held, if speeches were allowed to be made — speeches which appar- 
“v were feared — if large crowds of people were allowed to Hear the 
« lies, what seuse was there in holding out the sword menacingly 
the devoted heads of poor newspaper editors? The only eon- 
dde reason I can think of is that in this unfortunate country, 
papers have to give a heavy security deposit before they can 
*sh their — a deposit which can be forfeited at the* instance 

he Government. If it was real ly‘ feared that the speeches which 
•ml She law or offend decency of language or thought would be 
-ered, why was no notification issued prohibiting the speeches 
■” being delivered? (A voice:. That will be done.) I hear a 
-per that that will be done. That will be fc necessary and fitting 
jlary to the issue of the notification, viz., the issue of an ordinance 
- 'dementing this notification. 
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In seconding thfc motion, Sir, I idfcy fie p«i*mitted to sound a note 
of warning to the Ministry — if indeed a warning is heeded at all now- 
adays. Let them remember that it will be folly for any one of them to 
forget that they made solemn and sacred Election pledges to their 
constituent.* at the time of the last general election. Let them not 
also forget that whatever the constitution or the composition of this 
Assembly may be, there are here «V» disciplined, determined and 
dependable mien who will not softer any ministerial enormities to be 
committed tor any length ot time. To have drained thousands of 
young men and wotueu without trial was an act of admitted cruelty. To 
haw sought to stride discussion and to lain publication of news 
regarding meetings which detiiauded the release of detenus is an uct 
rf shameless iM material enormity. 

• 

With these words, Sir, 1 lymiinend this motion to the acceptance of 
this House. 


Mr. Shah S\ ed < solum Sat war Hosaini spoke in Bengali and the 
following is an English tran-lnt ion of hi* speech: 

• 

Sir. no civilised country supports legislation and notifications of this 
kind h\ winch freedom of speech and liberty of press Are gagged during 
these days of democracy. It no doubt stands in the way of further 
progress of the nation’s cause. •But, Sir, at the Hatne time, it cannot 
be a hopeful sigu to encourage thf detenus and terrorists Some 
unfortunate Government high officials met with instantaneous death at 
Dacca, Chittagong, Midnaporc, Corn ilia, and tn Calcutta bv u number 
of Perron*! outrages that were i-omitiitted ftom tiifle to time which laid 
Mack^nd t h«» history of* Bengal. To put an end to these atrocious 
crimes this notification was promulgated iti Hhto for winch the present 
MmistiN » annot be held responsible in aHv wa\. If the press express 

tiioiis sympathising with the terrorists and detenus, it may encourage 
and excite them again for convulsion of similar offences in future; for 
this. Sir, I think Government thought it necessary to promulgate the 
notification again. The Congress Party to-day are expressing their 
grievances by forceful speech on the floor of this House about the 
detenus and terrorists who have perpetrated heinous rrirae< but what 
had they done to Remedy the wrongs that were perpetrated by the rich 
on the ptMir peasants? Why are they absolutely silent abftut themP 
I am drawing the attention of thelion’ble member^ f^the Cabinet to 
this sort of oppression and harassment # t hat is being committed on the 
poor .peasants by the rich. The political situation of this province 
differed from the political situation prevailing in other provinces. 
There are very few detenus and .terrorists in otbt?tr provinces, but tbe 
number of them in Bengal is legion. The Cabinet of Bengal is i^d6 
way inferior to that of the Central Provinces, United # Provigces, 
Bombay, Madras and Bi|mr and^ Orissa. The present Ministry takes 
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more care for the country's* interest than the MiiAstries of other pro- 
vinces, and the Bengal Ministry has the full oonfidence of the public. 
I request the Congress ^Party to be patient and have talk with the 
Ministry without making any demonstration. For all these, I cannot 
support the motion put forward by the Congress. 


While he was referring to the order of 1935, a member rose to a 
point of order and .said : — 

t 

“Sir, the order passed in 1935 was an executive order, and I submit 
that it cannot be referred to by the member.” 


n 

(• 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a point of order. I have repeatedly said 
that members should not rise on the plea of a point of order which is 
not really a ptiint of order. It is really a question of fact against fact. 
If mv friend desires to contradict any statement <» fact made by the 
speaker, he can follow his speech, and an opportunity will be given to 
him to contradict any statement. 

* You are discussing an absolutely irrelevant subject. In discussing 
the political ^situation which 1ms arisen out of this notice of the Press 
Officer, 1 think tpri.v reference to the agrarian situation created by the 
oppression of tenants by landlords is absolutely out of place. 


A member from the right: Is there no Bengali reporter, Sir!" 


Mr. SPEAKER: No; lmi th<* mutter is under consideration. 


'if GEORGE CAMPBELL: 1 have not been able, I am sorry, to 
!« island the moving language which the mover of this motion used, 
ther, however, that the matter mainly concerns the press and 
. >ction& on the press and, therefore, it affects generally the pro- 
nda publicity on this unfortunate subject. 1 suggest that the 

• e ansi character of this publicity has had and is going to have a 
derWde efif^ct cm the speed of the release of these detenus. I am 

• med — 1 am waiting for Government to give us further information 
*’.e uubject — that a considerable number has already been released 
>t is the desire of Government to release more. But naturally 
wish to proceed with the greatest caution, so that the release of 

- young men will not interfere with the liberty of many millions 
are still free. Now , Sir. may I ask if the best publicity and pro* 
♦*da ^have been used? Has not an undesirable limelight Been 
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thrown on these yo\ng men? May I#say*thab one is almost tempted 
to ask our Congress friends (and I ask in no frivolous spirit) whether 
they want to ha\*e their detenus or their grievance? 


Some Congress member: Both. 

Sir GEORGE CAMPBELL: i*ir, you hear the answer. Surely 
nobody is questioning the genuine desire of all to have these youths 
released. Therefore, 1 suggest that Government should be trusted to 
take proper steps as they will the knowledge at their disposal are the 
best judges as to what sort of publicity should he given and what 
restrictions shdhld be imposed. 


Mr. AFTAB ALI: 1 had no desire to take part in this debate. 

But I beg to say ttyit the issue before us is being mixed ^ip with eorne- 

thing else. 1 am noteconcerned at the moment as to whether the 
detenus are to he released or not — that is for the Government to decide. 
iTut the point we are discussing is whether we are going to have the 
liberty of the press nr not We on the I*al>our side are for the Alii 

liberty of the press. With these words, 1 enter my emphatic protest 

against the gagging of the press a ml crushing its liberty. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I assure my tripuds opposite, the members 
of the Congress party, that we have got the fullest sympathy with the 
question of detenus. Jiut to-day we are not concerned with the 
question of their release. To-day #ve are discussing the quest bin of 
tjie legality or illegality ot the gagging of the press. That is the 
point ^before *l«. The mover of ihe lyotion made a feeling speech 
regarding the tmnditinn of the detenus. # \Vith that point I may assure 
him that we have got the fullest sympathy But the jaunt is whether 
the Government are justified ii^j gagging the press and prohibiting them 
from publishing the news regnrding # I)etenu Day. 


Mr. BPEAKER: I think Mi. Bari has totally misumUrstsiod the 
scope of tjus motion. So far as the notification is concerned, it existed 
in 1935. All that Ihe Press Officer did was to issue a warmup, and you 
are only to discuss the effect of thl warning and not soy* anything 
beyond the effect of that warnfng. 

• 

Maulvi ABOUL BARI: I bow to your ruling. The effect of the 
warning was the gagging of the ‘press. As a matter of fact, the presp 
oould’ not publish any news because they apprehended that the sectifity 
deposit would be forfeited. - • 
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Another question I <woulcl like to aek my friedds opposite to con- 
eider, namely, whether the preee should ha v* the fullest liberty to 
publish any news, or they should have the license to publish any- and 
every news. Liberty and license do not mean the same thing. The 
press should have the fullest liberty to say their say; but they should 
not have the license to abuse others and write things which might 
endanger public peace or which might embitter the feelings amongst 
the communities themselves. You know very well that the press in 
Bengal sometimes behave themselves in such a manner as to disturb 
the communal harmony among the people and sometimes they abuse 

persons in such a manner that public peace might be disturbed 

(A voice: “Yes, the Star of India.” Voices on the other siar: “No, 
the Amnia Bazar Patnha , Bam mat i, Advance .”) , 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is a parliamentary convention, and I 
hope it will fee recognised in this House that wher a member delivers his 
maiden speech, he is heard without interruption. I am drawing the 
attention of the members to the fact whether it is not desirable that a 
maiden speech of a member should be heard without interruption, and 
I hope even Dr. Sanyal will not go to the length of interrupting hiib. 
But at the sume n time 1 would ask Maulvi Abdul Bari to remember 
lh.»l he can certainly refer to the ordinary leanings and behaviour of 
** press But he must, not *»ay text much, and he can de\elop his 

by showing the general tendency of the press. But when he is 

"*ng into the question of" details, 1 am afraid he is going beyond 
♦'gitiniate limit. I hope the House will remember this. 


t 

r.taulvi ABDUL BARI: T was going to May about the liberty of 
press. The press has a liberty and that liberty should not be 
cd to license and s«> things which might endanger public peace. 
*’<* same time, l would like to point out that everywhere in the 
’ !. in every independent country of the world, the (Government 
sometimes to take steps against the press in order to run the 
aistration just as they like and in order that they might not 
‘di things which would he a danger to public peace. During the 
Wan, Mr. Mussolini prohibited the publication of such news in 
Even De Valera took steps to stop such publication which 
•' endanger public peace. Hitler fcnd to take similar steps. I gay 
rs which might endanger communal harmony should not be 
~**d to appear in the press. If the (Government think that any 
at ion was iikeiy to embitter feelings, they would be justified in 
an order like this. T would ask the Government, as represented 
e popular Ministers, that in future also they would take care that 
<ing<that is likely to curtail the liberty qi the press should not be 



193 y,] ADJOUKJVMBNT MUTICJN, 95 

don* without the grJLtest scrutiny. &»far*as ttfie present case is con- 
cerned, the Ministry can^t be blamed for issuing the warning as they 
simply allowed an order that is existing to be communicated to the 
press. * 4 

Mrs. Hemaprovft Maxumdar spoke in Bengali in support of the 
motion. 

Mtulvi ABU M OSSA IN 8ARKAR: Sir, I *p<%k on this motion 
because I consider that the notice like the one that is now under consi- 
deration is ill-conceived. Sir, the liberty of the press, the freedom of 
the press^I submit, is of first importance to all civilised Governments, 
ami any Government that tries to take uway that freedom in anj way, 
1 submit* camuft be termed a civilised Government. There is another 
reason, Sir: In some quarters au apprehension is felt that on that 
occasion there would lie speeches made which would ten<l # to encourage 
terrorism; no one dUn say, however, that actually sedition would have 
Ikeen preached at those meetings, or speeches would be made which 
would tend to sedition. The atmosphere at praent is dam. The gtsulle- 
men on the opposite side admit it, the Congress Group practically con- 
demn terrorism, from ull quarters and from all parts of Bengal all 
men of *e»Ne piacticulK aKo discourage terrorism; ♦Jmrcfore, it may 
be supposed that the country is practically calm. Therefore, Sir, to 
anticipate things like that, that tqfinusm will lie pleached or terrorism 
will he spread or terrorism will he encouraged, although the atmosphere 
is mi calm as is admitted on all hands, is rather premature or unnecae- 
amy. , 

Spooking at the not ificat ion f nun ‘another aspect* also, I say that il 
w£s piacticall^ premat ur?. The notification was issued in 19*15 and 
M»me time should have been allowed to oftr countrymen to see whether 
the minds of the people have been changed by the inauguration of the 
present Reformed Government. Government, too, Sir, on their pari 
should have waited a little mo*e to see whether the people piacticullv 
and actually discourage terrorism ortiol, hut a hasty notice like this 
will rather embitter the feelings of the country against any laxly who 
thinks like that. In this connection, I appeal to Government now to 
see their way to withdraw the notification as soon as practicable, to give 
time to the saner section of the country to appeal to the yojmg men 
as well us to f Government — the one sieje not to think of terrorism at all, 
and the other side to bring about # a peaceful atmosphere #n the country, 
as soon as possible. They should be given fime V> appeal %» (govern- 
ment fo take these steps. 


Mm NACENDRA*NATH SEN: Sir, the quc.tiuu Woro UfC' 
House is as regards the reproinulgation of at? order said to have baen 
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paused in 19*15. Some of my friends on (he oth<4 side have said that 
the present Ministry should not be held responsible for something 1 which 
was pawed in the year 1935. But, Sir, "'that necessarily .raises the 
question whether the pfesent responsible Ministers' of Government are 
in a position to say that they were unaware of this notification in the 
year of grace 1937. Now, will these responsible Ministers of Govern- 
ment say that they were not consulted in this matter or that they were 
consulted and with full knowUdgb of the facts before them they con- 
sented to the repropiulgation of that order of 1935? Sir, we are olten 
told that we are living at the present moment under provincial autonomy 
which was inaugurated on the 1st of April, 1937. Yes, Sir, we are 
living under provincial autonomy, but are we to understand* that the 
constitution inaugurated on All Fools’ Day is 3Uch that the responsible 
Ministers of Government are not always consulted in iegard to impor- 
tant mutters or that they cannot take courage in their hands and rise 
to t lie occasion and say that what was piopei in the year 1935 or what 
was clone in 1935 should not again be done in ih fk year 1937? 

The question here is not, however, in regaid to the propriety or 
otherwise of Government interning a numhei ol pci sons without trial. 
The question here is only an regard** the publicity in the mind*- of the 
people in meeting assembled or otheiwise as legal ds those detentions, 
if meetings of that sort are held to he permi^ihle, what logic can then* 
b** in piohihitiug news of those meetings to he published m the news. 

. ,.pers? There may be some among , iny hon’hle friends present here — 

■ course, 1 do not ac tually knew — whose son. nephew oi any other 
tative may now be in inteiment. and is he not entitled to know the? 

- •itude of the people at large, the attitude of hi** countrymen as regards 
i.oue detenus who have been interned without any trial? 1 have al* 

- ndy submitted, Mr. Speakei, that the question of trial or lo trial 
.es not concern us. The only question is uhethei *he Government 
ier of the 24th of July last can lie at a in rate justified. I respect- 

• dlv submit. Sir, that we want a plain answer, and we shall have 
:.,it answer. 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIM HASHEMY: Mi Speaker, Sir, all 
hose days the more I am thinking of my awkward position, the more 
am feeling helpless on the floor of this House: Helpless in the 
~ um thftt for all practical purposes I am now between the devil and 

* c deep sea. tSifi, the motion of adjournment is there, and the decision 

’ mv party is there. But, Si", 1 must submit 


Mr. WEAKER: 1 must at this stage intepene and say that the 
Vision of a party is an internal matter of the party and should not be 
furred to in the House. 
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Mr. 8YCD JAlAlUDSIN HASHES: Ijam coming to the ques- 
tion o i the notification. 1 do not like to say a word about the principle 
that is involved in detaining person without trial. It will be suffi- 
cient to remind this House through, you, Sir, of the famous and historic 
pronouncement of Sir Abdur Rahim a few years ago on that particular 
proposition. I will only deal with the notification. To put it very 
briefly, Sir, I may say — I have been permitted to say — that it is adding 
insult to injury. <Hear! hear!) £h«jhe notification No. 6199 P. of 
the 17th May. 1985, says: “Whereas the Governor in Council is of 

opinion or excite the symputhy with or secure adherence to the 

terrorist movement/' So far as the opinion of the Goveruoi in Council 
cif 19-15 is concerned, it may be all right. But, Sir, to-day in the year 
the Ministers with their responsibilities under the new Act seem 
to upheld the^ame view as the Governor in Council held on t4c 17th 
May. 1915. Sir, in mv opinion, time has changed since. An ordinary 
student of psychology will bear me out that this sort of prohibitory 
order will not help Government in checking effectively the thing they 
want to check l itteffn so-called leiron’sm in Bengal. Sii, may I 
usk the llot/hle Minister to ieud the history of Russia H Did not 
Czarian Government fail and fail \ei\ miserably to check the rapid 
growth and development of communism In Kussia, and there are ituray 
instances on the Continent and at other places. The responsible 
Minister will be wise not to agree now with tin* of) inion w’hicb wan 
held by the Governor in Counci^ on 17th May, 1915. 

Sir, (onlay it has been pointed oig by some of my friends that this 
particular order has been directed against a particular section of the 
people. T disagree with them, and may point out to some of my 
Muhammadan friends oij my left (Cat there are Ntuhuminadun detenus 
as w*dl of wdiom at least 1 know one. The lion’ble Home Minister 
will enlighten* me as to the number of Muhammadan detenus still 
qnder detention and the nuiuWr released. The particular gentleman 
in question is the son-in-law of Mtttilvi Aktam Khun, u.t.r., who is 
still under detention. 

• 

With regard to this ban on the papers. I mean curtailment of the 
power of the press. Sir, it may la? that the term now applies to a parti- 
cular section to-day, but it is not impossible that in the ftear future 
that particular order may fall on a certain section to my right, and 
it may be possible that in the near |uture tbit tort of prohibitory order 
may W issued by these responsible Ministers to tfce fStat&man and 
other papers conducted by Europeans* and the jlay may not be very' 
far drhen these Europeans and Anglo-Indians may be detainee! under 
a law which will be promulgated bv the new responsible Ministers of 
Bengal. So, Sir, I appeal to my friends to my left and to my right _ 
to thihk and consider the matter not from the point of view of swtfT 

ment alone, not from the point of view of Mauser pistol, npt thinking 

• * 
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of murder of one partjculaf* ra^n or two particular men, but from a 
very wide angle of vision. Freedom of the pres* in this age is indis- 
putable, and no human being with a grain of common sense can support 
this sort of order, ap phler which is still maintained by the present 
Ministers, and I camonly say that they have not changed their mentality 
at all. With these words, I support the adjournment motion moved 
by mv frier' 1 ^“Hrabarty. 


Mr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
give my support to the motion for adjournment moved by Mr. Chakift- 
barty. Sir, in doing so, I dp not propose to deal with the sentimental 
aspect O of the problem of the release of detenus which has been pressed 
before the House with so much ardour and eloquence which 1 do not 
think there is any one who does not appreciate. Sir, it is necessary for 
us first of all % 4 .o realise the particular Act of the old Bengal Legislative 
Council under which this notification has beet* issued. Sir, that Act 
was passed in the \ear 1934 amidst the opposition of a group of 
members of the Council only a few of which have come back to the 
present Assembly. Sir, that particular measure, the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, was a part of a series of legislative 4 
enactments which were put on the Statute Book by the then Govern- 
ment through the help of the then legislature for the pur post* of meeting 

- specific problem and that was the problem of terrorism. Sir, as I 

- «** looking just now over the ptqres of deliberations of that particular 

ting, it takes u« back to January, 1934, 1 found that particular 
—inure — the Bengal Criminal Tiuw Amendment Act — under the pro- 
. oils of which this notification was issued in 1935, invoked the wrath 

* condemnation of a number of members oclouging to both t Hindu 
1 Moslem communities, and. Sir, l found to my intense pleasure 
•t the person who practically led the opposition was no other thwn the 
u’hle Mr. A. K. Fazlul ITuq, the present Chief Minister of the 
vernment of Bengal. [Hear! hear!) Sir, l do not propose to rake 

• ancient history, but I believe that l may well remind Mr. Fazlul 
1 of one or two passages from his speech which won the applause of 
sides of the House, now three years and a half ago. He then perti- 
;tlv described the action of the advisers of the Government in 
aging forward Midi a drastic piece of legislation as unwise and 
aecess^y. In fact. Sir, ho tried to prdbe deeper into the question, 

* he prated the emphatic opinion that what, after all could l>© 
jeeted of a Government which was advised by people whose know- 

* ge ot men |iml things was no. letter than that of fifth class students 
a third class private school. (Hear! hear!) But I do not think that 

Faslul Huq hao then the opportunity of examining, as I have been 
' linded, “the other side of the shield M . I believe. Sir, he will 
•^ain, if any explanation is necessary from him, as to why he 
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allowed a notification to be brought to the notice of the public of 
Bengal under the provisions of an Act which was. so justly and 4 80 
strenuously opposed by him at rflie time of thew initiation of that parti* 
cular measure. Sif; there is one other thing perhaps which Mt. Failul 
Huq will reiall. Mr. Faslul Huq was very eloquent on that day, and 
he made this bold assertion, that it was only because the Government 
had a subservient Council at it* disposal thut such measures had been 
placed &n th? Statute Book. (Hear, hearty Of course. Sir, the then 
President of the Council immediately called him to’order, and the word 
“subservient” was withdrawn, ami what Mr. Faxlul Huq declared was 
this: “Then I say that 1 do ojienlv declare that this Council has 

always responded to the cull of t he bureaucratic Government to pass 
stfly measure of any kind ot stringency.” I am placing these .quota- 
tions before the mem tiers of this Assembly so that this House may send a 
reply to the present popular Government ot Bengal that this Assembly 
at any rate is not a subservient one, that this Assembly willgiot lie a jwrfy 
to the passing or at^ep^tnee oi a notification or resolution under enact- 
ment* which are considered to he against the best interests of the nation 
and "institute serious encrojirhmeftts upon the liberties of the people. 

• 

• •Sir, 1 now' ]>as* on to the question immediately before the House. 

I think. Sir, we have to examine the matter from two broad aspect*. 
In the first place, we have to remember that when stub measures were 
placed on the Statute Book there mere men even like the late Sir William 
Prentice or the Hon’ble Sir lloliert Ugid who had realised and declares) 
that the particular provisions which formed part of such enactments 
were extremely rigoious.in character, were extraordinary and could b« 
justitjcd and applied only in an emergent situation. Sir, that is the 
important (mint which i would ask the uieudiers of this House to 
remember and* to recognise. It was repeatedly , asserted whether on 
behalf of the Europeans or on behalf of »lhe member* of the Govern- 
ment or other supporters, that under ordinary circumstances such a 
legislation could never he placed on the Statute Book, could never l» 
brought forward by an> civilised . Government tor acceptance by 
legislature, but the situation then exi^tiug. was an extremely serious 
one, that political murders were taking place, that it was necessary that 
Government should take ruthless measures to put a stop l<* terrorism 
once and for all. That was the main reason — and l believe every 
member of the House will bear me out — that was the princi|*»l policy 
which prompted the Government fb bring* forward ytch legislative 
measures. Very well, Sir, if tlrtit was the situation then, what it the 
situatjon to-day? That is a question which auy* responsible Minister 
has to ask himself — What is the situation to-day? There wa« a time 
in those days when the very- suggestion or propose for the release of 
one single detenu was sop posed- and opposed resolutely Iby members 
the Government. We differed from that policy, but we could appreciate 
the attitude — the consistent attitude which they took up, beewuse they 
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honestly felt that sucli 1-elease c was inimical to what they considered 
to he the best interests of the State. But, Sir, what is the position 
to-day f As some memfasrs have said, as the Leader of the European 
Group has himself said, is it not a fact that a large number of detenus 
has already been released? Is it not a fact that even the highest officers 
of the Crown to-day consider it desirable and necessary that in view of 
the change in the political situation, the detenus should he released and 
that we should return to formal conditions of administration?? Sir, 
why g<> t» exalted officers? What about the members of the present 
Cabinet themselves? Is it not a fact that so far as the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister is concerned— I have seldom read any report of any public 
speech delivered by the Hon’ble Home Minister, perhaps ‘the Press 
Office; has been ruthlessly suppressing his public utterances— is it noh-a 
fact that Mr. Fazlul Huq himself has repeatedly said that the question 
of the release of detenus was a matter which the Government was 
determined tt take up? What about the assurances given by another 
distinguished member of the Cabinet — 1 mean the Hon Ible Finance 
Minister? Sir, 1 am not referring to his Financial Statement which 
contained references to distinguished patriots now dead and gone, but 
X am referring to his own utterunees when he said that the problem of 
the release of detenus was a question which the Government was bound, 
to consider. Sir, can it he denied that s*o tar us the present position 
concerned, the question of tile release of detenus is not looked upon 
»*v the Government itself in the sanv<* light un it was in 1934 or 1935 
.. ueti the notification in question was issued? Sir, that is one aspect of 
problem; and the other asj>ect of the question lies in the change^in 
constitution of the Government which has,, come into force from the 
• of April, 1937. I say emphatically that if such a notification was 
< *»ught to the notice of some selected presses .in Calcutta by the Gove^n- 
. nt that w*as in }>ower before the 1st April, 1937. I could have under- 
bid it; but, Sir, what is the change that is claimed by the members 
: the Government to have come into being since 1st April, 1937. In 
respect the change is fundamental and complete. In previous 
mes the Hon'ble Home Member was not responsible to the legislature, 
of at present the Home Minister is; and whaf. Sir, does this respon- 
AXity to the legislature mean? It means ultimately a responsibility 
• the electorate. The question which we put to the present Home 
.tiniater is — Does he as a responsible Minister consider that the 
'vuiustunces which now exist ^arrant the issue of such a letter from 
Treat Officer? That is the question which the Home Minister has 
• ■ answer, and answer not merely to the legislature, but answer to the 
of Bonsai. (Hear! hear!) Up till now, Sir Naaimuddin has 
>t spoken; in fact, no one on behalf of the Government has spoken. 

we do not kno* what attitude ^he Government is going to adopt, 
now find, Sir, that the Hon’ble Chief Minister is taking down some 
•des. I hope to hear some utterance from him, explaining the conduct 
t the Government which has filled the mind of a large section of the 
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people with anxiety and despair. So* far 1 ^fjfhie notification is con* 
earned, what we say is this: The notification says that Government 
mav restrict the publication of any information which, in the. opinion 
of the local Gover^^ent, tenfls to excite svlupathy with or eecure 
adherence U> the terrorist movement. It will be just and proper for 
every member to ask the Home Minister what evidence he had before 
him — the Hon’ble Sir Robert Reid spoke of definite evidence before 
him in 19*14— wh»h induced him publish such an unworthy and 
harassing notification. Sir, if the truth fotlmt # the notification was 
issued without his knowledge— we know. Sir, that such things had 
happened before in the Bengal Secretariat, ami they do happen even 
now — if Jhat is so, let the Minister get up and tell the House that this 
sag so done and that it will he rectified immediately. But if, on the 
other hand, li# does not say so and if he persists in the issue % f such 
notifications, then, Sir, the public of Bengal will demand from him a 
full explanation of the circumstances which made him issue or authorise 
the issue of such abetter from his department. On the fcply which he 
gives will rest the verdict not only of this Assembly but of the public 
outside — the verdict on the question whether the statements of Hon'ble 
Ministers declaring that there has been a tremendous change in the 
administration of the country after the miduight of the 1st April, 1967, 
are worthy of any serious consideration or not, the verdict on the 
question, whether there has been merely a change in name hut the same 
bureaucratic irresponsibility continues to govern the administration. 
(Hear! hear!) 

# The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 had not the 

slightest intention of ticking part in this debate, because I have found 
that- ever since the inauguration hf the Refunds there has been a 
Insistent endeavour in Certain quarter* to carry on a propaganda 
against us, ha^ed on misrepresentation erf fucts, and attempts ure being 
made in almost all quarter* from which we could have expected 
sympathy and help to throw all sorts of impediments in the way of the 
discharge of our legitimate dwties During the last fA days there has 
been ^ propaganda uot merely in the press hut also on the platform, 
depicting me, as an apostle of communalism. ami that I have suddenly 
been imbued with anti-Hindu ideals f take this earliest opjmriuiiity 
of repudiating both these charges and declaring most solemnly that my 
feelings towards the great Hindu community are at the present moment 
as affectionate as they had been bejpre. During all my Trials and 
tribulations, and I have had ny>re of these than faV*4o the* lot of an 
ordinary mortal, 1 have Wen generouai y helped, by my friends of the 
Hindu community ; and I do remember the help and assistance ttey have,* 
always rendered with feelings of grateful rememlyance. Sir. T there- 
fore expected that wl^u we as&u/hed office we w'ould he allowed at an^*M 
rate that amount of sympathy which one brother has the righto 
expect from another. 
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My friend, Mr. Sytmaprasfrd Mookerjee, has waxed eloquent over 
the persistent manner m which we have been taking bureaucratic- ideals 
of Government, in spite of our profession that a great change has come 
over the system of administration of this country with the inaugura- 
tion of the Reforms. Granting for a moment that we simply stepped 
into the chairs vacated by bureaucrats, therefore our viewpoints are 
changed; but I ask you, Sir, in all solemnity and sincerity whether my 
friends’ viewpoint towards the GoVernment has changed? Not at all. 
They are as critical, as unsympathetic and as impatient of criticism as 
they had been towards the bureaucrats who had been here before us. 
(Hear! bear!). I ask them, Sir, if they want our sympathy and if 
they want that we should in these circumstances behave «as their 
countrymen and as brothers, we have got the right to' expect them to 
chang^ their viewpoint and give us the less of the infpatienoe which 
they always display 

i 

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Sir' ran the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister refer to a particular speaker? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes 


* ^0 Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZL.UL HUQ. 1 ail) not going to take up 
••«<» of this rmincil uimece-snrih -- (Seveiul \ojYe*: yrvj 

on. We want jo hear \ oil • 

triend, Mr. Kyainuprasad Mookerjee Mis tried to confront me 

♦ n\ passages from my speeches which I max Jtave delivered 
hut 1 can only tell him that 1 am not going to go hack upon 

rds. Anything that really restricts the freedom of the indivi- 

• rves the severest condemnation., (Hear! hear!) I agree with 
maprosad Mookerjee that any needless interference wjth the 

the press must be severely condemned, but you can see. Sir. 
er in which the liberty of the press is being utilised by the 
>< 1 am not going to uame the paper— you can easily under- 

sell paper I am referring to, but that paper devotes four 
'f its space to me and to 4 criticisms — (A voice: You are not 
’• ) am not a terrorist^ but because I am not a terro- 

misrepresented. and J do not think that any one of you, if 
• dispassionate view of the situation, will support the spiHt in 
•tings like^that are indulged in by the press. For what 
- the press for? In every civilised country the press is for 
gitimate and fearless criticism and that criticism must be 
•.proper appreciation of things. 
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Sir. I am not going to follow my frfend Mr.^Syamaprasad Mookerje. 
into a detailed examination of the justification or otherwise of the order 
that has been passed. I appeal to my friei^ls on the Opposition 
Benches to give us more of their sympathy and the less of their 
derisive criticism. Do not for a moment believe that because we are 
sitting here opposite to those benches we have changed our mentality. 
You may not^ believe us, but let me £*sure you that there are difficulties 
in the way of our at once accepting any proposals that you may put 
forward. After all, the system of administration*^ this country has 
been the growth of a century and a half and the “steel frame*’ of the 
various Imperial Services which has stiffened adamant duriug the last 
lfU) years requires very careful handling. (A voice : Careful and deli- 
date. ) I can assure you that the manner in which we have heen tiding to 
accommodate our policy towards >our demand has already made many 
officials and many departments extremeh restive, and we have got 
to proceed very cautiously and sh»wl\ . 1 deplore, ultlw#igh I am not 

condemning, the circumstances or the reasons which ma\ have led 

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: What about other provinces? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The other pyivince* have 
not got problems of this kind. The other prnxincef have no detenu 
problem at all In other provinces the\ have got newspapers 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: What about Burma? 

Th. Hon’bl. Mr. A.'K. FAZLUL HUQ: l am ^reminded of Burma, 
i mu\ bring it to the notice of the tlouse that the news of the release 
tit prisoners yi Burma i? absolutely untrue— more than one-third are 
still in custody 1 can only tell you thift so far as the other provinces 
a^e concerned, there also the Congress Premiers are looking into each 

case and disposing of that case on its merits. 

• 

Mr# TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Some ot them are no doubt 
Bengali detenus. 

Tht Hon’bl# Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not know. Hare also, 
as I have often saifl, we are considering each case and as quiqjri.v as we 
can we are trying to release the prisoner* alwrnt whrun orders have 
already been passed. 1 have got orders of release fs*roed on my own 
responsibility in the case of many persons and. believe me whqp 1 e&y 
that we OTe considering this question in the most sympathetic manner—* 
possible. I am very sorry, and sincerely sorry, that we have not been 
able to keep pace with the demand. The Hon’ble the Home Mining 
will make a statement by which it may be possible to come to some sort 
of agreement for co-operation between the members of Government and 
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the members on the otlfer side, # an<I a generous policy will "be adopted 
which will give you satisfaction, I ask you in all sincerity and in all 
humility not frt throw obstacles in our <way. If you do not believe in 
our sincerity, there ends the matter; we are not going to bandy words 
with you and retort in the way it has been done this afternoon. I do 
not think that the manner in which things were going on and the 
atmosphere that prevailed were a^ all desirable. You may be in the 
opposition, but that does not prevent you from co-operating with us in 
a friendly wav, whatever may be your opinion. One of the most diffi- 
cult problems is the question of detenu. While on the one hand the 
public demand has got to be satisfied, on the other hand there are certain 
difficulties which we are willing to place before you arpl take* 1 you into 
confidence and ask for your advice. All points of view have got 
be considered before you can come to a definite decision. Although 
you may refer to the other side of 1 lie shield and the other side of the 
picture, unfortunately it has got to be looked into and it you look to 
the other side of the shield or picture, it you crn get a glimpse of the 
other side, \ou can then tell us the result of \our experience. So far 
as the present question is concerned, it is a very simple one. and you 
hawe debated it sufficient 1\ I agree that a great deal of public feeling 
exists over Hie matter, and \ou have drawn pointed attention to It, * 
but I appeal to ybu to leave the matter with us for the present. 1 hope 
• mv friend, the Home Minister, will he aide to make a statement which 
.*.! satisfy \ou. 4 

• do sincereh hope that the Time is fast coming when instead of 
ng upon our action with suspicion as you have done, you will be 
< ed to look on, our action nj» those of \our friends, your own 
Irwuen and your brethren, and 1 believe that although at the 
r Mi t we may lie considered separated, one forming the men Tm the 
.lament Benches and the^other the Opposition, we aftd the members 
*\e other side all belong to the great Bengali community, and we 
•• got affection for each other and for the detenus as well. I may 
c \ ou thut the detenus belonging to the Hindu community have 
' s been ns dear and affectionate to me as the youths of ifjy own 

• •unity . 1 mu\ tell \ou of hundreds of instances to prove it. Mv 

•nent ot them has never been of a differential character. It does 

• utter to me whether a detenu is a Hindu or a Moslem; I look upon 

a^outh belonging to the Bengali community. I am making this 
•’lent, bel«ve me, that we art* trying to do our best, but there are 
allies in the way. I)o not add tt> our difficulties; come to us in 
•it of co-operation, give us your advice, give us your assistance, 
us have sympathy, and I have no doubt with you on the one 
uid we on th^ other putting o\tr heads together will be able to 
almut a successful solution of a very difficult problem. 


. hav* got nothing further to say. 
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Th# Hon’bU Khwaja Sir NAJIWUBDIN: Am afraid thaw i« vary 
little time and, therefore, I do not propose to deal with the speeches of 
the various speakers and the points raised ii^ them. In view of the 
statement already made by the Chief Minister, all I have got to say ia 
this, that thfcre was no new notification issued by the Government. The 
notification was published in 1935 and has the force of the law of thti 
land, and its legality cannot be questioned as stated by me to-day in 
the Legislative Council Meeting, ruder paragraph 9 of the Govern- 
ment of India notification of 1937, that notification has the same force 
to-day as it had in 1935. The Press Officer in sending the letter in 
question to the various newspaper offices mereh did what he considered 
to be an'' act of courtesy and kindness. (Voices of interruption.) 
ffertainly, I deliberately say that it was an act of kindness, because 
according to the law if un\ newspaper had published the reports of the 
meetings of Detenu I)u\ . they were liable to action under section 2 (a) 
of the Press Act. Therefore, the Press Officer by drawing the atten- 
tion of the newspapers # to the existence of the law (it may be that all 
the newspapers did not get that notice t sureh did an act of kindness. 
So the question of gagging the press does not urine. For the last two 
years, this Act has been in force and, therefore, the question of* it 
'* b?ing a matter of urgent importance does not arise at pll. Let me 
state what the Government propose to do. Government want to have 
a discussion on the question of release of detenus, and they would prefer 
the debate to take place first incite Assembly as it is the more repre- 
sentative body. We have got our po\jc a v which we have not announced, 
Igit I cun assure my friend the Vice-Chancellor 


• Mr. 8YAMAPRA8AB MOOKERJEE: 1 am here not as the Vice- 
Chancellor, bftt as an elected representative of the people. 

t 

The Hon’bll Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Hut he represents the 
Calcutta Tni varsity . I can assure him that it was not due to any other 
rea*on*except that 1 wanted to announce the policy of Government in 
this House first. I consider this to be one of the privileges of the 
members of the legislature that Government policy should be placed 
before them first If the resolutions for which notices have been given 
are gone into, it t£ill be found that resolution for release of ^eteuua i* 
low dowjn on the list; if a discussion* could lie arranged^m th|> detenu* 
resolution, then Government can announce their fitlwy *. After that 
Government will be prepared to considef the question of the notification 
which has been the subject matter of this diacuaaion. I hope that 
will be po&sible for the Opposition to so arrange that the resolution, of 
which notice has beettegiven but which has not received priority in tie*-*** 
ballot under cerlaiu rules, can be taken up on the 9tb. Government 
would very much like to have the discussion on the 9th on tbi*»queatioii. 
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Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOtRl Will you assist us in doing so? 


The Hovi’ble Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government will assist 
you in every way. 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose got up to speak. 


Mr. SPEAKER:, I am afraid I must adjourn the House for prayer. 
Mr. Bose, I can give you two minutes. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, can I speak after th^ adjourn- 
ment ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, after the adjournment automatically the time 
for discussion* of this motion would be over. 


A voice: Sir, on the last occasion, the time granted for „4sar prayer 
only 10 minutes. I submit that 10 minutes is quite insufficient 
for the purpose. ^ * 

» 

Mr. SPEAKER: It has been the invariable practice to grant 10 

foY the Amr prayer und 1<> minutes for the Mogrih prayer, but 

.1 . want more time 1 would hke to hear the Leader of the House 


SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: It is hardly any use my spfukinir 
minutes. If you give me five minutes, I mayjjay something. 


SPEAKER: Please try to be tyief. 


'UOO: I move that the motion be now put. 


SPEAKER: I think there should be a contention that when 
dPr of the House and the leader of the Opposition speak, there 
bj unidlerjrupted pence. After the Leader of the Hotise has 
ven a hearing the Leader of the Opposition must be given a 


- _ SARAT OHANORA BOSE: Yhe Hon’bfe th. Chief Miimter 

ken, but I regret to say, and I say so with the utmost respect, 

hoi spoken to no purpose. In spite of the warm-hearted appeal 
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of my learned friend, Mr. Syamaprasad MookAjee, he has not made 
any response whatever. The question before this House is this: 
Whether there was any justification for the repromulgation of the 
notification of 1835. To that question the <?hief Minister has not 
addressed himself at all, nor the Home Minister in the course of hia 
speech. This House has to consider whether the circumstances in the 
month of July, 1937, were such us to demand the repromulgation of 
that old not&caticftx of 19*35. Further, we all know that there is no 
Governor-in-Oouncil now. The Press Officer, thw Publicity Officer— 

I do not know by what description he calls himself, we find him 
described sometimes as Publicity Officer and sometimes as Press 
Officer — X do not know under whose authority he has repromuigated 
the notification.* It has been said by the Chief Minister that the Act 
is there, and the Home Minister dittoed the statement by suyiifg that 
the Act is there and the notification is there. But there is such a thing 
as making an Act a dead letter: there is such a things* making a 
notification a dead • letter. But instead of doing that, they have 
repromuigated the notitfeation, and 1 say that the only expression which 
is applicable to this is that it is a piece of administrative lawlessness 
of the worst type. I would have expected the members of the Treasury 
Benches, if they were true to their professions, to wipe out such noti- 
fications and start with a clean slate and show to tlejpeojfie of Bengal 
that they are the champions of the people’s rights. It is perfectly idle 
to take the revered names of Lgkamunya Tiiak, Moti Lai Ghosh, or 
Surendra Nath Banerjea — I say it is language of blasphemy — when we 
find the Minister repromulguting a ifotification that was promulgated 
iif 1935. It is no use quoting the Congress scriptures. If you want 
to quote Congress scriptures, you h^ve to follow them. 1 think it is 
perfect 1> idle (I repeat tj^e word idle) to put forward the justification 
tffnt the old Act still exists and that the old notification is still there" 
and, therefore, sit has got to be rescued fr^m what ought to have been 
it$ proper place, namely, the wastepajier basket. Now, Sir. instead 
of the Hon’ble Ministers taking courage in both hands and making 
such old notifications dead letters, they have acted as publicity officer* 
of a discredited Government — a Government which was discredited at 
the time when it came to an end — I mean the old Government under 
the Government of India Act, 1919. Instead of being the champions 
of the people's rights, instead of being the champions of the rights 
and privileges of the press, they have merely acted, I repe+t again, 
as publicity officers of a di sored i ted ^Government 

• 

Now, Sir, Mr. Faslul Huq, the Hoifble the Chief MinisUg, has 
complained of misrepresentations; he has also complained of criticism*. ~ 
I should have thought that any one calling himself a popular Minister 
would not be afraid o( criticism tor one single moment. A* regards 
misrepresentations, he has not referred to any single misrepresentation 
on the subject before the House, vix., the subject of the ifoiifkftfTon 
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of 1935. As regards iritieism#, I would have expected, ordinarily, 
that he would realize, if he called himself a popular Minister, that 
winged words of criticism really scattej away the seeds of revolution. 
He ought to have welcomed words of criticism instead of making 
complaints. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister said that there was no 
new notification, and that it was an act of courtesy andl of kindness 
on the part of the Press Officer to repromulgate it. I take it, there* 
fore, that he takes responsibility^ for that notification. If he takes 
responsibility for that, may I ask him why, instead of saying so fairly 
and boldly, instead of saying that the Council of Ministers have issued 
this notification, he takes shelter under the old Govern or- in -Council— 
an institution which has ceased to exist — as if that old Ga^ernor-in* 
Council still existed and the Press Officer under the old Governor-iv- 
Council still existed? Taking shelter under that Act, I suggest, shows 
a lamentahlp lack of coinage, shows a non-appreciation of the situation 
as it is and also shows that the Ministers instead of being 

popular Ministers are really acting as publicity agents of the old 
Governor-in-Council of 1 935. Now, Sir, I ask, when is this adminis- 
trative lawlessness going to end? When the Chief Minister rose to 
speak to-day that is what I expected him to state before the House. { 
expected him to assure this House that whatever may have been dorm 
in the past / he jya* going to tackle this problem and that, within the 
next few days, such notifications would he things of the past. I really 
c'*; 'ted that of him; hut though he ,hus said something on the general 

- ton of the detenus, lie has not reall\ addressed one single word 

question before the IIous£ this evening, viz., as to whether this 

• • at ion was justified and whether the Council of Ministers consider 
:!iat notification was justified. Now, Sir, I have heard the Chief 
•er and the Hon’hle the Home Minister and find that, in spite of 
-•peal which my friend, Mr. Syumaprasad Mookerjee, made from 

• izlul Huq the Minister^ to Mr. Kazlul Huq the man there has been 
•mouse. This side of the House, certainly, is not going to remqiu 
t with large promises for the future coupled with smooth excuses 
•«* present. We call ii]toti the Ministers, if they really choose to 
be themselves as popular Ministers, to say holdly, clearly\ and in 
•lie tones, that what has gone l>efore under the Act of 1919 will 
hing of the past und that the public of Bengal, and particularly 
•t'ss of Bengal, can look forward to a new era when their right* 
<i i alleges will he recognized. I shall, therefore, again ask th# 

* Ministo^if he really wants %o grapple with the problem seriously, 
wants to talc* the public 1 into his confidence, if he wants to take 
*'ss into his confidence, So give an assurance to this House that 
• 1 consider this matter seriously and take steps to withdraw this 

notification of 1935. 

"be Council was then adjourned for 15 fhinutesO 
■ he* House then reassembled after adjournment.) 
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Mr* SPEAKER: Order, order. UiWer theVules, the adjournment 
motion has beeiv discussed for two hours, and it is bow automatically 
talked out. We shall now proceed with our u^ual business. 


The Hott’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Will not the lo minutes 
allowed for prayer be deducted? 


Mr. SPEAKER: No. 


* The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Is that definitely in the 

rules P 


Mr. 8PEAKER: This.), ah all along been the practice* to deduct 
the prayer time. 


Signing of Attondanot Regisfsr T> y mombort^ 

Mr. SYEO dALALUODIN HASHEMY: May l rise on « point 
of information. Sit P Is it binrffiug on the meml>eis of this House to 
siirn their names in this register? 


Mr, SPEAKER: 1 have alreudy said that it* would probably be 
<*onvc«ient for members 1o do so, because it would otherwise In* difficult 
for officers of^jthe Assembly Depnitmeifl to know who is present and 
jvlio is not. I hope that will soon be possible for them to recognise 
the members, when I hope thut this signing on the register would no 
longer be necessary. 

• 

Mr. SYED JALALUDOIN HASHEMY: Sir, may 1 inform you 
that this register is placed on a table without ink or pencil, and it is 
very derogatory t& members to have tg sign their names in it from day 
to day. 1 appeal to you, Sir, to pitted us from this humiliating posi- 
tion. 


Mr. SPEAKER: All right, I shall discuss Ifys matter with the 
leaders of the differ^pt groups (tomorrow. 

We shall now resume the general discussion of the Budget. » 
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GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHJtl0)D: ^fr. Speaker, Sir, while I was 
pointing out to Dr. Sanyal that his figure was wrong? as regards 
“Industries” as it stands in the Budget, I was told by him that I should 
read arithmetic or something like that I heard from some of the occu- 
pant of opposite benches. I rise tl>-day to say something 1 to them who 
uJhvays profess to speak for the country, or at least for the masses of 
Bengal. It is true, we have hud much advice from those occupying 
benches opposite to us, and wc have had opportunities of listening to 
many such opinions from them before hut at the same time. we have 
many an exhibit of their past actions on record. But when T am go in# 
to discuss the Budget, I do not wish to discuss it from the point of 
view of how to balance it. I am going to discuss it in a different light. 
Now, Sir, the object of discussing — or allowiug a discussion on — the 
Budget is not purely to elicit the views of the members of this House 
as to how both sides of the Budget may be balanced, but at the same 
time to enable them to have a say on the policy underlying the collec- 
tion of revenue und the proposed expenditure under various heads. 
Df. Sanyal in his speech laas given the principal figures relating .to 
the income of the Budget, but he has not given the House the actual 
figuics on the head of expenditure side for the present year under the 
v*"mis heads. The Ilon’ble the Finance Minister in his Budget 

h on the 29th of July told us that there was a surplus budget this 

; and, further, he announced »n the paper before that there was no 

> -.‘rence from His Excellency the Governor in its prepaiation. w 
* 

tins connection, Sir, 1 would like to discuss some points in the 
: . !, but ut the same time I would like to draw the attention ''of the 

* - 'e the Finance Minister to >ome ot the speeches **-hich he made 

the year 1924-25, when he occupied the Opposition Bench. *1 
n this point here, because from the nature of the Budget that 
1- • **u presented this year in this House, he has not been able to 

us. 1 am just quoting a few lines from one of his speeches 
- he made during the year 1924-25. He said that the anomaly 
t purse precludes the possibility of Ministers from getting what 
-ant. He went on to say in that deliberation that they cannot 
-. t^e system under which they have to work. They cannot reduce 
’*ngth of the superior servings, nor the salaries of their so-called 
iiuates. ny* far the greater portion of the money allotted to 
* swallowed up in paying for the paraphernelia of the adminis- 
... and little or nothing is left for useful work in the cause of the 
building departments. Now let us analyse the budget which 
- prepared this year and how far it has satiffied us. I think with 
-uguratiou of the new constitution, we can say, that the purse 
-u. placed under the Hobble the Finance Minister’s control. 
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(Daughter.) The main sources of inectne practically are four. Land 
Revenue bears an income of Re. 8,51,85,000 — I quote the figures in 
thousands because my friends pn the other side have neglected those 
figures and say that figures less 4housand are not necessary to „ 

mention. Bpt in a country where people do not get a drop of medicine 
and are dying of cholera, pox and other epidemic diseases, 1 think 
these sums should not be ignored. The income under Stamps is & 
crores 7 lakh^ (55 thousand, under Customs 2 crores 28 lakhs, under 
Excise 1 crore 87 lakhs. The toial receipts from* these heads are 10 
crores 19 lakhs and 50 thousand, and we get *2 crores 85 lakhs and 50 
thousand from other different sources. Now, Sir. there is the total 
income o£ 12 crores ami 55 lakhs, and the total expenditure has tw*en 
l^owu as 12 crores 21 lakhs leaving a surplus of about 84 lakhs. 

Now T draw the attention of the members of this House to the figures 
against each of the departments which Dr. Sanyal has mentioned, in 
lump sum, but I mention them in detail, that is. under Police 2 crores 
27 lakhs 69 thousand, General Administration 1 crore 58 lakhs and K 
thousand, and Administration of Justice 1 crore 8 lakhs and 89 
thousand. These three depaitinents have practically taken 4 crores 84 
lakhs and 66 thousand. Then come other* department* that might 1»e 
called the nation-building departments. * • 

Education 1 crore 26 lakhs (>S thousand, Public Health *58 lakhs 

98 thousand. Agriculture 11 lakhs 74 thousand. Industry 16 lakhs 69 

thousand. These four make a total of 1 crore 89 lakhs 9 thousand. 

• Now, Sir. out of a total income of 12 crores 55 lakhs a sum of 
rupees 4 crores 84 lakhs and 66 tlpmsand has been allotted for the 
Polio** and General Administration, whereas a paltry sum of 1 crore 
.8$ lakhs 9 thousand has been set apart for the nation-building depart- 
ments. Out oiftthis sum 1 crore 26 laklpi and 68 thousand has been 

s^t apart for Education. So, Sir, we can see that more than one-third 

of the total revenue or income of Bcugal has I teen sot apart for the 

departments of Police and A’dltiiuist ration. 

• 

Now, Sir, in the memoiandum, we see that in the Budget of 1988-84 
there was an actual expenditure of 2 crores 22 lakhs and 72 thousand 
for the department of Police. There has been an increase of 5 lakhs 
this year. I suggest, why not reduce the grant by 5 lakhs ^rom the 
budgeted amount of this year? Frptu the last year's budgef only a 

sum of 56 thousand has been tyduced. In this rmfcie^ion, 1 beg to 

suggest that the Police -will have to change their outlook. Fqpnerly 
they thought themselves to be under a Government which had absoluto-^- 
ly no connection with the people. Now they will^Have to think that 
they are the servants gt the people or the public. So. Sir, if Bengal 
can make an experiment, I beg to suggest that the expenditure under 
the head "Constables" might be dispensed with. * * 
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Under the head “C/eneral Administration”, there has Wn an in* 
^crease of Ra. 15 lakhs and 82 thousand than what was last, year and of 
Rg. *31 lakhs more than whstt was in 193344 and Rs. 0 lakhs *36 
thousand more has been allotted this year under the head “Administra- 
tion of Justice. ” 

fTlie Speaker had not finished when the House adjourned till 3-45 on 
Tuesday, the 3rd August, 1937.) 


Adjournment. 

The Assembly was then adjourned till 3-45 p.m. on TueSday, the 
4Jfd August, 1937, ai the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly asse mb l ed 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 193 S. 

Thb Assemm.y met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 3rd Augu^, 1937, at 3-4a p.m. , 


Present: 

Mr. K$>e«kor (the llon’hle Khan Bahadur M. Azizil Haquk, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, tli£ eleven Hon'hle Minister and 218 member*. 


Time of reply to Assembly Questions. 

Mr. N ALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Cutler 
f J{ule 23, lo days’ notice is re<|inred for asking a question. May I 
explain it in thi* wa\ that the Hon’hle Minister* must give replies.lo 
questions in time, that is, within 1 ■) du\* from the dale «yi which the 
notice was given and it the\ are not in a position *to gi|’e suitable 
readies b\ that time. the\ will take the peimi*siou from the Hon'hle 
Speaker for extension ot time. • 

# Mr. 8PEAKER : It is quite natural that l should be extremely 
careful if a point of orfler in\nl\e*^a legal interpretation. I do not 
think it would be fair to m\*clf and to the House that I should be 
ulfsw ei^ng ,» question wlu*h might create a precedent for the* future 
without lull ci^siderat ion 1 am not theiefoir going to give a ruling 
on the point to-da\, bul alter looking into the matter I promise to do 
so to-morrow . 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(Ip which oral answer* were given) 

Hindu and Munatmm M unsift. * 1 

^•11. Mculvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will tb* Hou’bl. 
Minii»ter in charge of the Judicial Department be phased to lay oil the 
table a statement akoPiing the number of munrifa, showing neparately 
the number of Hindus and Musaalmans appointed during the peripd 
from January, 1937, to April, 1987? 

8 * 



1U QUESTIONS. [3w» Ato., 

MINISTER in Charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Nawtb Mutharruff Hossam, Khan Bahadur) ; A statement is laid on the 
table. t 

Statement referred to in the answer to starred question No. 11 ) showing 
separately the number of Hindus and Mussalmans appointed during 
the period from January , 193? , to April , 1937. \ 

Hindus .. ..15 (including 2 of 

minority community). 

Mussalmans . . . . 6 

f Total .. 21 




Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: What percentage has been fixed in 
regard to this service for Muhammadan appointments? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

No percentage has yet been fixed. 


Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: l)oe> the Hon bh Minister 
• -’Msider the number of appointments given to Muslims quite adequate? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

..it is a matter of opinion. 

"'Cfaulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: May «.■ 1 uive the opinion of 
llon’ble Minister in regard to this matter? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: \ ou cannot ask *or anybody’s opinion. 

_^abu NACENDRA NATH SEN: What is this disparity due to 
«he number of appointment ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088 A:n, Khan Bahadur: 

l.ese appointments are made by the High Court on consideration of 
peetive merits ot the candidates. 

Atbu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: What was the number of candi> 
»es for appointment as munsifs? 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H OSSA IN. Khan Bahadur: I 

for u6tiee. 
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[y*l*uM AHMED ALI MRIDHA: •Will tue Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaded to consider the desirability of following rule of the percentage 
fixed for each of the communities in regard to # appointmentsP 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Under the Government of India Act, section 2fw, Government is 
authorised to^ix the percentage of appointments for different commu- 
nities and in pursuance of that section we are considering what 
percentage should be fixed in this particular case.* The matter is still 
under consideration and I am not in a position to tell you what will 
he the exact percentage. 


Amount realised as process-fees and paid to process-servers for the last 
* # 3 years. 

\^/l2. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Will •th? ll.m ble 

Minister in charge t»f tjp* Judicial Department he pleased to lay on the 
table a statemtnt showing separately foi the IunI thrin' yearn — 

(i) the amount realised an process-tee; and 

(u) the amount paid to the process-servers as jmyy 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H08SAIN,* Khan Bahadur: 


1934. 

Rs. 

(»')• 25,25.204 
(«t) 8,70,934 


• 1035. 
Kh. 

20,88,254 

8,27,938 


193(1. 

Kb. 

27,34,378 

8,12,07(1 


Batyj NACENDRA N¥VTH 8EN: Ma\ 1 know what has been done 
during these ye^rs with the surplus ? 

* The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

The surplus formed the revenue of the piovince and the education 
expenses are being met therefrom * 

S^^Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN! Will the Government consider 
the desirability of redwing the process fee in view of such huge 
surpluses '? « 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H 088 A IN, I0ian Bahadur: 

Not that I know of. 

bar: What ia the underlying principle for realising process 
feesJ* # 

The Hon’bla Nawab MUSHARRUFF H OSSA IN, Khan Bahadur: 

The principle ia to realise as much aa we can (Laughter). 
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Mr. SPEAKERS iSvould request the Hon'ble Minister to be more 
serious iu his answer. 

ft, M. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: What is the standard laid* down 
lor the realisation of process fees ? t 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOS8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

There is a standard laid down and fees have been realised according to 
certain scales. ' 

^^tfaulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR* In view of the huge amount 
of process fees realised, does the Government consider the desirability 
of beVering the pay and prospects of process-servers? * 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The matter i* under consideration of Government. 

\^£labu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Is it a fact that the process fee is 
within the jurisdiction of the High Court ? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Yes, the process’ fee has been fixed at the discretion of the High Court. 

. , itfaulvi AHMED ALI MRIOHA: l).,.-* the H.m’l.l.- Minister 
• * tder the desirability of mov*ng the High Court in the matter of 
.. lion of process fees? 


The Hon’ble Ndwab MUSHARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

uk that is a request for action. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: tin Ih ngali > Is it not a fact 
t he provincial revenues have been replenished h\ these process 


*4r. SPEAKER: That question has already been answered. 

Prooees-sorvers. 

-f3. Maulvi MOHAMMAD ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURIi 

^ tue IU/ljJe Minister in cnarge of the Judicial and Legislative 
:u'inl) Department aware — 

..t that the bailiffs of the Calcutta Small Cause Court a*nd the 
process-servers of the Sealdah Small Cause Court do the 
same prorcss- serving woik; but 

♦ tt) that there is a difference in their pay and prospects of the said 
" * two oourta ? 
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(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in # the will the Hon’hlo 

Minister be pleased to state what are the reasons for the differential 
treatment ? 


The Hoft’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H 088 A IN, Khan Bahadurt 

(a) (i) Yes, to some extent. Knowledge of English is essential in the 
case of Small^bause Court bailiffs. 

(ii) Yes. 

(fr) Calcutta Small Cause Court Imiliffs are recruited from a different 
class. Sealdah Small Cause Court process-servers are paid on the small 
scale as all mufassal process-servers. 

m 

Babll NACENDRA NATH 8EN: In view of the answers gTven to 
questions 12 and 1*1, is it in the contemplation of the Ilon’hie 
Minister 


Mr. SPEAKER: Y on cannot put supplemental^ questions in 
respect of a question which is o\**r and to which no further supplemen- 
tary questions can he allowed 


\/£abu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Is 

ftoverriment to raise the salary of process- 


t lie 4 'outemplut ion of 




The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: As 

I have already -aid, it undei the consideration of Government. 


\^k aulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: What dots 
mean bv *n\ ing - “Culootta Small Cause Court 
from a d'fferrtit class.” 


•t he Hon’ble Minister 
bailiffs are recruited 


• Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think that that question urines at all. 
You can draw your own com lu^on on the What you can do is to 

put questions for further elucidation ^>f points to wliii h no information 
has been supplied. 

l^ftaulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WAS: Will tl.<> H.m't >Ie Member 
kindly explain what he means by “from a different class”!" 

Mr. ‘SPEAKER: No. that is not a question utyd § canftot allow 
that. 


Sites for the development of hydro-eleotrio power. 

\JH. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) U the Hon* hie Minister 
in charge of the Department of Commerce and Labour aware thotlhe 
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good quality of coal in *India is^expected to be lost within a period of 
about 122 yearn an mentioned in the report of the Coal Mining Com- 
mittee, 1937? 

(b) Do the Government intend to take immediate steps to enquire 
into the question of selection of suitable sites for the development of 
hydro-electric power? 


MINISTER in charge of COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’bld Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (<n Yes. 

(b) The question is receiving the attention of the Government. 



member: Will the Jlon’hle Minister be pleased t) state whether, 
fie is gong to appoint a Committee to expedite the matter ? 


The Hon’btc Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: So soon ! — No. 1 do not 

contemplate the Appointment of a Committee as yet. 


VMr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: May 

Government has accepted the recommendations of 
Coin in it tee? 


I know whether 
the Coal Mining 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I submit that that ques- 
hardly arises out of this. 

~* r , 8PEAKER: The cjuestion is uhethei tlie good cjiiail ity of coal i.*\ 
is expected to lie lost within a period ot 1 22 years as mentioned 
Coal Mining Committee. In view of that, the honourable mem- 
entitled to a«k ns to whether Governinenl accept the recomnendu- 
v»l the Committee, ami it is open to the Minister tq say, yes or no 
t the matter is under consideration. In my view, the question is 
• er. 

-•♦6 Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Am I to answei the ques- 
i to whether Government hu\e accepted the statement of the Coal 
■ g Committee with regard to the fact that the good quality of coal 
..Iia is expected to he lost within n period of about 122 years or am 
ns^er with regard to the entire report? 

*r. st>EAlf£R: 1 think the question is, whether the reeommenda- 
*»f the Committee have hetu accepted by Government. 

oe Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: As a matter of fact, it is 
*e Government of India to decide* to what extent they are going to 
. : the recommendations. I take it that the matter i» under their 
•eratitm. 
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the Hon’ble Minister 
examined the recommendations of the Committee and does he agree to 
the statement that the good quality of coal in India is expected to be lost 
within a period of albout 122 vein's? # 
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V/tJrTsYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: As 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry that question does not arise at the 
present stage^ 

W^fT SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Willi regard to answer 
(6), is it not too early to give"httention to this report ? 


The Mon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I am afraid we move 


«much quicker in these da\s than in former du\s. 

J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: How long will this 
engage the attention of Oovernment before an\ action t^kcu? 


matter 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: With reguid to the 

development of 1 h dro-elect ric power, I have called for papers and I pro- 
pose to examine all the previous suggestions with legard to h \ dro* 
electric power, and thereafter I shall consider the advisahilitv ot taking 
immediate steps in the matter. 


yRfrTjOCESH CHANDRA CWPTA: I usk. hmv l»i. K i« it lik.-lv to 

♦‘Hjjiiiro tin* nt t ,*i 1 1 loll of the lloii’lile M mi.ter before it in |ms»ilile to 
t#ke anv action? 


Tho Hon’bh Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I Imt is much too problc* 
maliritl to answer. 


8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Am 1 to take it that it will 
not be possible to take any action until the period of 122 years mentioned 
by the Committee expires? (Taiughler > (No answer). 




Road from Bongaon to Maheahpur, Jet sore. 


*15. Mr. SEftAJUL ISLAM: (a) Will the nmi’l>le«Minmtcr 
in charge of the Department of Conftnunications and A^irks be phased 
to state whether the district hffard scheduled kaich% road of 28 miles 
from JBongaon to Maheshpur in tho district of .Tesifbre has been included 
by the Bengal Provincial Hoad Development Board in its five-yeW* « 
scheme for the purpose of metalling? 

(b) If the answer # to (a) is in tho affirmative, what ia the position 
and when is the work thereof expected to begin? 
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Th# Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY* May I, with your 

permission, Sir, answer this question in t,he absence of my colleague. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Th. Hon’bla Sir BIJOY PRA8AD SINCH ROY: No. 

(i) Dyes not arise. • ' 

w'^.bu NAGENOltA NATH 8EN. Is tliere any possibility of this 
road being included in t<hc near future in the five-year scheme? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BWOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: We cannot uuticj*, 
pate tie report of experts. 


Mr. 8ERAJUL ISLAM: Before I put further supplementary ques- 
tions, I should tell the Ilon’hle Minister that the Sutydi visional Officer of 
Bongaon 


Mr. 8PEAKER : ^ cm cannot refer to the Sulxli visional Officer or 

anybody else without specifically putting your supplementary question. 

SERAJl/L ISLAM: Is it not a fact that the project lias been 
hided in the programme? 


•ha Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY. No. Sir. it has 
*<een inc luded as yet. * 

-.abu NACENDftA NATH SEN: On a point ot information) Sir. 
n 1 referred to questions and Id which are of an identical Stature 
of which No. 1^? had already been disposed of, you»7.ere pleased lo 
me out of order in respect of putting supplementary questions fo 
whicfh was closed. Am l not entitled to know undei what rule you 
• pleased to disallow that question, especially as my reference was to 
which, though already disposed of, was of an identical nature to 
other then under consideration ? 


Mr. SPEAKER* T think it is the inherent power of the Speaker to 
la q# to what supplementary questions arise and what do not, and 
•'ever might he the affinity ba+ween one question that has already 
•* disposed St afcd another, I rule that the member had lost the right 
ruying supplementary questions in respect of the former. It will 
merely an abuse of power if a member takes the opportunity of 
*:ng supplementary questions in respect of a question which has 
4 dy been dosed in connection with a subsequent question. But it 
..orfectly open to him to put his supplementary question without 
Zoning the first one. 
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GENERAL DISCU8SI0N.PF THE BUDCET. 

Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: Sir, I rise to congratulate the Hon' hi? 
the Finance ♦fillister 

Mr. ABD|/lLA*AL-MAHMOOD: Sir, I wa» iu possession of the 
House iadt night at the time of adjournment and should have my chance 
first to conclude my speech. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is quite true that yours was the first chance 
•jut unless you exercise your right of doing so by drawing my attention, 
nobody nhu help you. As soon as the questions were over, it unit your 
duty to rise. When the point of information was raised, you did not 
do so neither did you do so when Maulvi Ahul Hashini ^rose to speak. 
You have forfeited oui light already and Maulvi Ahul Hashini is in 
possession of the House. 

MaDIvi ABUL HA8HIM : K Hso to congratulate ihe Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister for presenting a surplus budget in this Hope. In the 
midst of condemnations, I believe this congratulation will to a very 
great extent produce a soothing effect enabling him to listen to my 
criticism mth a dispassionate aftifude of mind, ns I think words of 
apprecianon and praise aie perhaps fly* sweetest of all music In view 
oi the financial position of Bengal in comparison to that of Bombay, 
Madras, the baited Provinces and the Punjab, and in vie* of the 
heavy demands of Bengal foi its pnqier adnmiist riTt ion . prepaiation of 
aNurplus budget is real*- an achievement. It mu til. however, l*e nd- 
uiiUed that mg*h of the rmlit, if not Hu* "hole of it. is due to the 
Neimeyer settlement The Hon'hle the Finance Minister, 1 have not 
tfte least doubt, "ill readily admit that the surplus budget is not always 
the best. A surplus shewn in *he budget is worthy of universal admira- 
tion ai»l in an index to the country Vpronpenty if that surplus is there 
after satisfying all the legitimate needs of the country. Members of 
thi« legislature would have returned to their constituencies with an 
infinitely greater sense of pride and satisfaction even if they could 
prepare a deficit Midget making provision for the much negled free 
primary education in Bengal. Thi« # Uovernment has Iieen functioning 
for four months now from the 1st of April, lUb , but aitiluce the Govern- 
menta of other provinces, popularly kittiwn as Congress Govenjjnents, 
this Government has to depend for its support upon as many as nevmm* 
distinct and different groups. ( onsidering these difficulties that stand 
in the way of harmonious and quie't working of this Government, mainly 
composed of oppressed and depressed classes, I do not know exactly if I 
am too early to subject this budget estimate to Jevere aifd ruthffe# 
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criticism, I am not gbod at figures and I am prepared to join an 
Arithmetic class if 1 be so advised by my Congress friends, just as I am 
prepared to join an English Grammar Sahool if I am accused of my poor 
knowledge of English by my European friends. It has been said that 
Its, 89,18,000 more than what was appropriated by the nation-building 
departments under the revised estimates of 1986-87 is demanded for those 
departments. This increased demand gives a very nice appearance, but 
if you go into details and carefully examine the budget, you will find 
how ineffectively this money has been distributed amongst the various 
departments. 1 am afraid I find nothing much to commend. A few’ 
thousand added to this or that department does not make any difference 
and does not serve any other purpose than that ot getting apfdau.se for 
the makers of the budget. The people of Bengal will not get the full 
value of the money if the present distribution stands, fnstead of show- 
ing great anxietv in immediate and ull round developments, the Govern- 
ment of Bengal would have done well by confining their attention to one 
or two of the items. For example, we may take the item of land 
development, drainage and irrigation. The Hon’hle Minister tor Works 
and Communications admitted in June last before the gentlemen of the 
Dumodar Canal deputation which waited upon him in the Writer,**’ 
Buildings that the Dumndui Canal agitation was genuine. A few lakhs 
assigned to that stem would have completely satisfied their grievances.^ 
Take another item, namely, the question of unemployment amongst the 
<>•*'. m» 0( | youths of Bengal. This should have been taken in right 
* • -i ; a few lakhs added to tl^ Industries Budget would have pro- 

! excellent results. I do not at the present moment propose to 
'th primary education beumd what 1 have alieady stated. It 
. - that some iifnnev has heen‘allotted tor primary education but I 
lie Government of ltengul'do not pretentl to have done something 
- direction b\ doing so; 'I hope and trust that th^iiovernmeut of 
!' .! are contemplating to'piepare a satisfactory scheme to meet the 

I for primary education in the near futuie. Before I resume mv 
cun not help making one more remark. It is true that necessity 
•„ no law. indirect taxation on necessities of life is extrenqd.v bad 

• there may arise some unfortunate circumstances when it is 

.. .( v to take resort to this bad taxation. The tobacco tax completes 

• i automatically sometime in June 1988 hut I do not think one 
«^ell at this time if it will be necessary' in *1988 to retain this 

It is therefore not deniable that the makers of the budget 
»rom nSw jriead for its continuance. 


. inclusion, k congratulate the Government for starting a new 
-ent of Labour. The money just now* alleged to this department 
*m«l] but I hope and trust that greater and greater attention 
p gld to thil department as it grows and develops. 
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JMauivi ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR:* Mr. Speaker, Sir, the speech 
of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister may be a fine piece of literature 
full of sentiments which may appeal to the ejnotioual section of our 
countrymen but to the poor masses of this country this fine piece of 
literature ra^es very little hope. The budget shows a surplus of 
Rs. *14 lakhs but on analysis it will be found that it is not the actual 
state of Ihiugsl The surplus which is claimed by the Hon'ble Finance 
Minister is a ^spodn-fed’* one, or if I may be allowed to say, it is a 
beggar’s surplus. The sum oi Its. 8 crores has b%en remitted by the 
Government of India tor tlie relief of the Government of Rental, 80 
that the hitter may be saved the sum oi Its. lakhs by way of 
interest charges. Then again, Sir, the working balance of the Bengal 
W o vernment amounting to Its. IKS lakhs was practically advanced by 
the Government^ol India; and then the portion of the jute export*dut\, 
though it is a legitimate claim of Bengal, was yielded by the Govern- 
ment of India to the Prowneul Government; and thus we have got 
practically the^e ciunitv gifts iiom the Government of India ami 
thereby a sum of only It". ‘U lakhs is shown as our surplus. Thin is, 
Sir, one aspect of the budget. 

Sir, if you now consulci how the sum of Its. 1‘JA crores is extrucied 
as revenue from the people, you will see that the hud^t is not a witis- 
foctory one for the pi mince as a whole. Bengal is practically a land 
of emergency measures which hn^p been extended on political grounds 
from year to year Similar 1\ , on the financial field we have got wane 
emergency measures whit h were paslkd in when the population 

of* this country was suffering from acute distress I refer to the 
Tobacco Tax, tht* Amusement Tax and the enhancement of the stamp 
dirties and court fees 'tyis money wjim extracted from the unwilling 
public tuid th<* p< orer masses who are poetically living from hand to 
mouth From •ft popular Finance Minister these jxmr people might 
have expected .some kind of relief from the burden of the taxation on 
tobacco which touches directly the pocket* of the agriculturist*, and 
which should have been remftted by a popular Finance Mini trier. 
Instead* of doing so we find that these five taxes are being renewed 
and that though the Finance Minister claim* that the financial position 
of Bengal ha» improved to a certain extent yet the poor ma*» imputation 
of Bengal are kept under the heavy burden of these obnoxiou* luxe*. 
Now Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Finance Minister might have asirtailed 
some item* of the expenditure of thesGovernment, at anj rate # the cost 
of administration which has increased from day t<^dnv. The usual 
police Vmdget and other sum* allotted the different department* of 
Government swelled the budget while the mass population beootnlhe— ■ 
poorer day by day. T|we burning questions of the dny according to the 
budget estimates of tljt financial "statement are agricultural indebted- 
ness, unemployment of the middle classes, relief to labouring and 
agricultural classes and the question of the political prisoners. • For 
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the relief of the, agricultural population the Finance Minister has sug- 
gested propaganda, free compulsory primary education, irrigation and 
dredging of some of the # rivers and canals. Now, Sir, this propaganda 
is a powerful thing, but I fear that the Finance Minister did not allot 
any sum of money for this propaganda. At the same tinja he likes to 
extend free primary education all over Bengal, hut behind this pious 
wish there is a mild threat of taxing the poor population the country. 
Sir, if you would tax the mass population for primary education, you 
practically take the- school fee not from the hands of the students but 
from the hands of their guardians and this makes very little difference 
whether the students will pay or their parents or guardians will be 
taxed for this primary education. 

Th^n, Sir, about irrigation we find that the Finance Minister con- 
fines his activities to West Bengal; and about the development scheme, 
i.e., the dredging of rivers and canals, he confines his activities to 
Eastern Bengal. 1 hail from North Bengal and would like to ask the 
Finance Minister why North Bengal is to be excepted from the scheme. 
In the time of ancient Hindus, North Bengal was a Pandab Barjtt 
Dealt. I would ask him if that is the reason why North Bengal is 
eluded from these beneficial activities. 

Considering tjte budget as a whole, Sir, as I have already submitted 
it cannot be considered as a surplus budget. It is nothing (hut a 
“so.M»i»-fed” budget and this spoon- f ‘*eding is not always a desirable 
in a eountrv like ours. The Finance Minister says that with 

• • "ires the financial position of the country will be improved, but 

■ . submit that if the Government of India had not granted us the 

", the budget would have he mi a deficit and not a Mirplus budget, 
-ait therefore that the huijget speech ir whatever language it is 
•d does not stale the actual state of things of Bengal finance. It 
.(tically a thing which does not exist. It is thtlk shown to the 
or at least to this legislature garbed in fine language and fir.e 
.cuts. 

. the Speaker calling on Sir George Campbell to speak, M,r. l)ebi 
: 1 Khaitan stood up and said : — 

‘ .v I enquire. Sir, on what principle speakers are called up? 

♦ ."SPEAKER: Order, order. I do not tiling that it is up to 
..ember to question mv action Will Mr. Khaitan take his seat 
I am speakihg? It is entirely within the discretion of the Chair 
:! out the names of the speakers and the Speaker has to select 
•min the different groups of the House. It is, of course, a fact 
1 did office ihwt Mr, Khaitan got up before I called up Sir George 

• 'ell, but long before that there were ssveral gentlemen who 

, seel their desire to speak. In fairness to them I should call 

• up* do long as they belong to the different groups of the House* 
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I do not think that the Speaker’s action is one that jd>ould he quae* 
tinned. If any hon’ble member thinks that the Speaker is usipg his 
discretion in a manner which ^ not in consonance with his position, 
the member is free to take such steps as he is entitled to, but eertaiuly 
there should^be no question regarding the action of the Speaker, who 
has to look to the different groups, to the interests of the Opposition, 
the interests df minorities. Aud 1 do not think that simply because 
Mr. Khaitan stood *ip once gives him the inherent right of questioning 
the discretion of the Speaker. # 

I now call upon Sir George Campbell to speak. 


Sir C£ORCE CAMPBELL: Sir, I ri.se to offer my congratulations 

the Finance Minister both on his budget speech und on the budget 
which he has presented to this House. 1 feel that 1 should off^r my 
sympathy too — in fact if 1 may sa\ so, 1 think he should have got more 
sympathy from my friends to the right. 1 have heard it claimed that 
sympathy is their # prerogative tor suffering humanfty. Perhaps, 
though 1 should hesitate to believe it. they have sympathy only for 
those of their own political < leed. Hut 1 do suggest that under the 
exceptional circumstances of this first and most important pronounce- 
ment from the Government Bench the llon'ble Finance Minister Was 
entitled to go outside t lie bare tacts of the budget and fro give us a 
very interesting and comprehensive review of Provincial matters and 
their necessities in relation to the financial budget of 1 lie Province. 
Over and above that I suggest U><> that he was quite right in jiaving a 
tribute to those gentlemen who had d»een m charge before him under 
aedifferent system of administration and had done m> much to bring 
the Province to its present .solvent condition. I ted, Sir, that the 
lion 'hie the Finance Minister must have shown considerable courage 
afbl duiertninut ion heio!e*hc came to tfils House bemuse ! can visualise 
what a heavy «4emand each of the popufar Minislei* must have made 
on him (i s the\ wanted funds for vanousVchemes of their own and fie 
must have had a hard fight to bring out such a budget ami safeguard 
the surplus, which is m main •vay.s a small sum, and so to arrange the 
finance of the Province that this srtrplus would grow and that there 
will be. as the veins go on. mote aud more funds available for nation- 
building departments. 

Sir. there is another point which I think the Hmi'ble the Finance 
Minister makes. Although he is providing for certain new«expendi- 
ture he expresses the opinion that what must come bej^re tlpt is the 
restoration of certain retrenchments that were pft* viously made. I 
understand these retrenchments were nftde in times of great strjgg* and 
I think that all moneys that are Wing retrenched now will have 
very carefully considered for reinstatement heforeeentirej^r new depar- 
tures are made. * 

Sir, I have little more to add. There are pointy on which we will 
want some information from the Finance Minister, hut I would father 
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myHelf merely conclude by paying a tribute to the statesmanlike 
budget that has been presented to us and to voice my appreciation of 
how the Hon’ble Minister undoubtedly, realises that the best thing in 
the finances of the Province U to hasten slowly. And while he is 
undoubtedly a visionary looking forward to the good of jfche people of 
Bengal, his own financial experience makes him enough of a realist 
to appreciate that he cannot make bricks without strawJ^ I once again 
congratulate the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. • 


Mr. DEBI PRA8AD KHAITAN: I think it is really a piece of 
good fortune to our province that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
has been able in bis first budget to produce a surplus. It wiK certainly 
make it easier for the new Ministry to launch on const ruct i\^r 
programmes for nation-building purposes; but the reason why I 
particularly congratulate the Finance Minister is that he has struck 
a new ground in presenting this financial statement. In the past we 
have been accustomed to receive financial statements from the Finance 
Member simply as a collection of figures and as a statement of receipts 
and expenditure without a human background against which lie would 
work. I am really glad to say that the new Ministry have .struck a 
new gmund in that the\ quite realise that tin* finances of the province 
to be dealt with 'by Government have to be treated as against a human 
bin k<nound Ti is indeed ft matter of pleasure to find that the 
ir, ; r taut problems that affected tin* - needs of the country are under 
Msideration ot the Government Btlf, *fcdr, "heic I cannot con- 
.Jc the Finanee Minister rs when he simply says that certain 
■ int. matters are undei the eoitsidciation of the Government. 
' >d forward in ’ the hnaneial statement to *ee forecasts of schemes 
nation-building ;uti\itic> of the Govbrumonl that were really 

• 'heir eonsiderat ion and* that the\ would use thc^perasion of this 

! . for the purpose of eliciting the opinion of tin* various parties 

*’ow far they eonsidei that eeitain programmes should be steps 

• light direction and that certain j* fogrammos are more important 
he others and that eeitain pmgrammes had tatter l>e abandoned 

- * eminent. It is quite possible that when the actual grants are 

led various Ministeis, each in bis own department, will present 
hemes which ore under their consideration. It quite possible 

• Finance Minister did not like to take wind out of their sails 
esent all those schemes himself* But the matters that are 

• the prcAimy* are of such an urgent nature that it is necessary 
ihe whole Hquse should be* taken into I be confidence of the 
•'inent and whether it be at this stage, or whether it be at a 
oage, it is necessary that we should know what are the schemes 
re being considered by Government for improving the condition 

• masses and solving the question of unemployment among the 
\ e^iws, for removing illiteracy, for improving the health of the 
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people and lor launching upou many Varied programmes that are ao 
necessary for the welfare of the people at large. Sir, it is my firm 
conviction that the most essential tiling that should lie done for the 
benefit of the province is to increase its productivity, to increase 
production ^id consumption among the producers along parallel lines 
so that the people who produce things muy he able to consume them 
themselves. J 


In these circumstances, Sit, it is necessary thr^t much more atten- 
tion should l>e paid to the development of industries and agriculture 
than the very small increased grants which arc shown under those two 
heads incjjcate. 


m In the Department ot Industries 1 find that the increased demand 
is only for Its. 2 lakhs and under the head of “Agriculture** it is barely 
Rs. 1,38,000. It is quite possible that the surplus of Ks. -M lakhs 
that the 1 1 on’hle finance Munster has in Ins hands it intended by 
him to he used m tin** direction; but no foteeasf of that has at all 
been given in his financial statement. When he winds up this debate 
I hope he will give us more intormat x»n on this question Dealing 
with the Department ot Indtisti ie«. at this stage 1 would like to mention 
that it is ver\ neeessars that active steps should be taiveii for the 
development ot cottage industries sn that tin* ma>**es who produce the 
goods would 1 net ruse thru J Ol 1 clui'-i Iiy powcl and t ln*\ would them- 
selves be aMo to consume life goods that tiie\ produce. For the 
purpose of, encouraging the * of luge •ndusti u*s it is ui my opinion 
nfeessai\ to utilise all tin* \aiiou- agencies that are at work. It cannot 
la* said tiiat cottage industries camyU at all Im* successful. They are 
to a certain extent already sucecsslul in this province, 'though it is 
a* matter of hi"ton that cottage industries used to 1#* very sueeessful 
in Uengal IHmimc is no leason whatsoever whv with adequate assist- 
iyite fiom Government tn that direction, with good propaganda carried 
on for the put pan* of encouraging cottage industries and the Gnveru- 
nicnt purchasing the goods tlfat would be manufactured in cottage 
industries, goods that are needed l»y the (ioverntnent, why a great 
impetus cannot be given to the Department toi the development of 
cottage industries. 


Middle-sire imhistiies are v«*r\ much needed to solve tho^piest ion 
of unemployment of our province. • I doubt whether ^hc question of 
unemployment is as big in any other proviney as ft is in ours. The 
nuiiiWt of educated people is increasing from veer to year aml^nlesii 
industry and trade aie given a fillip and unless a much grenm^ 
encouragement is given to the development of trade and industry, I 
for one cannot say that any new avenues of employment can Im* availed 
of by the educated middle class. In these cirmnytances I feel it to 
be of absolute importance that the Government nhoubf -give* aver 
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increasing encouragement to Vbe development of industries, whether 
they be on the cottage scale or small scale or middle-size scale or large 
acale. t • 

Coming to the question of agriculture, though I am not an agri- 
culturist myself, I venture to say that if sufficient propaganda is 
carried on among the agriculturists, if they are encouraged to grow 
more things which they need for their own consumption, things like 
vegetables, fruits and milk, it is certainly possible that the agricul- 
turists can livp a rfiuch better life than at present ami they would be 
able to resist disease much better than they do at present and they 
would be in a better position to contribute towards taxation that may 
be necessary for the purpose of spreading primary education. 

Ky% in dealing with the question of Medical and Public Health, 
there is one jwjint to which I would particularly like to draw thTe 
attention of the Finance Minister, that is the spread of tuberculosis 
in Bengal. }\ is well known that tuberculosis is increasing from year 
to year in our province; but very little effort, if any, is made by the 
Government either to prevent that disease or to cure that disease. I 
understand that a sum ni Its. 3 lakhs has either been paid or promised 
b 4 \; u distinguished merchant of this city tor the purpose of establishing 
a medical sanitarium in Bengal. 1 do not know what steps have been 
taken for the purpose of utilising that gift and whether the Govern- 
ment want to utilise it or not. In any event whether that gift is 
••"I'sed or not, it is the incumbent duty of Government to take inline- 

steps to see that tuberculosis is both prevented and cured. I 

that the llon'hle Ministei will enlighten us on that point. 

• here is just another matter on which 1 would like to be enlightened 
•*’c Finance Minister. T lime Wen reliqbly informed that a spin 

1)0 lakhs is in a fund which i> railed unclaimed dividend in the 
A of the Official Assignee That is a fund whir!? may very well 

• a nucleus for the purpose of giving encouragement to productive 
prises. I expected to read something in the financial statement 
has come from the Finance Minister in regard to that large sum 

mey which is lying unutilised. 1 hope that when the finance 

• >ter winds up the budget debate lie* will enlighten us on that 


Mr«w3PEAKER: I think it would be convenient if I adjourn the 
■•*e now fee 15 minutes instead of adjourning in the midst of a 
» h. We have to adjourn jit 4-45' so I adjourn it for 15 minutes 
^•ayer. 

(Adjournment.) 


At thif stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes. 
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(After adjournment.) 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT$ MAZUMDAR: Mr Speaker, Sir, we 
have bad the first budget under the new (ioveAment of India Act pre- 
sented before this House, and it fell to the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ran j an 
Sarker to present that budget. The significant thing in this budget is 
the new mode •of presentation where high hopes have been raised and 
promises have ln*e* given. But I am afraid, Sir, that with all my 
efforts to try and congratulate the Hon'ble the finance Minister on 
Lis budget, I fail to do so except on the excellently-written speech and 
the promises and Iiojkvs which he has raided. 

Let w now examine t he budget presented by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Xalini Raujun Sarker as against the human background, 
against • the background of the whole epoch that has preceded 
the present Assembly — I mean the period covered by the 19151 
Reforms. I am prepared. Sir, af^the very outset tg agree with 
the observation which the Hon'ble the Finance Minister has made 
that a budget which the Finance Minister in a resjxuisihle Government 
is to present should not be a mere account as in a business-house; but 
I regret to say. Sir, that in this budget tbe success lies in no other 
respect than in presenting as it were a balance sheet with all sides 
shown squarely, and even with a surplus shown at thcsrnd of, the year. 
But, Sir, the significant confession should not miss our Attention, where 
the Hon ’hie the Finance Ministar has confessed that the growth of 
receipts under land revenue is merely under urrear collections and that 
upder St»m]>s and Jute is due to sustained economic recovery. Here, 
Sir, with this observation about sustained economic recovery, we find 
following closely at its heels the confession about the growth under 
FlJbin^ Relief, where th^Hon’ble the Finance Minister admits that the 
growth under famine Relief is not reallv*an improvement, for it repre- 
sents increased withdrawals from the Famine Relief Fund in order to fin- 
ance pxjHMiditun* on the relief of agrarian distress. We find side by side 
this tale of economic recovery ^ind of ugrarian distress, but, Sir, it is 
plain ^hicli part is the reality and. which part is merely window- 
dressing for the purpose of the budget under the new Act? On a closer 
examination we find that the budget presented by the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister reflects in all its details the whole character of the 
constitution and the whole character of the system that lies behind the 
budget — the whole character of the system that has adopted thcTtlen’ble 
the Finance Minister as a mer^ instrument to pre^gm#the lame old 
story but under a new garb. ~ # 

It would be interesting in this connection to compare the [sfejMsA 
budget, particularly on the revenue side, with tbe budget presented 
in the first year of at* earlier Reforms Act, i.e., of the year 1921-22. 
We find. Sir, that the revenue in round figures in that budget came to 
nearly 9 creres 87 lakhs and 82 thousand rupee* bur that in A* pteedht 
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budget 9 crores 84 lakhs and 9# thousand rupees, minus, of course, the 
increment that we have got out of our share in the jute export duty; so 
that we find that the atvtual revenues bi the province have fallen by 
B«. 2,87,000, or -3 per cent., i.e., there has been an actual fall in the 
taxable capacity of the province. It is the windfall, so t<* say, which 
the province has got out of the proceeds of the share of tjie export duty 
on jute that has made this surplus possible. We find that although 
on the whole the net revenue has fallen, yet significantly enough, the 
yield from land revenue has actually been increased. In 1921-22 the 
amount collected from land revenue was roughly 3 crores 1 lakh and 
89 thousand rupees. As against that in the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister’s estimate of the current year's budget he expects a land- 
revenye collection of 3 crores 51 lakhs and 95 thousand rupees, i.e.* 
an increase of 49 lakhs and 86 thousand rupees or over 16-5 per cent. 
Here we have a revealing factor in order to assess the true character 
of this so-called prosj>erity budget, which Bengal is being presented 
with. With the growing impoverishment of the peasants, with the 
growing imjjoverishmciit of the province, with the fall in the taxable 
capacity of the province we find that the amount, collected from the 
peasants has increased. Is it any wonder that, unwittingly enough, 
the lion ’hie, the Finance Minister presented the whole picture when 
he talked of a “"sustained economic recovery,” and yet had to confess 
ib.d the reduction in the Famine Relief Fund was due to relief of 
-urian distress. On a closer examination we find that to-dav the 

- •-ant has to pay as land revenue 10 pice more in the rupee than he 
■* to pay in 1921. And, Sir, 1 may point out to the House th^t 
*' on the basis ot last year’s collection, the Hon’ble the Finance 

“<ter i* going to take 6 lakhs more, i.r., an increase of 2 per cent., 

■ her words, for every rupee another pice lndre from the peasant. It, 
throughout this j>eriod, from 1921-22 to 1936-37, the peasant paid 
e to the rupee more on account of land revenue, this year he is 
g to pay 10 pice more for every rupee than he used to pav in 
-22. That is a true index of the basic character of the budget 
h the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has presented. The whole 
•cnee of taxation, the whole incidence of revenue collection falls 
lie i»oor man. In fact. Sir, it would l>e no exaggeration to say 
the peasant to-day is to pay more, he is more taxed than he was 
•» ey^r before : It is very fresh in our memory that all duing the last 
ihe^whole of the- Bengal pres® was full of woeful tales of agrarian 
-s, about th« burden that methods of certificate employed by the 
ids imposed upon the peasants. Every pie, every penny, that 
• getting in excess in our budget, in the last analysis, is, there- 
- >ing squeezed out of the peasants. Here, again, we find that 

*• ’in items of our revenue as the^Hon’ble th/* Finance Minister has 

- 1 out are Land Revenue, Excise, and Stamps. A slight examine* 
r thfese three items would show that these are items which are 
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ftftlued by direct taxation of the pooi*man. The whole incidence of 
this budget, the whole burden of taxation, is thus shifted on to the 
poor man. If we examine these major item^, then we find that the 
peasant, the cultivator, is paying to-day actually two-thirds of the 
revenue budgeted for this province. And here we have the statement 
of the Hon'ble the Finance Minister, where he expresses his solicitude 
for the masses, for the cultivator. He says: “Behind the plough is 
the man with the* plough, with his ignorance and superstitions, his 
crusted traditions and his rusted implements, hi* thriftlessness, and 
his tragic fatalism/’ Fine words indeed, and the whole blame now 
falls upon the peasant for his thrift less ness ! We find that, steeped in 
debts, haedicapjied by a land-system, which the Hon’ble Minister 
himself admits is by no means the most scientific, the }>easnnt ha* 1 
become n victiift of disease and pestilence, a stranger to modern 
scientific methods of cultivation and marketing. But, Sir, we have 
yet to hear of any State where scientific methods of cgltivution and 
marketing can thrift* and flout ish without State aid! 

We have now had a glume at the revenue side of the budget. Now 
let us see how this revenue is going to be spent. On the natiou- 
huildiug item* the Iloi/hle the Finance Minister boasts of sdbie 
increase, and he has pointed out that there hus been p slight decrease 
in the estimate of expenditure for the Police. W> find that out of 
about (Tores to be .sjieiit on Police there is an u{>parent decrease of 
about He. 50,000; but a little later on the revealing fact comes that 
actually although the Finance Mini«ller has shown a slight decrease 
of Rs. 50,000 in Pohce^expenditure, there is an actual increase for 
Spec ial Police and the (\ J. 1) Would we t>e tar urong in saying that 
tips insignific ant decrea.sg, just tor the^purjxme of window-dressing, has 
been effected ;*t the cost of a comparatively docile section of the Police, 
and a more vigorous start has been giverg to one branch of the Police 
urfiich is the most pernicious and constitutes that most dangerous 
element in the j»re**ent organisation of the Police force. In respect of 
this section an increase will constitute a greater menace to public 
security and public safety. And, Sir, in presenting a budget of this 
nature the Hon’ble the 1* inane e Minister c annot escape the responsi- 
bility for the con seq uen res that will ensue. 

I personally sympathized with the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
when he was enumerating and citing the names of the glorious dead, 
names of the shining lights in ^ie national galaxy, dwt # that was only 
an expression of ajsdogv that he was trying to h<Jd out for his accept- 
ance of office. It reveals that the Hon'ble the Finance Minist&Me 
conscious of the implications of the Irndget mid tbnt he is uncomfort- 
able in the company jp which he*finds himself. But although he has 
promised that be would revolutionise the budget, and would inaugu- 
rate a new epoch, yet, is actual fact we find that it has beta a*mdt* 
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promise and nothing more, and* that in actual practice the old line has 
been perpetuated. Nothing new has been embarked upon. On 
the contrary we find that certain improvements which might have been 
made have been negligently omitted, or, the Finance Minister’s atten- 
tion was not at all drawn to them. Against the human background, 
against the background of the misery which our province suffers from, 
this budget has to be examined from another angle still. In examin- 
ing the social service items what do we find as to the sums to be spent 
for the prevention oi malaria? It is well known, Sir, that malaria 
takes a toll of a large number of people of our province every year. 
The victims that suffer would amount to about 2 crores and the number 
that dies no less than 4 lakhs every year. But, Sir, how rnuHb is spent 
on that account ? Only 3 lakhs of rupees and if this sum is calculated 
on the basis of the number that suffers and on the basis of the number 
that dies we find that only 12 annas per head is spent on even* death 
that takes plgee, and only a pice per head on everyone that suffers 
from malaria. Is it then any wonder, Sir, the malaria takes such a 
heavy toll? Out of the cinchona plantation Government takes a gross 
revenue of 12 lakhs pei annum: not more than 4 lakhs are spent for 
administration and for the cost of production. That would give us a 
balance of 8 lakl is. Here, Sir, we find that againri the total available 
fund of 8 lakhs only 3 lakhs have been spent and there has been hardly 
:*n \ improvement. We find that out of 8 lakhs that would remain aj 
* »1 us after deducting the cost of cinchona plantation, 5 lakhs are 
•ted to other channels. Against this, and side by side with this, 
•♦HI remind this House through you. Sir, of the tragic toll of infant 
maternal niortuht>. We know that the .infant mortality rate is 
■ilously high *.n Bengal — 203 jmt thousand — as against a much 
. r number in England. And how mucL is spent for the jpreven- 
t maternal and infant mortality? Here \ou will see, Sir, that as 
-t the figure in EnglanJ where (>4 }>er 1,000 die befoie they reach 
of one \ear we have in India, as 1 have said. 200 deaths per 
But only Hs. 28,000 is provided ^ or the prevention of infant and 
mortality, whereas we find. that IN. 1,79, IKK) is sj>ent for police 
•ig schools. This is indeed a very sharp reminder of the character 

• budget trtid of the fact that no change of any major consequence 
v en made. 

dpill conclude, Sii, with one reference that I consider most neces- 
.ere, A grant of Rs. 28,000 has been proposed for the creation 

• ahour Dtqsi jtment . And we know that during the last 4 months 
it a Labour Department, -with the llon’ble Labour Minister there, 

"ing number of people is lieing victimised; the wants and griev- 
of the lubourrrs are being more recklessly neglected and we find 
*s a systematic policy of repression of the Trade Union movement. 
.* a labour member representing a constituency of a lakh of elac- 
.;nd**epresenting the active mandate of 52,000 voters who have 
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Mai me here I would record a note of protest against this grant. Thin 
House would be taking the responsibility before the workers for this 
gum of Us. 28,000 which is being placed in the hands of the Hon’hle 
Labour Minister. Before he has the sum he must deserve the confi- 
dence of ih\ labourers. I would ask the Hon’hle Labour Minister, 
before he can* establish his claim to the confidence of the labourers, 
to face the labourers, to resign his seat and to approach the labourers 
for their mandate, and Sir. the verdict would be clear: The Hon'hle 
Finance Minister is taking the responsibilit> updh himself to perpe- 
tuate the burden of the poor man and to help the policy of repression 

that has been shamelessly going on on the jute workers. 

• 

> The Hon'hle Home Minister disclaims all responsibility with regard 
to the Andaman prisoners, yet we find in the budget that 57 thousand 
rupees has been provided for the Andaman cellular jail. 

The character the budget will be fuither clear fnfhi one figure; 
the amount spent on item ‘Mail and Convict Settlement” is 5 lakhs and 
7 thousand ruj>ees whereas the entire sum spent upon items that may 
l>e called to constitute nation-building items does not exceed 3 lakhs 
and 52 thousand rupees. This reminds us that we are still living* in 
the jndice regime, in the steel frame regime and the regime of the 
mailed fist, but only that it is put forward under a velvet glove. Sir, 
that is the budget, that i* the subsidy which has been presented by the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister. If he is sineereh sorry, if he finds himself 
not in good company, he should takc*thr first opportunity to come out 
afid say whether his speech and hi- promises are all mere eye wash 
meant fnt window-dressing, or it tligre is any sulgitancc behind them. 

• • • 

* 

Mr. DHIFU^NDRA NATH DUTTAt In discussing the budget 
presented by the Hon’hle Minister, Finaliee, the first tiling that will 
occur to n careless reader, as observed b\ Dr. Xaliuaksha Sanya! , is 
that only Ks. !t,92,2<K), excluding the expenditure incurred in Botanical 
and oliier gardens, have been ullottfc] under The head “Agriculture” 
in a province where about 85 per cent, of the population live on agri- 
culture. though we hear from the lips of the Ilon’ble Ministers that 
they have got love for agriculturists. On further analysis it will be 
found that out of the above sum of Bs. O.ftM.OOO only a munificent 
sum of Rs. 30,385 will he spent for }*irchase of food for ^attle^purchase 
of seeds and implements, etc., aid the balance will b* spent towards the 
pay of the highly paid officers and till* pay of establishment. Those 
of us who live in the district painfully know that in the district^tSMe 
as well as in the subdivisional towns there are eeallv apologies for 
agricultural farms where the agricultural officers have nothing to do 
except to waste their time in unnecessary gossip an^draw their monthly 
pay. If by opening these farms we want to introduce a better form*of 
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cultivation, if we want to introduce better form of seeds, at least agri- 
cultural farms must be opened one in every union in order to make the 
Agriculture Departmental success. In fiact the Agriculture Department 
has been kept up as if to show to the outside world that there is a depart- 
ment like this, and this may be said in respect of the father nation- 
building departments, namely, Veterinary, Public Health, Industry 
and so on. They have been ignored as they were ignored before with 
this difference that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Finance has 
finished his Hpeech With the cry of Bande Mataram. 

When we come to Education, we get the same tale that there is no 
provision for free compulsory primary education, no attempt jo remove 
the illiteracy of the people though we heard during election time and 
in eleftion pledges that f his would be thing of the past. 1 - In hie Budget 
sjw*ech the Hon’ble Minister in ( barge of Finance has referred to the 
additional grant of H lakhs to the Universities of Bengal as if it is a 
very substantial amount that has been provided ffer. On reference to 
the budget we find that the grant to the Universities amounts to 
Ks. 10,611,000 while in the year previous it was Hs. 9,60,000 but in the 
year 190d-*t4 it was Its. 10, *18, 000 — an amount ulmost equal to that 
granted this year. Only a magnificent sum of Rs. 5,000 has been pro- 
vided for the construction of a hostel in the Viswabharati, a fact which 
did not escape mention in the speech of the Hon’hle Minister in charge 
r 4 ‘ ’nance. 

•*ming now to I he real speeding departments, namely, General 
uistration. Admin Stratum of Justice as well as the Police, We 
ii ex|M»nditure pf 4 crores 84 J^ikhs and 00 thousand — grossly about 
• es — that is two-fifths of the whole revenue — we find the old story, 
‘tempt has been made to reduce the cost of administration; there 
♦*en no attempt to reduce the pay of highly paid (liicers. In the 
.ate speech of the lion’ble Minister in charge of Finance then# 
• •’t been a suggestion that the cost of administration will be sought 
reduced and the pay of the highly paid officers will be sought to 
" lured. We all know that there are difficulties in the way of the 
•le Finance Minister because it touches their pockets. But it is 
;hat unless the co*t of administration is substantially reduced the 
•>f the administration cannot be improved. 

« 

uder head Administration of Justice the sum of Rs. 40,000 has 
provided as aA* additional expendi*ure incurred in connection with 
••trod action of the new Htyrh Court Rules and Orders. Those of 
o practise in the mufassal districts know that these High Court 
- and Orders instead of doing good, hamper the administration of 
o. They haw been objected to by the All-Hengai-Aaaatn Lawyers 
•ation : — memorials have been sent but as a matter of fact without 
Jfect ' 
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When we come to the question of P<0lice, police forms the mein bulk 
of the all-absorbing departments. The Criminal Investigation Depart* 
ment and the Intelligence Branch are the departments for the good of 
British imperialism, and therefore they cannot "but form the bulk of the 
expenditure unless the character of the administration is changed. In 
short, I wilt cite one instance as to how the cost of the police has in- 
creased. For the last 5 years the police are guarding the premises of 
the Abhoy Asram* which is still an illegal organisation which was 
declared illegal in the year 19*12. The Civil Disobedience movement 
has been called off and the country has settled down to normal state 
but Abhoy Asram is still as unlawful organisation, its premises are 
still as a* notified area and the police are still guarding it. Can there 
be any justification for it — Abhoy Asram organisation which gave 
relief te thoustfnds of the poor, to thousands of the distressed atul the 
diseased people. 

Sir, when there was u famine in our districl the ^\bhoy Asram 
organisations sent Volunteers to give relief to the suffering people. In 
1929 when there was great distress the Abhoy Asram people spent 
IK 07,182-12-0 and afforded considerable relief to the people of the 
affected areas. The Abhoy Asram organisations opened out-door and 
in-door hospitals with 20 beds. There was an attempt to increase the 
beds but as a matter of fact in 1929-00 about 7*15 patiutits were admitted 
to the hospital and treated in the in-door hospitals and the number of 
patients who attended the out-daur hospitals came up to 12,759. The 
organisations used also to maintain primary schools. But, Sir, such an 
qrganisutibn which affords such relief to suffering humanity is still kept, 
under the surveillance of the police as the premises ot the Asram are 
guarded by the police and the publit* at large have* to pay for the main- 
tenance of the police. • • 

Coming to«t^ie expenditure under Jaifc we find, Sir, no improvement. 
Those of us who have some experience V>f the jails know wlmt hard- 
ships the 111 class prisoners are subjected to. The total expenditure 
on district jails amounts to Ik. 12.70.000 and out of this, the sum of 
Its. 5^1,104 has been allotted for the pav of officers and the establish- 
ment and IK 4, .‘15, 000 as “Dietary charges'* for all the prisoner* in 
Bengal. Sir, these figures speak tor themselves. We further find that 
a sum of Hs. 24,000 has Wen provided as the charges for the State 
prisoners detained' under Regulation III of 1818 — thttf rust>^ Regula- 
tion and the prisoners under the pi«ty Regulation should have been 
let loose; and the public nfcould have been sgvef this sum of 
Its. 24,000. • 

Coming, Sir, to Civil Works, we find that the Assistant 8up29Nl l l**- 
dent of Police, Com ilia, the Assistant Jailors at (k»miUa Jail, the Hub- 
Assistant Surgeons aed the Subffivisional Officer of the Public Works 
Department are very fortunate because they hav^ got electric lights 

and fans installed not in their offices, but remember, SI*, i® tlfeir 

• t 
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quartern; while as a matter of Wt it appears that the Additional Dis- 
trict Judge of Tippera and the Sub-Judges and Munsifs have not got 
these amenities because, there is no jfrovision for the installation of 
electric fans in their benches. Sir, no provision has been made for the 
construction of hospital buildings in the town of Comill?' although a 
new site was acquired by the Government for the purpose long before. 

Coming to the question ot irrigation I shall speak of my own dis- 
trict. The annual breaches in the Gumti embankment and the silting 
up of the river TitiH cause floods every year and an annual destruction 
of crops ancl cattle over a large tract of land. We have been crying 
for years and Htill no provision has been made for avoiding the floods. 
In fact no provision has been made in the budget for remedying these 
evils which are long overdue. As a matter of fact the budget is afl* 
exact copy of Sir John Woodhead s budget and it is absolutely dis- 
appointing. In other words, it is an unnatural child ot Sir John which 
has been adopted by Mr. Nalini Ranjan Snrker and is absolutely dis- 
appointing. ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: 111 order that members on all sides of the House 
TW^y not be inconvenienced 1 might inform them that I propose to go 
round the right side, then the front and then the left. Il would there- 
fore be convenient if the different groups and parties were to anange 

jmmJ inform me a little beforehand as to who would desire to speak. 

* 

— iulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir.Jt has been the customan piactice — 
..lice which has er\ stallised almost into a tradition, a tradit.chi 
’V and wholesome— for members of legislatures of all countries, 
elimes and of all ages, to take part in the debate at the presenta- 
t the annual budget to t lie Assembly, ‘to criticise, the policy of 
• •ovemnieiit , to dissect ils activities and to examine its sinuous 
. sand veins and to suggest and propose measures and <0 practically 
the policy of the Government as far as possible. I take this 
> unity, Sir, of stating my views oil the budget anil of offering my 
m and suggestions as far as I can. But I want to tell the 
• Je Finance Minister and the members of the Cabinet — all of them 
a budget like this has been presented every year and discussions 
♦»een made, criticisms offered, suggestions given, but to our 
■ ayut and to the amusement of the whole country the suggestions 
were never given effect to. We want to tell the Cabinet Ministers 
he Hon'bie Finance Minister that, the discussions that have been 
and the discussions that Are being made and the discussions that 
•*ing to be made should not be treated lightly. They should not 
.^en as merely ihe suggestions of a debating club where speeches 
♦tered for amusement. We want the Cabinet and the Govern- 
to take the speeches seriously, to think over them, to ponder over 
reriqusly and to give effect to suggestions and to modify the budget 
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as tar as possible in the light of the crfticisms that are being offered. 
And if this suggestion is not adopted we shall be made fo understand, 
as has been suggested here and it is suggested on the platform and 
elsewhere and everywhere in the country, that the reforms that have 
been offered ^re merely a sham — a mere paper transaction and this will 
be repeatedly said by us. It will resound not only in this hall but it 
will resound throughout the countryside; and I want the Finance 
Minister and the members of the Cabinet to realise that, although we 
on this side of the House are pledged to work the Reforms as far, as 
possible and to support the Government, so far as they are amenable to 
reason and so tar as they respond to the demands of the people, but if 
the suggestions and criticisms that are being made are not responded 
\o and action is not taken on the suggestions made, then the members 
on this sfide of fhe House will not hesitate to throw out the Reforms 
and to bury it or rather drown it in the river Hooghlv which runs very 
near to this House. I want the Ministers not only to hear the speeches 
but to take o note *of the suggestions that are made. Aly esteemed 
friend. Dr. Sanyal, delivered a very good speech on the budget but 
at the same time he hurled abuses oti the seasoned shoulders of the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister. Abuses have got to be hurled when they 
are deserved; at the mime time when praise is due, praise must "be 
given. I am not going to join the chorus of praise but flu* Finance 
Minister must have his dvie. I must give my congratulations to the 
Finance Minister foi the attempt the has made in preparing the budget 
which hus been presented to this House. The budget, as has been 
observed , is not only an anthnieticift calculation but is made very 
pleasant reading and easily understandable Not only the members 
of this House but outsiders also, if •they read, wiM easily understand 
it* In previous years when we consulted the budget we found it was 
a mere abstraction of figures and nothing more than that. Moreover, 
I would humbly* submit t hat the Hon’ble* Minister has held up a ray 
of hope amidst an atmosphere surcharged with clouds of dismal 
financial outlook. lie has at {fast tried to show that there are some 
measures of reform which are pending ami these have got to be done. 
At the same time I must say that the budget as presented does not fulfil 
our expectations, it does not give effect to our hopes and when hopes 
are deferred and disappointed, they certainly cause disappointment and 
that comes over the- heads of the Government when the time comes for 
us to judge. Sir, let me now take some of the items. First dT all, I 
will take up primary education. Si?, you know vcj^* atoll, the mem- 
bers of this House know very' welf — none excepted, not even the members 
of the Treasury Benches — that the demands of primary educationefc^e 
been very insistent and persistent. You know very well that the country 
has been crying all along for this. The ears of our people have 
resounded with the promise of giving free and compulsory primary 
education. The people are crying because they cafinot giv* adequate 
education to their children. The ^country wants food and raiiienf, the 
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country wants nodical help Sind pure water-supply. But, Sir, the 
demand lor primary education is becoming so much insistent and so 
much persistent that it ( outweighs all other cries. And you, Sir, know 
very well that as a result of the persistent demands of the people through- 
out the country only about 7 or 8 years back the Government was pleased 
to pass the Primary Education Act but to the utter astonishment of 
all that Act was shelved in the archives of the Bengal Secretariat and 
it has not seen the light of day. Of course, aftef the resumption of 
office you yourself, eiow our Speaker, drew up a scheme for giving effect 
to the scheme. I can tell you, Sir, that in our district of Murshidabad 
the District Board and the School Boards drew up a scheme and wanted 
Rs. 36, (XX) only to work it out in the humblest way but. the same 
stereotyped cry resounded forth — there is no money — and the schema 
failed and failed aboslutely beyond any hope of redemption.- Then 
came the regime of the llon'ble Mr. Fazlul Huq. Although I do not 
doubt the ability and sincerety of Mr. Huq but still it after taking up 
office he says that there is no money, I will say that he is resounding 
to the call of the bureaucracy and nothing more. Sir, I would remind 
him of his Bogra speech, his Chittagong speech by which he gave 
the people to understand that there would be free compulsory primary 
education. But, Sir, what is the budget figure? You, Sir, will see 
that only a sum of Rs. 24,11,1X10 lias been earmarked for primary 
education as against lts. 23 lakhs odd. No surplus has been budgeted 
t : 4 his year as against last year. Do you expect that with a sum of 
>4,000 you will l>e able to solve the free primary education problem? 
.idly not. This sum will iYot even cover the needs of half a dis- 
because in my district of Murshidabad according to the last caleu- 
• if we wanted to start one free primary school under each union 
the figure arrived at by. giving Rs. k5 as pay to each Jeachor, 
•is. 30,000. Here the ILm’hle Finance Minister has only provided 
1,000 tor the whole Province. Is it not inadequate? I still 
' tin that simply promises and honey-coated words won't satiViy 
« • untry. I want the Finance Minister to see that these measures 
t once takeu m hand. (It course it will be asked by the finance 
~ier “where is the money”. I say there is money if you will car© 
.4 it. You have shown in the budget a sum of Rs. 45 lakhs which 
"«ve got from jute duty. Now, why not spend this Rs. 45 lakhs 
..limary education? There is no necessity of saying that there is 
•plus. The House will not he satisfied in having a surplus. The 
wants bha^ the demands of the people should be satisfied. I 
that the Jion'ble Finarve Minister will respond. I again say 
the money is there. You have detained so many people and you 
pending Rs, JO lakhs for the detention of 2, (XX) men. Why not 
’his detention, release these men — at least as many as possible — and 
opriat© the money for primary education . * Again if you will say 
~e is, the mon*y, I say that the cost of general administration has 
.. Jtfi of the total receipt side in Bengal. Now, in no dviliatd 
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country, in no independent country of the world the cost of general 
administration is shown so hiprh . If you read the brujget of England 
you will find that the cost of general administration there is only l/l&tb 
of the total income: in Japan it is 1 /20th of the total income; but 
in Bengal is l/8th, and why? How is it to be reduced? If von 
are sincere, if* you want to work, if you want to start free primary 
education, why noj start a committee of enquiry, why not reduce the 
pay of judicial and executive officers 

A Voice: Why not make the salary of the Ministers Hs. 500? 

Maulve ABDUL BARI: Why not reduce the salary of the execu- 
tive officer# who are getting fat salary. If you do so you wi(i find 
Hufficienf money available for the spread of primary education. The 
whole country remains unemployed. If you will only look to this 
problem dispassionately you will find that Deputy Magistrates and 
Munsifts are available on a salary of Hs. 2(H). Why then spend, 
Its. 500, Its. <00 and IN. 800 tor them? So the monev is there if you 
only want it: where there N a will there is a way. 

Then, Sir, I submit another thing for your consideration, that* is 
the question of madnwih education. I hope my friends an the other 
side of the House will agree that education must he giten to the people 
whether it be madrasah or primary education. Whatever the nature 
of the education some education*!** essential. Of course there may be 
difference of opinion as to there bein^r two kinds of education in this 
country. My friends on this side of the House think that all the people 
should be educated so that in course of time they may W able to come 
unci side with the Congress, whatever sort of education they may get. 
It* haseheen decided l»v the Moim in Committee that for some time to 
conic the people should be given madnfnnh education. The people 
should be given some sort of religious education and in order to satisfy 
tie people you must give them something. But what do we find? We 
find that only a sum of IN. 1.9b, 500 lias been provided for the madrasah 
as against Rs. 1,90,000 la>t year. There are hundreds of madrashas 
in this province which do not get any grant. In my district there is 
a madrasah which has been in existence for tbe last 11 or 12 years at 
Madanpur but which up till now has not received a single farthing 
from the Government. Is it to l»e tolerated? I submit to the Jlon’ble 
Finance Minister that some more mo%ey must be given to the madrasah# 
in order to satisfy the demands the people. 

Coming to the other question, namely, medical, what do we-Jind? 
We find that as against the figure given last vear the Finance Minis Wt 
has only allotted Its. lakhs for it. Now, the mefhbeiH of this House 
know wry well that it«has been the policy of Government to start union 
board dispensaries — one dispensary in each union* What would be 
the cost if one dispensary is started in each, union^ The cos| must & 
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several lakhs more than Us. 2^ lakhs. If you go to the countryside — 
I believe that the Hon’ble Finance Minister and the other members of 
the Cabinet will find opportunity to g£ from the district towns to the 
interior of the villages — you will find that even for one drop of medicine 
people are dying and giving up their lives untimely. T^refore I say 
that a sum of Its. 2$ lakhs will not be adequate. It w}U be quite in- 
sufficient. 


Under the heat^ “Agriculture and Industries’’ what is the amount 
budgeted? It is only 1$ lakhs in excess of the last year for “Agri- 
culture” and Rs. 2 lakhs for “Industries”. During the course of dis- 
cussion here it has l>een said that this petty pittance for Agriculture 
and Industries is not agreeable to the House and the expenditure undej, 

this head must be increased. « 

* 

Then I find that a sum of Rs. 8,000 has been allotted for a Fishery 
Commission i}ud for an expert to he brought from England for the pur- 
pose of enquiring into the mutter of fishery in Bengal. 1 submit to 
the House and ask the Finance Minister what ha?* become of the result 
of the report of the Gupta Commission that was submitted in 1922? 
Has it been given effect to? If the recommendations of that report 
have not been given effect to why not give effe< t to them now. Of course 
I don’t mean Mr. J. C. Gupta here, hut am talking of Mr. J. C. Gupta 
<jf the I.E.S. Why not give effect to the recommendations of 
Gupta. If you give effect to them you will save a sum of Rs. 8,000 
♦ Hotted for Fishery Commission. 

I 

• -ten again, coming to the side of Police we find that the c ost under 
head has gone up \ery considerably and it is going higher and 
r every dav. 

• * o * 

♦fere the member reached the time-limit and vvqs allotted two 

• * cs for finishing his speech.) 


• ow, coming to the leceipt side I beg to say this much that the 
;*t side shows an increase of Rs. 50 lakhs. I submit, Sir, this is 
..Anted budget. The Hon’hle Finance Minister said that there 
1 he an increase of Rs. 6 lakhs from the collection receipts. But 

• •init that if this Rs. 0 lakhs of surplus is to he realised from the 

• ue then certainly untold oppression will have to be undergone 
•f»**enants. Who are going to pay? Ccitainly not the Reminders. 
. wtfl realise the money from Mie poor tenants, and by what process? 

■mrse by certificate process. Under the pi'esent rules landlords 
been given the light of certificate. Sir, the Hon’ble Revenue 
^ter has been pleased to circulate a Bill for the amendment of the 
.Acute Act. Does he not feel the pulse of the people? Does he 
•t that even after all this he will be in a p«sition to press that the 
..dment he proposes regarding the Certificate Act be paeeed by thia 

0? v* 
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' the Hon’ble Finance MiuistA said that he will get Rs. J10 
ijyfcn lj^ Qm Stamp and Excise. I submit that a popular Min 
e|<]|il4^tot expect to get higher sale of excise, because the people of 
conhtry want to see this drenched country dry. We all want 
revenue froip Excise to go altogether. 

It has bee^ said that a sum of Rs. 3 lakhs will be collected from 
court fees. Does the Hon'hle Finance Minister not know that after 
the initiation of tfie Rural Debt Settlement Boards there will be full 
in the sale of stamps? I submit, Sir. that it would he too much to 
expect that there will be a receipt of Rs. 3 lukh> oi something like 
that from the sale of court fee stamps. 

Lastly* Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister is entitled to praise for 
*\he trouble he has taken in preparing his first budget, but 1 jfould 
request him to take into consideration the suggestions made by us. 


Mr. 8HAH ABQUR RAUF: With the refonns expected a 

reformed budget but unfortunately we find the Maine old stereotyped 
budget as we used to M»e Mine the Moutague-(’heliusfoi d Hefortns, 
Since that reform the country has been ciying honiM* for the introduc- 
tion of free and compulsory piimaiy education and for making a* range* 
inents for rural water-supply and tor better medicinal arrangement 
for t lie rural people but after these long Hi yeai> we find the same old 
budget presented here. With the reforms of 1st April, 1937, we expect- 
ed to find a budget of the reforTued type. We hoped to find in the 
budget more money piovided lor the^nation-building departments and 
sufficient provision tor making tree primaiv education in the whole of 
this province. If we ldok 1 the table in the budget it will tell us 
that out of Rs. 1,2C, 98,000 provided for education, only a sum of 
Rfc. 27*30,000 Jias been provided for * primary education. Everyone 
coming from uei^fassal knows very well tlitft the muhi allotted for primary- 
education is quite inadequate. The stipeml for is ho very meagre 

tliat one cannot mention it in an Assemble like this. These t/mus get 
Rs. 2 monthly and no mole, uneluding the huiii paid by the DUti'ict 
Boai d% The Members of the (’abiifet while touring in the nmfussal 
and in their election tours told the electmates they would make enough 
provision foi making piimat\ education flee and cotupulsory . Of 
course it is compulsory under the law but it lies with the members of 
the Assembly to make piiinary education fiee. The HonT»le # Nawab 
Bahadur of Dacca in his speech in # the Hangpur Town Hull in May, 
1937, told the audience that in or "» months’ time t^e Primary Ed uca- 
tion Act will be extended to all the district and that free;, primary 
education will lie given to the j*-ople. Four or five month# 
ready elapsed but we do not find any sign whalMever of the promMb 
held out by him beigg fulfilled* We know that to introduce free 
primary education all over the province without ' taxing the people, 
something like Rs. 2 crores will be required. Out of •Hiis # only 
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Bs. 27,16,000 has been provid^l in the budget. But there is a surplua 
of Be. 65 lakhe, as we had from the speech of the Hobble *he Finance 
Minister, from jute duty. That makes* a sum of Rs. 82,16,000. Wifh 
the contribution from the District Boards the whole amount will be 
Bs. 1 crore and the balance of Rs. 1 crore, I submit respectfully, can 
be raised by taxing the people. In this way education 'can be made 
free and compulsory. 

Next, out of the ( sum that has been provided for Education we find 
Bs. 18,97,000 for inspection and direction charges. Here I want to 
say a word : that a large sum of money can be saved if some of the 
posts in the Inspection Department can be abolishej}. I find. 
Sir, that formerly there was no post of Assistant Directoi ot l*ubli<^ 
Instruction for Muhammadan Education; also there* was no post of 
Assistant Inspector of Schools for Muhammadan Education. Of 
course these posts have been created with a view to help Muhammadan 
education but I submit that a few posts have only been created but 
enough money has not been provided to the Education Department for 
thtf purpose of propagating Muhammadan education. Simply creation 
of posts of Assistant Directors of Public Instruction foi Muhammadan 
Education and of Assistant Inspectors of Schools cannot help the cause 
of Muhammadan education in the way that we desire. If it is really 
the desire of Government to help Muhammadan education they must 
malic sufficient grants for that purpose, and m\ friend Mr. Bari huR 

*»ned that grunts are not always given to the madrasahs and I also 

!. :he same with him. In evj»y Division there is also an Assistant 

tor of Schools for Muhammadan Education, who always hoWs 

-pes of grants, but unfoituijately those hopes are never fulfilled 
- ground of paucity of funds. Then, again. Sir. the posts of 
visional Inspectors of School* cun be easily abolished, and the 
ved thereby can be provided for primary education. 

o 

•Tiing to Medical and Public Health. 1 am glad to find that under 
. ad “Grants for Public Health Purpose*" Ks. 8,o0,t)00 hu.s l>eci» 
*ed for rural water-supply as against Rs. 1,92,000 provided in 
ulget for 1980-17. But. Sir, the question is bow* is this money 
to be spent, and l ask the Hon’ble Minister for Public Health 
• ghten us on this point. Is this money going to be spent through 
I .. J Officer* or through the medium of District Boards? I suggest 
■11 this money should be spoilt through the medium of District 
•’.> and T*nio», Boards. Then, Sir, out of a total grant of 
1,98,000 only % paltry sitm of Rs. 4 lakhs has been provided for 
•uic diseases, while the public health establishment expense* come 
. 6,52,000. kbu know very well. Sir, that Malaria and Kala-azar 
• resting a havoc in many miriassal distant*. Districts on the 
r of Afeaam fyave Always been infected with Kala-axar. In this 
•xioir T may mention Rangpur and Mymensingh, but enough money 
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has not been provided for Kala-asar, I s&s o respectfully drew the atten- 
tion of the Jttonble the Minister for Public Health that enough money 
should be* provided for Kaia-asar specific^. Formerly, in tho 
days of the old Government, sufficient money used to be 
provided fur Kala-asar specifics, which the District Board* 
used to giv^ free to the people, but for the last two or three 
years these specifics are not being given free, with the result that the* 
poor people who cAinot pay for them are going without any sort of 
treatment whatsoever. So. 1 respect fully request tl^ HotTble Minister 
for Public Health that enough money should be provided for Kala- 
azar and Kala-nzar specifics should be given free to people so that 
they may have proper treatment when attacked with this fell disease. 

< Then, Sir, coming to the Agriculture Department, out of a total 
expenditure of Rs. 11,74,000 we find that almost the whole amount i* 
proposed to be spent on establishment charges and only a very small 
portion for the purchase of seeds, cattle, etc. As everybody knows, 
Sir. a mini tar of people have been provided for this Department, but 
what do they do? Do the cultivators get any real benefit from this 
Agriculture Department? I suggest that, instead of having this top- 
heavy establishment, the mone\ that can be saved by abolishing some 
posts should be spent for a demonstration farm in every t liana, will* 
a demonstrator, and for providing each Union Boa id with a bull for 
the tatter breeding of cattle. Out of this Rs. 11.74,000 I find that 
the establishment charges in jthe Agriculture Department are 
Rs. 5,25,000; Experimental Farms Rs. 1 .87, (XX); Agricultural 
'Experiments Rs. 65,000; Agiicultuial Educational Research 
R? 1,08, (XX); Botanical , and Public Gardens Rs. 1,81,000; and Public 
Exhibitions and Fairs Rs 2,7(X); and so on. 

•Couyng to the Veterinary Department, we find that out of a total 
expenditure of'^Rs. 5,40,000. the majoi portion of the amount is spent 
on establishment charges. If we reullv vant to give any benefit to 
agriculturists we must provided f<»i bleeding bulls to have cattle for the 
country — better milch cows. I^hnve already said That in every union 
there should be provided a bull at Government expense, and the main- 
tenance of that bull, also, should be provided by Government. If then© 
two things can be done, I think some real tanefit will accrue to the 
rural jwipulatiou; otherwise a top-heavy department like? the Veteri- 
nary Department cannot do any good to our country or to the people 
whom we represent here. 

Everybody has been crying hoarse since the inauguration of the- 
Montague-( 'behnsford Reforms for the improvement of the nation- 
building departments, and everybody has been making sjfeeches.Tfrw 
in this Assembly Halt, on that subject, but, Sir, the whole point in 
whether the Cabinet i»«going to listen to the suggestions of the honour- 
able members. My friend Mr. Ban has’rightly bttyro this point, and’ 
I -would not therefore like to dilate on that. Bat T would tf^ntuye t65 
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give tome suggestions to the Cabinet Members which I hope they will 
be pleased to give some consideration to. There is no use blaming the 
Finance Minister for t^ie budget he has prepared. Under the present 
circumstances, I think there was no other alternative for him but to 
frame it in the w’ay in which he has done. His labours must he re- 
warded, and 1 congratulate him upon the speech that be' delivered the 
other day from which we have been able to gather many things about 
the Finance Department. But I say, Sir, the whoie thing must be re- 
modelled. I find that my esteemed friend, Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 
has given notice of a resolution suggesting the appointment of a com- 
mittee to find out w’hat retrenchments can be made by overhauling 
every department of Government. I welcome the suggstion that a 
committee should he formed — an inquiry committee or a retrenchment 
co mini it tee, so that all the departments of Government may be over- 
hauled from top to bottom. Everybody in this House has l>een feeling 
that the administration is a top-heavy one, and every one is of opinion 
that the salaries of Government officers should ba curtailed and posts 
of officers who are unnecessary and are merely conduit pipes in the 
long chain of administration should be alwdished. Therefore. Sir, let 
us be up and doing. Let us form a committee; let us take every depart- 
ment from top to bottom and see what retrenchments can be effect- 
ed. Evere\l>odv has been complaining that the salaries of Govern- 
ment officials are really higher than those of any other country; so, 
L» letrenchment, if possible, we mav have enough money to meet our 
. . iirements. The funds that we may have by curtailing the unneces- 
expenditure may be spent h>r the improvement of primary edma- 
. rural health, and water-supply. With these few words, Sii * I 
•o resume my neat. 


~*aulvi ABDUL MAJID: Sir, w hile we are oongrn^ating ourselves 
lie possession of a small surplus over expenditure, it will be well 
member w’hnt the surplus is due to. it is a well-known fact that 
Government of Bengal has shown* a persistent deficit of about 
•res of rupees annually for the last two years, and it is apt until 
Government of India consented to transfer to this Government 
024 per cent, of the net proceeds of the jute tax that our deficit 
"d into a surplus, which the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
dates at about '14 lakhs. Now, Sir, it is the Government of Bengal 
has maintained all along that the incidence of the jute tax fell 
• the produce* s, vi*., the jute cultivator^ of Eastern Bengal; while 
Government of, India maintained that at least a portion of this 
— ell upon the consumers. We have now won in the controversy, 
now it has been a fundamental system of our finanoe that there 
id be at least about 2 crores of new revenue- on account of tbe jute 
which is contributed by tbe jute cultivators. But tbe question 
~nov be pertinently asked what have we done, or what do the 
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Government of Bengal propose to do forlhe jute cultivators? We hare 
given definite pledges to our constituencies that when we took our 
teats in the Assembly we would* introduce free |nd compulsory primary 
education in the province. We would adopt measures for the ‘ameliora- 
tion of the conditions of the people by making improvements in our 
public health % |nd by taking steps to supply them with good drinking 
water. But, Sir, from the budget that has been presented by the 
HoiTble the Finance Minister on the 29th of July we do not find suffi- 
cient indications of the recognition of the jute cultivators in view of 
the fact that they contribute *<> much to the public exchequer.^ 

Now, Sir, coining to the question of primary education, there is a 
persistent •demand in the country that free ami compulsory primary 
Education should be introduced at once and if I remember arigl^ the 
Hon'ble Ibe Chief Minister, yvho is also the Minister of Education, has 
said more than once that be is anxious to introduce free and compulsory 
primary education: as a matter of tact it is one of the ^hief missions 
of bis life as Minisfer tor Education to see that free and compulsory 
primary education be intioduced. but Sir, I icgret to say that in the 
budget we do not hnd any indication of bis taking un\ eaih step 
with tluit end in view We ako hope that (lie t'abinet will take eajly 
steps to introduce free and compulsory piimary education # in the pro. 
vmce The question of money miht be solved ; money must be found 
for this urgent and immediate measure In the meanwhile the existing 
schools imparting education to n#r children should not be allowed to 
suffer for want of funds N it possibly that the teacher* y\!m sometimes 
gat less than a lupee shoubl be able to educate oui students Y What 
kind of education could* we expect from a teacher who gets such a 
remuneration? Sir, 1 submit that a little moie (ball one lakh bus been 
pr?>\ idt»l tor pi un«tr\ education This* amount is too insufficient and 
I pray that t lot # Hon ble Minister for •Education may consider that 
sufficient money should immediately be profided lor the existing primary 
schools in this province We find that the Hon hie Minister ha* provid- 
ed sufficient money tor I'niver-itt education. We find tlmt he lots given 
more than one lakh and a halt tor University education. With the 
money of the cultivutois you have built colleges, sou have built uni- 
versifie*. you have built Science Colleges but you have not realised the 
responsibilities of the poor men It is your duty, urgent duty, that you 
should consider the demands of the poor cultivators as soon as possible. 

Now, Sir, closely connected witbethat is the ques^on rural 

sanitation and preventioa of epidemics, namely, kul#uxar, cholera and 
small-pox that are ravaging the country. For w»»t of good drinking 
water many tracts of the country, specially the char area, suStfr. 
Unless this problem of urgent necessity, namely, fhe supply of good 
drinking water, is soared the question of improvement of rural and 
public health will remain unsolved as ever. Fi*m the' budget we find 
that sufficient money has not been provided on this head a)|o and 
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would suggest, Sir, that effective measures may be taken for the 
prevention of epidemics. Two or three units of sanitary people with 
necessary dispensing apparatus should t> be established in every area so 
that when cholera or small-pox epidemics break out, early and first 
aids may be given so that they may not spread, and I wpuld request 
theUon’ble Minister to make provision for sufficient money. 

Now, Sir, regarding the grant to the University 1 would like to say 
one thing — 1 mean the Calcutta University. The Hon’ble Finance 
Minister has made ‘a provision to give 1 h lakhs more to the University 
than what was paid last year, but I should enter my protest against this 
ami it is for this reason that the University of Calcutta has always 
neglected and overlooked the grievances of the Muhammadan?* of Bengal 
and they have not at all taken into consideration the claims of the 
Muhammadans. The Government of Bengal has little dr no control over 
its administration even in the matter of granting aids to high schools, 
even after repeated recommendations of the authorities — 1 mean the 
Education Department. These high schools do not get recognition 
simply because it is a Muslim venture Umlei the circumstances would 
you like that the University of Calcutta should get any more assistance 
or any assistance whatsoever from the public? 

Sir. 1 beg to draw your attention and for your consideration another 
fact I find that there is a singulai omission in the budget of the 
Hon Me Finance Minister regarding retrenchment. It has been said 
many a time from all places tnat ours is a top-heavy udministra- 

• i hut (lie office? s are getting high salaries unprecedented in any 

of the world. My learned friend Mr Abdul Bari has quoted 
res of England and Japan, but in this piovince although there 

* trenchment committees one after another, what is the reason 

•* • « recommendations of tne Retrenchment Committees w >re not 

* fleet to. Is it proper' on the part of the Cabip#.t to sleep over 

• : unmendatious of the Retrenchment Committee? J submit, Sir, 

• popular Ministers should not sleep o\ei that recommendation 

Retrenchment Committee and l think there is much scope for 

ument Money must be found tor nation-building departments. 

i .*ne\ that has been allotted is too insufficient; I am not here to 

* where the money would come from. Money is there: if you 

- etrenchinent you will find there is enough money for the nation- 

* .g departments. 1 am sorry that in the budget no indication 

retrenchment has been givjpn, nor do 1 find any in the speech of 
'. iu'ble Finuuce Minister. With these words 1 submit for the 

ration of the House tha\ the Hou'ble Minister should take early; 
;<»r the retrenchment of the offices and salaries of the officers so 
*• ’tough money* may bt found for nation-building departments. 

aulvi MUHAJflMAD IIRAIL: Sir, this 'is tbe first budget 

::ted*by the popular Government under the Provincial Autonomy. 
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I think most of the points have by tins time been touched by many 
of my friends. On a perusal of the budget estimate as well as the speech 
of the Hon’ble Finance Minister in supjvort afrit, one must inevitably 
come to the conclusion that the budget has not been drawn up keeping 
in view the*wishes of the people and t heir legitimate grievances. 
Though the t\al receipt amounts to I'J (Tores 55 lakhs and 4 hundred 
rupees, only an additional sum of little more than half a crore of rupees 
has been set apart for the nation-huilding departments. There is a 
general cry in the country that the cost of administration is extremely 
heavy and it should be curtailed and brought to a reasonable limit : but 
so far as the speech of the Finance Minister is concerned, we find no 
iudication # of it and Government appear to be absolutely callous to this 
— * ■* a ^iniversul demand: the budget pdiows no such sign. Out ot the total 
expeudifure of t‘J crores 21 lakhs and 4UU rupees. Police alone absorb 
'2 crores 4 ^7 lakhs and fib thousand and Jails and Convict Settlements 
take 44 lakhs 4b thousand So practically one-fourth ^of the total 
expenditure goes to # these departments Next comes General Adminis- 
tration for which a sum of l crore oil lakhs and S thousand has heeu 
provided in the budget So tai as the budget tor the year lb4t»-47 is 
concerned we find that a sum of rupees 1 crore 44 lakhs Si thousand 
was provided under this head; so a sum of rupees 10 lakhs more has been 
provided this year So tar us the Administration ol Justice is con- 
cerned. a sum of Ks. 1 croie 4 lakhs and 8b thousand has been provided 
in the new budget as against bb frikhs IS thousand provided in the last 
vear s budget Here also the hinance Minister has exceeded the last 

year’s budget. So tai as the nation* building departments are con- 
cerned, excepting Education the pro\ision in the budget varies from 
54 lakhs to 4 lakhs 


1 beg to p<iiy out here, Sir. that Go\ el nmeiit has got the recommen- 
dations of two retrenchment committees before it - one ol lb;!;? and the 
other of Jb42 These have been mentioned b\ the Hon hie 1‘inance 
Minister in Ills speech hut mwattentioii appears to have been paid to 
any nt*tlie recommendations ol the ( Smitnit tees. Whut was the neces- 
sity (it wasting public money in this way Y Instead of giving effect to 
the recommendations we find that in Ibli’J three taxation measures were 
introduced, the Bengal Court-tees Act, the Bengal Amusement Tax 
Act and the Indian Stamp Amendment Act: and in Ib44 we find fiv# 
more taxation measures, r.c., the frugal Electricity Duty Act, the 
Bengal Tobacco Sales Licensing Act, the Indian ^tudlp Amendment 
Act, the Court-fee Amendment Act ai*l the Be^al Amusement Tax 
Amendment Act. The Government not only increased taxation by 
legislative enactments but they did so b.y* administrative orders; for 
instance, they raised Jhe registration fee, fees in schools and colleges 
and fees for the audit of Co-operative Credit Socles. So it appear* 
that the present Government go counter to the wishes of t^e pjopitr 
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The insistent demand of the people is, that the cost of the administra- 
tion should be reduced and the people relieved of high taxation. So 
my humble suggestion t would be that ttie cost of administration should 
be substantially reduced and sufficient fund should be found for the 
nation-building departments without having any more fresh taxation. 
The Hon'ble Finance Minister wishes that the taxation measures of 
1035 should be given a fresh lease of life when they expire in 1938. 
Not content with that he wants to explore new sources of income by 
taxation but never f for a moment raises the question of retrenchment. 
The Hon’ble Finance Minister admits t hat the life of agriculturists in 
India continues to be one of great hardship. How in the face of this 
admission he wants to impose fresh taxations? The people *jre already 
overburdened with taxations— not to speak of fresh taxation: even tb^. 
continuance of the present taxation is being greatly resented.. A taxa- 
tion measure can be supported only when the Government have effected 
utmost economy in their expenditure and have reduced those expendi- 
ture to an inVd ucible minimum 

There is another item in the budget to which I intend to draw the 
attention of the Hon’ble Finance Minister. It is this: in almost all 
tly* items of expenditure it us tound that a portion <»t it is charged 
ns Tion-vottvble. The presence ot this in the budget of a popular Govern- 
ment is repugnant, to all ideas of democracy. This reflects a sense ot 
d; !:ust in the Legislature and \ests an authority in the Kxeeutive. 

*s should be limited to those it<*ms ot expemhtuie specified in the 

' .tut ion itself. The Ilou'lde Finnic c Mini«tei has himself 
’ ' ed that there is an uneconomic pressure on land and there a 
* s agricultural population but be has made no provision tor these 
' unutc people. No mention has been made tot laising the pi ices 
agricultural products which is one op burning question* of .he 
Kven if 1 concede to the Ilon’lde Finance Mi/nster that the 
’ ot the prownciul Government in this respect are limited still 
-his limited powers the Government of Bihar even before the 
' n t ion ot the provincial autonomy has fixed the nnnimum pi ice 
pnenne No attempt appears in have been made by the t ,preseut 
anient m this dneetion. The Goxernmriit ot Bengal Irenes 
■*3,00,tHHl tiom export duties on jute. This entne sum should 
•een earmarked for the uplift of tlm agriculturists, especially the 
Iturists of the jute growing districts. Not a single farthing do 
•overnment spend in securing this huge amount. So I press upon 
. overmuch! to set apart the entire amount for bettering the hard 
the agriculturists. Neither from the speech of the Finance 
.er nor from the budget estimate can we find any indication of 
■mediate intiuduction of the priimuy education which is one of 
■ving needs of the province. I as an humble representative of 
- iyat urge ‘Ufym the Government to introduce free primary eduea- 
’tum^dmtely at any cost. Free and compulsory primary education 
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i» the crying need at the present moment and this and the reduction 
in the cost of the administration are the two burning questions which 
are agitating the minds of the people. We» find however that no 
attempt has been mode to remedy these two burning problems. With 
these observfi^ns I resume my seat. 

Mr. 8HAM8U0DIN AHMED KHANDKAR: Sir. 1 find on 
perusal that the statement of the Finance Minister of a responsible 
Government is not the statement of an accountant *in this House. He 
must have found money for expenditure on certain urgent schemes. 
There has been a persistent demand from all quarters tor the introduc- 
tion of free primarv ethical ion m this province. Duiiug election times 
/he Hon’ble Ministers- the Hon'ble Mr. Fasr.lul Huq and others^and 
vvt* ourselves declared to oui cor-t it ueneies that tor the uplift of rural 
Bengal it would be the foienio->t task of tin* new t'abuict to educate the 
masses. As the Fiiytmc Mmiimct has observed in his fgiuticiu] state- 
ment. illiteracy is a slur on the national life of this province, I submit 
to this House that illiteiai v \uis a blowing to the hon’ble members 
anti Ministers before this House came into existence, because at that 
time there was no votei who paid (I annas as the union rate and thj?re 
was not such a laigc numbei ot voters and there was no adult franchise. 
Now an v one who pavs annas i»s union fate — who h is the lowest 
) ate— is a voter, and we heie an* the representatives ot these voters. 
We have come to this debate, arffl when we return <>» our homes, the 
voters \\||] < tune and flock to out holies and demand to know what w*e 
htrve done foi them, and v\ o shall have to answer what we have done 
legarding tree primary educatnm. ayd we must sin, soiiietluug to our 
constituencies to satisfv the voters. So j submit illiteracy was a 
blessing to on;* hon'ble membeis and # M misters before the advent of 
autonomv in Bengal. hecaune at that time the number of volets was 
lynited and tin* number of repiesentatives was also limited. Now 
c\ ervt htiijr that is done heie, eveiv resolution that is passed here and 
even detail of this budget di^us-ion would be carried to the farthest 
corner f*t the villages So I say that* the responsible Finance Minister 
of a i espunsihle Government must find out means foi the immediate 
introduction ot free primary education in the mini areas. It is a 
demand which is made from all quuiteis. Now, Sit, I would suggest 
to the Hon’ble Minister some ot t he items from which the money could 
}k* procured. Kir, there i* a Departixent of Irrigation If llu; hon’ble 
members of this House will tunr to thejmges of thi*huc!get, they will 
find that there is a big sum spent and that the expenditure is wholly 
unproductive. The expenditure shown for the several dredgers, vik., 
“Runaldahav,” “Cowley,” “Burdwan” and others, is Wholly unnecessary. 
These .dredgers are n#w lying in* a “laid up” condition in stagnant 
water in front of Gopalganj. There is no work tfoi* them. These 
dredgers were indented in connection with the great jrojaet of 
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Mr. Addams-Williams, namely, the Grand Trunk Canal, which was 
under consideration. That project was rejected, and since them there 
has been no work for these dredgers ancl they are lying in a “laid up” 
condition in stagnant water liefore the Subdivisions! Officer's quarters, 
and some repairs are done to them, and sometimes a dredger looks 
quite beautiful in red and sometimes in another colour! Although 
they are all lying in stagnant water, the same sum ty»s been spent every 
year for these dredges. So the expenditure is wholly unproductive. 
To that the Hon’hlfc Minister had added another Bum of Rs. 1| lakhs 
for an unproductive item, i.e., for the formation of a Waterways 
Board — the Finance Minister has mentioned in his speech that the 
Waterways Board would be formed. I do not know what* good this 
Boar^t will do. I hail from Kastern Bengal and I know that the whole**' 
oi Fastern Bengal is a low-lying country; it requires very little irriga- 
tion, and there are innumerable natural channels. I do not know 
what is intended to be done in Eastern Bengal. I may let this 
House know that there are two projects — one in the district of Dacca 
and another in mv own district, viz., the Balugram Khal scheme. These 
are big schemes, and although there are officers in the Irrigation 
Department drawing high salaries, they have done nothing for taking 
up these projects. So I think there is no necessity for the formation 
of ,1 Wi, terways Board. In my humble opinion what would they do? 
Tb*-\ would perhaps think over a project and then they would submit 
:i ; rt on that project and. aftei iHl , what will he the reply? The 
' * "ill be that there is no moqey, and so the project cannot he taken 
•'‘hat is the good of spending Rs. 1} lakhs for nothing If, 

• of forming the Waterways Board, we divert the money to 
*• -v education — if the Hon'lde Finance Minister thinks it necessary, 

, consult his colleague t hP Irrigation Minister — and set a»,>art Nir 

• k this sum of Its If laK'hs as well as the surplus of Rs. lakhs, 

.* begin with the sturt mg ground, and then further measures 

• taken up by the Education Minister for the introduction of 

• s education. So mv humble submission is that this sum of 

•* ' . lakhs should he set apart for flee primary education. , 

. Sir, the Finance Minister ought to have thought for a moment 
-tertd of granting expenditure for unproductive purposes, namely, 
-aonditure on the dredgers, he could have sold them; even if 
;■ ^ers on higher values he not available, they may be sold at lower 

.This would save us a lo* of recurring expenditure which is 
d every \An\ The Ilon’ble Finance Minister of a popular 

• ■ “input should have kept fhem in some part of the Bay of Bengal 

of allowing them to lie in stagnant water and turned them into 
dosis hospital after removing the engine parts therefrom. 

r 

. ... RASHIK L*AL BISWAS" Sir, I rise on a point of information, 
tlj&t most of the Ministers are absent. As suggestions and 
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critic wans are being made about their department®, it might be helpful 
to thettt to listen to these sugge|tiona. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon'ble the Finance Minister is present here, 
and I much* prefer if he listens to these speeches. It is very difficult 
to make all twe Ministers come together. I have found that four or 
five Hon’ble Minivers are constantly attending the debate and unless 
there is anything special, there is no necessity for asking them nil to 
be present. I hope the Hon'ble Finance Minister it taking uotes of all 
the points, although they may embrace the different parts of the budget. 


Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHANDKAR: As l was submit. 
r ling, money should he found for the immediate introduction of plenary 
education, and I have suggested how money can be found from this 
budget. I found at pages ‘2 and d of the learned speech of the Hon'ble 
Finance Minister glowing tiihutes paid to the sons of tyuigal and, at 
the conclusion of that speech, the words “Bunde Mataram." At that 
time I had not a copy of the Budget, and 1 thought that the Budget 
would come with some constructive programmes like those suggested 
by the illustrious sons of Bengal. But I was very much disappointed. 
I have heard in the speech that constructive schemes musk he devised 
and carried out for ameliorating the condition of the people of this 
province. \ submit that it is a stereotyped Budget, though it is a big 
Budget. We in the mufassal dial with small Budgets of the local 
bodies. Budgets dealing with lakhs of ru|M»es and not crores. So my 
submission to this House is that the responsible Finance Minister of 
this responsible Government should find out means for the immediate 
introduction of primary education. 

< Tfle House was then adjourned foi lo minutes » 

« 

(After adjournment 


Maiilvi AHMED ALI MRIDHAs* In connection with tin* Budget, 
I would add a few words w ith those of my pit decessors, especially 
Maulvi Abdul Ban and Muulvi Shamsuddm. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, is it permissible for the Finance 

Minister to be absent when the Budget speeches are going on? 

* * 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has taken special pfrmisston, as there is 
an urgent matter which requires his immediate attention. 

Maulvi AHMED AJ.I MRIDHA: I for thyself would just emphasise 
some of the remarks made by Maulvi Abdul Bari%and Maulvi Sham- 
sudd in. * 
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So far as the question of primary education is concerned, my only 
remark would be that many other things can wait, but primary educa- 
tion cannot ; it must berattended to at <5nce. Money must be found out 
for it, and there cannot be any plea of dearth of funds or no funds. 
Money is available as has been pointed out by other members. At the 
time of depression there were cuts, but the time is not jjtopitious now; 
at present there can lie cuts in salaries of employes of Government. 
There are certain departments in which certain branches are altogether 
unnecessary, for instance the office of the Divisional Commissioner and 
the ( 'ommUsionei himself. Ii has lieen declared from the platform 
and in the press from time to tune that the Commissioner's office is 
the fifth wheel to the coach. He is not needed; he is a superfluity, 
and his office can be done away with without impairing the efficiency* 1 
ot flu* administration. His office is only an office of delay — a post 
office. So thcie can be a veiy great saving it these offices are abolished. 
Next the Deputy Inspector-General's offices in some places also can he 
done away with. In Police administration theic can be gmit saving as 
has been already pointed out. It is very well known that saving*' can 
be had and economy effected if any real necessity is felt. The Finance 
Minister can obtain a large sum ot money without much exertion on 
his pa it it u he wants it. So far ihe Budget provision for primary 
education is concerned, it is hopelessly inadequate Horn the point of 
a ii u of the public T am ot opinion that primary education must not 
*’'■ “ wed to be delayed, and it miM lie gi\en effect to at once. 

•’* * v education must be fiee and compulsory. There should also 

IrusftUs thioughout the length and breadth of Bengal. * 

’ar a^ tin* question ot funds are concerned 1 think a large sum 
obtained by disposing off some ot the djvdgcrs. if not all. Sojne 
' iHuv be maintained for futuie projects, and dredging projects 
-itj,te the dying rive is ot Bengal must }>♦* taken* in hand without 
delay . The money that will be got from the sale of dredge*.* 

utilised for the iiation-huilding departments. 

* 

M lvi Abdul Bari has said that Agriculture has also Wen neglected. 

; d not only that, I would say that the employees of that 
‘lent, although some of them may be experts, are of no use to 
'ivators They may be scientists, but they aie worthless so far 
cultivators are concerned. They cannot utilise their knowledge 
"<*0 for the benefit of the yulti\ators. There is an addition to 
<T'; then* hat been some improvement. I for one say that Wtter 
g of the department i* necessary, and willing workers are a 
limn. Members of this House will not l* astonished to hear 
c Agricultural officers do not go to the mufassal villages for 
‘ration. They are afraid of the mud; th^y are unable to advise 
‘ivators on ^he field as to how the caterpillars can be removed 
jute plants and cowdung can be converted into manure. 

1 
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Ko attempt is made to teach tie cultivators the improved method of 
agriculture. In this direction there must be some improvement. Funds 
must be found for this purpose. 1 

Members may remember that cultivatois at the time of heavy fall 
in price of jute were asked to produce only as much jute as would cover 
the cost of eintivation expenses, and were advised by Government to 
substitute the cultivation of jute by that of sugarcane. In doing that 
the poor cultivators fell out of the frying pan into the tire; neither 
sugarcane nor gur could be sold. The cultivation of sugarcane brought 
them no profit; then what was the necessity for this useless propaganda 
and so mu^h labour!-’ 

» As regards >ugar industry, it is the clear duty of Government to 
procure certain machinery for production of sugar from sugarcuui^ and 
not to compel the agriculturist* to finish their labour by producing gur 
from sugarcane. We find that this Budget is deficient in this respect, 
and I v some cnefgv must be applied to see that the nation-building 
depuitmeiit* receive full coiiMdeiatmn and support. It that is not 
done, then most of the people who depend on agi ictiltuie, Ho per cent, 
of the whole population, would lemain helpless They remained help- 
less in the past, and they will remain so m the future as well. The 
promises made in the Budget speech itself and by metiAicrs of the 
Cabinet at the time of election are ot no good if no attempt is made to 
improve the lot of the "ultivutn*. Actual work is nceessai\ and not 
mere promises, and money must be found 

• These are the lemaiks that I wished to make. The Jlon’ble Finance 
Mmistei seemed to be very snlicitous^about giving a larger grant to the 
Calcutta University. In this case. I do not we eye to e\e with the 
membfts of tl^e Opposition, as it is sftid theie is something rotten in 
the State of Derynark. # 

• Then, Sir, they are going t«> get a lew aid in the shape of an 
additional grant this year I think it is frothing but a prize awaided 
to a student who }ms got pi tided in # an examination. In the. Univer- 
sity mu h a system does not pievnil. but the members on ihe Tieasury 
Benches are awarding this prize to the Calcutta I niversitv. I hat is 
the state of affair*. Sir, with icguid to the Calcutta University. 

Then, Sir, as we all know, the Calcutta University has of late taken 
to the monopoly of printing the te^t-book* and by that means they 
have wiped off their deficit; the contrary, a surplus has accrued 
to them. There is a balanced Budget ^iow and, «in spite of this, thin 
attempt is being made to provide them with funds, just like rewarding 
the plucked students! The University has already 4>een found wanting 
in the discharge of more urgent respohsibilities, at least in the 
matter of doing justice to the demands of the Moslems, a bare justice 
to them, justice which must be done to a section of the jfyopl^ 
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comprise 55 per cent, of the total population of this province; these 
people, therefore, should not be neglecjed in respect of their demands. 
The University boast oi giving higher education to the people of 
Bengal but, Sir, what is 'their record! 1 ' In my opinion, they have 
failed and do not deserve this additional grant. * 

By refusing them this grant, there may be a savinjf, and savings 
may also be effected in various other ways. Suggestions have come 
from many quarters. My friends, Messrs. Bari and Shamsuddin 
Ahmed have made suggestions nice enough, and I too join my voice 
with theirs. But 1 would venture to suggest to the Minister in charge 
of Finance that the Budget must be improved; improvements must be 
notified to the members of this Assembly during the speech that he 
will ^deliver in reply to whut has been said here on the floor of the 
House, improvements in conditions must be coming to exist very soon; 
otherwise, as we have ln»en undone, 1 am not sure whether the Treasury 
Benched, too,* will not be similarly undone! 

Mr. C* GRIFFITHS: Mr. speaker, Sir, we were practically assured 
last year, during the Budget discussion, by Sir John Woodhead that 
there were better times ahead for Bengal, and we are glad to find that 
our hopes have been more than realised, thanks to the good work of 
Sir John, which is beginning to l>ear fruit, and to the Niemeyer Report, 
wh; h gave us back one-half of our jute exjnirt tax and now grants us 

12$ per cent, and cancels our debt to the Government of 

I.. .d 8 crores 41 lakhs, the imerest of winch s*ood at 28 lakhs. 

* 

must, however, congratulate the Hou'hle Mr. Nalini Raujan 
our first Indian Finance Minister, for the very able way he 
*■ so short a |>eriod, arraAginl for the vast requirements °of our 

<* ♦* and is also able to present a Budget with a sv.rplus of over 84 

revenue being 12 crores f>5 lakhs ami expenditure 12 crores 2J[ 
•it the very first session of the Assembly, thus giving the new 
'•* ix a splendid start to do some g&od for their respective depart- 
It is satisfactory to find that increased provision hi** been 
*r Agriculture, Public Health, Medical Services, and Education, 
in view of the fact that the five Taxation Bills introduced in 
■ ' *■ Electricity, Tobacco, Stamps, Fourt-fee, and Amusements 

.11 11)88, should we not claim to get the balance of our jute 
nax linger section 140 of r ihe Act and see that we get better 
•*ith regordSo our incon^-tax ? *(Fheers.) 

have big responsibilties in Bengal, and need all available funds 
welfare an advancement of our people, 

great mass of Bengalees in the villages are illiterate and Live in 
'* 1st of the t^o time immemorial scourges of the country — 
*> • ttjld cholera. Thousands are starving for want of work and live 

1 
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in miserable hovels of mud an4 bamboo. It is these villagers who 
estivate our land and grow our jute, the golden fibre of Bengal, and 
give us our rice and other crops, but at what a priced The Director of 
Public Health, Bengal, Lieutenant -Colonel A. C. Chotterjee, says that 
nearly 400,0410 people die of malaria tn Bengal and that probably there 
were about 8<fco 40 million cases a year. These agricultural labourers 
are the real producers of our wealth ; they practically maintain our pro- 
vince; and on their success the prosperity of Bengal's 50 million people 
depends. Therefore, we should have every sympathy and considera- 
tion for these men. We should do all we can to combat disease for 
them by giving them good drinking water, prevent failure of the crops 
and famine by providing them with irrigation works, help them to take 
•their pioduce to the IwM markets by constructing roads and canals for 
them. It is gratifying to find that the Government of India has just 
sanctioned 18 lakhs as the second grant (the first being 10 lakhs 1 for 
Bengal’s rural uplift and that various schemes are in progress in the 
different districts. 

Bengal should not neglect to develop her own resources and canty 
on a hand-to-mouth |>olicy. not should we reduce our programme of 
nation-building activities merely to contribute more than any ot4ier 
province to the Central Administration. The Mcston # Settlement 
retarded our progress in Bengal, while it was a source of advancement 
to others. We should not subscribe to a policy that takes from each 
according to its ability to earn and that gives to each according to its 
requirements, in this case to main tufa a highly efficient but extensive 
administration throughout India -a Hoils-Hoyce administration in a 
land of bullock-carts as it was cynically said by wgneone (Cheers from 
Ctfiigr^ssi. At the sum# time, we do # not suggest to saerifiee efficiency 
for economy. • 

With provincial autonomy we cannot *hu\e all things in common, 
ft is, however, necessary to have some things in common ; for instance, 
our defence forces, or military Emitters ; but as we do not eat and drink 
in common, neither do we dress and Venule in common; therefore, why 
should there be equality of award, irrespective of service rendered? 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: On a point of order, Sir. 

In view ot the ruling* given b\ the (’hair, is the honourable tnemlicr en- 
titled to lead a set speech as he is (ffiing now? 

* 

Mr. SPEAKERS My ruling leave* enough scope. I said, while 
giving ui y ruliug, that written speeches were tor be deprecated. I 
noticed that the honourable member lw?gan to “speak” at first. Later 
on, of courae, he began to read from it. I would, %>w«ver, leave it for 
the time being to the option of the member concerned, but,*^s I^aaid?** 
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my ruling’ stands — that the habit of reading manuscript speeches is to 
b* deprecated. But I do not think it will be fair on my part to abso- 
lutely ban all reading from manuscripts. 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Bengal should be permitted to nrst develop 
her own resources, and then should we have a surplus /we could eon- 
tiibute more to the Government of India to help q^hers. We should 
always remember that “charity begins at home,” therefore, our first 
duty is to have a prvisjjerou.s Bengal, for a prosperous Bengal will mean 
prosperity for all its ] people, 

Sii, next dealing with urban condition*, in Calcutta apd in the 
larger towns, let me appeul to you to help the Anglo-Indian and J)omi-* 
cihsWEuroiMum cause and to alleviate their suffeiings. That :nv com- 
munity has borne th<* brunt o{ ] mliatiwation no one will deny. We 
understand that one man’s loss is unolher man's gain, but whv should a 
jxdicv of robbing Peter to pay Paul” be adopted when we are con- 
cerned with the other communities'' However, the fact is that our 
dominion to-du.\ is deplorable Out men want work and om schools 
need funds. 

Referring to the Budget speech on page 'JH. we find that the Ilon’ble 
Mr. Nalini Ratijan Sarker states that the Government of Bengal are 
ab" considering whether the Armv can aftoid a profitable avenue of 
* ament for the voting men of Bengal and how to petsundc the 
f • ment of India to give them sin h op|H»itumtie>. It is sineeiely 
“ that the < lainis of m\ oomtnunitv will 1 m* coiisideied, since ot*r 
> is serving in the Auxibatv loin* iimn tho*c<ond line of defeme; 

view ot <>ur splendid reeord during the (treat Wat. m support of 
• he Arehhishop ot Cauteibmv smd in dune 1 GHT : “Their Royalty 
poiise also (lining the ieet*nt (treat War had liyon conspicuous. 
•jMirtion to numbers, they had been the most ready and most 
ns communitv in the Empire to rome to Britain's help.” 
from Europeans.) *» 

to solve the problem ot unemployment, the late 

• •Cbiskie, a member of the then Bengal Legislative Council 

ted that we should take to the land, so that a wider range of wmrk 
**tVer, a* was pointed out by the Statutory Commission. Accord- 
.» small band of pioneers from Calcutta with a few others from 
’ provinces formed a settlement near ltanchi. To-day they 

• < about 1 ,uHo with t*(*0 homesteads. His Excellency the 

or of Bihar oh visiting (lie colon \ on the 12 th June. 1W17, to 
■to the needs, of the settlers, which are proper roads, adequate 

•- for education, medical health, and proper water-supply said: — 

• bo Anglo-1 nd.an problem is an All-India problem, and it is not 
*• ’table for me to hold that the burden of helping the settlement 
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should fall solely on my Government, but should be shared by the pro- 
vinces from which the settlers have come, also by the Government of 
India.” • , 

Sir, will Bengal fail to contribute her share for those who have 
settled at AfcCluskiegunge from Bengal? 

The pawnbrokers in Calcutta, and there are a multitude of them in 
this city, could wiTh telling effect reveal to what straits many resj*eet- 
able Anglo-Indian families have Ikhmi brought through want of employ- 
ment. “Their stocks from a grand piano to a woman's wedding ring 
represents many a tale of domestic hardship and even tragedy,” as was 
graphically expressed b\ our leading daily. 

* The extra work imi>osed on the District Charitable Society to r%»ove 
the children of resj>eotable Anglo-Indian parent**, who have fallen on 
evil davs, from undesiiable sui roundings and place them in schools, 
disclose to what an # extent tin* community has suffered. • 

The Anglo-Indian Soup Kitchen with funds from the Calcutta 
Hanger’s Club, the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and the Telephone 
gnK, siipplv about loll men and women with one meal a du\ and some 
of these iolks have no homes 


The unpaid school fees to our pnim institutions also stn.iiglv point 
to our distress, and the recent # appeuls made at the Caxton Hall, 
London, by the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Bishop of Calcutta 
for funds for our schools, all go to ponfl out thal outs is a ver\ deserving 
cSse. 

In this connection, 1 might mentfon what our Premier, the Hon’hle 
Af K. Fiudul limp find to sax, vit., that the New Constitution is 
“foi all of Ustft^uesnage of hope.” and iff leferring to in\ commun Mv , 
as reported in the Staffs man , he said tlful shaking from |*eisonai 
exjMM icncc of nearlv a ijuaitei of a «euturv, he * ouhl hear ungrudging 
test imon v to the mannci m w h* h tin* repiesentati ves of this great com- 
mtimt w had nlvvavs conic foiwaid to help the administration without m 
the least pushing font aid then < laim for recognition in the public 
services of the country And without committing the Government In 
a nv thing definite, he a»*uietl the community that they would do their 
little hit to recognise the claims of the Anglo-Indian communitv to tin* 
distribution of State patronage Tl»f» time had ionic foi they selfless 
devotion to duty meeting with Us own reward by atpufflic recognition 
oithe claim of the community t<» a legitimate and 4 »ioj»ei share of repri*- 
gentafion in the public service*. 

i 

Sir, in view of the acute distress* now prevailing among us, will the 
Government and the finable the Finance Minister »ee that we get our 

full share of appointment* in the Provincial »Servic«* of Bengal? W^l, 

♦ * 
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understand that there are about 70 |acancies under the Co-operative 
Credit Department to be filled shortly^ and we trust that the claims of 
the Anglo-Indian community will not oe overlooked. 

Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA* Spoke in Bengali on the 

general subject of the Budget. £ 

In course of his speech he referred to certain alleged illegal exac- 
tions of the police constables and was explaining what dosturi was, when 
the following point* of order was raised: — 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 1 rise to a point of 
older, Sii . Is the hon ble nieml>er entitled to make suFh general 
aerations against the members of u Public Service? m 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mu\ I diaw your attention, 
Mr Speaker*, to certain observations made in the Central Legislature 
that members while in the Douse were entirely free to make any obser- 
vations they liked, but that if the\ made any observations of a personal 
nature, they were to do so on their jicrsonal responsibility? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a very delicate question that has been raised. 

I was really watching as to what the spt*eeh of the hon'ble member was 

1!I R t° The hon’ble member, however, had not specifically referred 

**c entire jniliee, but he was retelling only to particular members 

* f*diee force. He is mul ing only general accusations, and if 

• general aeeusations are of a nature which is defamatory, 1 have to 
ler the matter. lor the time, being I think he is making a remark 
- the general character of the police force from his own experience, 

* do not know' of anything — of any rule or standing order— under 
” I can rule him out unless. Sir Bijo\ , you can cife’or refer to any 
ndes on the subject If you can kindly do that, I would certainly 
Mini out. For the time being, however, I think he has not over- 
”‘d the limits, although he is very near doing so. 

:t\% Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Very well, Sir, 

•• to your ruling 

*’* r » SPEAKER: If the House can refer me to un\ rule oi standing 
. qr cou^yntion, bv whic h I cau rule out the hon’ble member, I 
:ite prepared to do so. 

Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: What I beg to 
t is that it is against the general rule of debate to make aegusa- 
° r allegations against members of the Public Service or against 
dy jn particular without specifying the charges. 
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Mr. SPEAKERS I think tly Ivest solution for the time being is 
afforded by the fact that our time has already run out and I shall be 
obliged if you will kindly bring up this quegtion before me in my 
chamber to-morrow before the House meets. The hou’ble member will 
please continue his speech* to-morrow as 1 shall have to adjourn the 
House now. \ 

The Hon’bte Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8IJICH ROY: Thank you. Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House now stands adjourned till 3 p.m. to- 
morrow, the 4th August, 1937. 

Adjournment. 

The Assembly was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Wednesday, the 4th 
August, 1937, at thg Assembh House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding* of the Bengal tafMatfo Aooembly aw emM ed 
under the provUioq* of the Govohnmept of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly Hoqse^ Calcutta, on Wednes- 
day, the 4th August, 19-37, at 3 p.m. 

# 

Present: 


i 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ihle Khan Bahadur M. Azizcl Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, the eleven llon’ble 'Ministers and 221 members. 

Obituary Reference. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : latdies and gentlemen, it is with profound regret 
I have to announce to the House the death of Sir Lancelot Travers who 
was a memlx*,- of the Bengal- Legislature under tire Morlev-Minto and 
Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms 

He was the Leader of the Kuropean (iroup ot tin* Bengal Legislative 
Council and served on the Bengal Committee ot the Simon Commission. 
MtVny of us who are here now remember how amiable and eourteous was 
Sir Lancelot m his dealings in and outside the Council, lie was a 
eh timing personality and his sobriety of temper was well known. 

• propose, with your Wave, ladietund gentlemen, to convey to the 
* of Sir l*ancelot oui deep sympathy in their bereavement. I 
’ now ask you, ladies and gentlemen, to siguif\ your approwil fyy 
- rising in jour places 

a>ttU8e.) 

$ 

: . 8PEAKER: Thank sou, ladies and gentlemen. * The Secretary 
•• Ke the usual steps * 1 


-ole regarding answering quest iom within a prescribed time. 

NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, you were pleased to 
at you would give jour ruling about the interpretation of the 
i 15 da vs' notice to-day. 

SPEAKER: Dr. Sauyal, I have looked into the rule curefully, 
tit<d tlntf tfyit rule governs the relationship between the members 
House and the Speaker.* There is no rule «$ to th,e period which 
Minister# will take To answer questions. For the time being, 
*er, I aui absylutely helpless, as there is no rule by which I can 
cl a Minister to give his answer to a question within a .j)feet»cribed 
■ ; but I would ^ppeal to the Treasury inches to sac that questions 
.uswered as quickly as possible. A 
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STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to wtuck ml Cnswort wm (iron) 


X' 

\*tfl Bobu 


of iohtduM oastot in tho Mtforont 
of On Surdwan Division. 


ADWAITA KUMAR MAJS: Will the IfotTblo 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department he jffeased to lay an the 
table a statement showing since 1st January, 1982, — 


(t) th^ number of persons appointed in the different eolleetoratoa 
of the Burdwan Division, district by district; and 
(it) the number of them that belong to the scheduled easiest # 


MINISTER in chargt of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho HonHlo 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): A statement is laid on tluftahle. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause* (t) and ( ii ) of starred 
question .Vo. IS shotring the appointment of members of scheduled 
castes in the Burdwan Ihrtsion since the 1st J an uary p * . 



Total 

, number of 

p«r*NMrt« 
ftpp^lntod 
n nee 1st, 

Number 
belonging 
to the 
•ohtnluled 

OASteft. 

Bankura 

January, 1932. 

•20 

8 

Uooghl& * *** 

81 

8 

Burd^all • 

68 

4 

Midnnpore ‘ * 

52 

8 

Birbhum 

18 

8 

Howrah 

26 

2 


/proooodmgs of tho 17th Annual Sossion of tho 
AMMMtoiN MpBiaurk) 

__ BliWABs I* tlfere no proportion Axed for the 

%dnd«y oneteP 

Tlllllplll fir MOV PS MAD SIMCM BOYt .No proportion 
haa been flnd, Ox.-' 1 ' 

II 
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yjtf^RASIK LAL IlfWAi: Do^ the Government propose to fix 
the proportion in the near future P 

» 

Mr. SPEAKER: I anr afraid that is not a question, but a request 
for action. 

\Z4tT Maulvi ABDUL WAHEO: (a) 'Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment has received a copy of the Proceedings of the 17th Annual 
Session of the Process-servers’ Association held at Jalpaiguri during 
December, 1936? 

(b) If so, will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state wLat actions, 
if any, have been taken on those resolutions up till now? 


Thi Hoifbl* Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes, a copy 

of the proceedings was received duly in the Revenue Department. 

( b ) Of the resolutions, Revenue Department »re # concerned only with 

the request for grant of advance conveyance fares to process-servers. 

This request was considered, but could not be conceded in view of Artic le 

159, Civil Account Code. Volume I. 

4 1 

KSHETRA NATH SINCHA: May I know how many 
questions of this type have been received? 

w 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question hardly arises, but I should impress 
.. the House that if this type of question comes pouring in, it will 
■•'‘cesHary to ask for additional staff to deal with this problem alone. 


1 A 

Admission of an Adjournment Motion, 

Mr. TULS! CHANDRA GOSWAMI; I desire to ask for leave of 
•louse to move an adjournment of the House to discuss a definite 
\>r of urgent public importance, namely, the hunger strike by a 
•* number of political prisoners from Bengal uho have been lodged 
•«il in tbe Andaman Islands 

• have just received your consent, and l hope you will fix a time for 
..saion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: vMr. Goswimi has asked for leave of the House for 

• ug an adjournment motion for the purpose of discussing a definite 
“or of urgent pAblie importance, namely, the hunger strike by a 

•* number o( political prisoners frotn Bengal who have been lodged in 
.n the Andamaii Islands. I ask whether it is the plewntre of the 
•sq to *1iow a discussion on the motion. 



Alt.] BUDGET DISCUSSION. ‘l«8 

Mr* ABDULLA~AL MAHMQfOD: On a point of information* 
Sir 


Mr* SPEAKER: No information can be asked for at this stage* 
I* there any ‘objection to the motion being put? 

Mr. ABDULLA' AL MAHMOOD: No, Sir. 

A count being made, it was found that more than fifty persons had 
risen in their seats. 

Mr* SPEAKER^ Leave Ims been asked for ami the House has 
granted the leave. I fix -Mo p.m. to-day for the discussion of the 
Adjournment Motion. * 


GENERAL DI8CU88I0N OF THE BUOGET. 

Babu NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA resumed his speech in 
Bengali. He was referring to certain alleged illegal exaetjons **f fhe 
police constables. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID* (’an the honourable member be 
allowed to refer to what are not actual facts in this House? 

Mr. SPEAKER; It is very difficult for me to au> whether he is 
making a correct representation of tn?ts or not Wien a member takes 
t liu responsibility of malting a statemwnt of facts, I have nothing to 
say as to whetfjpr it is a mi>represeutation*or not ; but at the same time 
I must request fhe niemlwr to see whatever statement, he makes, he 
ifiakes it with a full sense of responsibility; also hearing in mind that 
he is in a privileged position ii^ihis House in regard to what he says. 

Mr/ ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: But the member is citing 
instances about which we have definite information as well, and it is 

our considered opinion that he is making a miarepreeentation of facta. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If it is a misrepresentation of facts, you are per* 
feetly entitled to contradict him # when your turn coy e*w but (frrtainly 
you cannot interrupt him in this way when he is^in possession of the 
House. 

# ^ # 

Bafett NARENDRA^NATH DAS GUPTA -umtiiruad with his speech. 

(The member resumed his seat before he could conclude hw speech^ 
as it was time for the discussion of the Adjourn ny*nt Motto*.; • 
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Adjoummnt ^Motion. 

Mr. TULtl CHANDRA COSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, it is not my 

desire nor is it the desire of my friends on this side of the House to 
initiate a merely acrimonious discussion. We feel that this House has 

0 tremendous responsibility in view of the urgency of the matter which 

1 propose to discuss, and which I hope the Hous£ will discuss, in a 
spirit of fair-mindedness and in a spirit of humanity. I would appeal, 
and I make this appeal at the outset of my speech, to the Treasury 
Benches, to the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq, and to the Hon’ble Khwaja 
♦Sir Nazimuddin, to take a serious view of the situation which has arisen 
in the Andaman Islands, in view of the fact thrfl nearly *^00 human 
beiftgs are in danger of losing their lives. I am glad that derisive 
laughter has not come from the other side of the House, but I am 
afraid the answers to the short-notice question of Mr. Roy, which we 
received the Other day from the Home Minister ityide me feel that per- 
haps human life along with human liberty was not a matter of much 
importance even to the present Government of Bengal. The other day 
we were told that these prisoners are convicted prisoners; that they had 
bevn sentenced by courts of law. Well, it is not mv desire nor is it 
the desire of my friends to question any decision ot any court of law, 
although perhaps it would he permissible to question decisions and 
—Mtenc.es of tribunals which were known as Special Tribunals. But 

. the moment 1 accept the decisions ot courts of lew — decisions which 
• t these prisoners to the Andaman Islands. But there was a sug- 
4 ion, uud more than u suggestion, that because they were convicted 
•ninals, they deserved no sympathy from other people who have not 
<i the benefit of going to the Andaman Inlands. That reminds me 
a very famous saying. When someone saw a group of prisoners 
Mjf led to their doonij he., said: “There, but for tie Grace of God, 

I too.” Because a prisoner has been convicted and is undergoing 
priaoninent, there is absolutely no reason why the executive Govern- 
»ii t should enhance the judicial sentence by inflicting additional 
cringe or should increase the sufferings beyond what the court* of law' 
•-lined. Tt is not true that the Andaman prisoners are outlaws. 
..lawrv is a thing which is unknown in any civilized Government, and 
•hey are convicted and lodged in jails, it is expected of every civi- 
•d Government that their conditions of life should not be made more 
.arable thar is necessary. 

What is the genesis of thi# hunger strike? I find on enquiry, and 
have taken some trouble to enquire into the facts, that the first 
iger strike took* place in 1932 after three month* bad elapsed since 
•*tition for the redress of purely lecal grievances had been submitted 
;ha proper authorities. After that, when no redress came, there was 
coond* hunger strike In the year 1933, and in the course of that 
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hanger strike, three people lost their lives — I would say, three valuable 
lives, because every life is to be fonsideivd valuable under any system 
of government, unless that life Is forfeited as m penalty under capital 
punishment. Now what were the grievances in 1933 The prisoners 
complained against food arrangements which must have been terribly 
bad; they complained against bad rire; they complained against mono- 
tonous diet; they complained against absence of lights; they complained 
against absence of newspapers; they also complained, I am told, that 
when it was impossible for them to avail themselves of an interview 
because of the great expense entailed on the part of the relatives to 
visit the Andamans, they were not given in lieu of that privilege the 
right to write letter*. These are all local grievances; these are not 
political grievances; these are not general grievances of a national 
character; and it was up to the authorities to redress those grievuifCeti. 
In 1934, there was an enquiry by one Colonel Barker, who was on 
a sort of an annual visit to the Andamans. Nothing came of his 
enquiry in the way 1»f redress. In 193b, Sir Henry CraTk visited the 
Andamans and found them a paradise for every one but himself. That 
statement of Sir Henry Craik wu* very rightly criticised by the press 
a* a most callous statement. It is not true. I have enquired from 
prisoners who have come lwck from the Andamans— it was a personal 
enquiry — that the climate of those islands is by no means ns salubrious 
as Sir Henry Craik found it to be, or pretended to have found it to be. 
After that, in 193(1, again a petition was submitted to the Chief Com- 
missioner ot the islands Now here 1 come to a point where there was 
a»breaeh of iaith. The Chief ('ommitsioner ussured the prisoners that 
the petition would be favourably considered, utid that adequate redress 
would be given to the prisoners, add that the liwes of the prisoners 
w6uld«4»e made a little tnore tolerable than they were before. That 
promise* was hiroken. In 1937, thaf is* the current year, there was 
another demand* sent by the prisoners. *1 u that demand, of course, 
fhere were many political items such as the repeal of repressive law* 
and things of that kind. T df not expect the Government to uccede 
to such portions of the demand because it is not within the province 
of the prisoners, to make such demands and to expect that, demand to 
be accepted. But at the same time there were in detail all their local 
grievances, not one of vkhicn had been redressed, and they have now 
resorted to hunger stride — a serious step. People do not wish to 
commit suicide for uothiug. They must have seriously considered the 
implications and consequences qf their action, end # ifdh«$f tft* ready 
to lay down their lives in order that th# lives of others who may follow 
them to the cells in the Andaman Islands might be a little better, they 
are doing an act of patriotism for which I congratulate them. At the 
same time, I do not |hink we sheuld be parties to this enormous loss « 
of life which is more than probable now, unless the. t lover n incut of 
Bengal fake immediate steps to redress theii grievances and indues 

• f # * 
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them thereby to call off the ^hunger strike. It is not true that the 
Government of Bengal have no jurisdiction over those prisoners. Deli- 
berately — quite deliberately J $ay-— a Conflict of Jurisdictions has been 
created in order that when thetfe is a public demand for better treat- 
ment to the prisoners, the Government of Bengal may be^ able to Bay 
that the Government of Irfdia is responsible, and the Government of 
India may be able to say that the Government of Bengal is responsible. 
The tact is that the Government of Bengal have seisin of all the 
prisoners who have, gone from Bengal. They issue -periodical instruc- 
tions in regard Jto Bengal prisoners in the Andamans. TH&t, I hope, 
will not be denied because that would be denial of fact. I would ask 
the Government to tell this House whether they are prepared imine* 
diately 1o take step.** either to improve' the conditions of life of the* 
prisoners in the Andamans to such an extent that hunger strike would 
be impossible, or that t h e> should repatriate them to our country. 
It, is a scandalous thing that Bengal prisoners are sent out from the 
province an deleft to the tender mercies of authorities over whom the 
Bengal Government have not the power to exercise adequate control. 
This is a very serious matter, and if the llon’ble'the Home Minister 
can satisfy us — and l do not see any reason why he should not be able 
to satisfy us — I am quite prepared to withdraw my motion. At the 
same time, "lie will earn the gratitude oi the province, and incidentally 
earn the gratitude of those who have staked their lives for a * cause 
‘illicit, I think, is commendable. 

Mr, SANT08H KUMAR BASU: 1 dosiie to accord my support vo 
• motion which has just been placed Wore this House so ably by 
' **• i f • Ooswnmi. It is not a question as has been pointed out by 

• *, (roswumi of showing your sympathy with assassins or convicts who 
.vc been sent to tin* Andaman jails to serve the sentenif*s passed uj>on 
■m by respective courts by which they were convicted. It is a question 
.ittving human life if it can be saved, even at this stage, when after 
vs ot hunger-strike they are still holding out and are not in a mood 

* vield juii ( i I their demands are - satisfied The Hon’ble the- Home 
-lister the other day in answer to supplementary questions in' this 

• use to the main question put by my friend, Mr. K. S. Roy, took up 

attitude that it would not be to the interests of efficiency in adminis- 
* 1 ion to yield to the demands, reasonable or unreasonable, for if 
verxmient once surrender themselves, there will be no end of such 
•rnmdjf comir g up, making it impossible to carry on the work of 
vermuent. That is a principle well-known and understandable under 

* inary circumstances. I agree that it would be impossible to carry on 
-*eruiueut if frivolous demands were sent up to Government at 
' point of the bayonet, as it is said, and if these grievances Govern- 
'd are asked . to* redress. But there must be exceptions to every 

The Hon’ble Home Minister has taken up the attitude that it is 
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de of those cases in which he should hold fast to that theory of Govern- 
ment that Government must /not bend its knees and yield to 
udteasonable demands and that if once Government gives way there 
will be no end of such demands* I do nay, t$ir 4 that if we look up old 
history on These matters it will he absolutely clear to every member of 
this House that it is not the first time that Government had to comb dqwn 
from the high horje they were riding before the prisoner* succumbed 
to the strike and expired. 1 recall the occasion when Jatin Das, an 
under-trial prisoner in the liahore Conspiracy Case* resorted to hunger 
strike for tlie purpose of effecting redress of the grievances of those under- 
trial prisoners. His intention was to htfhg about such a situation as 
the attention of Government plight bo drawn to the enormities which 
.were perpetrated in the Lahore Central Jail. So far as those political 
prisoner* were concerned Government would not budge un inch; Gov- 
ernment stuck to their guns; the same principles which the IlonTdc 
Home Minister enunciated on the floor of this House were trotted out 
on t hat- occasion al&ca And what was the result Y Jut in This held fast 
to his resolve and ultimately he made himself a martyr to the cause of 
those political* prisoners who were subjected to all kinds of treatment 
and whose grievances were enormous. Under those circumstanced after 
the death of Jatin Das had taken place Government hud to come down 
from its high horse, and the Government of India initiated 1m enquiry 
into the conditions of prisoners all over India, and an elaborate 
enquiry was held. Non-official visitors of the different Central Jails 
were asked to formulate their proposal* for the purpose of evolving a 
scheme of prison reform m the different jails in this country. As the 
Chairman of the Non-official Visitors’ (ommittee of the Alipore Central 
Jail on that occasion I came into direct contact wi^Ji the grievances of 
tbj political prisoners, <yul after the Committee had formulated its 
proposals the (*ov eminent of India tried ^o give effect to many of the 
suggestions i\ were sent up by the ^different committees in (be 
different jails of India. Why!* 1 boa use after the prisoner had actually 
succumbed to the hunger-strike an enquiry had actually to be initialed. 
So also in the case of Andutftou prisoners who luul US undertake 
hunger%trikes on two or three ear lfer occasions the Government of 
India had to send down its own Home Member for the purjmse of 
finding out what the real state of affairs was. 1 warn the members of 


the Government of Bengal to-day that if they persist in their attitude, 
a situation might he brought about which cannot be contemplated by 
them even «t this stage with equanimity. They will have to yield to 
the pressure of public opinion at* that stage, even if thef think thnt at 
the present moment no octasion has afUen for taking any action in 
this matter. The replies of the Home Minister were curt and callous 
were absolutely unyielding in their nature. THb.Home Minister 
thought that by adheging to his favourite ’principles Government 
his duty had completely ended. I should think. Bif^ that it is not the 
number of mote* which he commands in this House that^hoifld b$ thff 
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determining factor in this matter. The great public opinion whose 
verdict we must await in a matter this kind has got to be taken 
note of in deciding a ‘course of action. You may consider yourself 
secure in the votes that you can command and the votes that you can 
secure in the support of your policy, but you must remember that the 
people of Bengal will try you in the scales of public opinion, and if 
you are found wanting the number of votes which ypu command in this 
House will not he able to save you from a just decision and a just 
judgment. 

I do say, Sir, that these hunger striking prisoners in the Andaman 
Jails, some of whom I had defended in their trials, are persons who 
ought to he brought hack to their own country; and the classification 
to which they have been subjected, namely, “C” class classification, 
ought to give place to a higher division classification, for which they 
are asking at fhe present moment. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Whv? 

* i 

*Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The llnnhle Labour Minister 
nh “why.” The reason is this: that the class from which most of 

*h >iiv drawn will not justify a classification of that character Your 

' »de provides that Bhndrulok vq/mg men should he given a class. 

« 

"-*• SPEAKER : Order, order. I request my friend to reniemlTer 
*• ' ' x reason why it is not permitted to make a direct reference to the 

•* "V Bench or to tiny member of the Hoifse is to avoid face to bice 
ge and 1 think it would be best if he will address to the Speaker. 

, • 

• 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: I am referring to the Jail Code 
•mv only reminding the Hon hie Minister who questioned me and 
^ed me that if they adhere to the provision in the Jtfil Code 
dl find that these Bhudralok young men are entitled by reason of 
'“Bus in life and their education and standing to classification 
: in the “B“ class. That is one of their grievances which are 
* *»»g them at the present moment. It will not be possible for the 

.ipient of Bengal to put them in the “B” class so long as they 

*• <hin u thA > jurisdiction of the (Government of India but as soon as 
..re repatriated 4<> this country and lodged in jails in Bengal it will 
•dble for the Government of Bengal to intervene and put them in 
.appropriate 4&as*. I think, Kir, that this is not a matter which 
• to be lightly brushed aside in' the manner in which the Hon’ble 
Minister' tr ied to do on the last occasion. It is a matter which 
~es Jhe i^ost serious consideration of this House. Lives of so many 
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young men are imperilled. They might have been convicted of very 
eerioue offences but that is no reason why they should be penalised in 
the manner which has been adopted by the » Government of India. 
They were sent away to the Andamans not in the interests of any 
administrative necessity but they were sent away as a penal measure. 

I would ask the Treasury Bench to consider whether the necessity for 
such penal measure is over and whether time has come when they 
should be brought back to their own country and lodged in jails in 
Bengal. They are young men who have been # convicted of very 
serious crimes: the retribution has followed utter the trials in the courts 
of law but that is no reason why they should be condemned to death in 
this mafkn^r by the calousness of the Government of India to which the 
Government of Bengal are a willing and a silent party. I do say, Sir, 
that if they are brought back and if they are repatriated to theiiwown 
country and if they are ultimately released t lien you will find in 
them fine material which can la* harnessed to the cause of this country 
under the aegies ut a popular Government. It a Mussolini or a 
Hitler had been at the helm of affairs they would not have shut their 
eyes to the excellent material which could had been supplied In these 
young men. They have been misguided, t lieir methods have not been 
clean, the> have adopted methods of violence it verdicts of court ol Jaw 
ure to he accepted, but that is no reason wh\ their services should not he 
harnessed to action by a popular Government bent upon serving the 
country and serving the people. If you ruu do that, as the ( ongress 
Ministers in other provinces an* <?oing, you can create such a feeling in 
their minds and in their hearts that you can harness them tv* channels 
<ff peaceful and constructive activity. 

I would request you, Sir, to sllok me to inukc*a final appeal tv* the 
Government of Bengal, «to the Home Minister and the Prime Minister 
that it is timj that the Government of •Bengal should intervene and 
persuade the Government of India — it dftes not require any persuasion 
•bn their part — to bring these convicts to the Bengal jails. That is the 
first step they ought to take ajid which is easy for them to take. I do 
expect that the Prime Minister and the Home Minister will make state- 
ments which will go to show that they were quite alive to the necessities 
and requirements of the situation and that they will lose no time in 
announcing their decision that these prisoners will be repatriated with- 
out any further delay, and without the necessity of any sanction from 
the Government of India. 1 do say, Sir, with the greatest confidence 
that I shall get a frank statement •from the Treasure Bjnoli on this 
occasion that this act of barest jus^ce r/ould ntd Tk* delayed any 
further. 

# 

* r • * 

Mtllivi ABUL HJkSHIM: Str, 1 have -listened with delight to the 
learned speech delivered by Mr. Goswatni and if* hi* speech was not 
followed by another I would not have stood up and^adfc a # *pe«*h 
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myself. Sir, with due respect to Mr. Santobh Kumar Beau I take 
serious exception to certain .statements which he made in connection 
with the attitude of thjs side of the House. Mr. Basu made a remark 
referring to the Treasury Bench that although they depend on the 
votes of a larger number of members of this House they would not 
escape judgment outside this House. In this connection I would like 
to remind the honourable member that this House, is supposed to re- 
present the people of Bengal and if the Treasury Bench get majority 
support here they qre perfectly entitled to say that they have absolute 
majority of the people of Bengal behind them. I do not know what 
sort of (fovernment there would have been if the Congress Party in 
Bengal were in power. Assuming that things would have .been better 
I really regret that (lie people of Bengal were such fools as not to put 
their votes in their favour enabling (hem to come here in an absolute 
majority. Sir. I quite appreciate the feelings behind this adjournment 
motion; and 1 think that all of us do appreciate the difficulties which 
under-trial prisoners as well as convicted prisoners uiffer outside Bengal 
and that it is really desirable that they should be brought back to 
Bengal. In tins connection. Sir, I entirely agree with my Congress 
friends but would like to add a little more. There is a countrywide 
demand tor removing the sufferings of prisoners outside Bengal includ- 
ing (hose lAnnerous persons detained without trial who are known as 
tlc(»,..»s and are staying in the distant deserts of Rajputana and other 
m1 ”' of India. I think that no (pie here has any doubt that the 

■ ’••• underlying this demand is that we do not think it just and 

< pass any sentenre on ukybody without trial. If this be true 
behalf of all of them, irrespective of the motives behind the 
they are supposed to haw committed or supposed to commit 
’ \ey are released, 1 wquld demand selease of all sentenced 
i rial. I would remind you not only of those Bl(adralogs alone 
really feel for all <ho»e suffering from being aw*ay from Bengal, 
une time 1 do not exclude those who are not, unfortunately,* 
.o class themselves as such. 1 mean the large number of people 
been driven out of Calcutta to stay away perhaps not known 
• » room about the country under the (loonda Act. I tlo not 
suy that they were saints and angels. There is no denying 
that in the city of Calcutta there still prevails goondaism as 
highway robbery . 

l I am afraitf that Mr. Hashim is going a little 
he limits of reasonable debate.. On this motion he is perfectly 
. to suy that if an adjournment motion like this is accepted, 
effect would be that the (ioomla Act might as well be with- 
But he cannot jwwribly discuss the effeej. of the Qoonda Act. 
ncidenfWlytrefer to it and its j>oseible repercussion, as a conse- 
T this motion. 



ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


1W7.] 


,171 


Matlhfi ABUL HA8HIM: Sir, I did not intend to enter into a Ion# 
discussion on the effect of the Gc^rnda Act, hut my idea was to request 
the Treasury Bench to take into consideration # the condition of these 
so-called goondas . 


Mr* SPEAKER* That question again does not arise. Mr. Hashim 
is entitled to bring out that thp question has some effect on the adjourn- 
ment motion, but he cannot request the Treasury Bench to take action 
regarding the Goonda Act. I have made it perfectly dear that 
Mr. Hashim cannot say that the Goonda Act should lie withdrawn. Tie 
can only dfheuss the adjournment motion. 


Maulvi ABUL HASHIM: Sir. 1 do not really propose to request the 
Treasury Bench to withdraw the Goonda Act. hut I wuuf just to draw 
their attention while discussing this adjournment motion to the effect 
of the Goonda Act and I expect a reply from the Treasury Beach as 
regards their attitude towards those persons who are suffering without 
trial. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR &ANYAL: Sir. one ot the greatest 
misfortune^ of Bengal is that none outlie members of the Cabinet has 
eter been in his life a prisoner and that is the difference which exists 
between this and the other provinces where miracles are happening. 
In other provinces Ministers are quite alive to their sense of responsi- 
tulity.' *to the seriousness of the situation and the risks involved in the 
steps they are Tiding: but they have got this advantage that they have 
Jjeen inside the jails, they have mixed with ordinary and dangerous 
criminals and they know what “tuff these criminals an* made of and 
they know to what risks the •prisoners ate exposed while in jail 11s 
Mr. Btfsu has put it. Sir, I am somewhat tempted to congratulate the 
prisoners who have gone on hunger “hike, because despite the fact . 


Mr. SPEAKER * I am sorry that this is absolutely inele\ant. 
The motion before the House i* # an adjournment mqjioii t(* dftcus* the 
question of the hunger strike and to {m the responsibility of Govern- 
ment. I think the question whether the prisoner* should be congratu- 
lated on their hunger strike is altogether outside the scope of dismis- 
sion. *We are purely t discussing its relationship with Government. I 
do not think your congratulation has any connection wiA the executive 
administration of this province. 
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Mr. SAIANKA 8EKHAR SAHYAL: Sir, what I was saying is 
that when we are trying to make parfcv affiliations we are not looking 
straight at the merits* of the case. These prisoners, sinking their 
personal differences, sinking the difference between a prisoner and 
another, sinking the difference between a community and another, are 
raising issues which concern the province as a whole. Sir, T do not 
like to be misunderstood but I want the members of the House to 
understand that with a slight variation of circumstances and opportu- 
nities these unfortunate prisoners would have been good citizens as 
many of us here are. Many of them were high class citizens and owing 
to a sudden act of impulse or momentary mistake there is this difference 
between the Andamans and this House. It is well-known 'to us here 
that some of them were brilliant young inen with high idealism and, 
as Mr. Basu 1ms said their only fault was that they were imputient 
and did not allow themselves to be more disciplined than they were. 
It, is not merely a concern for the prisoners that raises this question 
but it is a quest ion also of public importance. TRe people who are in 
Andamans were not^risoners by themselves and whatever the Home 
Member may think of them they were not captured from the Sunderbans. 
They were arrested from the very same society which has produced 
oufsclves and which has produced membeis of the Cabinet and these 
people were put on their trial tor the mistakes they committed and 
sentenced and then wrested from this province and sent to the 

uns. This raises an issue whirh concent not only the prisoners 

!»ut the society as well from which they were taken away. They 
vays looking forward to tne time when they can come out and 
,, ih their nears and dears and to the very society in which they 
; living before. Sir, ft you consider the position of the 

s of these unfortunate ' prisoners yoif will realise tha^ thebe 

* expected to see theiti periodically and to comfort and console 

\at the time was coraiifyr when they would he able to return home. 

, . . of that those prisoners were wrested away from this province 

causes despair on both aider. When these prisoners are 

rted to this “Paradise on earth” their relatives give up all 

• T seeing these prisoners who think that as they had been wrested 

• j am this province and as the Government has forgotten them 
•e naturally given to despair and despair is followed by normal 

, . oences. 

tohft i* t\*e issue that has been raised. It is that they simply 
A that they should lie repatriated and no one can question the 
♦hcv nud tiie reasonableness of the demand. Thai hope that the 
nee of the government would be awakened and the grievances 
- be redressed. There is another demand, .for the release of the 
The Houle will soon have to give its verdict on that question, 
meantime it is gratifyiug to fiud that these prisoners who have 
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been dubbed as dangerous criminals have not lost their civic sense or 
political sense and even within t>e radius of their cells they have been 
thinking of their unfortunate brethren who have been the victims of 
the ruthless policy of the Government. Whatever may be the propor- 
tions of the.parties and whatever may be the party affiliations--] do 
not appeal to the Treasury Bench us it is useless to do so — 1 appeal to 
other friends to consider who these detenus are. Sir. you will excuse 
me when I appeal to the other members of the House to consider how 
they got this constitution. We on this side of the j louse do not attach 
greater value to the constitution than the figure of this hall; but to 
those friends who think that this constitution is worth the paper on 
which it i% written I would appeal to them to consider how they got 
the constitution. It was not a gift of British generosity which was 
freely jfiven but it was the result of endless toil und sacrifice one the 
part of those prisoners who have been described as detenus. Sir, the 
President of the Congress has been a prisoner the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion has been a detenu and so many others. Sir, thfti side of the 
gallery is full of prisoners and detenus of different grades and descrip- 
tions. We know them no less and appreciate them. 1 appeal to the 
members of the House belonging to all sections to consider what a 
duty we owe to them. The other day I heard the Finance Minister 
referring to the pathetic figure behind the plough. 1 would ask them 
to look to the emaciated figures of those patriots who have toiled and 
sacrificed. It is only on account of their toil and sacrifice that the 
Members of the Cabinet are reaping t lie bumper crop of the Ministry. 

I have already submitted, it is useless to appeal to their eonseiencc 
but certainly I am entitled to appeal to other friends to lay their hands 
on their breasts and to consider the •issues on the *nerits and not to be 
influenced by the affiliation, which only a subsidiary matter. My 
learned friem]j may say that they are reflecting the views of the jwople 
of Bengal; it fhat is so, l would appeal to them to rise up to the 
Occasion and to show to the people of Bengal that we are not going 
to be carried by the Government but that we are determined to shape 
the destiny and the conduct of the (government. 

A mombor from tht ministerial honchos: Sir, 1 rise on a point 
of information. As I am ignorant of the facts, may I enquire whether 
the prisoners in the Andamans include convicts only or they are 
convicts or detenues. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When tlie Honjble Home Munster replies, he 
will perhaps give au answer to your query. 

Tho Hon’bto Ktvwajc Sir MAJIMUDDIN: Sir* 1 fully realise the # 
gravity of the situation and agree with the movfr of the resolution 
that the situation created is very grave and serious — grave end seriogs 

. # • » 
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in two ways. First of all the lives of hundred or more people are 
at stake and then there is the question of very serious consequences in 
the country as a whofe: (Hear, hear). I would like the House to 
realise the gravity of the situation because they, I think, should 
decide what procedure should be followed in meeting this situation. 
The question before the House is whether Government should yield 
to the demand from Andamans convicts that unless their grievances are 
settled they will keep up the hunger strike and put an end to their lives. 
Therefore the point for consideration is whether this House wants the 
Government to surrender or the other way— for the people of Bengal 
and the members ot this House to declare that this is a proposition which 
no responsible Government can accept; further they should not coun- 
tenance the attitude taken up by the hunger strikers, and they should 
malPc an appeal to them that this is not the way in which any Govern- 
ment should be approached. Everything will depend on the attitude 
of the people^of Bengal. If these pool mislead people think that they 
are going to receive countenance and BUppdfct *|fom the people of Bengal 
and from the members of this House in the* attitude that they have 
taken then I am airuid there is every likelihood of their continuing their 
hunger strike. If, on the other hand, it is made clear to them that what 
they have ^lonc is not right, the attitude they have taken is not correct 
and they should not expect any sympathy, and at the same time if an 
ili “" 1 * ma< l f ‘ lo people to give up their hunger strike then there 

**y likelihood that tin* lives of these people would be saved. 

.uuld not like to tell the House why Government cannot accept 
•lands that have been made. The question of merit of the demand 
arise at all* li h « question of principle and it is a fuuda- 
priuciple that no Government can yield to threat; because "if 
" v «*r\ foundation find structure of Governing will crumble 

,s : if any hod \ comes forward and says “unless my demands 
’1 shall go on hunger strike and allow myself to be killed,” 

Hiient cannot \ield. 

• u cite an) number of cases and situations that may arise which 
..ke it obvious to anyone who wants to judge this question with- 
1 prejudice and in a fair and impartial manner that the proposi- 
at has been put forwatd cannot be accepted by any Government, 
ng to-day that those people who are not— I accept the word only 
■ ”puc|Hw * of this motion — political prisoners, supposing 50 
) prisoners who have taken part in gang dacoities, have eona- 
liiurdejs and tortured or violated women— supposing such 50 
, rs come utul .vsa\ that “unless we are released immediately an d 

we are put to Divisions I and 11 we are going on hunger utrike 
.ve up ouf.liTOs.” Are Government going to give in? It is not 
;”>sition which this House can accept. 
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Then let me put another aspect of the question. It has been asserted 
by some that a distinction and a differentiation should be made between 
the cases of people who have committed murdef, who hove committed 
daooities and who have committed acts of violence because they have 
done them fiom patriotic motives as distinct from those who committed 
them from base motives. I would like to put before the House that 
murders have beei^ committed for reasons more sacred than that of 
patriotism. There are people who have given their lives because they 
have believed in their religion, in their faith amV in their Prophet. 
Supposing to-day if anyone of them has committed murder ou the 
ground that his Prophet has been defamed would his life be spared. 

Supposing Uiere are people belonging to both communities ( Voices 

from the Opposition Benches: Their case is different.) (('lies of 
“Don’t interrupt him* from the other side.) ® 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There will he no order if there is such interrup- 
tion when the Hon'bfe \J.Whder speaks. It is t lie duty outlie members 
to draw in v attention to any offending remark and 1 think the Speaker 
is fully cognisant of Ins duty. It will create a pandemonium if 
members on one side try to interrupt the Hoii’ble Mitt inter when he is 
speaking and there is again counter-interruption from the pther side. 

1 hope there will not be Mich unseemly conduct any more I am speak- 
ing to both sides 

The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 will put before the 
Il^use the cases of both Hindus and Muslims who have been guilty of 
rioting, who have been guilty in certain cases of murder, who have 
been guillv o( oilier serious offences in their belief*foi thc;r loligion: 
[of example detestation* of cow-killing or protest against music 
before mosque w these people are now hi imprisonment. Does the 
House accept the proposition that because^ these people have gone on 
hunger strike and demand immediate release that (lovernment should 
give in? I put it to the Hot*c that the proposition t hut has been 
placed Jiefore Government is an impossible proposition No Govern- 
ment ean accept a threat of this kind. It goes against the very funtlfl* 
mental principle of good Government (A voter: We have no in- 

formation as to what is the proposition.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: V on cannot intervene in the midst of u debate 
unless you want to raise a point pf orcler. 

(A Muhammadan member raised a p&nt of onler in Bengali, as to 
the hypothetical nature of the Hon'ble Minister’s arguments.) 

• » 

Mr. iPEAKCR: i have understood your poinj of # order. 1 am 
afraid vou have totally misunderstood the Hon ble Minister. He is 
developing his argument by saying could he do (his or could he # do that.* 
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I think that in a fair statement. He has put a concrete case and I 
think he is entitled to put a hypothetical case just as my friends on the 
other side referred to* certain hypothetical cases. 

The Hoit'bl# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Now, I should like to 
draw the attention of the House to the fact that to-day there is a 
demand from the Andaman prisoners that they should be repatriated, 
that all detenus should be released and that political prisoners should 
be released and fof certain other concessions. Supposing Government 
were to concede anyone of those demands; supposing for argument’s 
sake that these Andaman prisoners would be brought hack to Bengal. 

<Mr. TULftl CHANDRA C08WAMI : That is all we want. 

The Hon’tle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not going into 
the merits of the question : but into the fundamental principle involved 
in this demand. Once the Government concede the question of re- 
patriation, it is likely that the next demand will be after they have 
befit brought back that they should be released. Supposing to-morrow 
a large number of detenus go on hunger strike and demand that they 
v**pnld be released immediately what would be the position of Govern- 

Government of t his province will become impossible if things 

.iiuo in this manner; in fairnessMo all 1 think it i« only right and 
-r that once for all Government, make it clear that they are not 
_ to surrender threats of hunger strike, 1 am sure that other people 
not make any such attempt. 

"here is another method by* which hungef strike can be prevented, 
is by the members of this House and the public a* large making 
•ar to the strikers that'it is against the fundamental principle of 
inment to go on hunger strike to seek redress of their grievances. 

• -t me tell you one of the points raised by the honourable mover 
. he speaker that followed him that is why were these people sent 
ndamaus and were they sent there as a penal measure. I am afraid 
- absolutely incorrect. The majority of the first batch of prisoners 
were sent to Andamans were sent there because of deliberate act** 
»eir own. They made the lives of the jail authorities extremely 
ult*, they * violated orders, they assaulted warders, sent information 
messages outside ; and we have got reports to show that they were 
that time directing the terrorist movement from the 
.4 Detention lUmp (Question). Therefore in view of these things 
>n view of tbe grave situation at that time Government decided to 
: these pebpletto Andamans. (A voice: What about tbe second 
n?) • 



AD J OFRNMENT MOTION. 


1M7] 


v!7? 


Tlw Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Let me tell you who 
are the prisoners now lodged in Andaman Jails. No one convicted of 
sedition is there. Mostly, practically all of them, have been convicted 
of murder, attempted murder, dacoity with murder and people 
possessing dangerous weapons, such as, revolvers and bombs or things 
like that or people waging war against the King, that is, those people 
who took part in ,the Chittagong Armoury ltuid. It is very easy to 
appeal to the emotional side of this House. Hut this House should 
remember that they are t lie people who have committed murders, who 
have made many women widows, who have made children orphans; 
and the people whom they have murdered are not confined to any 
particular community but Europeans, Hindus and Moslems, and tbe 
Indians have been larger in number than the Europeans. Some of the 
people fcho have been killed had absolutely nothing to do with %ny 
official duty whatsoever. I may remind the House about an incident in 
the II ill i station raid. There one of the raiders shot on# indigent peon 
dead: that man Wift quite innocent. That murdered A also in the 
Andamans now. These are the people who are in the Andamans and 
not those who have been convicted of sedition or political offence. 
People who h«\e been convicted of gruve offences and sentenced to five 
years’ imprisonment and upwards, they are in the Audamuns. I *am 
sure the House will remember that it were the acts of these people that 
compelled (lovernment to send them to the Andamans. 


So far as the treatment of the# prisoner* in Andamans is concerned, 
during years and up to now Jihose questions are dealt with by 

tbe Government of India as Andamans is in their hands The questions 
tor this House to consider is that whether iu view of the hunger strike 
tlje Government of Bengal should bring these prisoners back, 1 have 
made it abundantly clear thal it is m»t* possible for any Government to 
accede to any^d^mand while the hunger strike continues. 

# The mover of this motion referred to various complaints about food 
and other things The question of placing prisoners in Divisions I, 

11 and III does not affect meielv the prisoners nt the Andamans but 
also the prisoners in Bengal: As a mattet of fart so far an the Andaman 
prisoners are conceTiffed the ^responsibility was entirely with the Gov- 
ernment of India and so far as the prisoners in the various Bengal 
jails are concerned the responsibility lies with the Govern men t of 
Bengal. I have taken over chargi^ of the Jails only very recently. 
These are questions which can J>e gone into later gn *nd» 1 bin quite 
willing when the hunger strike is over^nd the session of the Assembly 
is over to go into these questions and see whether provision can be made 
for improving the condition of jail life in Bengal* # 

Mr. SJMTOSH ♦fUMAR Ba'sU : By that tide the prisoners 
will die ! 

12 
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Tht Hon'ble Khwaja Sir HAUMUODIN: There is one other thing 
that I would like the Rouse to Ignow. \ Originally, I had intended that 
I would announce our policy regarding detenus when the detenu 
question would be taken up here. But in view of the circumstances and 
in order to show the trend of Government’s policy I am prepared to 
state only a portion of our detenu policy in connexion with prisoners 
detained under Regulation III of 1818— 

(At this time the Hon’ble Minister reached the time-limit, but was 
allowed 2 minutes continue his speech.) 

— prisoners detained under Regulation III of 1818 and detenus outside 
Bengal. Government have already arrived at the decision to bring per- 
sons detained under Regulation III of 1818 and detenus outride Bengal 
back to Bengal as soon as arrangements can be made for them. So far 
as tile question of the Andamans is concerned there can be no Question 
of consideration of their repatriation during hunger strike. After the 
detenus and Regulation III prisoners have been brought from outside 
into Bengal, and if the conditions are favourable and if Government 
co-operation and support from the public in creating an atmosphere of 
good will and peace (A voice: Too many ‘ifs\), so that there is no 
danger of any recrudescence of trouble, or if Government feel that 
they are in a position to take action whenever trouble arises, then and 
I ?*♦**• only will Government be prepared to consider the question of 

1 „»ug the Andaman prisoners back to Bengal. Now, Sir, I would 

an appeal to the House. If th^re is going to be any loss of life, 

I .»i< that that responsibility will lie on those who encouraged and 
d hopes in the minds ot those who have gond on hunger strike^. 

* huI course is to make it clear to them thut this is nut a question 
any Government tan uccept, and they should accordingly be 
•o give up the hunger strike, arid it i > then only that hunger 
A'ill end. 

. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Then, you are their greatest 
tors! 

this stage both Mr. Tulsi Cnaran Ooswami and Mr. Syamaprasad 
.• iee rose to speak. ] 

— - - SPEAKER: Mr. Tulsi Charan Ooswami. 

* 

— - SYAMAPRASAO MOOKERJFE: Will you please allow me, 

-peak after Mr. Goswaihi replies ? 

— - SPEAKER: My difficulty is that there has already been a 
• Tor cloaurewfrom one side of the House, ’but I have not taken 

e of that as 1 think that I ought to give an opportunity to 
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that auction of the- House which has not spoken at all. So, ia fairness 
I should allow Mr. Syamaprasarf Moofcerjee to speak* and after that 
Mr. Tulsi Charan Goswami if he wants to give his reply. 


A member from the landlords’ benches: Sir, on behalf of the 
landlord*? I want to speak — 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: That depends upon the attitude of the House. 
If after these two members have spoken a closure 4s again demanded 
then I am helpless. 

"Mr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 would 
not have taken part in to-day’s discussion if the statement which the 
Hoa'ble the Home Minister has made on behalf of Government had been 
satisfactory. Sir, I believe there has been some confusion of ideas on 
the part of the lion 'hie the Home Minister, which, I agree, might be 
due to the fact, whidli lie himself has acknowledged, that he has had 
time only for the lust four months to go deeply into questions of the 
character which are now' under the consideration of the House. In the 
first place, Sir, let me make it clear that the question before the House 
is not the character of the offences which the people who are ijow* in the 
Andamans Islands were originally charged with or convicted of. That 
is the first question which the llon’ble the Home Minister and the 
members of the House have got to lemcmher. The question, Sir, is one 
of policy. I agree with the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nozimuddin that the 
qqpstion is fine of fundamental policy* and the principal policy is: 
'‘Should the Andamans continue to be a penal settlement now and in 
future P’* That is the principal question, Sir, 1 hew one member say- 
ings “Htfi, ha”; ft came, Hir, from, the burojH*an Benches, and, I shall 
have someth iug£to say in reply to that “Hu, ha,” by taking my facts 
and figures from 5he country to which that gentleman Ixdongs. Now, 
J$fr, the question is about this transportation business, wdiethcr prisoners 
who haw been convicted slioub^ 1 m* sent out of their motherland to a 
place li^e the Andaman* oi to similar other places to serve out their 
sentences. The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nnzimuddin 1ms laid down a 
fundamental principle. The fundamental principle is that them* men 
had no buisness to hold a pistol at the head of the Government and 
demand redress of their grievance** on the threat of going on hunger 
strike it such grievances were not redressed. Sir, in fairness to all 1 had 
expected Sir Nar.imuddin to stute^all fhe fact* beforo^tlm Hyusf. Sir, 
what are the facts that we have ho far been able to gather Y The facts 
are the following: On the 20th of July MW, it appear* that a petition 
containing their grievances was forwarded to the f roper authorities. 
That was apparently sent through tju* proper channel, and l«?t this point 
be clearly understood* by all member* of tbi* House. • may or may 
not agree with their view-point, but what is the procedure they adopted?* 



18d ADJOURNMENT MOTION. [4th Abo., 

They appealed to the Government of ^ India ; the Government of India 
sent back their reply that they were not prpared to listen to their 
grievances, and it is only after that that they had resorted to hunger 
strike. What else, I ask, could they have done? They are not living 
in a place where public opinion can make its influence fcdt upon inci- 
dents taking place inside the jail. Something is happening; according 
to the inmates, something serious is happening, and they want redress. 
They have other grievances which they want to be attended to. Redress 
is denied to them, "fend as a result they resort to hunger strike. With 
what object do they take this serious step? With the object of drawing 
the attention of the people of India to the state of affairs existing in the 
Andamans Settlement and also to matters vitally affeMing their 
interests. That 5s the first question. Sir, which I would ask the Hon’ble 
Khw r aju Sir Jtazimuddin to bear in mind. The next question is, what 
attitude should the Government of Bengal take up in a situation like 
this? Their, responsibility is tremendous for it is they who sent these 
prisoners to the Andamans. It may be that Government cannot comply 
with all the grievances contained in their representation, there may be 
reasons for that which are best known to members of Government. The 
Ilon’ble Sir Nnzimuddin says that the only thing that can be done now 
is for the- leaders of public opinion to ad\ise them to give up their 
huMcer-strike. (Two non-official Muhammadan members were now 
ged in conversation with the Ilon’ble the Chief Minister and the 
• • ide the Home Minister.) Sir, <*» would like to have the undivided 
: ion of the members of the Treasury Bench, if possible. The 
"b tin* Home Minister says that leaders of public opinion should 
. these pci sons to give up the hunger-strike That was, <>f course. 
..} suggestion -made by the Government, but what would happen 
that? Acumling to the- Hon’ble the Home Minister their life 

• be safe, but what about the duty and responsibility of Govern- 

Would the lb m’ble the Home Minister say tnat if the hunger- 
were withdrawn. Government would consider the matter on hs 
>y (Tries of “Yes, yes” from the Treasury Bench.) But where 
•r declaration of policy to the effect? The Ilon’ble IjoImhit 
-. er says* “Of course": I do not know on whose authority he 
‘hat that will be done? (The llon’ble Mr. H. S. Si’iirau aKdy : 
‘V ill see.) 

was listening carefully to tha. remarks of the Ilon’ble the Home 
oer, ond T was wondering whether he was going to make any 
lent regarding the general policy as to whether the Andaman® 
■I continue as a penal settlement or not. He has not doue so. It 
V necessary, Sir, in view of the statement which the Hon’ble the 
■ Minister has made that we should drop just for a few brief months 
history. ,Nov. Sir, when were the Andaman*- Islands started as a 
settlement? It was in the year 1789 through the influence of the 

• nment of Bengal, as it then was, that one Captain Blair was asked 
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to establish a penal colony in the Andamans. Two years later this pro- 
posal was dropped, but was revived during the Indian Mutiny as a 
penal settlement. Then, Sir, I find, — I do not know if the Ilon’ble the 
Home Minister has considered this aspect of the matter carefully — that 
in 1921 ther$ was a definite announcement of policy made on behalf of 
the Government of India by t he then Home Member, Sir William 
Vincent. It appears that Sir Reginald Craddock, who was then in the 
Home Department of the Government of India, was specially sent out to 
the Andamans to submit a report. The report caqie and the report 
formed part of the deliberations of the Indian legislative Assembly. 

I have got here th^ee quotations from the speech of the Hon hie the 
Home MemJ>er, a European and not an Indian, but who had the courage 
of his conviction to say that this settlement must be olmttdoned by the 

Government <»f India. (Cries of “Hear, hear .) Sir, what is *the 

decision which was pronounced on behalf of the Government of India by 
Sir William Vincent ? These are the words. Sir. I would ask the 
Ilon’ble Khaaja Sit* Nazimuddin, t ho first Indian Hon# Minister in 
the Government ot Bengal, to jxindei oxer these words: 1 he 

decision that the time has noxx come to end this penal settlement 

altogether has been taken.” That, Sir, was the pronouncement 
which was made a- earls a- Ht’Jl on the floor of the Indian 

Legislative Assembly. Even Sir William Vincent was 'apparently 
prepared to distinguish between oidinarx offenders and political offenders, 
because hi- next sentence was a- fallows: “We have issued orders that 
all politic al prisoners and women should be immediately returned to 
their respective p?o\ii»ce#.” Sir, th» contusion which the Hon hie 
lvhwaia Sir Nazimuddin, without intention, I shall say, has tried to 
create in the minds of tin* members *»f the* Assembly is us it we* are 
d*ma idling that the*e pj^-oners should^be released forthwith. That is 
not our posit tyi. All that xu* *n\ is ih#t tin* Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin, tli# first responsible* Home Minister of the Government of 
4)eugal. should take courage and make an aimmnicemeiit of the* policy 
of Government that the Andaman* are going to 1 m* abandoned as n penal 
settlement see far as Bengal is concerned Look at the l nite*d Provinces. 
What clid he say yesterday when a similar matter <ome Where the Cnited 
Provinces legislature? What he* -aid is this: We* are* not concerned 
with the offences of these convicts, but wc agree that the Government 
of Indio should be told that these* emmet#, so far a# the Emlcd Pro- 
vince* ore concerned, should be sent back to their provinces, and in 
future no convicts are to Ik* sent to the Andamans so f^; a* # th# United 
Province* are* concerned. (PheeY# frou^ Congress betfthes.) That is not 
a surrender of any fundamental policy or principle by a Provincial Gov- 
ernment. I am looking to the Chief Minister, the Jlon’ble Mr. Foil -til 
Huq. fThe Ilon ble Mr. A. K. Ffxl-ul Huq: Why?) who is regarded 
as the champion of tffe liberty of the people. I wtAibl ftsk him to take 
courage in both hands. We know his difficulty for be referred to tty 
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delicate handling required so far as the I.C.S. officers were concerned, 
and 1 also understand his difficulty ill delicately handling some of his 
colleagues — but let him face the situation manfully. I would repeat 
that the question does not constitute a surrender of any important or 
fundamental policy. I would request the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
to get up and say that so far os the Andamans are concerned it is closed 
for ever for Bengal. All that we suggest is that as a , first step we should 
bring them back to our province. That was the idea in 1921. Nay, 
Sir William Vincent said something more. He said that it was for the 
local Governments to decide whether these convicts should be brought 
and accommodated in the jails of the provinces and he concluded with 
words which bear repetition. These words show how different was the 
outlook of the Government of India — so far as their sympathetic attitude 
w*ar concerned, so fur as their wise statesmanlike policy was concerned, 
so far as their real appreciation of the feelings and sentiments of India 
was concerned. This is how he ended: “The report has caused the 
Government df India the greatest concern” and further, “We hope that 
in a few years this blot on the British administration would tie removed. 
Sir, that wus a statement publicly and openly made by Sir William 
Vincent in 1921. 

"]vet us forget the terrorists for the time being, let us forget the nature 
«>i iheir offences for the time being, let us ask ourselves whether we are 
; ’ . ured to justify the poliiy of sending convicts hundreds and 
■“•mils of miles away from their home to a place where the Govern - 
concerned has no control. Something, Sir, must have happened 
• 1921. I find that after 1921 whenever questions were raised in the 
dative Assembly the reply wqs given that they were still consider- 
ed would takeVmie time before reaching a final decision. Then 

* we come, Sir, to 19JM when Sir Henry Craik made a definite 
..♦‘lit that the Settlement must continue, for there was overcrowd- 

* jails in some of the provinces and further, there were the terrorist^, 
IVugnl Sir, the question is that at one time at any rate the 

' < n men t of India was satisfied on a report obtained not from any 

•Misihle person but from a further Home Meinl»er from the Govern- 
or India that this Settlement should be abandoned. 

■ w. Sir, I shall turn to my European friends. What about a settle- 
•ike this in their own country? Is it known in England? I get 
•ly from any members but I have got the figures here and I have 
::ie facts which throw a flood of light on how history* has progressed, 
find that the United States of America were first utilised for the 
. c of sending convicts from England. Then, Sir, came Australia. 

* later derided in Parliament that these persons must not he sent 
England and arrangements had to he made for the purpose of 
g them ifV England. Sir, I liave got the facts which throw 
-ting sidelight to show how this matter had developed in their 
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country. In fact. Sir, in 1837 — 100 years ago — the policy of transporta- 
tion of British convicts outside the shores of England was abandoned 
and now we are sitting- in the year 1937 and there is serious opposition 
from Britishers, on grounds which I fail to discover, to a proposal why 
such a settlement should not disappear so far os Indians ore concerned. 

Sir, ’hunger strike is a serious matter 

Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: But what is the reason for 
hunger strike? * 

Mr. 8JTAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: It is not because 

Mr. Suhrawardy has become a Minister. What is the reason? Does 
not Mr? Suhrawardy know that hunger strike is due to the principal 
fact that the Andamans has to l>e abandoned as a penal settlement of 
this country. 

Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: MV do not accept that propo- 
sition. 

Mr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Let u» a« the 

J,<*t the Government of Hengal *r**< “I* u>“ ! •'*“>' ,lia ' ,,u> l* 0 ""' ■‘•’ttlement 
will he withdrawn, that the Government of Mental i« going to do what 
the I'nited I'rovim es Minietera h.ve done and let u.i aee if hunger strike 
continues tlieieafter. 

Hon’M. Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HI|Q: 1 ’be analogy of United Pro- 
vinces does not hold good. 

• • • 

Mr. 8YAlftw>RA8AO MOOKERJEE; Yes, x yes. Nothing holds 
•good so far as Mr. l'uzlul II uq is concerned. 

Now, Sir, so far as my European friend* are concerned, 1 shall 
fipecia|ly appeal to them to support us,on this oc casion. Sir, the question 
is one of humanity: the question is not what the nature of the offence* 
has been. Sir. it should not be forgotten that so far as Great Britain 
is concerned legislation after legislation has been put on the Statute Book 
during the last one century for the purpose of looking at the prisoners’ 
problem from a humanitarian point of view with a desire to reclaim 
them for the benefit of society. Wh/should not that j»oty yj>e generous- 
ly and whole-heartedly followed in India also? 

Let us concentrate on the main issue. If after the fullest considera- 
tion at the materials before the Government they *£y # penal settlement 
must continue in Atamans, them Sir, the* responsibility for arriving 
at such a decision should rest with the GoreromenV Kbwaja Sir 
Nazhnuddin said that so far as these prisoner* were concerned, if *nf 
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of them low* hi* life the responsibility would rest on persons who 
excited them to take such step but let him at cooler moments consider 
as to who is goading them to take such a fatal step not the people but 
the Government. 

Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Those who ca]] these 
prisoners patriots and heroes goad them to take such a step. 

Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister 
says that the responsibility rests on those who call them patriots and 
heroes. Let us not quarrel about words. Let us not call them patriots 
and heroes: call them convicts but treat them as human ^beings and 
bring them hack to their country. 

0 

Mr. SPEAKER: In view of the fact that this is the second time 
that the member is persisting in moving a closure motion I am pre- 
pared to consider it. I will now a-k Mr. Goswamt to give a reply and 
after that Sir Nazimuddin. If aftei that the gentleman still persists 
I shall have to put the motion 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as Mr. Fazlul 
lluq has ttfken the responsibility of running the administration of this 
. ...... . nrt . wuui to hear him on this subject. 

::r. TUL8I CHANDRA 008 W AM I : Mr Speaker, when the 
*de Minister retreated to a <■< ign of vantage in ordei that he mmtyt 
« onveoieiitL deliver a statement to the House I felt that some 
pronouncement vva-* to be expected Instead, I found during the 
' minutes that he addressed us that he* only stressed one*poinl, 

. that the Andaman prisoners arc convicts, they* arc terrorists, 
•re criminals. Why have sympathy with them?" I felt also that 
dd make our point clear, — that it was not sympathy for crime 
.lakes us stand up for them but it is, as my honourable friend 
vamaproJHul Mookerjee so eloquently said, the question of hjnmane 
.cut for the prisoners. I said earlier in the afternoon and I 

• it — it is necessary to repeat because apparently the Home 
*1 *er did not listen to me — that when a sentence is awarded, when 

convict people, it is not necessary for t he executive, and it is 
•Hit for them, to enhance such sentences by additional severities 
. Andamans. This quest ioA was not answered by the Home 
•*r, though I think thnVrhe should have answered it. In the 
..mas the local conditions are so bad that persons have been 

* to resort to, hunger .strike. This is not the first time, the first 
• strike as I pointed out earlier this afternoon, this is the third 
*■ strike in 5 or G years’ time. So the local conditions in the 
•♦one are also matters that concern us, apart from the question 
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of TOpatriation. You have to make it possible for the convicts to live 
human lives. They are already separated from their homes by 
thousands of miles. 

Then we have been told that we were doing nothing to dissuade^ the 
hunger strikers from going on with the hunger strike. May I bring 
to the notice of the Hon hie Minister that there was a proposal to 
Government to allqpr either our leader Mr. Sarat Bose or my honourable 
friend Mr. J. C. Gupta to have a frank talk with one of the hunger 
strikers, Mr. Bhupal Bose, who had been brought dpwn to Calcutta for 
medical treatment. That offer was rejected. The Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committee has passed a resolution asking the hunger striker 
to desist fnom continuing their hunger strike. It is not that w© on 
this side of the House and those whom we represent are lacking in 
any feefing of humanity ! We do not want to make u stunt of fliis 
hunger strike. We are deeply conscious of a grave situation in the 
Andamans and of the prospect of the loss of life there. 

Then, Sir, as regards repatriation and the policy of coercion, as the 
Home Minister puts it, the Ministers of the United Provinces Govern- 
ment have decided that all the United Provinces prisoners should be 
returned to theii home province. 1 do not think that the Government 
of the United Provinces are entirely devoid of a *011 s© of responsibility, 
a sense of the peril that might follow an\ course of action which they 
might dci ide to take. As regards coercion, what about amnesties? 
Were not ihe British GoverninenfScoinpelled to grunt general ainuesty 
in the veai 1021 in India? There must be coercion somewhere, some- 
times. I do not think because these people have gone on hunger strike 
they should be further penalised. They have been repeatedly asking 
for redress of local grievances they have not been ^‘dressed and I* btive 
not heltrd one word from tbe Home nistei which indicates that lie 
has reall\ giv^R p serious thought to the question: In fact his speech 
betrayed one tiling, that he has very little information regarding 
hunger strike, otherwise he would hove given it to us. I am very 
sorry to say this on the floor ef this House, hatever the fate may 
be of Hie division on my motion, wi* on this side of the House will 
indicate that at least this section of the House feels strongly about it; 
it will also show up those who may choose to oppose it. 


Tt» Hon’bl# Khwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, may I first draw 
tbe attention of the House to a statement of Mr. Syatnap^saj]! Mnokerjee 
and state tbat the petition that* was submitted to tfie Government of 
India on the 20th July contained a threat to hunger strike and was 
not merely asking for redress of grievances, the Government of India 
naturally refused to consider tb$t petition. Sir, tbe cases of other 
provinces have been cited. So far only the United provinces Prime 
Minister has indicated tbat he proposes to ask for repatriation and 
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perhaps Bihar may do the same, but I would like to place before this 
Home that the conditions in Bihar and the United Provinces and 
Bengal are quit** diffe»ent. The United Provinces have got five people 
in the Andamans: they were all convicted of offences outside the United 
Provinces whereas the total number of hunger strikers is 187 out of 
which 156 are from Bengal and out of 72 who have struck work 68 are 
from Bengal. The terrorist problem in Bengal is quite different from 
that in the other provinces *of India. No other province, I think, had 
an incident like the Chittagong armoury raid. So it is futile to com- 
pare Bengal with other provinces. If to-day our problem was the same 
as the United Provinces, there would have been no difficulty in saving 
“Yes, we would release them.” But the condition of Bergal is quite 
different. Then, Sir, I should like to state, with reference to Mr. Kyama- 
prfisad Mooker jee’s observations which contained facts and figures, 
that he has unfortunately forgotten that the conditions prevailing in 
tlu* Andaman* in 1921 are not the same as those prevailing there since 
19d2. Si 1106*1921 a large area ha* been reclaimed, the health of the 
place has been improved. May I read to you a note that I have in my 
possession — ( S k v k h a i. voids: Why don’t you go there.) 


Mr. SPEAKER. Order, order. I would request lion hie members 

lo s, ‘ ow impatience I found that when the member* of the 

. >sitio» spoke there was absolutely uninterrupted silence on this 
Otherwise tlm situation will' heroine intolerable. I appeal to 
. i lend* on the Opposition tojie good enough to hear patiently when 
ide is speaking, *o t hat any acrimonious debate will he avoided. 

T,l « Hon’bli Khwaja Sir PAZIMUDDIN: The hon’ble nwver of 
motion asks for fact*, i^ir, let me give him some •facts. A grant 
- 200 was given for a* library for the prisoner* who are allowed 
*♦*( t their bonk* ami we know that a large consignment of books 
cut from Mes*rs. Newman A (V and (itirudas Chatterji and 
A grant of IN. 100 was made for a recreation ground to enable 
ri*oners to play football, volley hall and ping pong. There is 
ysienl instructor to instruct the prisoners who may like to take 
*nl exercise. The prisoners have got a room which is fitted with 
ic light. A large number of ordinary prisoners volunteer to go 
H Andamans and they would not do so if the condition and the 
..te ‘had bn*!^ anything but satisfactory or inimical to the people 
-engnl. Two prisoners, namely, Rahindra Nath Bauerji and 
>er, I)r, Taranath Bhattacherji, petitioned to Government to be 
the AndauTans. But they could not be sent there as thev are 
.on B prisoners who cannot be sent as colonists. The Settlement 
mproved a .great deal since 1920 when it was visited by the Indian 
- Committee. 
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Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANER41E. May I riw on a point of 
information ? May I know whose report is the Hon’ble Howe Minister 
reading from? 


Thi Hoifble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, these are state- 
ments of fart which have rome to the knowledge of Government. 

Now, Sir, I may again state that as long as the question of hunger 
strike is not there ami when there is no question interpretation that 
it is a concession made for hunger strike, Government will l>e prepared 
to sit round a table and have a conference at which the members of 
the Opposition and other members of this House may place before them 
their points of view of the case ami Government are prepared to listen 
to the case that may be put forward on the question of the repatriation 
of the prisoners to Bengal But I want to make it perfectly clear that 
it must be definitely at a time when there can be no question whatsoever 
of any threat of huager strike or the possibility of a th*»at of hunger 

strike or any question of yielding to hunger strike. 

% 

(Several voices: The question may now be put.) 


Mr. SPEAKER S T have been asked to put the motfbn : “The 
question be now put.” Under the rules I have to put it. 

Although in the eailier jmrt cd the discussion 1 did not accept the 
motion hut in view of the discussion we have had 1 have decided to 
ppt the motion. * 

The question before the House is jhut the motion be now put. 

. Tli# motion was theneput and agreed to. 

Then, the Tuition that the business oj the Assembly be adjourned 
jbr discussing a matter of urgent public importance, namely, the 
hunger strike of a large number of iM>Iitir>ul prisoners from Bengal who 
have been lodged in the Anduftiuns Inlands, was put. 

On # the Speaker declaring that the “Noes'' have it, Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal shouted: “The Ayes have it.” 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am sorry that Dr. Sanyal has questioned my 
Authority. He can only call for a Division but he cannot disregard 
my decision, and I expect him tuore than anybody ils£ to* know thif. 
It is not for him to say: “The Ayes Rave it.” • 

Or. MALI MAKtHjk SANYAL; Sir, I yever intended to disregard 
your ruling, but I simply wanted to draw attention to th/Parliametnary 
practice where a member can simply say “Tbe Ayes hav# it** or “Th* 
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Noes have it” instead of calling for a Division. If that is the correct 
procedure in the British Parliament, I only wanted to follow it and 
I had not the slightest intention of questioning your ruling, Sir. lu 
Parliament a member may call for a Division by saying “The Ayes 
have it”, when the speaker says “The Noes have it.” 


Mr. SPEAKER: I have nothing further to say except that if my 
friend, Dr. Sanyal r had so sweetly said what lie has said now, there 
would have been no occasion for this. 


The motion being put, a Division was taken with th« following 
result: — 


AYE8. 


A Mai Haiti, Khan Bakaivr lyai. 

AMal NaklM, MaaiV?. 

AMal WafeM, Maalvl. 

AM HtMata larkar, Maalvl. 0 
AMI rani, Mr. M«. 

AMI QaaMM, Maalvl. 

Ackaryya Okaaikary, Makaraja lashl Kaata at 
Mfcktagavka, MyaMaaJagk. 

Att.fc All, Mr. ’ 


Ahmed Khan, Mr. lyai. 

A'- -Sin AkaiM, Mr. 

a Mr. P. 

Mr. Praaiatka Natk. 

L. ... Mr. tlkaatk. 

- sir. latya Prlya. 

Mr. Maaaraajaa. 

AaM Ujfiaa Praia*. 

- .M Mtlatfra Natk. 

" taataak Kaaiar. 

-- -•* Dr. RaMatfa OMMra. 

-»r. Raalk Lai. 

.1 r . laraaira Natk. 

‘~ r ty, NaM Narvaira Narayan. 
• * - Mr. Jattaira Natk. 

- - —akyay, NaM HarlpaRa. 

. . ...a Makiai Okaaira. 

-a RaRkaaatk. 

-<*, NaM K MftM ra Natk. 

- a, Dr. 4, M. 

. la, Mr. Narvaira Natk. 

DMrvMra Natk. 

••• *•». N a r vai r a . 

- - - -i. Mkaaaar. 

pta, mm Mira. 

” - -'vvataar, Mr. Mkarvata. 

HaRaa, Naal. 

•«i. Atal krlakaa. 

’ "n AkMVR, Mr. 


•aaivv, Mr. I. A. 

SaiwaaU, Mr. Talar Okaatfra. 
•apta, Mr. tafwk Okaaira. 
•■pta, Mr. 4. N. 

Hataa All Okvwikary, Mr. tyvi. 
Ni«atalafka, Mr. PrakkaRayal. 
ialalatfiia Havkvaiy, Mr. tyvi. 

| KkaMaa, Mr. Dvki Praia*. 

I Kkaa, Mr. Dvkaaira LaH. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Oka Mr a. 

! Kaaia, Mr. NivkltM Natk. 

] Malti, Mr. Nlkaala Rvkari. 

* MaNra, Mr. tanafra Makaa. 
MaJI, AVwatta Kaaiar. 
Malaaitfar, Mrv. Mvataprava. 
Maiaaiiar, Mr. Rlraaira Natk. 
Mai, Mr. Iiarar Cfcaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. Krlakaa Praia*. 
Matlil Naval*, Mr. 

1 Maiai All Akaa Paaai, Maalvl. 

Mvvkvr)##, Mr. Ikyaaiaprau^. 
Makkvr}vt, Mr. N. 

] MakkarR Dr. N. 0. 

Makkvrjl, Dr. t karat GkaMra. 
MatUvk. tiijat Aafcatatk. 

I Mr vtafa AN Dtvraa RaMk, Mr. 

Makkariaa, DNrwtra Narayaa. 
j NasaraBak, Nawakaatfa K. 

Pala, Mr. iarala Praaaaaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kaa ial kr ltkaa . 

Ray, Mr. Kkaa taakar. 

Ray, Mr. Uahari PatL 
Ray. IN. Maaaatka Natk. 

I taayai, Dr. N Ma akaka. 

! laayaL Mr. taaaaka Rakkar. 

Mmk* Ajliai 

RBIRI NHMMMMni MMNIMM* 

1 bau, Mr. A. M. A. 


“•ta, Ma ataa a MR. 
-Art, Maatai 
van, ft*. Nm, 


NOES. 

j ARM Natl Mia, Mr. 

AMal Nakviai. Mr. 

I AMal NaHla Wmaprl, Rl li 
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AM* Mart*. Mr. A. M. 

AM HmM IMk, MaaHI. 

AM datear, Maatvt. 

AM* Ktetr. Mr. 

AM Karim, Mr. 

AM UtM BM«. MdMai. 

AMal Majid, Mr. IN- 
AMU WMA Kina, Mr. 

Abtottfr* Mahnaad, Mr. 

AMar Mfeaiu, KUa Bakalir A. F. M. 

AM RaatbM Mahnaad, Mr. 

AM Raalntd, Maatvt Md. 

AMar Raaf, KMi likik Maatvt I. 

AMar Raaf, Mr. Ibal. 

AMar luak, Maalrl. 

AM Ahatead, Maatvt Md. 

AMar Rata iteatehary, Ktaa Batedar. 

AMI NatM*. Maatvt. 

AMI Natal f, Mr. Ahmad. 

Altai Haaaia daardar, Maalrl. 

Alaal AH. Khaa tabife Haalaaa Kaajalfah. 
AlaH AH Mrtdka, MaaHri. 

Aband Hatala, Mr. 

Altataddl* Aland, Khaa Batedar. 

Aniaallah, Maalrl. 

Amir AH. Maalrl Md. Mia. 

Ar antra* k, Mr. W. L. 

AtbrafaH, Mr. M. 

Aalad Hattala Khaa. Maalrl. 

Atbar All, Maalrl. 

Raaaaraiaa, Mr. H. 0. 

Rarat AN, Mr. Mi. 

Barna, Bah* Pranhari. 

Raraia, Mr. Paainjlt. 

Barwiaa, Baba Uytadra Nath. 

Warm, Baba Uktbaii Marayaa. 

Bratbar, Mr. F. 0. 

RanpbtH, »lr ftaaryt. Kt. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Oaapar Mr. A. i 
AratfttM, Mr. L. M. 

DU, MnaAaakaf ©hater*. 

Da*, Mr. Maanate^* 

Data, BaM DiNMrniilk. 

RAMr. Mr. tfpaadraaath. 

• Farfcatf Ran ihawdbary, Mr. M. 

Fartnrt Baaa Kbaaaai, Bacaai. 

FaMal Ha*, tba Naa’Ma Mr. A. IL 
Fatter Quhr K baa Batedar Maalrl. 

Fabler Rtemaa, Mr. 

Fatfar Ratena Mahtaar, Mr. 

Faryaaaa, Mr. R. N. 

Baaiantar, Mr. K. 0. 

Btaaaddl* Aband Ab aadhar y , Mr. 

Bclaai Aanear Haaalai, Mr. Ateb lyad. 
BrIMtbc, Mr. A. 

Ba r aag . Mr. Paaihar ttafb. 

Mahtbattab. tba Naa’Ma Nani Bated er IL, •* 
B aaaa. 

Naftaaddfea Abaadhary, Maalrl. 

HaadatfMa Aland, Khaa f aMb. 

NaaHMaa, Mr. K. A. 


M— a aa aa naa , Mate* Md. 
Marte n AS KteA, Khaa Batedar. 



Nlrtart, Mr. M. A. F. 

Writ Aland Mia, Mr. 

Iraateal, Mr. M. A. N. 
dalaladdla Ahmad, Khaa Batedar. 

Jaatnaddi* Ahnad, Mr. 
daaib AH Majaatear, Maalrl. 

Kabtraddia Khaa, Khaa taMb. 

Kaaan AS Mira, ItUhali Kawaa dah lyad. 

Mu La ac hit a, Mr. A. I. 

MatnddiA Aland, Dr. 

Malraddla Abaadhary, Maalrl. 

Magatra, Mr. L. T. 

Malta h, MaharalkaMar Uday Abate. 

Mabtahatdta Aland, Khaa Batedar. 

Mateal, Mr. Aairlta Lai. 

Maadal, Mr. Baaka BaterL 
Maadal. Mr. Biral 0 hater a. 

Mateal, Mr. dagat Akatera. 

Maairaddla Akhate, MaalrL 
Maatraanata* lala anhad L Maalaa a Md. * 
MHtt, Mr. A. W. 

Millar, Mr. A. 

Mil nt- Roberta*, Mr. A. t. L. 

Mabtia AH, Mr. Mi. a 

Margaa, Mr. A. 

Matt* m All MaHak, Maalrl. 

Mataainal Nag, Maalrl Md. 

Makaamad Altai. Kha* habik Maalrl lyad. 
Muhammad All, Khaa Batedar. 

Mahammad tbrabim, Maalrl. A 

Mahaatnad lthM*>, Maalrl. a 
Mahammad I trail, Maalrl. 

Mahammad Uddlgat, Dr. tyad. 

Mahammad Aataimaa, Mr. 

MalHtk, lha Naa'Ma Mr, Malui tea Bakary. 

MaHkh, Mr. PaH* Bakary. 

Matkarraf Naaaala, tka Naa’Ma Nawak, Khaa 
* Batedar. 

Mettafatwrai Natiaa, Mr. Syte. 

, Naady. tka Naa'Ma Maharaja Irii Ahaadra, at 
Kaalmteaar. 9 

|aatlnr AH. tba Naa'Ma Maatrl byte. 

Naslnaddta, tba Naa’Ma Kbwaja Mr. 

Ntnma, Mr. T. B. 

Naubddla, Mr. K. 

Patta*, Mr. W. A. 

Framaaik, Mr. Tarlankaraa. 

Raima*. Khaa Bahadar A. M. L. 

RalteL tin Naa’Ma Mr. Frataaaa Oah. 

• Rajiheddla Taraladar, Maahrl. 

Ramlttedta Aland, Mr. 

Raaaar Raima* Khaa, Mr. 

Rata, Mr. d. B. 

Ray, Bate Fatlram. 

Ray. Nw Naa’Ma Mr Bljay *aaad Ma*h, 

Ray, Mr. P ba aa aj ay. 
tadaraddia Aband, Mr. 
b AaAraddla Aband, Naj*. 

•a»m, Mr. A. A. 9 • ’* 

fbaateak, Ad*NaJ Maalaaa Dr. 
barter. Bate Mate aa# daa. 
barter, tba Naa'Ma Mr. NMtel BaaJaa. 
b aa aa aa, Mr. B. M.# 
barajtd I mm, Mr. * 

iNMtflii. Mr. UkaajA 
SteteteR, Mr. , 



m 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


[4nj A cg., 


Ihaawaf Mata, Maateaa. 

Mafia, taN ttshatra IM*. 
n*n, Mr. J. W. «. 

Iftrawcrtr, th* HtaHa Mr. M. I. t 
TaaritsMfa Kkia, Maafvl. 

TaM AIm 4 IhHOirj, Maahrt Mafl. 


W attar Rilaii, Maatvl 
Wwt, Mn. Kttaa. 

Warttnrartfc, Mr. W. §. 

Vara* AM fthaatfhary, Mr. 
Zahar Alatt Okwltanr, Mr. 


The Ayes being 75 and Noes 150, the motion was lost 


Adjournment. 


The Assembly was then adjourned till MO p.m. on Thursday the 
5th August, 1987, ut the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The ^ssehblt met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 5th August, 1937, at 3-30 p.m. 

* 

Present: 


Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. A/.izct Haqite, c.i.e.), 
in the Chai^ eleven Hon’hle Ministers and 22(> members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Appointment of scheduled castes in the Co-operative Department. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness* Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

</) the total number of (I) auditors and *2) Inspectors under* the 
Co-oj>enitive Department of Bengal ; and 
[it) the number of them thut are held In the members of the 
scheduled castes? - 

(6)TDo the Government contemplate leaking up the deficiency, if 
any, in the scheduled castes element in the services under the Co- 
operative Department at the shortly expected appointments in the 
department? 

(<*> Have the Government formulated any policy for giving special 
facility* to the members of the scheduled castes in matter of appoint- 
ments under the Government, particularly in the Co-operative Depart- 
ment? 

MINISTER in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT • (the Hon’ble yir., Mukunda 
Baltary Mulliefc): <«) (*) (I) 241 ‘and (Z\ 84. * 

(ii) (1) 10 and <2) 2. 

(6) Some of these appointments will be reserve,? Jor suitable and 
qualified candidates of»the scheduled caste*. ■ 

(c) The matter is receiving consideration. 
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Ifj ABDUL BARI: How many Muhammadan Inspectors arc 
there in the Co-operative Department? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I must ask 
for notice. 

^^rT^RASIK LAL BI8WA8: With reference to answer (b) how 
many of these appointments will go to the scheduled caste in view of 
the fact that their legitimate share 1ms been ignored so long? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It has not 

yet been settled as to what exact number of appointments will go to 
tlfe scheduled caste candidates. 

VXl tfrT RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: With regard to answer (r) is this 
question receiving the consideration of the whole Government or of 
the department concerned!" 


, The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It is at 

joesent. engaging my attention. 

-tfr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: When will the Government come to 
"al decision in the matter? 


•he Hen’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK : I am sorry 
• niiot say. 

X 

3laulvi ABDUL BARI: Muy I have the number 5i Muhammadan 
•ors and inspectors liere in this Chnmber to-morrow? 

r he Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA bEHARY MULLICK: I have 
.idy asked for notice of this question. 




Cost of settlement operations In Caibamlhe. 


Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Will the IWble Minister in charge 
•he Revenue Department be pleased to state — 


(i) what is the total amount of cost of the last settlement opera 
tious, which has been assessed upon the people of the 
Geibandha subdivision ; and 

;u) Low much off the same has already been realised? 
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MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hen’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (i) R«. 8.39.661-8. 

(it) R«. 3,95,666-4. 




Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Are the Government not going to realise the 
unrealised portion of the cost ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Certainly not 

* 

yydfrT ABU H08SAIH 8ARKAR: Has there been a rise in price 
of food-stutfs which enabled the Settlement Officers to enhance rents? 

o 

The. Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Within tho Jast 
15 years, first, there was a rise, then a fall uiid then again the prire 
is rising. 

y^daulwi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: What was the average rise 
in price of food-stuffs? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOT PRASAD SINCH ROY: 1 want notice. 

^ftfatllvi ABDUL BARI: What rost was incurred by Government 
in carrying on settlement operations in Guibandha? 

The Hpn’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8ACJ SINCH ROY: Rupees 8,39,601 
fs the cost assessed on the tenants and landlords and the balance of 12$ 
per cent, was paid by Government,. # 

SHAHEDALI :° Is it the intention of Govern ment, pending 
an amendment 4>f the Bengal Tenancy 4 ( 'U to stop further settlement 
# under section 105? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY Ml ASAD SINCH ROY: Certainly, under 
sectidb 105. 


E whw o p wt of rent* under Bengal Tenancy Act 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: w Will the Hon’bhi Mipiatar 
charge of the Revenue Department lij pleased to ky'on'the table 
statement showing — 


ill 


(t) how many cases under section 106, Bengef Tenancy Act, have 
been filed up to date from the subdivision of Gaibandha in / 
the district of Rangpur; . v 

(it) how many of these cases have been decided; * 

13 
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m . 

(Hi) in how many cases enhancement of rents have been decreed ; 
(iv) what is the total amount of enhancement decreed under sections 
7, 30 (b) and 52 of the Bengal Tenancy Act in these cases; 
and 

(v) what are the highest rates at which enhancement has been 
decreed in case of — 

(1) tenures, 

(2) occupancy holdings, respectively? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is in the 
contemplation of Government to amend the Bengal Tenancy Act so as 
to stop the enhancement of rents under section 105, Bengal Tenancy 

Actf 

(<?) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what relief the Government propose to give 
to the tenants against whom enhancement had already been decreed? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) 7,106 


(ii) 1,790. 

1,579. 

- • Enhancement under — 


IN. a. p. 


UJ) Sectiou 7 
(6) Section 39 (M 
(r) Section 52 


0,974 G 9 

2,088 9 1 

486 12 4 

r 


Total ... 9,549 12 2 


*1) 51 per cent, of the total asset, and (2> ftt 2 annas 6 pies per 
\nd 3 annas per rupee in some compromise cases. 

No. 

Strictly shaking, this question does not arise, in view of the 
— gi**en^to ^6), but to avoid misunderstanding, I should make it 
;hat relief is tVing given t** many 1 of the tenants, most of whom 
nants of estates ifnder the C’ourt of Wards. The Court of Ward® 
is to examine individual cases and give relief where justified. 

— . AHMED VlOEAtN: Is it in contemplation to suspend enhance- 
•'em Yi rider section 106 P 
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The Hon’bto Sir BIJOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. Gov- 
eminent propose to take powers in the Bill tp amend the Bengal 
Tenancy Act for suspension of all powers for enhancement under sec- 
tion 105 and under other sections excepting section 52 of tha Bengal 
Tenant Ac£ 


AHMED HOSAIN: What does the Government propose to do 
with regard to the cases already pending Y 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: With regard to 
the pending cases Government also propose to take powers to give 
effect to this suspension with retrospective effect from the date of the 
publication of the Bill and on that basis Government propose to isAie 
Executive instructions to Revenue officers not to try any further case# 

for enhancement under section 105 and under other sections. 

» 


Notice of an adjournment motion. 

Mr. AFTAB ALI S Sir, [ gave notice of un adjournment ttiotion 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have givgn my consent to the matter being 
brought and I am now to decide whether it is in order or not. Will 
Mr. Attah Ali kindly enlighten me mittuo or three points? Eater on 
I* hall consult the Hna’ble the Labour Minister for further elucidation. 
First of all, you have mentioned twee incidents ; on# is the exteruiuent. 
of.Mr^Zaman and the other that of o\*r 200 workers in pursuance of 
two orders un4fr sections 144 and 144 (r)#of the Public Security Act. 

I am not sure as^n which order whs serve*! on Mr. Zaiuun and which 
on the workers. 

Mr.. AFTAB ALI: Mr Z aman liras served with an order under 
section 144 and the worker- with an ordei under section 144 (c) ol the 
Public Security Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That shows that two definite i**ue* are mixed up 
together for the purpose of an adjournment motion 

Mr. AFTAB ALI: I submit that it # ari*es out of the same issue for 
the simple reaeon that so far as we are concerned t^iese two executive 
orders were issued with a view to stopping the legitimate functioning 
of the trade union concerned. Mr. Zaman* being %n affice-bearer of 
the Trade Union of which tbe*e worker* ate members/ T submit botb^ 
these orders point to the same issue. 
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Mr. SPEAkER: But my difficulty has been that the connection 
between Mr. Zaman ai*d the workers is not mentioned in the adjourn- 
ment motion as tabled. Another matter in which I should like to be 
enlightened is that, although the orders were promulgated on the 26th 
of July, an adjournment motion has been brought only to-day. An 
adjournment motion which has the effect of delaying the normal proceed- 
ings of the House should be brought forward as quickly as possible in 
view of its urgent public importance. The incident took place on the 
26th July and the fiouse met on the 29th July and to-day is the 5th of 
August; the matter should have been brought forward long before. ThiB 
has not been done. 

Then as regards the administrative responsibility of Government in 
tht matter, I take it that this is an order under section 144 issued against 
specific person or persons by specific officer or officers under powers vested 
in them by statutory enactment. I should like to know what connection 
this particular act of an officer or officers has with the administrative 
responsibility or policy of the Government. An adjournment motion is 
in the nature of censure motion, and in view of that I would like to be 
satisfied that the action of the officers concerned has some connection 
with the policy of Government or I must be satisfied that there is an 
administrative responsibility of Government apart from the individual 
r’Mcvanees involved. 

The next point is whether Mr. Zapian has filed a revision petition or 
other application before the District Magistrate or any Judicial 

• er. 

Mr. AFTAB AL4: With regard. to the first point, viz., the delay in 
•mg this motion, I submit there were Several other adjoin nment 
.urns and 1 whs waiting for the first opportunity to table mine*. This 
Me first opportunity that i have got. I further submit that in spite 
he delay, the emergent nature of the case still continues. 

With regard to the second point, na'mely, the responsibility of Gov- 
meat in the matter, I fail to see how the executive Government can 

• •4 itself of its responsibility for any action on the part of 
officers which do away with the ordinary rights of certain 

pie and stop the legitimate functioning of a trade union which 
cgistered under the Indian Trade Union Act. I have nothing more 
-id., 


Mr. SPEAKER: Has any petition been filed by Mr. Zaraan? 

e 

Mr. AFT^B ALI: I have no information. What I am primarily 
erned with' is that by such acts the functioning of trade onions will 
>me frapoAsible. 



Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Before you your ruling, 

Hr* Speaker, I should like to have the opinion of the competent person 
on a certain point either Mr. Aftab Ali or the Home Minister or you 
yourself 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not competent to give my opinion in any 
matter.' Perhaps I am the most incompetent person to do so. 
(Laughter.) • 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: I understand 4 hat an order under 
section 144 has been served on Mr. Zaman and an order under the Public 
Security Act on 100 workers. I think these are incidents in connection 
with some executive action and the executive action is one 
and the two incidents mentioned specifically are only Jwn 

separate methods by which that executive action has been 

revealed. If that is so. is it not in order to say that the 

adjournment motion is with a view to raise one definity matter, vix., 

the executive action of the executive officers of that place. 

The second question is whether it is a fact that till yesterday these 
labourers concerned were waiting upon the Ifon’ble the Lalxiur Minister 
and that the Labour Minister whs pleased to assure them that he wpuld 
withdraw the order under the Public Security Act forthwith. Since 
there has been no withdrawal even after that assurance, I submit, that 
although the incidents actually happened on the 2f>th July this is jwrlmps 
the first day available to them after the refusal or non-acceptance of the 
submission of the labourers rmu erne^ to bring forward an adjournment 
•notion. 

Th« Hftft’bl* Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : First of all I desire to say 
fhat^hy friend. Dr. Sanyal, has been nfisipfomied with regard to certain 
facts. As e^m%tter of fact, the order upder the Public Security Act 
has been withdrawn. It was withdrawn yesterday in the afternoon. 
There is no matter of urgent public importance so far as that is con- 
cerned. So far as sectioiP 144 is concerned. I submit that 
it is* really in the nature of ’a magisterial order after con- 
sideration of all the facts, and the aggrieved party has the right 
to go to the Sessions Court or the High Court under sections 4'55 and 4d9 
of the Criminal Procedure Code, and he can, if the Magistrate passed 
the order without sufficient reason, have the order withdrawn. More- 
over, this section 144 is not a matter # of urgent public importance. My 
learned friends desire to crititMse the action of th* eleedtive officers. 
They are perfectly at liberty to do so^ but that aught not to form the 
subject matter for the adjournment of the House. 

RM HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHUBI: I submit that previously 4 

no such distinction was observed between the action 'of the executive 

. • • 
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officer and that of the executive Government. So far as that is con- 
cerned, I think*ihe point should be decided by the precedents that have 
been observed, in the past. 

Mr* AFTAB ALI; In view of the statement by the Labour Minister 
that one of the orders has been withdrawn, my submission is that the gun 
Ihut was double-barrelled has ceased firing from one barrel but the 
other is still active, namely, that the order on Mr. Zaman prohibiting 
him from going to his constituency and attending to certain pending 
cases which require his personal attention, is still in force . 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : On a point of order, Sir. 
My learned friend is really dealing with the merits of the case. A 
judicial order was passed by the Magistrate after Mr. Zaman was given 
an opportunity of showing cause against that order under section 144. 
These are all in the judgment, and 1 rather think that it ought not to be 
raised in this blouse. j 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have very carefully considered this matter. The 
language which Mr. Aftab Ali has used in the adjournment motion has 
the effect of restricting it to certain definite matters. If the language 
were that 'all these orders had the effect of gagging the trade uniop 
ir ~ ment the position would have been quite different, and I could quite 

’ "4«nd that that would affect the question of public policy. Again 

1 . tiiculty is that so far as the incident is concerned, it occurred on 
"th of .luly. Mr. Aftab Ali says that in the intervening time there 
several other adjournment motions. I do not think there is any 
tence in any Parliamentary proceedings that simply because there 
other adjournment motions, moved, that should be a ground for 
-inging another matter of urgent public importance I hope, the 
’•er will realise my point of view ami also realise the difficulty on 
.rt in accepting an adjournment motion after 10 days of the actual 
•*nt. I have very carefully gone through the rulings on this point 
' find that when such a matter was brought in the House of Commons 
•' seven days, it wns ruled that the matter should have been brought 
. before the House. 

** second point is that in view of the statement made by the Hon’ble 
!er, half the importance of thi* motion is gone and the other half 
”ns Mr. Zaman personally who has been served with a notice under 
• u 144. In this connection ilso Mr. Aftab Ali has not all the 
nation at his disposal. An v way, the motion reduces itself to this, 
that the business of the Assembly do adjourn to dis- 

a definite matter of urgent public importance, via., the 

of exterument on Mr. Zaman under section 144. 

of all < its ‘verbiage it means that an order tinder sec- 

144 on a single individual, will bring within the purview 
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of an adjournment motion. An adjournment motion'^ a single indivi- 
dual incident, apart from question of policy, howevefr aggrieved the 
gentleman might.be and however strong the cas* might be in his favour, 
can never be brought in and I feel that the normal proceedings of the 
House will be too frequently disturbed if it was so. I think therefore 
that I should not be correct as Hie custodian of the rights and privileges 
of this House if I decide that this motion is in order, particularly because 
the normal proceedings of the House should not be disturbed unneces- 
sarily. Members have assembled here to discuss the general policy of 
the Budget and before 1 restrict that right and suspend that activity 
I must satisfy myself that this is a definite matter of such urgent public 
importance as the Rules and Standing Orders permit for the adjourn- 
ment of tfie House. I have my full sympathy with him and 1 am sorry 
that a Member of this House has fallen in a circumstance of this na^re. 
But that is another matter. Again the question of the Trade Union 
Movement now brought in, is not in the motion and the adjournment 
motion, couched asjt is in its language, is not in order* 


General Discussion on Budget. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I listened with religious 

attention ami reverent admiration to the wonderful speech read out by 
the Ilon'ble the Finance Minister in presenting his Budget to us. Sir, 

I am not at this stage referring Oithei to the method or to the manner 
of the presentation of that Budget. I will not refer at this stage to 
sthe financial literature which the Fniance Minister has produced nor 
shall I refer to the cltoice expressions he has used. 1 will ut> this stage 
content myself by making my observations on the Budget itself. 

\fr. Speaker, Sir, I heard Sir George Campbell giving his bene- 
dictions to the #nnnner and the method />f presenting the Budget. I 
do not find Sir George Campbell here in this House this afternoon — his 
deputy is on his chair. Therefore I am not in a position to controvert 
the statement made by him? but I say this, Sir. with tht* utmost 
emphtUis that I can command theft on a memorable occasion when 
Mr. Lloyd George was presenting a similar Budget on an epoch- 
making event. Sir Austen Chamberlain with whose name, I believe, 
Sir George Campbell is fully familiar, made the following observa- 
tions . 

Tht Htn'bl. Mr. H. $. MJHR^WARDY: You" are reading . 
written statement. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Ur. Sahrawardy will not , 
please interrupt m©. # I am just 'reading extracts *fro» a speech from 
Sir Austen Chamberlin: “He delivered in the House of A Commons, 
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•fetched the budget not for one year, but for a series of years. Ho 
sketched in general terms a legislative programme touching upon the 
province of every one jd f his colleagues . 

I believe, Sir, this phase was anticipated by my friend, the Hon’ble 
Minister for Labour. Sir Austen Chamberlain went further and said 
“this is a legislative programme of such magnitude and such com- 
plexity in itself that the question was not for one Parliament but for 
many more parliaments then alive and to be born 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the printed speech which was handed over 
to us, I have made a careful analysis and the whole Budget statement 
is contained only in five pageR. The first four relate to the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister’s self-congratulation about the appointment of 
a popular Ministry. My friend towards my left Dr. Nalinaksho 
Sanya 1 , joined issue with him on that point. I will not refer to that 
point at all in my speech. Let the Hon’ble Finance Minister feel 
the delight of. self-congratulation with a little amount of self-introspec- 
tion; that is wholly his personal aflair. These four or five pages deal 
with the benediction which the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has 
chosen to shower upon those “national heroes the fruits of whose 
labour” he and his colleagues of the Treasury Benches now reap. I 
do not joitf issue with him there too. 

I hen in the next five pages, he gives us a resume of the famous 

V Award and the incalculable" mischief that the Meston Award 

*• ,d in this country. The next five pages deal with the Budget 

’ and with those figures I shall mainly concern myself leaving 

moment the richness of the Finance Minister’s vision for the 
stage of my speech. The last fifteen pages of the Finance 
-ter’s speech deal with the various policies of what he called policies 
Jional reconstruction. Mr. Speaker, Sir, let us \mderstand for a 
mt the prime proposition before the House that the Hon’ble the 
•Me© Minister has presented us with a surplus Budget. The surplus 
!i his Budget discloses is a considerable amount of Its. -34 lakhs. 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister started under auspicious circum- 
. »*s, due to no merit in the Budget proposals before us, but due to 

• instances over which lie could not possibly have had any control. 

h* Hon’bto Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No fault. 

X 

PRAMATUA NATH RANERJEE: The tlon’ble Mr. Suhra- 
dv* makes his iuterjectiou : he is always in the habit of making 

• jections from *he Treasury Bench. He says that it is not the 

of the Finaiice Minister. I will not attribute any fault to any 
‘ ’•« Ministers. The Hofi’ble the Finance Minister will live to hear 

• • the verdict of this House and the verdict of this country will be. 
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Kr. Speaker, as I was telling yon just now, the Hon’ble 4be> 
Finance Minister started under auspicious circumstances due to the 
Niemeyer Report.* The revised Budget estimate for the year which 
has just gone by discloses an opening balance of Rs. 41 lakhs and due 
to the Niemeyer Report the present year started with an opening balance 
of Rs. 91 lakhs. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has got the not 
inconsiderable sun^ of Rs. 45 lakhs out of the additional jute export 
duty from the Government of India. The debts which the Meston 
Award left as a rich legacy to this province to the extent of Rs. 850 
lakhs have been wiped out and along with the wiping out of this 8J 
crores have also been wiped out deht interest charges to the extent of 
about Rs. 24 lakhs. 

r 

The jHon ble the Finance Minister in his speech told us that due 
to the control which has been given to the Government of Bengal over 
certain deposits the province has gained to the extent of Rs. 18 lakhs. 
Add to this Rs. 6 lakhs ant] half which the Finance Minister expects 
to get from the bountiful Government of India, and f?e has to his 
credit quite a substantial sum to build his Budget on. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, let me at this stage anulyse the points on which 
the Ilon’ble the Finance Minister bases his self-congratult^ion. The 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister analysed the Government of India Act 
and came to the conclusion that under the provisions of the Govern- 
ment of India Act we have acquired four powers. We have acquired 
the power of taxation: we have acquired the power of raising loans: 

have acquired the power of devisiifg ways and means; and we have 
acquired the power of appropriation. Appropriation, as is well known 
to everybody, is the very keynote 8f parliamentary finance. The 
Ilfcn’He the Finance Minister referred* in his speech to appropriation 
in some detail* In his speech he told us that he was not an accountant 
but a responsible popular Minister of Government which must devise 
means with reference to the national reconstruction of two vital 
principles. The first principle's the priority of numerous claims made 
upon fern time and power. The second is the reconstruction of the 
social needs of the province. 

I will not refer to one slight inaccuracy in figures presented by 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister. He is not an accouutant. He says 
that a sum of Rs. 1,70 lakhs has been charged upon the revenues of 
the province. He has circulated if memorandum pjepyetk by his 
department and in Hie red-liook— I like the red col<for of that book — 
be has given the figures under the head “Charged on the revenues of 
the Province.” They will come to a considerable# sum over the one 
which the Finance Minister has presented to us inline Budget. I am 
not a mathematician myself : I have heard a great dejfl from a friend 
on my left and from one honourable member to my, front about 
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knowledge of arithmetic. According to my defective mathematical 
calculation thjs figure comes tip to over two crores of rupees. So that 
over two crores of rupees this Legislative Assembly has no control. 

Then, Sir, we shall consider for a moment what financial position 
has been disclosed in the Budget. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
in his statement has told us that this year there has been ah addition 
of Rs. 60 lakhs on the receipt side. This additional Rs. 60 lakhs is as 
I said before due to fortuitous circumstances over which he had not 
control whatever. < If you look at the figures on the receipt side you 
will find that we have a figure of Rs. 12,59 lakhs and the Finance 
Minister is prepared to spend 11s. 12,21 lakhs. Therefore he is pre- 
pared to spend 80 lakhs more than what was spent last year. And he 
says in his speech and in an appendix affixed to it that increases in 
tffrants made by the Government this year with reference to many 
departments some of which are “beneficent” according to his opinion 
amount to Its. 89 lakh*. Let us for a moment consider and ponder 
over this figure. Last year Government spent Its. 11,91 lakhs. This 
year Government are prepared to spent Rs. 12,21 lakhs. 

At this stage may I once refer to the principle upon which the in- 
cidence of taxation in this country has been levied? The Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister as an “usherer of a new epoch” has not thought 
•” to consider the question of incidence of taxation. 

The main head of revenue with,, which the budget deals is fiist of 
,ute duty , as the red hook itself shows, it covers an oscillating field 
• extent ot Rs. ()0 lakhs. Although the jute duty is yielding j\n 
me ot 2-2d lakhs we may not he equally fortunate in the future. 

• n the 8 other items of Land Revenue, Excise and Stamp, so far as 
1 Revenue is concerned th«# Tlon’ble the Finance Minister says that 

expecting a surplus (lhmghly) of Rs. 6 lakhs pver the collection 
•*4 year. I*ast year the actual collection exceeded the estimates by 
:t Rs. 10 lakhs. Ibis year in my humble opinion the Finance 
•iter's expectations are somewhat mf an optimistic nature. The 
.nee Minister is relying upon»the Excise revenue as one of the main 

• -es of revenue tor this province. I will not dilate upon the ethical 
* *ples underlying this levy — they are “fundamental” in nature as 

Hon blc Khwaja Sir Naximuddin told us yesterday. I will not 
upon those principles of life which are affected by an excise 
..tion or excise revenue. I was reading tlie “Birmingham Post” 
morning mcLsome ingenous writer there maintains that Mahat ma 
IhFa proposal t$> abolish toe excise tax must hove only one effect, 
"ly, to drive the Europeans out of this country. Let not my 
••pean friendq* »n this country be carried away by any fear because 
:evenue from hemp if analysed will show u# roughly about Rs. 28 
"'*• A small sum of about Rs. 54 lakhs is consumed on account of 
.try liquor. I believe my European friends to-day are neither fond 
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of hemp nor of country liquor. Time is fast approaching when due to 
the introduction of provincial autonomy in this country their views 
will assimilate themselves to our demand and •instead of their party 
being drowned in gin and beer will help the prosperity of the country 
by increase^ consumption of hemp and country liquor. 

There is the third head of revenue, namely, Stamp. On account 
of stamp the Ho^’ble the Finance Minister is expecting a surplus 
revenue of Its. II lakhs over last year. That again I submit most 
humbly is an over estimation. 

(Here the member reached his time-limit. ) 


Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANNERJEE: Mr. Speaker, can I have 
five minutes more!' 

(He Vas allowed two minutes to finish his speech.) 

With reference to the expenditure side much has been said and 
more will be said. I have not got the time at my disposal to show that 
the Hon'ble Finance ’Minister's budget constitutes a divergence between 
profession and practice, that it constitutes a budget in which miscel- 
laneous items figure in a most lurid manner. I have not the lime to 
point out that this budget benefits nobod;\ . The nation-building 
departments only consume Us. 29 lakhs of the increased e # \pendifure 
of 89 lakhs. Not only that, it will be my duty to point out at the time 
of the voting on grants that most of these items are being proposed to 
be spent in a manner not at all t# the interest of the nation. To (lie 
Hon ble the Finance Minister I have only one word to say — 

“These are Thy glorious works, 

Parent of good — Thine this universal frame, 
ysolf how wondemus then — Fngpwikable.” 

Mr. SPEBKfR: It will be convenient if the leaders of the 
different groups or their whips will kindly hand over to me the names 
of the speakers of the different groups whom they want to address the 
Hou^e : otherwise, it will l»e difficult to give preference to anyone. If 
they will give me the names I will try* to give them a chance of speaking. 

Mr. R. M. SASSOON: Sir, I should like to warmly congratulate 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, the first business-man to hold such 
an appointment, upon the able manner in which he has 
presented the budget which is now before the House. I consider that 
most of the criticism that has been l#velled against bin* is, unjustified, 
and I also consider that it is an *at tempi to discredit \im and the Gov- 
ernment in the eyes of the House. Sir, I can fin<l no reason for such 
criticisms; the budget is a businesslike budget, ewith no surprises 
in the way of taxation ; and for thi* we should be graceful to the Finance 
Minister and it is of considerable importance to this pjfcvince that we 
can start with a balanced budget which is so essential far ike success* 



304 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[5th Aug., 

• 

of the Constitution. May I, Sir, bring to the close attention of the 
House the remarks of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister wherein he 
has said that it was not within the power of the Proyincial Government 
to adust such factors as currency or tariff which may lever up the level 
of internal prices. 

May I go further, Sir, and point out that in bringing in artificial 
measures to interfere with prices, the Government would be taking 
grave risk, a risk which may suffer us to lose our markets, which if once 
lost, might never be regained. It would be fatal ever to endeavour 
to fix minimum prices. The jute industry is one of supreme importance 
to this province. The total revenue from jute alone is 2\ crores of 
rupees. In case members may not have examined the budget, that, 
Sir, is one-fifth of the whole of the receipts of the Province. It is an 
e^ential factor that the cheap policy which has assisted us in the past 
should be pursued to-day. And if this factor of cheapness is 
foremost in our minds, we may be assured of the continuance 
of such large revenue. The industry to-day has to contend with 
all kinds of competition such as hulk handling and the use • 
of paper bags. Our duty therefore to an industry of such 
importance is to foster and nurse it to the best of our ability 
and in this connection 1 should like to remind Government that 
are partners to the extent of 20 per cent, of the profits of this 
Moliistry without incurring any liability for losses. They will, there- 
• I hope, assist us to secure cohesion. I am glad to know that there 

• provision of 14J lakhs for Debt Conciliation Boards in an attempt 
.i ul with rurul indebtedness, which is probably the fundamental 
■ 'em of this province. Every section of this House will wish to 

• of the sucres# of these Boards, and I hope that the llon’ble the 
.uce Minister will see that they do not dry up the supply of capital 
re agriculturists. I also note that provision has been made for a 

• rways Board, on which the communications of East Bengal may 
rgely depend and I hope that the incidence of taxation will fall 

• • *ly on all classes of users of waterways. In West Bengal. Sir. we 
nne the Daiuodar Canal scheme, to which reference has be$n made 
Me speech, and on the success of this experiment rests the main 
of the malaria-infested areas of Bengal now becoming derelict, 
glad that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister appreciates the neces- 
of husbanding the resources of the province to provide for the 
‘mgent liability of 50 lakhs if the landlords* fee is suddenly 
Meed. J wguld suggest that it the reduction proves to be absolutely 
vssary, it would be easier for the finances of the province if the 
unt of .the transfer fee was shaded by say two points every year 
: *er than all once as I understand it is possible for him to do. 
conclusion, Sir, I again congratulate the Hon’ble the Finance 
•ister for Hhe businesslike budget which he has put before this 
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Mr« 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: May I rise era a point of in- 
formation, Sir? In my experience in one of the old Council# I found 
that member# of Ae Council had the right to reduce or reject votable 
demands. But, may I ask the Hon’hle the Finance Minister whether 
members of this House are entitled to make appropriations out of non- 
votable demands? 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think 1 might make it clear that a point of 
order or a point of information .should be asked on a point which inci- 
dentally arises out of the proceedings of the day. If there is any other 
point, I think it will be convenient to the members of this Houle as 
well us to ntyaelf if they will kindly see me in my chamber and discuss 
the matter. I have not been aide clearly to catch what my friend has 
said, but if he will please write it out then I will try to meet his poiflft. 

Mr. 8URENDR^ NATH BISWAS: If you will ptyjmit me, Sir, 

I can make my point clear immediately now on the floor of the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think Mr. Biswas you hud better give it to me 
in writing. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: May 1 rise on a point of in- 
formation. Sir? Is not the How 'hie the Speaker entitled to extend 
the time for the discussion of the # budget for two or three days? 

* Mr. SPEAKER: .No, I can only exteud my time beyond 7-'l(l p.m. 
That is entirely my affair, but I cun wot extend the # total period already 
ailot^d for this purpo*% by llis Excellency the Governor. 

Mr. SURENbRA NATH BISWAS: May 1 rise on a personal 
explanation, Sir, as you do not seem to have understood my point of 
information? I simply want^l to know whether it is open to us to 
sugge^ a lesser or a greater amount # of money for any item than what 
has already Wen provided in the budget? 

Mr. SPEAKER : No, no, that is entirely out of order in a general 
discussion of the budget. You cannot now discuss any particular or 
specific cut. In the general discussion you must confine yourself only 
to the policy of the budget. As regards specific cuts # on ^wlscy, they 
can be discussed only on cut motions a * 

Mf. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I do nottwani to discuss the 
budget but I want to know whether we have the right to indicate the # 
ways in which the budget should be modi&ed in accordance with the 
wishes of the people? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: As I have already said, at this stage you can 
only make general observations on the budget without suggesting any 
variations in the budget. 

Mahtrajkumtr UDAY CHAND MAHTAB: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
take this opportunity of congratulating the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister on placing a surplus budget before this House. I do not 
think it fair or sportsmanlike to criticise a man when he first starts 
running a new Government, but I feel that I should say this: that much 
of the criticisms that have been levelled at the present popular Govern- 
ment is more or less due to a fault which comes from making large 
promises during election campaigns, and when it comes io facts and 
wjp»n those promises and facts are not the same, it is natural fov people 
to he restless. 

Sir, the m^in criticism that I propose to make js that out of a total 
income of 12i crores of rupees a very small percentage only has been 
set aside for nation-building purposes or for rural welfare or for the 
actual cultivators from whom the main income of Government is derived. 
I would like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
to ilia van inadequate sum which has been provided for the Daniodar 
Many members present here arc aware of the difficulties which 

♦‘sent are taking place in mv district due to the payment of the 

' 1 taxes and due to want of sufficient water to meet the demands of 

griculturists, and I think that the sum which has been provided 
< budget is not adequate to meet the demands. 1 also take thn 
‘unity, as 1 find that my friend the Honble Minister of Irriga- 

* present here too, to say that the tenants and the agricultut ists 
. district pay over half a' lakh of rupees through the Burdwan 
s Pulbandt to Government, but the officers in charge of t he lrri- 
. Department keep the embankments in such a neglected condition 
. ractically every year we have floods which lead to untold hard- 

•«nd miser} . I would, therefore, ? *queat the Hon’ble the Iniua- 
Miuister to meet the demands of keeping the embankments in 
- working condition. 1 would, also, draw the attention of the 
Me M in istei to awake the Irrigation Department from their 
its, so that they might stir out and look at the embankments 

* the rains set in and not after there has been a rise in the river. 

...other pant that I would like to lay before the Hon’ble the 
•’ f, e Minister is that very iSttle money has been provided in the 
. j for ihe prevention of diseases such as malaria, cholera, and 
ulosis. Thojtf* who have gone through statistics will find that 
-•nns provided are quite inadequate to meet the demands of the 
.tee, and with a surplus budget I hope that more money will be 
fed m those directions. 
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Regarding the question of unemployment, I need not remind my 
honcrauftble friend the Finance Minister that he himself in many 
instances has said htfw he has felt for the unemployed youths of Bengal r 
and I hope that by his action he will show that he will do something 
to remove the. question of unemployment in this province. For until 
that is done, I think that the spread of further primary education would 
lead to further unemployment and discontent within the province. 

Sir, before I resume my seat, I may say that I understand that the 
policy of the present Government is — if not immediately — at least* 
gradually, to release the detenus. If that be true, then may I not point 
out that the provision under the head “Police” seems rather exorbitant, 
because it is more or less one-fifth of the total revenue of Bengal? and 
if it be possible for the Government to reduce the expenditure under 
that head* and divert the savings to other heads for improvements im 
the uplift of health and welfare of the cultivators 1 am sure they will 
earn the blessings of the proviuce? Before 1 conclude I must say that 
much of the spade wor^ of the present budget was done by* the present 
Finance Minister’s predecessor Sir .John Woodheud but still I do think 
that we should congratulate our present Finance Minister on the budget 
he has presented us and I hope that lie will be more consistent in his 
actions so that we may trust aud believe the Government that what they 
said during their election campaign will not end in empty promises. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUODIN HA6HEMY: Sir, you have directed 
party leaders to submit names to you with a view that you may ask 
meftibers to speak. May I know whetfier we will have to stand up 
every occasion to catch your eye and tp sit down if it is not in order 
of the Jist submitted by party leaders? 

• * • 

Mr, SPEAKER: Unfortunately that is a penalty which I have to 
suffer from and also you have to suffer from and my difficulty is still 
more increased by the fact that when 1 expected the Whips to give me 
the names of the speakers in ceftaiu order I have been flooded with 
names or individual speakers aud I bnfe nothing to indicate what the 
desires of the different groups and parties are. I will ask that 
excepting those who have already given names the different groups 
will kindly give them in order of priority so that I may call them 
in that order. I propose to sit longer hours than 7-10 if necessary. 

* „ * 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: tir. Sp«gtker, Sir, if was not my 
intention, far less my wish, to participate in the* discussion of the 
Budget for I thought that a discussion at this stage would be useless. 

On second thought, however, I feltthat I should makh one or two 
observations. I have listened with great interest to *tbe •illuminating 
speeches of my honourable colleagues calling attention to ,the ,varioua 
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financial needs. The majority of the criticising seems to have been 
focussed on the inadequacy of funds for primary education. I will 
neither repeat, nor add to, the arguments which *have already been 
advanced in support of the introduction of free and compulsory primary 
education but I will merely place before the House certain statistics 
which will, I hope, argue more effectively the case we advocate. 

During the year 1933-34 Madras spent one crore forty-two lakhs 
and 90 thousand rupees on her primary education : Bombay spent 
one crore 14 lakhs and 89 thousand rupees : Punjab spent 81 lakhs 
3 thousand rupees : the United Provinces, with a population slightly 
less than that of Bengal, spent 77 lakhs and 88 thousand rupees, while 
Bengal with all her intellectual prowess and with a population, which 
is the highest of all these provinces, spent a sum of Rs. 30 lakhs and 
h thousand only. I am sure that the present Ministry is cognisant 
of this state of affairs and we all hope that the next budget will 
provide Sufficient sum of money for primary edumtion for both boys 
and girls. 

Kqually important is the problem of establishing a college and a 
hostel for the Muslim girls. T hope it will be possible to establish 
bcth these institutions before the next budget is presented to this 
H»*use, Knowing our Chief Minister as we do, we do not for a moment 
•*’*'“ht that there will be any lack of tffort on his part to respond to 
wishes in this direction. ^ 

Another crying need requiring immediate attention, is the employ* 

♦ of competent lady doctors to replace the m«*le experts in midwifery 
• lovernment hospitals. For, I may safely assert that 99 per cent. 
'Muslim ladies (if not of the Indian ladie** in general) would prefer 
m as a better alternative to being operated on by«7*\ale doctors in 
rnity or other oases requiring surgieal treatment. The remedy 
not in the development of the so-called modernism in our women- 
~ hut in the employment of competent lady doctors recruited from 
ad if necessary. I hope the Hon’ble Minister concerned will 
'niae this necessity by making the necessary provision on this 
ant, in his next budget. 

•More I resume my seat, may I be permitted to offer my heartiest 
• atulations to the Hon’ble Finance Minister on his being able to 
nt a surplus budget this year. May I be also permitted, Sir, to 
*1 »thaj the Hon’ble Finance Minister in introducing the budget 
tuded his speech with T the most significant Bengali expression 
•de Metaram ” The proof of the pudding, they say. is in the 
.g of it. us hope that the Hon’ble Finance Minister will give 
Meal proof of his patriotic sentiment which is according to Hindu 
option sytafolieed in that word by loosening the stringukif public 
ir favour of our legitimate demands. 
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Mr. PULItt BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, we have seen from the 
fin&nci&l statement of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister that there^is 
a surplus in the budget and as representative^ of the people it is a 
matter of great gratification to us. The money thus saved can well 
be spent on constructive work. The country, it appears, has a bright 
future before it. Sir, this is no doubt a great achievement on the 
part of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister and I feel it my duty to 
congratulate him. 

Sir, I shall conteut myself with a brief discussion of the policy 
which should weigh with Government in dealing with problems touch- 
ing an important section ot the people, viz., the Scheduled Castes of 
Bengal, nugitariug about 10 millious of jieople, that is, one-fifth of 
the total population of the Province. Sir, 1 ahull briefly indicate the 
broad Hues on which the development of these people, whom we hil^e 
the honour of representing in this House, should be undertaken. 
Maximum result may be obtained if we look to their vitul needs und 
provide for them. # Sir, it is well known that these ptuple are pro- 
• verbially poor and steeped in ignorance. So free primary education 
would be a great boon to them and in order to be effective its appli- 
cation must be compulsory. But it is a matter of deep regret that 
though this Act has long been passed, its application ha* yet Been 
withheld. Sir, it should be remembered in this connection that 
democrucy cannot function properly unless and until the electorate can 
take an intelligent interest in the affairs of the legislature. Thi» is 
only possible when education i* widespread even in a rudimentary 
'J* 4>rm. So, Sir, we demand the iuiiffediuto introduction of this Act 
throughout the Provflice. Sir, as children of the soil these people 
have a natural right to have a share ni the administration of the land. 
This^ill not only increase their status *md responsibility but will also 
serve as an efMmragement for further prepress. We therefore demand 
that an adequate percentage should 1* set apart in the services under 
the State for our qualified men. We also demand an adequate repre- 
sentation on the Local Bodies. ,Our local needs can be tackled through 
these bodies and they will also provide ample opportunities for train- 
ing in the art of self-government. 

We also demand an adequate representation in the constitution of 
the universities and employment of our qualified men in the services 
under their control. Sufficient stipends and scholarships should also 
be provided for our deserving boys ftr education in tl* Pgovftio* and 
also abroad. * # 

Last but not the least, Sir, the laifdlaws of tysngal are causing 
great anxiety to our people. We, at raiyats, have foen hard hit by 
their application. Sir, a drastic 'revision of the Actionary portions 
of the laws is long overdue. 

14 
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I have briefly indicated the broad lines of action. It is now for 
the Cabinet to work out the details. We quite appreciate that the 
task is stupendous. The Council of Ministers Can wety expect reason- 
able time and our willing co-operation in the matter. Sir, we do not 
for a moment hesitate to extend our fullest aupport. and oo-operation 
to the present Ministry in view of the recognition of our*share in the 
Cabinet. We believe that our support and co-operation will always be 
used properly and when the time femes for us to face qai people, we 
can approach them with a clean conscience and place before them a 
brilliant record of < service which any representative of their interests 
can well be proud of. With these few words, Sir, I resume my seat. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I think it will be convenient if we adjourn the 
House now but I propose to sit at 5 o’clock again and at^ I have 
announced I will be prepared to sit up to late hours with a view to 
give opjHirt uni ties to as many speakers as possible. I intend to select 
them from the different groups in the order their names have been 
supplied to me by the Whips. I projiose to call Mr. W. C. Wordsworth 
immediately after adjournment and then Itai Ilareudra Nath Chaudhuri 
from the Congress and then I will go to my right and begin from one 
in each block, and after finishing T will take up individual speakers 
whom I will select. 

*1r« 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, considering im 
'•al disabilities it will not he possible for me to rise on each 
• •on to catch your c\e. 

-«* r , 8PEAKER: I have got njy fullest sympathy for Mr. Hasliemy 
.,s a result of my sympathy I can assure lit in that I w'ouli^ c^ll 
up in proper time. , Tne House now stands adjourned for lo 
oes for prayer. v 


Adjournment. 

\t this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


After Adjournment. 

* M,r « 8P1AKER: Before we proceed with the business I may 
;nt% that- 1 have agreed^ and the Hon’ble Home Minister has 
his consent, to the resolution regarding the release of detenus 
- taken but of turn as the first item on Monday, the 9th August. 

*' r ' NALINA^8HA 8ANYAL: £ir, I rise on a point of order. 
: you, Sir.ltindly enlighten me whether we can obtain any. further 
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information in connection with ceftaiu figures of the budget from any 
officer of the Government departments, because I have some difficulty 
in regard to “Interest/* “Debt Services’ 1 and “Civil Works/* I 
approached the Hon’ble Minister for Land Revenue who was function- 
ing for the Hon’ble finance Minister yesterday and he gave me a chit 
to the Assistant Secretary to get this information from him. The said 
Assistant Secretary was approached and he t<Jd me that he could not 
give me any information until thejfeon’ble Finance Minister gave him 
a direction to do so. I weuld like to be enlightened on this point. 


TIM Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Sir, if Dr. Sunyal 
wants any jnforiuation, he can see me either here in my chamber or 
at my office in Writers’ Buildings and 1 shall be pleased to give him 
all the •information lie requires. 


Dr. NALINAK8NA 8AHYAL: Sir, my position exactly is whether 
I can get the Secretary or the Assistant Secretary to give me any 
information I want. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In view of the fuct that the Uon’ble Finance 
Minister takes the responsibility of giving you all the information you 
require, the question hardly arises for the time being; but if he cannot 
give you all the information you pant him! satisfy you, then you might 
bring the matter again to my nfltice. 

• Mr. W. C. W0RP8 WORTH: Mr. Speaker. Sir, 1 find myself m» 
the unpopular side in this discussum, among tb% minority. 1 think 
ff°°d budget, and J am going to gpend my few minutes in saying 
so. 

It has been Vehemently attacked, sometimes so virulently as to 
suggest that the attack was not so much against the Finance Memhei 
and his budget as against .Nalini Itanjan Sarker. I hope l am 
mistaken. But if I am right it is regrettable. For in a legislature no 
motives should be operative except the desire to promote the public 
welfare. We are engaged in criticizing a budget, and criticism, if 1 
may be pedantic for a moment, implies a recognition of what is good 
and what is bad; it mean* discrimination, a sorting out of the good 
from the bad; it means judgment. And in the judging M a prisoner 
in the dock he is entitled to th^creifit of whatever ja# bessafd to his 
good, even if he is a Finance Minister.® # 

To sum up the accusation* against the Finance Member they amount 
to this* if I may use familiar imagery' : that having a few dozen lakhs, 
to distribute and four months to 'distribute* them ih, hi has failed to 
build up the walla of the New Jerusalem, to pave tie streets with gold. 
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to set them flowing with milk and honey. But why should we take 
as our criterion a distant beautiful vision about which we are not 
agree? How should bo estimate the value of a budget? Should we 
not use our intelligence, remember what was a few months ago and 
think what conditions may be a few months hence, at th§ end of the 
year, in consequence of what we are doing now? 

I would ask the House to put this question to itself. At the end 
of the year, if we pass this budget \ and w$ are going to pass it with 
little modification if? spite of all the attacks that have been made on it) 
will Bengal, eight or ten months from now, be better off, or worse, or 
much the same as it is to-day? Tn this budget there are hundreds of 
proposals, most of them small proposals, but many small breams may 
make a mighty river. 1 think that when this budget is in operation 
in consequence of it there will be enough work to keep all the Services 
busy and at the end of the few months the province will be considerably 
better off. 

For example, we may take the numerous proposals in which the . 
peasant is interested. Something is here for the peasant — 1 do not 
say to increase his prosperity, for prosperity is an exuberant descrip- 
tion of the way in which India treats its peasants. But the peasant 
”•"> be a little less miserable, a little less unhealthy, a little less un- 

fortable than before, perhaps a little more hopeful. There is 

thing here for schools. There will be a few more teachers, a 
•• more pay for some teachers, in consequence there will he a little 
. dignity and respect for them in the community. We always 
!; with respect of teachers, and treat them wi, hout respect. I have 
*,cd in education for many years in India, and I know that there is 
nearly so much respect for them in practice as there is in theory. 

hundred ways there will he some addition to the ■•welfare of this 
'luce as a consequence of what we are doing now. There will be 
. improvement in communications, a little less ignorance, a little 
strength, a little more confidence, hope in many directions and of 
. s kinds. There will he an yicreuse in the social equipment that 
.ieed. 

References have been made in this House this week to the undesir- 
.ty id doiug some of tto things proposed in these books (the budget). 

I say a feif words of my educational faith, which differs from 
♦Rhvug said a few minutes ago. It is briefly this, that 1 have 
r been able to see how ^ grea\ country can base its national 
upon ignotance, no more than I could imagine that it could 
• its national economy upon poverty. For a nation has to be strong 
vigorous to do its work in the world; it must have moral health, 
* ; tual health, physical health. It is the duty of education to do 
.1 it can to promote all these. At a later stage it is the duty of a 
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legislature to do all it can to make the people stronger, economically, 
financially, intellectually, physically, in every way. These are the 
fundamental conditions of a nation’s welfare. * 

So it seems to me after a careful study of this budget that there 
is in it a grt?at vision of our welfare as a whole. Nor should we forget 
this — though I am aware that there is in some quarters a desire that 
it should not be Necessary to remember it — we should uot forget, as 
most speakers have forgotten, that we are # eonsidering the first of a 
series of budgets.* that it is not complete in it^df, that it will be 
one of several, many of them of the same tenor as this. It is not a 
budget that has called attention to itself by loud advertisement, by the 
various devices of publicity tliut are in operation nowadays. It is a 
modest quiet, businesslike, workmanlike budget, and some of us 
admire it greatly. 

There are certain departments of public interest to which 1 turn 
as soon as I receive # a budget. Education comes first ^dlere. on page 
iS(i of this red-book, is a long list of contributions to the welfare of 
education. The Hon'ble the Finance Minister has had a difficult tusk. 
1 have said that he had a few dozen lakhs to distribute ami four months 
in which to distribute them, lie had ten other Ministers to deal with, 
all I am sure unpleasantly importunate, from 20 to 00 departments to 
consider, he had t < » consider the needs of the various classes und cate- 
gories of the people, he had to take account of the ver\ large number 
of obligations that came down to him from the preceding Government, 
he had to set against one another a number of new schemes, judging 
them as fairly as h<* could. Will anyone sav with sincerity that he 
has not made a good use of his opportunity Y # 

• £*>ok at page 81, at tfege 9ti, at page lOtf, look at most pages of this 
red-book, atfd you will find evidence of hi# industry and keenness, of his 
fairness in distiflbuting what he had to distribute between the many 
claimants, of his wide-minded consideration of all the province’s needs. 
He has given grants, extra g^mt*. to our two Universities and found 
some «money for Dr. Tagore’s Sanjiniketan. He 1ms found grants, 
scholarships, equipment for a number of institutions. Those who Mre 
interested in education cannot condemn him for this. They should 
commend. As one interested in Europe*x^f4ucation f I believe that 
our European aud Anglo-Indian schools have* been fairly treated. 
They have by the Government of India Act a statutory rig* t to a certain 
proportion of the total educatymal # grant. I believe#th%< this right 
has been fully recognised in the estiiffa tes beforf us, and I offer the 
Finance Member the due commendation, with the reservation that this 
provision has to tfr calculated according to a formiflp laid down in the 
Act. As I have not finished my -own calculations, •! offer my commen- 
dation with the comment that it will be confirmed on withdrawn at a 
later date. 



214 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[5th Aro*, 


There are many things in the budget, but it is chiefly because of 
the things that are not in it that it has been attacked. c I remember that 
not long ago a distinguished Indian who was acting as the Governor 
of his province told an audience that after studying the Government 
of India Act to find out what was not in it would be sensiole to begin 
again and find out what was in it. Should we not do the same with a 
budget? First of all I would give credit to the Fihance Member for 
all the things he has contrived to put in it. Then we may fairly and 
with decency draw 'his attention to certain things 'that are not in it. 
Among the resolutions of general interest on our agenda paper is one 
that I fear we shall not reach, calling for the full operation of the 
Primary Education Act, under which little has been done.*’ I sympa- 
thize entirely with the move. Indeed i would go further than he 
does. I would say that the Act should be not only made operative 
but efficiently reformed and reconstructed, for there is a danger of the 
continuation yf a great weakness in Bengal. For we have tens of 
thousands of village schools, but they are in general small, inefficient, 
ill-equipped, of precarious life. Unless we are careful the operation 
of the Primary Education Act might he only to replace those tiny, 
inefficient, private schools by equally tiny inefficient public schools, 
With no one any the better. 

• libers have spoken about the necessity of a Waterways Board and 
rk under the Waterways Act. During the past few days we have 
m the newspapers something that we may learn from Assam and 
• here. In Assam they have» begun to experiment with what be 
■all grant in aid doctors in t he rural areas, t In the Central Pro- 
they have a system of village nurses, trained to do simple things, 
.led bv the wife of a Civil Servunt, now (hull) ^ 

I » a* 

HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, despite 
.. imputation of motives to this side of the House under the 
of uon-imputation of motives and despite the impatience 
has been shown on the other side of the few criticisms 
have been levelled against the budget from this side 
ne House, I rise to condemn the budget. I am not 

• f those who are prepared to confuse the budget speech — the 
•ent budget speech — with the budget before us whose only 

• ’(eristic is exiguity and nothing else. Exiguity is writ large on 
If tins is a budget ushering a new era, we confess, we do not 
•*dand when and* how the old passed away. The previous speaker 

ust told us that this is the first of a series of budgets to come. 
Sir, we shudder to think of such a large promise from an 

• study of the Hon 'hie Finance Minister. Sir, what is this budget 
all? If you look at the expenditure side you will see that it is 

repetition budget, a continuation of an old serial, and nothing 
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more. In spite of the fact that the present Finance Minister has not 
been able to make a new hit, be has claimed % certain distinction for 
his budget. What is the point of distinction? It is, as 
has been said, the first budget submitted by Bengal’s first 
responsible Minister of Finance? We do not dispute the 
authorship of the budget or the paternity of it, Sir. What 
we dispute and quarrel with are the exiguous provisions that 
have been made in the budget. We question the allocations, the 
provisions, and not the authorship at all. 1 am qfiite prepared to say 
at the outset that our criticisms are not at all directed against the 
person who is filling the office of the Finance Minister at the present 
time. But* I think we are entitled, perfectly entitled, to level 
criticisms against the Hon 'hie Finance Minister as such whenjie 
is presenting these unfortunate budget demands. 

Sir, it has seldom been the lot of this Legislature — and I have 
spent almost the best part of my life in this Tje^slature— to be 
presented with such an insignificant budget with such an extravagant 
speech. However as the Ilon'ble the Finance Minister has claimed 
that it is the first budget of the first responsible Finance Minister of 
Bengal, may I ask him to state in precise terms in what rgspects*this 
budget differs from those of his predecessors in office? Tn what 
outstanding features this budget is a budget which could not have 
been conceived either by Sir John Kerr, or Sir James Donald, 
Mr. Marr or Sir John Wood head? No, Sir, it is a bureaucratic budget 

in the grain however veneered it maf be with sanctimonious theories. 

• 

Sir, in one respect 1 admit the present Finnnee ^fillister differs from 
lys predecessors and t^^ in his good fortune. The Menton Settle- 
ment to-daj* stands unsettled, — an luywtt lenient to which every 
Finance Membc* from Sir John Kerr downward looked forward not 
only for the expansion of our receipts but also for tbe expansion of 
expenditure on the nation-building departments. The present 
Finance Minister is going to collect 2*2*1 crores more, almost one-sixth 
of th«? total receipts of Bengal, not* us a windfall but as a statutory 
grant. Then, Sir. he looks forward to a share of the income-tax, 
Trade having recovered, he expects better receipts under almost all 
the major heads of revenue. Under head “Excise” lie expects Ks. 3 
lakhs better, probably in the name of Mahatma Gandhi. He expects 
also better receipts under the xnotonwehicle tax as ali^ unde* all the 
other n*w heads of taxation. Y>t, we %re very *orry*to say, there is no 
inclination on his part to share his good fortune tfith the jieople of the 
province. No one,knows> better than the Ilon’hle tl#> Finance Minister 
that Bengal in her worse financial days suffered fbe imposition of 
more than one new tax. Yet, Sir, there is bo hope of «ny diminution 
of the burden of the people. On the contrary, the jftgancQ Ministe^ 
has been pleased to suggest more than once in diis speech* that the 
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quintet of new taxes imposed in 1935 are due for renewal. So we 
must be prepared for another raid even on the poor man's tobacco. 
I must refer also to the starvation of the nation-building departments. 
And what a tremendous and appalling starvation it has been in spite 
of the showers of approbations that were annually pouvcd on the 
framers of the budget by the co-operating members on the other side 
of the House ! Let me cite certain figures, very ’tale-telling figures 
indeed. I am comparing* the budget of 1921-22 with that of 1929-30 
and that of 1929-30 with that of 1937-38. I am showing the progress 
of expenditure under some of the main heads of expenditure only, 
l^et me first of all take, Sir, “General Administration". It will be 

seen that in 1921-22, Rs. 1,12 lakhs was allotted to General Adminis- 

tration and if the General Administration expenditure was^up by 
RE. 24 lakhs between 1921-22 and 1929-30 (because it covered as much 
as Rs. 1,3b lakhs in 1929-30) then* was a further progress of 
Rs. 16,24,000 between 1930 and 1937-38. On the whole there ha® 
been a steady increase uuder “General Administration" of more than 
40 and odd lnkhs of rupees. 

Now take up Police. In 1921*22 Rs. 1,90 lakhs was budgeted under 
“Police." c The Police expenditure was up b\ Rs. 22,07,000 between 
P*' 1 22 and 1929-30. It was then again up by 14*95 lakhs between 

: • *-30 and 1937-38. On the whole Police gained by more than 37 

in these 10 yen is. Undei the h *ad “Administration of Justice’ 4 — 

• er big head of expenditure — the expenditure was 104 lakhs in 
-22, and this year again it U al>out 104 lakhs, i.e., the expenditure 
in® almost the same. Expenditure under mW of these spending 

• tments was evfr substantially down. Eet us now* turn to another 

• cr of the budget und come to Educwl?A, Medical, and Piddle 
*h. Under “Education" '1 erore 20 lakhs was budgeted in the year 
-22. Education was up by 19 lakhs by the next 8 years; it 
.icd the figure of 1 erore 45 lakhs in 1929-30; hut in the following 

• • r s it. was down by 7 lakhs — 1 will npt say 7 lakhs, it was down by 
*1 ,<>5,000, if we deduct “expenditure in England.” Then, Sir, 
take up expenditure under head “Medical." It was 54;65 lakhs 
*21-22; it went up by little over 4 lakhs by 1929-30; but after 
30 it was down by 41 if not by 61 lakhs It it was 54 65 lakhs 
*21-22, 54 45 also has l»een budgeted in the blessed year of 1937218. 
<»s take Medical and Public Health together. 74-11 lakh* was the 
expenditur e r budgeted for them jn 1921-22; it was 97 lakhs in 
-30, but it is now 88*43 thfs year. On the whole, Sir, we see that 
through fair weather or foul, under General Administration, 
if not Administration of Justice, under all these departments 

• viug the machinery of administration there has been a steady 
ase of expenditure; while on the other hand Education, Medical 
Publio Health, if they were up by a few lakhs in the first 8 years, 
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th ey have been down again by a good few lakhs in the second eight 
years. In a nut-8hell the position is, that when the total receipts of 
the province were *10-34 lakhs, the budget undef* “Education** covered 
1219 per cent, of the whole revenue; but, now, Sir, when we are in 
possession of a revenue of about 12$ erores, the Education budget 
covers ohly 10 97 per cent., and of all persons Mr. Wordsworth comes 
forward to congratulate the Hon’ble the Finance Minister on this 
budget! Mr. Wordsworth is also satisfied With t he special grant for 
European Education, well and good; but is Mr. •Wordsworth aware 
that the budget expenditure on European Education in 1921-22 was 
13 *98 lakhs while European Education this year has got 11*02 lakhs 
only? Surely that is a further justification for Mr. Wordsworth's 
congratulating the Finance Minister! Turning to head “Medical" 
we see the expenditure budgeted was 5 28 per cent, of the tofhl 
revenue in 1921-22; now in 1 987-88 it covers only 4*84 per cent, of 
the total revenue. This, Sir, is the sum of the progress attained by 
the nation-building departments during all these sixteeff years, all in 
the name of nation-building of course and in the sacred name of 
"progressive realization of responsible Government” too. 

But our greatest grievance against the Hon’ble Finance Minister, 
Sir, is that in presenting this Budget he has forgotten his Awn Guru; 
I am referring to the memorable speech of the late Dcshbandhu 
Chittaranjan Das made on the very last day of the budget discussion 
in 1924. TTere is what I may lay his last testament. In reply to 
the charge. that he was the high priqpt of destruction he said: “Sir. 
I put a construct ive # suggestion before the Government for the last 
time. Borrow 5 erores at 6 per* rent, i n teres t # and arrange for a 
syikipg-fund at 21 pejJ^ent. With ft croros for nation-building 
purposes yoi^cgn do ajJp^rdeal. Spend J crore on primary education, 
spend 80 lakhs son special Muhammadan Education spend 80 lakhs 

(At this stage the member^ reached the time-limit but was allowed 
two fynutes more to finish.) # 

His proposal was considered by an Indian member of the 
Executive Council of the then Government us nothing better 
than a request for Aladins lamp, but the then finance 
Member, the Hon’ble Mr. Donald, did not take such u stupid view of 
the proposal. He said that the proposal involved a recurring expen* 
diture of 40 lakhs in loan service and where was he^toegeU thfit money 
from? The very next year our present Finance Minister — I mean the 
HonTde Mr. Nalini Ranjan Barker— - himself adopted this proposal as 
his own, and he allowed that it was not a question of ^0 lakhs of rupee* 
but a question of 30 lakhs per* annum, %nd he *waa confident that 
these 30 lakhs could be obtained by way of retrenchment even in the 
days of deficit budget. But alas, what he proposed m thy days ol 
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deficit budget he cannot now contemplate in the days o I surplus! 
(Cries of “Shame” fixpn the Congress benches.) As I have said, Sir, 
our greatest grievance against the Hon’ble Finance Minister is that 
he has forgotten his own Guru, and in forgetting his own Guru he has 
also forgotten himself. 

Then, Sir, there was an observation from the treasury Bench the 
.other day made by the Hon’ble Mr. Fazl-ul Huq requesting our co- 
operation, but in reply to his request for co-operation we can only quote 
two sentences from the late Deshbandhu’s speech : “We are not 
prepared to co-operate where our rights are disregarded and when our 
finances are played with in the manner it has been done^for the last 
1G0 years." And, Sir, we cannot improve on this statement. 

* Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise 
to say <a few words on the budget and the speech of the Ilon’blc finance 
Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: One minute, Khan Bahadur, if you will pardon me. 
I am now going to make it a rule that in view of so many members 
wishing to speak and in view of the very short time remaining, 10 
m:nutes should be allowed to each speaker, and I hope that the front 
i hcs will have a little mercy on the back-benchers and will, there- 

! . not ask for the usual “two minutes more*'. 

r. 

::han Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, before I say a few 

' on the Budget and the speech of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
»»t to bring to tjie notice of the Assembly, and particularly of the 
.! k er, our difficulty in contributing to the q^cussion of the budgit es 
>le. The rule allows a discussion on (lie Judpet as a whole or on 
question of principle involved therein, ft is 'very difficult for 
• era, particularly for those* who are new to the legislature, unlike 
•ust. speaker, a veteran of the old Council, to comment effectively or 
.ily or to offer helpful criticism as has Wen invited by the Hon’ble 
*1 nance Minister. It is this Tact, Sir, which restrained me from 
.*g up on the first day, and there I believe, were many of my friends 
■' ho hesitated to discuss the budget as a whole on that ground. As 
»ter of fact, the budget was presented on the 29th of July and 
sion thereon was invited on the 2nd of August, i.e., after an 
Mil of only three days. I think the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
and nianV nrembers who ^ave been on the District Boards or had 
chairmen, thereof know that under model rules framed by the 
. rnment 6f Bengal 15 days’ clear notice is to be g^ven before discus- 
on the budget is initiated. I do not know, Sir, who is responsible 
he practice thai the budget is ndt to be circulated even when the 
nee Minister would be presenting the budget by his budget speech. 
Wrefo^, fiflly agree with a member on the Congress Bench when he 
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was finding fault with that speech and asking for a ruling from the 
Speaker wither tjie Finance Minister was rig]jt in referring to the 
pages of th« budget without having previously put it in the hands of 
the members, I bave seen the rule on the point. The rule only sajm 
that His Excellency the Governor fixes a date for the presentation of the 
budget and also fixes a date for discussion thereof. But with regard to 
the circulation of fhe budget it is nut the duty of II Excellency the 
Governor, nor is it within his individual discretion, to lay down any 
rule. So, I think tbe Rou ble the Finance Minister ean accommodate 
the members of this Assembly in tins respect. If he wants helpful 
criticism, he should circulate the budget ami his speech at least If) days 
before the budget is actually presented, just according to the rules that 
govern the District Boards in this respect. I have had the advantage of 
a discussion with the Hon’hle the Finance Minister and he is agreeaMFb 
to do so Therefore, I bring it to the notice of the Speaker if he can 
thus help members of this Assembly in studying the budget properly. 
Without a careful stu?ly of the budget it is no use offering ^mnneiits wide 
of the mark and to say that the budget ought to be condemned and that 
the principles of the budget-making have not been billowed. It is true 
(I have some experience of budget-making) that it is easy for the framer 
of the budget to deceive the members if so inclined. It is al»o ensy*for 
members to make sweeping comments saying that the budget does not 
satisfy the demands of the people. So fur as the Hon bio the Finance 
Minister is concerned, as he has #uid in his speech, he has pre| aired 
the budget only in the course* of two mouths. He has taken the wind 
out <>t the sails of his critics by saying that the budget almost follows 
the revised estimates Tor The Ifon'hle the Finance Minister 

ha» not therefore claimed any ingenuity or any originality in framing 
h^ Ffhdget. So it willjM^he proper lor us to say that the Finance 
Minister (tlu^ first aw^Ksihle Finance •Minister in an autonomous 
Bengal) has not l?ecn able to present a budget which will show wonders. 
After all. he is a human being, and it is no fault, if he has not been 
able to do what any other hurngn being would not have been able to do 
in the course of only two months. Tlp*n. again, he bus not been able to 
frame the budget entirely on his own initiative. Ne has had to accom- 
modate the comm it merits of the last legislature; lie has also got to 
accommodate the existing establishment according to ol<? actuals. So 
long as the verdict of this Assembly is not found otherwise, he is in 
duty bound to accommodate all the charges— either charged or uncharged 
— as long as the Establishment is not efrnie away with. r # thyef*re, can- 
not persuade myself to see how the Finance Ministers responsible for 
the excess grant to the Police or in directions which have not been very 
beneficent to the country. 1 am however afraid he lit* drawn comments 
on himself by his own choice. 

His prologue (if I may call it so) has drawn unnecessary comment* 
from the Congress bench to which he oijce belonged. C^mmfcuh^kaee* 
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probably been due to his reference or eulogy to the Congress ideal and 
his tribute to the memory of distinguished patriots and illustrious names 
of the Congress in His introduction or Prologue*. Criticism of the 
Congress group has been provoked, I think, owing to the fact that the 
Congress members regard those names to be monopoly of Congressites to 
the exclusion of others. The fact that Hon’ble Minister of Finance has 
come atmy from the Congress and has taken a real opposite to the 
Congress group on the Treasury Bench has also contributed to “the 
fussilade of criticism” (in the Minister’s own words) of his budget as 
he used to make against the budget of last Governments when in the 
Congress Group. It may also be due to their intolerance of his taking 
share in the Government of the country against the vfishes of the 
Congress. 

I am saying this without any disrespect to the opposition Ivench. As 
a matter of fact the administration of a country cannot be kept right 
without opposition. If there is a prologue in his speech provoking 
comments of the Congress there is also un epilogue, namely, “Barnle 
Mataram” which has provoked some comments from a respectable lady 
member of this House. She lias twitted it by calling it a significant 
Bengali expression and saying that the “taste of pudding is in the 
eating." „She therefore expressed the hope that the Hon’hle Finance 
Minister will give practical proof of his patriotic sentiment symbolising 
•• * expression. This epilogue has ( also provoked subdued comments 
many a Muslim member on this side of the House This epilogue 
•.ufortunately objectionable from Islamic point of view. Tn an 
:al document, namely, budget speech of the Finance Minister the 
•*erty of all communities undey the Government, the use of a ques- 
ahle expression* of a particular community seems to he out of sort 

creates a had precedent. A* 1 

r y*. . 

There an* persons to whom this expression mefcns a sectional or 
aiuitttl rather than a national anthem. Sir, when I refer to this 
>gue I am reminded of t he existence of Ulema group in this Assembly* 

• hose behalf the Hon’hle Member congratulated the Speaker on his 
•ton. To this group this expression is intolerable. Again consider 

• i would happen if a Mussulman Finance Minister next time in his 
get speech uses the expression “Ailah-Ho-Akbar” however good 
•ighi be in itself. Tlie Hon 'Me Finance Minister will please excuse 
.f I have pointed this out to him not in anger but in sincere spirit, 
•pe, he will take it in the spirit in which it has been given. 

Then, Sir, witb regard to the enunciation of the principles on which 
budget stould be based, I should say that the budget speech is marked 

• distinctive feature that it has made the Budget easily* undertsand- 
to members. . But I should also say, had he not enunciated 

'•iples in hie speech, there would have been less comments because 
Opposition bench or the other groups have sought to catch him upon 
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his own principles. And I hope he will excuse me likewise if ou his 
oWn principles I comment a little on his speech now. He has laid down 
the principle that .there are urgent problems in # the country for which 


(At this stage the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) 

• ♦ 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN* Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Hou’ble 
Mr. Nfllini Ranjan Barker has been greeted with condemnation as well 
as praise by the members of the House who have hitherto spoken, I 
for myself do not see any reason why he should not be congratulated. 
W e can ceitfaiuly congratulate him on his good fortune and the high 
privilege he has had of being in a position to present the first budget 
of autonomous Bengal. Not only that, Sir. He has also had the go ml 
fortune of being able to present a surplus budget. Of course, how 
much of the credit of the budget being a surplus one is due to his own 
eftorts is a dijft’erent*matter, but, certainly, he is to be*congratuluted 
on his good fortune. We all know. Sir, that his illustrious predessor. 
Sir John Woodhead during the closing hours of his official career as 
Bengal's last Finance Member under the old regime was groping in 
utter darkness in his attempts to balance the budget. If we # remember 
that we certainly feel that it is a matter of great gratification not only 
on the part of the Hon’hle Minister hut also on the part of the whole 
of Bengal that we have begun witji a surplus budget. Sir, he has been 
adversely criticised mostly because he has treated us with certain 
theories. 1 fully agree with Khan Bahadur Julaluddin Ahmad when 
he said that the Hoifble Minister would have met with less criticism 
had he not indulged in those general theories. Hi* indulgence in these 
(fiswertations h^s given jfl^ie idea thufche is still anxious to ploy with 
theories. (Ine* \vouM"ilJm> thought that ftie days of his courtship were 
over and that it wras now time for him to assume the responsibilities 
of parenthood. It ih therefore not surprising that many of us felt 
disgusted at his awkward advances to his old love Miss Theory. Bui 
he hail probably propounded these theories for the benefit of the new 
members of this House. Many of us are new to this Legislature ami 
we have been given a very good parliamentary treat. ^However. .8ir, 
as regards the condemnation be has received, I think that most of this 
is due to the return of the ( ongress to this Assembly. Bengal is no 
longer the Ministers’ paradise that ^it was during the last regime, 
particularly during the last seven years of the old jegtmei on account 
of the absence of the Congress. Sir, # we welcome the return of the 
Congress to this Assembly. They will no doubt be in the opposition 
and they form a very formidable and powerful opposition, hut to my 
mind the presence of a well-organ ieed and, powerful opposition should * 
always he a source of strength to the Administration. In this view, 
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Sir, I think that the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker, or for the 
matter of that hie other colleagues, — the redoubtable eleven of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq, should learn to receive the thrusts from the 
Congress in a sporting spirit. 

Sir, there are so many things that call for comment that I can 
hardly make up my mind to choose between them because you have 
just now ruled that we should have only ten minutes each and I do not 
disagree with your ruling because there are so many intending 
speakers and there is so little time. The most important thing that 
naturally comes to' myniind is the claim of primary education. The 
Hon’ble Minister should take note of the universal demand that has 
been made on the floor of this House for primary education Some of 
the previous speakers have given very helpful suggestions as to how 
money may be found by resorting to economy measures in certain 
directions. I think those suggestions will be carefully considered by 
Government but to my mind. Sir, if we mean to face realities I feel 
certain that |yy means of these measures of economy it will not he 
possible to make primary education free and compulsory. We may 
save a few lakhs but we should remember the implications of the 
demand for frqe nnd compulsory primary education: it is a question 
of <^ron!s and not of lakhs. If we are really anxious to have tree and 
i oiupulsor'y education, as I hope wc all are, we must resort to either 
* ’rowing or new taxation. The Rural Primary Education Act pro- 

• m for such taxation. The (iovei nnient have not been courageous 
“gh till now to enforce all the provisions of that Act. The principal 
'’tion against enforcing that Act was that we were in the midst of 

• irilde depression. Now , Sir, the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Hanpin 
:.er lias udmitted in his speech that we are at last out of the trough 

-e depression. Therefore there can be jppasou now to hesita.e to 

• ice the provisions of (lie Act. So far as Bengalis concerned, 

' tr as the members of this Assembly who represent tenants are 

**nied. there is a universal demand that the Act should he enforced, 
orimury education he made free and compulsory without taxing the 

• if that is possible that was what Mr. Fazlul Huq promised to do 

• f that is not possible we are all prepared to pay the tax provided 
•*a Act; we won’t wait a day longer and see Government proca'-ti- 
’£ as it Was doing under tiie old regime and coming before us with 

•orv measures and putting off the introduction of free and cotnpul- 
pritnarv education. 

Now, Sir, „ there are certain other things. I am glad that 
Khaitan, whom 1 do not sfce in this House just now. referred the 

* day in his speech to the problem of tuberculosis. That is » very 
j problem in fhis Province. Members of this House probably do 
♦enow that as many as one lakh people die every year of tuberculosis 

♦ here are no less than one million sufferers. Now, it is certainly 
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th* interest of every one, every true eon of Bengal, to eee that adequate 
stops are taken to fight this scourge. But hitherto, I am sorry to say* 
Government has not been able to do anything at all in this direction. 
Now, the direction in which Government can make efforts to fight this 
malady is the adoption of adequate curative and preventive measures. 
First of all ae far as curative measures are concerned if we compare the 
efforts that are being made in Bengal, we see that here we have got 
only 284 beds in sanatoria whereas in England, which is of about the 
same size, there are about 28 thousand bedif Aguin as regards pre- 
ventive efforts — • > • 

(Here the speaker, having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Maulvi Ad. MOZAMMEL HUQ: (The Speaker began addressing 
in Bengali. At the outset he was speaking about the Bengali transla- 
tion of the word “Mr. Speaker” and was giving a dissertation on the 
Bengali synonym for “Speaker” when he was stopped by the Speaker.) 

* :> 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. This literary discussion is wholly 
out of place in this House. I would request Maulvi Mosammel Huq 
to resist the temptation of a discussion which may well 1** mode in it 
Sahitva Parishad. If he wants to speak at all he may go oa with the 
subject under discussion. 

(When Maulvi Md. Mozammei lluq again attempted to define the 
meaning ui “Speaker” and deseflbed it with what he thought to he 
its Bengali, equivalent he was stopped by the Speaker.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. Vhis is not a fflace for either jokes 
of ally discussion whi<h«fl^pt done in a serious mood. I am perfectly 
certain that^If. Mo—Jn!el Huq is not dfiing it in the spirit in which 
he should carry out his functions. 1 would requent him to avoid this 
and coufine his remarks to the budget. 


Mitilvi Md. MOZAMMEL HUQ? continued speaking in Bengali. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS Mr. Speaker, Sir. we have 
just crossed the threshold of a new era in the constitutional history of 
India and for the first time in the annals of Bengal a popular repre- 
sentative of this House has presented our budget, ^t augurs well for 
this Province that we have a surplus of ffhout 40 lajfhs but unfortunately 
in spite of such a sound financial position the budget is conspicuous by 
the absence of an$ special allotment for nation-bulging departments 
as might have been expected of an autonomous a md progressive Gov- 
ernment. The allotment of a lakh and half for the construction of an 
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agricultural institute, at Daulatpur is laudable but the country would 
have appreciated a more substantial provision for free primary educa- 
tion about which we heard so much before and during the elections. 


Sir, of all the Ministrant functions of the State the fight with 
ignorance and poverty, disease and death, and the uplif+ment of the 
condition of the masses are now regarded in every clime and* country 
as the most imperative. We do not find any noti'^e&ble measure for 
either spreading the ligty of knowledge or in reducing to any appre- 
ciable extent the havoc and misery caused by malaria, famine and 
poverty. It is indeed a pity that the Government has not considered 
the desirability of substantially increasing the “per capita” expenditure 
on education of thefr people. If this niggardly expenditure on educa- 
tion is maintained, what hope have we for the salvation of that great 
whhh of agriculturists that form 85 per cent, of the population°$f this 
Province. The additional grants for secondary education might well 
have been allotted for the spread of primary education in rural areas. 

An appalling disparity of national expenditure on education between 
some of the civilised countries of the world and India and the wide 
divergence of the figures of literacy with these countries lead us 
irresistibly to the conclusion that this great nation-building depart- 
ment is Wing sadly neglected. 

The inauguration of the new reforms has ushered in a new regime 
1 the eyes of the whole of Bengal is hopefully focussed to-day on 
House. But 1 must admit. Sir, that many of us are greatly dis- 

• inted in not finding any noticeable reflection of that great and 
.iChtou* change which took place at zero Imuii of March the 31 st 

iis memorable year. * 

! here is no reduction, Sir, .’ii the heav^jNt of administratioif «ild 
•gh there has been an iifcrease in receipt 1 ,* 1'inks Especial effort 
.r John Anderson, no hope has been held out about the repeal of 
* obacco tax. This obnoxious tax which nets 3J lakhs effects those 
*de who are least able to pay. It is a ease of the last straw that 

• ks the camel’s back. After a strenuous day in the field the poor 
vntors have ouly one comfort to look forward to and even that is 

•**f pushed tayond their means by the imposition of this tax. Denied 
M ey are to a satisfactory meal and open as they are to the ravages of 
weather they fain make attempts to find solace in the soothing 
.snee of Dame Nicotine but even that satisfaction is being made 
difficult to obtain. 


* ask you, Sir, ia all seriousness what is a surplus budget worth, 

■ t value con yon set upon it when the vast bulk of our agricultural 

nuiiity are sunk in the most abject poverty, living from hand to 

• «h, leading a precarious existence, unable to bear the stress of hard 
'' and are decimated in thousands and hundreds of thousands in 
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seasons of famine by pestilence and starvation. What hope does this 
budget hold out to whom? I submit. Sir, the cravings of hunger must 
first be appeased fief ore any other matter cun claim attention. 

The Police is taking a heavy slice oft our Revenues and we would 
have welcomed a reduction under this head. I make bold to think, 
Sir, that with the ^improvement in the lot of the masses the need for 
more Police work is bound to diminish. Efforts should have been made 
to cut down expenditure under this head and allotted for measures to 
remove illiteracy or for uplift ment of rural areas/' I assert with all 
the emphasis at my command that with the dessirnitmtion of knowledge 
crime will of itself decrease. A bold experiment of this nature is what 
we expect of a progressive Government. 

Sirf^we realise the difficulties which the present Cabinet had t5 
face in framing ihe budget within such a short time at their diHjmKul 
ami ha\e theiefoie not been able to devote their attention to the 
pressing need* ot the # counin winch, as soon as the\ settle down, they 
will probably take up We hu\e our ropresenl»ti\es in the Cabinet 
of whom great things are expected and on whom we have every con- 
fidence and faith. So we tarn in patience hopefulh and confidently 
expecting a fulfilment of all our desires and demands in go distant 
future. Amen! 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN H&8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, I do not 
feel very much encouraged to speak at the fag end of the debate 
part ieulm ly in the absence of the (fill fan t and noble Leader of the 
Opposition, the Deploy Secretary anil others, more particularly the 

members from flic municipalit ies of the Piosideiief Division. 

• • J Bk 

Si i , 1 fel^ mm jj ^ncou raged to ^*c mv fiiciid Di. Sanyul (n 

initiate the debut* ontne first day ot tins budget discussion and 1 
hoped and very reasonably hoped to gel a lesson from him who it* 
well \ ei M*d in matters of finance and ctonoinv not on 1 y of this poor 
count n of ours but «»t all rt*?»n1neH ot pio-^peiify and peace. Sir, 
Dr. Sifh\ul criticised the budget ulfich ha* been pi canted by the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 1 for myself imiM confess that 1 have 
neither the ability nor experience to ie\ie\v tbe budget of a provincial 
Government i ritually. As a patient and inquisitive student of 
Economics I ought to have a lesson from Dr. Sanyal but to my utter 
disappointment and chagiin 1 found , that liis speech was a Mg’! of a 
school master’s harangue. Instehd ot gyving us substance \e gave us 
rotten eggs. Sir, I exjiecfeil from him a critical estimate of the budget 
so far as it concern^ the primary needs of the country^ Honest criticism 
of a bftdget is always welcome* — criticism from a ntbtive of national 
reconstruction. But I must nav that his speech was fall of personal 
pinpricks and personal jealousies. 

15 
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Again, Sir, I wanted more information from the Leaders of the 
Opposition, hut to my utter surprise I have found none. Of ideals 
they preach, of ideals they say. But, Sir, it will not be out of place 
if I mention something about the administration of the Calcutta 
Corporation, the premier self-governing institution of Bengal, nay 
India. I find to my great joy that the ex-Mayor — the ex-Congress- 
Mayor, is sitting just to my opposite. He will b«%r me out when I 
say thut, the revenue of (lie Calcutta Corporation which may be little 
less than half — '■ 

A voice: Is the honourable member criticising the Corporation 
budget ? 

/ Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I am developing my 
argument and am coming to my point. It may be little less than 
half of the revenue of the provincial Govern wient,, and it may l>e I do 
not know exactly, more than the revenue ot some ot the provincial 
Governments of India. Sir, I was a member of the Budget Committee 
of the Corporation last year. But to my utter surprise I did not find 
the ideals, the Congress ideals, which l)r. Sanyal preached here. I 
u.is surprised to find that they hu\e not provided tor the amelioration 
‘ the condition ol the poor people ot Calcutta. Though after the 

• 'ijan movement of Mahatma Gandhi an assurance was given by 

Calcutta Corporation and tesolulions vveie passed but nothing was 

• r, simply tor the reason, 1 spy, that the administration ot the Cur- 
••‘tion is the administration of the Congress yml it runs unfettered 
: unhampered by any opposition because they have got a majority 
• r e; they have got u clear majority. T^^onditinn of the harjajys 
•* other poor employees of*tlie Calcutta i ration lijn^not yet been 
. roved. But the top-heavy administration is still going on there 
•1 was tafore — 

A VOiOil Sir, lie is still indulging in the criticisms ot the Qprpora- 
.. budget. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 understand your jHiiut. But I am afraid, if a 
niber wants to criticise another group in this House on the ground 

• i the administration of that group with reference to a particular 
'v hr opt' ii ,to the same criticism as that they are making on the 
'get to-dav I cannot rule it out. 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, I leave that point, 
uining for a moment tjiat Dr. Sanyal is there with the portfolio of 
**ance, how. glad I would have been if the Congress could have 
. mod a majority here and could have formed a Congress Cabinet and 
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carried on like the other six provinces of India. But it in not possible 
here for want of proper leadership. For wai^t of proper leadership 
and proper handling of things they have failed in Bengal. I will not 
speak of the Calcutta Corporation. But I think I shall not he out 
of order if*I say hv way of reference to the resolutions passed oil 
the declaration of rights in the Karachi Congress. May I ask the 
honourable Leadet of the Opposition how fur they have been able to 
give effect to that declaration? 1 a«k how Snucli-- -what amount — has 
been set apart for' mass-contact and for labour* improvement. My 
friend Mr. Niharendu Dutta Marumdar is there ami he will hear me 
out when I say that the relation between the Congress and the lulmur 
and airrictiftui ists is not such as it should he. The Congress is tryiug 
to deytyinate labour in their own wav. But that is not my point and 
I confess that it is beside the point. My point is that my friends on tTie 
opposite are labouring under a misapprehension t hat b\ the Govern- 
ment of India Act of ltWo or the Communal Award, Bengal would he 
turned into a Muslim raj. When 1 went through the figures 
of the budget I searched to find whether any fuhulou* figure has 
been set apart for a particular community or communities for 
safeguarding their interests. But to lav utter surprise I find no such 
figure in the budget. And I am now convinced that it if neither a 
Muslim raj nor a Hindu raj hut'it is the same undiluted British raj. 

I cun assure Mr. Wordsworth. wiy> t* unfortunately not in the Chamber 
und who spoke in utter despair ftyit his community was in a hopeless 
miiioriU, that they me not in a minoiity : they are in a majority and 
they will rule this Jfousc ns they are doing outside. To m\ friend 
]>!*. 'Sanya l I may say that he • has made a confusion of issues, 
^rohuhly while crituisi^v the Finance Minister he was thinking of 
free Bcngal # uy*l tree l, *«?fC hut he forje^s that India is still governed 
by the (fovernm^iit*Ttf India Act, Hid 5 — 

(At this stage the member having reached time limit, resumed his 
scat . ) 

Mr. AFTAB ALI: Sir, I will discus* the budget from the point 
of view of labour. I am sorry that I do not see the Minister for 
Ijnlxmr, he i* not in the Treasury Bench. 

In the speech delivered by the Hon’ hie the Finance Minister. 1 
came across a figure of Bs. 28,000 that has lieen provided for the 
constitution of the labour Department, the utility %hi<4i, as he 
says, the House will appreciate. Bug we on the Siabotir side, want 
to tell him in very plain words that we do not appreciate it. At the 
same .time we offer no apology for it. In our vi^w, it is not only a 
reactionary budget, it is not only the *«me °W budget relating thee 
old master's voice tune, but it is almost a*deception-^it is more than 

reactionary. Jt has been presented to us with honey-coated words m 

• • • • • 
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that it may be accepted as it stands. But I can tell you that it ia 
not so. We have hea^d from the different sides of this House and 
■we have just heard from a peasant member what he had to say about 
it. So far as Labour is concerned, we find that on the whole Rs. 28,000 
has Wen provided for it. We find also that out of thitf Rs. 28,000 
Rs. 17,950 has been provided for the reorganization of the 'Labour 
Department and a sum of Its. 10,000 has been provided for welfare 
purjswe. May I ask if itNs proper that in order to spend Rs. 10,000 
for helping the labtur a sum of Rs. 17,950 is required : And what is 
this welfare work, may I ask? I fail to understand any talk of 
welfare work without welfare legislation. If the Cabinet means — if 
the Finance Minister means what he says — then where is the welfare 
legislation? Where is the social legislation? What is the meaning 
of welfare work without social legislation? In our view, if the 
Minister for Finance and his colleagues in the Cabinet really wanted 
fo do anything for Lal>our (hey would have provided more money and 
not the paltry sum of Rs. 10, IKK). We have heard congratulate) is 
after congratulations and T would not hu\c been .surprised if I saw 
flowers brought here foi showering, and we would have joined in 
giving flowers if it had been sent to its funeral into the Ganges 
m*Hr b\ . «As regurds this Rs. 10,000 foi weliate work, out apprehen- 
,.m is that it is just meant to befool the members of this House, 
spend Rs. 10,000 for labour welfqie work you need Rs. 17,950 for 
reoiganisution of the Lnlwmr I)#pai t mont . Now, Sir, I want to 
v from the Labour Minister what is behind all this. 11c is actually 
Commerce Minister — Labour Ministei is only a misnomer. We 
'.he Labour side strongly objifpt to his calling himself Labour 
•••ster alone. Wh do not mind his being called Minister ( for 
..merer and Labour, but we do object t.^> being /-ailed Minister 
Labour. ( 

Then, Sir, we come across the line that a Welfaie Officer will be 
.minted along with other officers. Put with what end in view? 
•e is no welfare legislation, there is no social legislation, there is 
legislation which would give tin* Market* in*uiame Ismefit either 
iekness or for death or for unemployment. This Labour Depart- 
it is our view, is lieing organised to weaken, if not to break, 
organised labour movement of this pru\inee. Who does not know — 
will pretend to play the part ot an innocent babe and say that 
• he past various methods hud "not been used to stop the growth of 
our in this Pfbvinre? Whb will deny that on previous occasions 
Imgey of communism was not repeatedly raised to break the various 
ur organ isatioAs? What is this new move ‘in the name of 
dfare?” Are we to understand tjiat now in this new name of 
Hare,” theri* are going to he more attempts to crush the labour? 
t is our real fear. We do not mind Rs. 10,000 o* more, but if 



1937.] 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


229* 

there is any money to be provided for in the name of welfare work, 
that money must be spent by constituting a Welfare Committee in 
which we from fhc Labour Ride demand adequate representation, so 
that we may know that whether it helps Labour or not. At least we 
shall be ahle to see that the money is not sj>ent against organ i*ed 
labour.* Sir, I will not take more time. Because I cannot speak for 
long, and I can aeither reach the bell nor can the bell reach me! 

Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister \i\* thought it fit to give 
us a warning in bis budget speed 1 as if we \vt#e so many school 
children. He has said: “But may 1 sound a note of warning here 
against the evil of creating disaffection amongst the lalsmrers and 
making tlitUn resort to strikes on slender grounds}'” Since, Sir, the 
Hon’JJc tho Finance Minister has thought it fit to unu ml this note of 
warning, T think T should be failing in my duty towards the organised 
Labour of this province, if I, too, on my part, did not give him a 
counter-warning and say that if Laliour is going to be neglected, as 
i» has l>eeit neglect Jti »ii u »ese years, we will see that tTiis (to\ eminent 
and Cabinet come to an end. (Cries of “Hour, hear,” from the Congress 
launches.) And 1 make myself l»o1d to say that this counter-warning 
will overcome the warning that we have got from the Finance Munster. 

I reserve further comments on the budget on motions tifnt we will 
bring up on I he various items in the budget, and Mould, for the 
present, sit down with one observation. I find that here aie present 
members represent ing the peasants mud landless workers, who are 
anxious for priinan education, hut the Cabinet says “(live us time; 
we are doing this; we uro doing thuf.” 1 consider, Sir, that I owe it 
to myself and other members here ta sound a note of friendly advice— 
pot of warning — that^f this budget is passed, as it iH presented now, 
you will tljen^.ls* told, Vtcive us mnn?*v^ as you ore being told now 
“(jive us time.” # aii<r ftecause they know that the giving of money wili 
lie over with the passing of budget, then, gentlemen, you remain where 
you are. 

Mm MIRA DUTTA GUPTA: ' Mr. S,«-ak.T, Sir .luring (hr Inst 
three days, members have spoken mid expressed their view on different 
aspects of the estimate and in order that 1 may not tire the patience of 
the house I [irojaise to invite your attention to one or two principal 
heads only. 

When I sat down to look in .the budget, m \ first inapuWc ^as to ace 
the provision made therein for female Education bu^to my disappoint- 
ment I found that the proposed ex|w»nditure for female education has 
not bjsen separately shown. It is evidently raefjjed in the bigger 
estimates for colleges, secondary /ehools and primary schools. Higher • 
education of women on modern lines is of* recent development in this 

country and the people are evincing a keen desire for its rapid growth 

• • # * • 
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and expansion. It in not possible, however on a perusal of the present 
budget to judge whether Government is keeping pace with this desire 
of the people for the extension and expansion of University education 
amongst our sisters. During the last few years numerous girls’ schools 
for secondary education have come into existence in the province, many 
of whom have been anxiously waiting for assistance from the Govern- 
ment. * 

With the advent of th£ new Government they had been hoping that 
their expectation vwmld now be fulfilled. But from the Explanatory 
Memorandum on the Budget (page 85), I find that an annual grant-in- 
aid of Rs. 000 to the Uma Girls’ High School at Noakhali is the only 
new grant to girls’ school proposed in the Budget. This im really very 
disappointing. A girls’ school is a costly affair and private resources 
cfin hardly meet all t he costs of a secondary school for girls. 'iSSny of 
these institutions are to my knowledge suffering from great financial 
difficulty. We should have expected that the llon’ble Chief Minister in 
charge of Education would show more generosity i i\ his attitude towards 
the education of our women folk. On page 84 of the Explanatory 
Memorandum 1 find that a sum of its. «i()0 is provided for the creation 
of a post of an additional teacher at the Muslim Female Training School. 
Is n seriously suggested that a teacher drawing a mere pittance of 
R** 80 per month is to train up Muslim Female teachers? When will 
. Government appreciate the necessity of giving adequate emoluments 
'hose who are charged with the mc*0 responsible duty of training up 
iiig men and women? 

The total estimate for Government Art Colleges amounts to Rs. Iff 
list and four thousand whereas only Its. 2 lakhs 88 thousand and 
• undred have been provided for grants non-Government \rfs 
leges. Of the barely d lakhs' tor non-Uot’ernment colleges more than 
“ go to the few Missionary colleges in the province. * The expenditure 
Government Art Colleges has always been characterised in this 
.try as being rather lavish and it seems to me that the time has come 
he Government and the legislature to consider seriously if 
.diou should not be deprovincialised and unofficial ised aifd the 
■ v thus realised distributed amongst the different educational institu- 
iu the country. Government schools and colleges have served their 
sc as models in the early days, but there is no reason why all 
es and schools should not have an equal claim on the public purse. 

-day the education of the province is mainly carried on by private 
•»*s and schools. And the tragedy of the whole thing is that they 
» suffer from want of funds. The few Government institutions, 
* *obably in each district, may safely be transferred to the manage- 
.d the public without much detriment to the interests of education. 
*• *he ministry consult public opinion, specially the opinion of those 
■ -ted* in education on this important matter? 
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The time at my disposal will not enable me to go into any further 
details. But before I leave the item of education I would like to draw 
the attention of the Government to the great difficulties experienced by 
the Hindu and Moslem public due to the want of sufficient accommoda- 
tion for girl students, specially in Calcutta. The facility for higher 
education in* Calcutta attracts many grown up girls to the city. In the 
absence of proper and sufficient hostel accommodation they are driven 
to take shelter in private boarding houses which are neither suitable nor 
safe for them. Unless the question of providing suitable accommodation 
for girl students isMackled immediately a serious situation may soon be 
created which it will be difficult hereafter to control. 

Practiciflly no provision has l>oeu made for the improvement and 
expansion of primary education. The meagre provision of R«. 6,250 
(page Explanatory Notes) for additional recurring grant for the 
establishment of Hi^ primary schools in munic ipal areas shows that no 
serious attention has been driven to this question The ^ill scfieme was 
first initiated about 5 () years ago and the people had been expecting that 
primary education in tliis country would ere long he free and compulsory. 
Progress however was checkc*d within a few' \ears of tile initiation of 
the scheme and there is a feeling that the Government have not Jtept 
the promises they gave to the Municipalities. « 

The eNtremely poor pay of tli# school teachers espec ially of primary 
alined teachers has always been tfie subject of comment in this country. 
It is a shame that a teacher in tins country has to work for it salary of 
Its. 15 Its. 20 pc 4 T month only. Sir, I will remind the Hon 'hie 
Minister that the school teacher ha**nlso got a family to keep and thut 
he has also his problem Dal-lfhai 

• • 

Sir, there is •me*ltem in tl»e Civil Works Budget to which I shall 
now refer, vi/... the sum of Its. 4 lakhs 05 thousand provided for the 
construction of a new* (Vntral Jail at Dum-Dum, and for providing’ 
accommodation for the KasteriP Frontier Rifles (Pages 14 and 15 Estimate 
of Provincial Civil Works). I do*not understand why the provision 
for accommodation for the Eastern Frontier Rifles has been mixed up 
with the provision for construction of the (Vntral Jail and classified 
under the heading ‘Mail and convicts settlements". In any case, I 
think it will he admitted thut the necessity of a Central Jail at Dum- 
Dum does no longer exist. If the wojk has Wn taken up it should now 
be stopped . Sir. will the Hon’hle Minuter tell us wJ>y^hiP expenditure 
it yet necessary. The provision for original civil works under head 
“Education" amounts to Rs. 17,950 and that ouly^for certain works at 
Rantfawati (page 16 Civil Works Budget). The provision under head 
“Medical" is also equally poor. # On the other bant! w^ find that a sum* 
of IU. 60,600 is proposed to be spent for the construction of a residence 
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for the Collector of Rangpur (page 10 Civil Works Budget). 
Rupee* 60,000 can build a palace. I* it not time that we should curtail 
uuch lavish expenditure. 

Sir, I thank you for this opportunity you have given me to speak 
before the House. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY CHOUDHURY: Sir, I congratu- 
late the Hon ’hie the Finance Minister on the surplus budget which he 
placed before us ^ie other day. I congratulate him also on the 
legitimate pride that he lias taken in making his statement as the first 
responsible Minister of finance of this province. 

Bengal had been the most prosperous nuha of the great elnpire of the 
Moguls. It was then regarded tts-ihr granary of India. It was ^pitted 
for its wealth and resources, and ea.sih it became recognised as the 
premier province of the empire. Under British Rule also it became the 
most progressive teiritorv in the a hole eountn. But for over Id years 
after the introduction ot the Montagu-Uhelmaford Reforms, it was 
condemned to a financial settlement which succeeded in reducing this 
Presidency to a most backward area of India. With a larger area and 
vaster population to eater to, Bengal was endowed, under the Most on 
Award, with far smaller financial resources than the Presidencies of 
^•idrns and Bombay. It is no wonder, therefore, that while the rest 
I i.din has developed from progress to progress, Bengal has not onlj' 
n from its old position of prenfiership, hut, absolutely speaking, 

• it has l>eeome backward in the fields of education, public health 
medical relief. 

I'hunks to efforts of His Excel) *nr\ Sir John Anderson and Sir Otto 
Meyer, the province has now been given tup.no, financial relief. ,AVe 
now secured foi our expenses per cent, of the 'proceeds of the 
Export Duty. And it is also a matter of cougrat, M lution to us, Sir, 
our debt to the (Vntral Government has been written off and we 
been given an opportunity to begin our autonomous career with a 
*• slate. lKit although we have reasons for congratulating ourselves 
:.o additional income which we have already secured for our ptfivineo 

• is still no occasion for us to hold up our hands ami rest content 

. the existing resources. It is up to us that we should fight and fight 
for the remaining portion of the proceeds of the Jute Export Duty. 

• . happy to find that the llon'ble the Finance Minister has referred 
e subject in hi* statement. I am sure he will continue to press, 

• has prom if ed, for the whole of the Duty. 

• *nly whan we receive the remainder of the proceeds of the Jute 
..rt Duty our tyiruial income may reach the figure which some of 
provinces with lesser population and lesser territory to serve have 
>Jy enjoyed* for a decade and a half. I believe, Sir, that in case 
normal income is augmented by this method to something over 
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14 crores of rupees a year, we may seriously undertake our nation- 
building work in this province without unnecessary and ad hoe taxes. 
The Minister of Finance has not, of course, held out any hope to us 
that he will find it possible to do without the specific cesses and taxes 
for the de\elopment of specific nation-building projects. But, Sir, 
coming* from the rural areas and representing the rural people as I 
do in this House, J shall fail in my duty if 1 do not point out that the 
imposition of such specific cesses and taxes yill only be the last straw 
on the earners baqk. The people of Bengal, high or low, are already 
subjected to a burden of taxation which they can hardly bear. The 
net proceeds of the Jute Export Duty ure wholly ours by right. 
According Jt^o no canons of justice and equity can any portion of these 
proceeds be claimed by the Government of India. It is, therefore, 
up ttf-thc Finance Minister to demand the remainder of the Duty jpt 
behulf of his Government with all the emphasis and tact of which 
he is capable. 

* 

A Member: Will it not he better, Sir, to take the written speech ns 
read and appended to the Assembly Proceedings Y 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE RAY CHOUDHURY; I hufe no 

doubt about it, Sir, that when this money is received, he may undertake 
the introduction of free and compulsory primary education in this 
province without the imposition of any fresh tax. If our existing 
resources are properly utilized and organized, all nution-lmildiug 
projects n»a\ be undertaken a ithout ^adding afresh to the burden of 
the people. * 

* Demands upon the finance Minister from ttie spending depart- 
ments are %li%ftys considerable. Nor Ts^it in every case possible for 
the custodian ofeotir puise to resist this pressure. But, Sir. alt hough 
1 recognise this difficulty in the position of Hon'hle the Finance 
Minister, I would have 1 h*»*ii glad if lie successfully resisted some of 
the petty demands of the sf ending departments. He tells us that 
practically Sit lakhs of rupees tnord are being spent by the different 
depai tiuents this year than in the financial \ear which closed on the 
d 1st March last. The piecemeal increase in expenditure in different 
department^ has however little lasting effect upon the progress of the 
people. It, in fact, leaves no impress upon the faop of the province. 
We would have been glad if this t large sum of 89 lakhs Jiad been 
devoted to some particular iiatbm-bui^ling purpose^ tf, tor instance, 
this money was spent on establishing a net-work t>f hospitals, it would 
have succeeded iiv removing a long standing grievance of the jieoplo. 
The fton’ble the Finance Minister has again referred to the sum of 
rupees 54 lakhs which is being fcpent every year lor providing extra-* 
ordinary police work in the province. I have no dofibt abjmt it that 
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the Council of Ministers ought to have cut out this arrangement and 
released this huge sum for constructive work in the province. 

The terrorist movement is now as dead as muttofi and the precau- 
tionary arrangements for arresting and undermining this movement 
are no longer necessary. The Council of Ministers ought to have been 
wore hold. It should have taken courage in both hands and broken 
up this special arrangement. If the Ministers were.capable of it and 
if they could accomplish* it outright, their policy would have been 
doubly welcome. It would have been welcome because it would have 
relieved the people in the country-side as well as in the towns from the 
vexatious activities of the great battalion of spies, informers and 
plain-clothes policemen who have been let loose upon oui; population 
for the lust eight years and more. It would also have released half 
a v 'Tore of public money from unproductive expenditure. 

For the establishment of more public health units H lakhs of 
rupees have been provided. I remember, Sir, that these health units 
were the fruif* of the great public health scheme which the late 
Dcshbandhu Chittaranjan Das adumbrated in the Legislative Council 
in HKM. But I am not sure. Sir. if these units, as worked under the 
control and supervision of the District Boards, have really proved 
heljfrul to,,the prevention of epidemics and to the sanitary improve- 

♦ of our country-side. I believe. Sir, that a real enquiry by the 

» niment in this field has now become due. 

• i»ese are the few observations, uMiicli I like to make, Sir, on the 
ioent of Hon’ble the Finance Minister, which is really a very 
lucid and praiseworthy document Before, I resume njy seat, I 
«»tu!ate him again on what he has accomplished under the difficult 
instances in which he had to work. 

.*1 d jour ti mait. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


After Adjournment. 

~r. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Mr. Speaker, I feel no hesitation 
. ver in congratulating the Hon’ble the Finance Minister and his 
Is find colleagues on the labour they have given to the prepara- 
the^wrht^i composition which has been described as the 
_ct speech. In* that composition which was read out to this 
" the Hon'bleethe Finance Minister has really, taken nothing for 
.*d. He ha«e taken for granted neither the intelligence of this 
? nor its information.* He has assumed the role of** coach, — a 
Antioua coach if I may say so — who considers himself responsible 
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lor guiding his pupils, — successfully if possible — through the examine- 
tion for qualifying as critics of the Government. We thank him for 
his solicitude. » • 

Sir, ungracious though it may seem foi the moment, I must 
confess to «a feeling of disappointment when I read that written 
composition at leisure. Tt is full of cheap claptrap and cheaper 
rhetoric, but whea we come to brass tacks, — an expression which the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister has himself use 4 in the written composi- 
tion, — what do we. find? The Finance Minister has appealed to us 
to turn from the familiar methods of agitation and accusation to 
genuine introspection. He has appealed to us to get down to brass 
tacks. Noij, Sir, may I a*k without impertinence, does he believe 
that he himself has set us the example? What else is his written 
comdbsition but a manifesto and an apologia on behalf of the Govern- 
ment ? 1 say. Sir — and 1 sax m> with the utmost respect to the Hon ble 

the Finance Minister — that the budget speech which he has read out 
to the House is rea tty very different from what a budg#t speech ought 
to be. I venture to say. Sir, that a budget speech is and ought to 
be a veiy different tiling altogether. It ought not to be a disserta- 
tion of the kind which has been lead out to us with some pain anil 
difficulty and which has been listened to by us with Job-like patience. 
The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has said that his fast — again 1 
am punting his words— is not of that of a mere accountant in a 
business house. Sir, Feel and G^idstone would have felt proud if they 
had been desciihed as a nation's accountant. Hut Mr. Sarker felt 
proud to give u* an election speed* and I sympathise with him 
because he had postihly no opportunity to make an election sjieech 
before hi* restricted constituency souls! 

• • • * 

Sir, I wilU^iot detain the House witlp an examination of the heads 

of receipts because there is hardly time for that, but I shall attempt 
to analyse for a few minutes the figures of expenditure. And coming 
to the figures of expenditure, I believe that the House will agree with 
me that I am not guilty of *t he slightest exaggeration if I sav that 
it is the same old story of swolleh overhead charges, the same old 
story of swollen police expenditure with no more than mere pitiful 
doles to the nation-building departments. General Administration is 
responsible this year for an excess of pearly 26 lakhs — to he more 
accurate 24 lakhs 8ff thousand — over last year's expenditure. 
The immensity of the increase § will be realised if # it is 
remembered that during the two fuityicial years ]j)8^~Wi # aud 1938-87 
— and I am giving figures to this House — expenditure on General 
Administration bad gone up by nearly 18 UWis so that the total 
increase in this particular head since March 81, 1935*is nearly 41 lakhs. 
Sir, as to tile expenditure on tbe’Police, the expenSituse this year — and* 
if the members bad not the figures before them wojild harder 
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believe me — is estimated at Rs. 2,27,69,000. The expenditure on 
jails and convict settlements claims a figure of Rs. 44,49,000. These 
are the old and venerable features of the old bureaucratic administra- 
tion which is supposed to have yielded to a new order of things on the 
lNt of April, 1937. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister, seeing the 
difficulties in his way and failing to overcome the old and venerable 
features, as I have described them, of the old bureaucratic administra- 
tion, has tried to softeij the dose by expressing the pious hope of 
reduction in a year or two. That pious hope is given expression to 
by him in pages 27* and 28 of his written composition. This is what he 

says: “ and for some time after such release can be effected 

(1 would remind you, Sir, he means the release of political prisoners), 
the additional machinery may still have to be maintained to a certain 
^jpgree to meet the possibility of recrudescence of the terrorist Taiove- 
ment or the appearance of other subversive movements.” This is the 
pious hope he has given expression to. Here again 1 say, Sir, shall 
I he wrong i^ describing it as the old voice — the old master’s voice, 
speaking through the eleven new machines recently installed in this 
Council Chamber? 

JTow, Sir, by way of contrast to the expenditure on General 
Administration and the Police, let me point out the pitiful doles to 
equation. Medical Help and Public Health. Education is given an 
• Monal K«. 3 h lakhs only, Medici* l Help is given an additional 
A lakhs, whereas Public Health is given an additional R<*. 7 
. only. Is it necessary to satisfy this House, is it necessary to 
•mle this House, to believe that these additional grants are utterly 
•Mpiute for the ^purposes for which they have been given or they 
..roposed to be given? Now, Sir, if 1 myy remind you about - tlv* 
for Primary Education, the amount proposed t'u be set apart 
:liis purpose amounts to only Rs. 27 lakhs. In* contrast to that, 
l remind the House about the grunt which the Corporation of 

• «tt,a makes for primary education for the citizens of this city 
after year? The Corporation of Calcutta, it will be remembered 
• n income of less than one-fourth of the income of the ftengal 
. nment; yet the provision made by the Corporation of Calcutta 
•’■i inary education is a sum which is proportionately much higher. 

- l»v no mentis universal primary education because the Corporation 
iot reached that stage — yet for what it does the Corporation 
*s ps. 13 lakhs every year with u revenue which is — I would 
. remiiM the {House — less /ban one-fourth of the revenue of the 
nee of Bengal. * 1 would ask the members to turn to that picture 

• looking at tb* picture presented by the Hou’ble Minister, 

« 

Mien, Sir, i should have expected to see some provision made to 
with the menace of tuberculosis and for the provision of ciimatio 
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sanatoria for this province. In this connection, may I remind this 
House that England, a country which has an area possibly smaller 
than our province! has got over 128, 000 beds fot tuberculosis patients 
in different sanatoria in different counties, whereas poor Bengal has 
got — will yog believe me, Sir, — only 284 beds including 110 beds at 
the Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital. There is not a single climatic 
sanatorium in the#vhole of this province, — it will l>c more accurate to 
say that there was not a single sanitorium in |)ie whole of this province 
until recently. OnQ. sanatorium has, however, been ^recently opened at 
Kurseong in the district of Darjeeling. In this connection I expected 
to hear something about the contribution which the Government of 
Bengal received about three years ago from a public-spirited citizen 
of this city, Mr. Ramkumar Bangur, who contributed Its. 3 lakhs for 
capital expenditure on a climatic sanatorium. Blit, of course, 
regards the menace of tuberculosis and the attempt to dealt with it, 
the budget figure* are practically silent. Now, Sir, I should have 
thought that if of th* increased additional receipts for tips year, which 
according to the Finance Minister are about (it) lakhs, (lie Finance 
Minister and his colleagues had devoted at least half to meet social 
needs, it would have been a faint realization on their part of their 
responsibility to the people of this province. I have alreudv given* the 
additional figure fur Education, the additional figures for Medical 
Help and Public Health. The excuse is, however, forthcoming in 
the wiitten composition, and M'l* 1 conic to “Excise,” may i repeat 
the tnte saying — “To excuse oneself is very often to accuse oneself F” 
The excuse is the plea of want of tunt* 

Sir, if the Ministers jointh wo l severally belonged to political 
^ai^es with eleui-eul policies and cfeaj cut progiammcs, they would not 
have put fnyv^rd thiv plea ot want before this House. Tf they 

really believed t^at*lhey had policies 6-i then own ami a programme 
of then own and if they had been brought together *on the basis of 
common policies and programmes, this jdea of uunt of time would not 
have been put forward befort® this House. As it stunds, the budget 
figure! and the budget speech reveal* no policy, reveul no plan. If the 
Council of M inisteis had a mind of their own, if they felt that they 
bad power at their back, it would not have taken them long to bring 
about a peaceful economic and social (evolution in the province and 
to give indications of it in the budget speech which took more titan u 
hour’s reading the other day. And^ if 1 may, T would like^to show 
what wus possible in other countries. ^ I may poin^oit ft) the House 
the example of M. Leon Blum last year in Entice. The example is 
this: M. Leon Blum put through a economic isolation in France 
withixf the apace of a few weeks. 

* l 

Hm Mon’bg Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: How logs djd it la«tP 
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Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: The Hon’ble the Home Minister 
aaka how long the economic revolution lasted. I may tell him, Sir, that 
ministers may come dnd ministers may go, but economic and social 
revolutions do last and impress themselves upon the lives, the minds 
and the hearts of the people. I would ask Government to follow that 
example. I would ask them to come nearer home and follow the 
constructive programme of the Congress. That constructive programme 
has been laid down in eleven items only by the Working Committee 
of the Congress. J'hey are easy to understand, eqyplly easy to carry 
into execution. Instead of that what do we find ? We find that there is 
no programme either in the bugdet speech or in the figures placed 
before us of any national or provincial reconstruction ii^ any shape. 
It is the same old story of resources being found to be wanting and 
ti^ie same old, old story of want of time. 

I do not know if I have any time left to examine just one item 
and that is the figures on (lie receipt side. Tlys House knows that 
this is a surplus budget for which congratulations should lightly go 
to the predecessor of the Hon ’hie the Finance Minister — Sir John 
Woodhend— and to Sir Otto Nicmeyer; but so far as the individual 
contribution of the Hon'ble Minister is concerned, it amounts to 
this: — and 1 am using his own wonk — there is expected to be an 

•* ***we of lb lakhs in the estimates from Stamps, Excise, and hand 

.onue, and even these items, according to the Finance Minister, 
purely conjectural. May I, Kir,*deal for a moment with the esti- 
‘•s oi Excise 1* This side of Jhe House cannot enter into any com- 
-lise with the policy of making the people dripk more in order that 
"y may he fouyd for nation-'imilding activities. I would remind 
Hon’ble Minister and his colleagues that* whether it is Excise* or 
her it is a question of «fl»e renewal of the Bengali Tobacco Tax, 
:ewal which he has foreshadowed in his written«<M»m position read 
• e this House, this House cannot possibly support either of these 
. ures and so far us the last measure is concerned 1 would remind 
House — f 

* 

\t this stage the member, having reached the time limit, was 
.»ed one minute more to finish). 

•*ay I remind the House that we shall In* no parties to the renewal 

..•y measure of taxation which hits the poorest of the poor, be he 
ndx, JkJosljm or Christian; tee shall be no party to a scheme or 
[adiev whicht'has for its object an increase in the excise revenue 
aking the people drink more. We shall readily agree and readily 
•it to any proposals which disclose not bankruptcy of imagination 
..ukrupte v of ‘statesmanship as the present proposals do, but which 
that thertf is a real ah’d genuine endeavour to put forward before 
province ,a plan of rural reconstruction, a plan of economic 
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^construction, a plan of social reconstruction, which hare been 
forshadowed quite clearly in the programme of Congress. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I call on other speakers 1 am very sorry 
that the time at our disposal is not much. I hope therefore that the 
House Will extend its indulgence to me when I ask the different speakers 
that they should not take up more than five minutes each. 1 propose 
to call the Hon’ble Finance Minister at 7-5;* and to carry on till 8-30 
p.m. In view of what I have said, I hope the nejt few speakers will 
arrange to kindly take only a few minutes to speak on the budget. 

Mr, A. M. A, ZAMAN addressed the Assembly in Bengali. 

* 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, I would like to say a few words flti 
the budget that has been presented to us by tbe Hon’hle tbe Finance 
Minister this year. It is our proud piivilege under the new constitu- 
tion to have our first budget prepared by our own representative ami 
by no other than tbe Hon ble Mr. Nalini llatijaii Karker. No doubt, 
Sir, the task is a difficult one uud l congratulate the Hon'hle Minister 
for tbe trouble he hu> taken in preparing the budget and fon bringing 
this province into its present solvent condition. * m 

Before I enter into a discussion ou the budget I want to say a few 
words about our altitude towards the present Ministry. At the time 
when the Ministry was tormed wc signified our consent t<» give support 
to the present Ministry to woik nu^ this constitution. This support 
is alwa\ ^ available the ground of broad public policy. In short we 
are prepared to co-operate with theffi provided thj*\ do what they are 
4uf$y saying without fear or favour. Uur attitude towards the 

present Mittistfy depends entirely on fit* Ministry following a policy 
of justice and f airplay to the country and to the different communities. 

At the time when the Ministry was formed we reposed a great amount 
of confidence in them. I dq§ not contend for a moment that at the 
present moment they have lost thaj confidence. But 1 feel hound to 
say and say with a grave heart that the form in which tbe budget bus 
been presented to us is not a fair and straightforward attempt on the 
part of the Hon’hle Minister to meet the growing demands and legiti- 
mate grievances of the people. Every rtne, with tbe advent of this 
new constitution, expected that sufficient provision would be made for 
tbe free and compulsory primary education but we ay hypetesslv dis- 
appointed to find that instead of makdffr sufficient pAivision for primary 
education much attention has Wen paid to the fantastic programmes 
of the Calcutta University. No sufficient provisioft has been made for 
technical education to meet the growing needs of a progressive province : * 
no provision has been made to improve the health of dhr young people 
of Bengal who are our future hopes: no provision has bean made ty 
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improve cottage industries. I may say to this House that in my own 
•district of Hooghly chikan and embroidery work was a speciality: at 
one time this chikan Work used to be sold at a fancy price in Europe 
and other countries outside India and the people used to make immense 
money out of it. But now I am sorry to say that if yop go to my 
district you will not find half a dozen men doing this work. .If Gov- 
ernment is really anxious to revive this industry it should make suffi- 
cient provision for it — in 4 hat case iny own district alone would require 
Its. 10,000 to start with. In my own village ijaripal there were 
hundreds of weavers producing fine saries and dhoties known as kachi 
dhoties and saries. It has now become things of the past. If t lie Govern- 
ment sincerely desires to revive this dying industry they should come 
forward with sufficient money with strong determination and with 
sincerity of purpose. 

(Here the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed his 
•eat.) 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The time allowed is 5 minutes 
and is not sufficient for me to say all that 1 want to say at this fag end 
of the day. The llon’ble the Finance Minister has stated many things 
in his budget statement ; criticisms against the budget have been heard 
in favour of it. I would only suggest to the Finance Minister to 
• - to that portion of his budget speech where he spoke of the national 

• ■list ruction. I would remind hi*i of the two speeches that he 
vored in 11)27 and 11)28. In one of his speeches he said that in 
••ting budget estimates rigid Economy and relentless retrenchment 
aid be adhered to. I would only ask my friend Mr. Sarker to see 

• relentless retren diinent is made. 1 am surprised not to see any- 
.g of the sort in this budge 4 Many memoers on the floor of Ibis 
■o have criticised that asjtect ot the budget. 

o 

! would only <:iy this on the constructive side that under the Civil 

• ds either of Police or Geneial Administration or other heads which 

awa\ much of our mone\ some relentless retreat hinent should be 
•e ; otherwise we cannot get lnonev. We have talked much of this 
.mist i alive system as taking away much of our money. As has been 

• by my friend Maulana Maniruzzaman lslamabudi the charges for 
•ection and superintendence take away a lot of our money. There- 

I would suggest to the Finance Minister that in future while fram- 
the budget, police expenditure must be cut down, General Admini- 
. ; ion charges mpt W cut tk^yn and money must be found for the 
•onal reconstruction work. Nation does not live either in Clive 

• et or in Chowrjnghee or anywhere near Oalcuttp; nation lives in 
cottage and ia the villages. I must tell my friend Mr. Sarker 

•*wgh you, Sif, that the masses of this province are steeped in utter 
. trance, they are steeped in illiteracy and above all they 
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are steeped in indebtedness and this indebtedness not only 
takes away the industry, the energy and their dynamical force but it 
takes away the humanity of these people. Therefore in order to 

retrieve the position of the masses, in order to see the masses put on 
their proper Jevel us in other countries, I would say that as we have 
pot provincial autonomy we must begin with a clean slate. Mr. Sarker 
said in his budget speech that we would consider what to do with the 
proprietary interest on land either of superior or inferior landlords. 
He does not find any money but l would suggest t<^him what we have 
got in our programme that if we abolish the xamindari system und 
Government do take up the administration of lands and give the tiller 
of the soil [proprietary rights he will get al>out Ks. Id crates. Out of 
these you cun put away Its. 2 (‘tores as collection expenses leaving us 
a maffrin of Its. 11 crores. I know t hat the Government of India 
will not allow us to take away the estates of snmimlars without some 
compensation. Therefore I would suggest that he must rise to the 
height of the occasion and in order to have a real natural reconstruc- 
tion he must raise a loan of Its. KM) crores. The Government of India 
raised a loan of Its do crores at Its. 2$ per cent, interest. I suggest 
that the Government of Bengal should raise a loan of Its. 100 crores 
and out ol this amount something may he paid to the landlords,, ifjany 
money is to he paid at all. We understand that anothei 1 00 crores will 
he required to pay off the debts ol the peasantry but if we can pay 
Ks. n0 lakhs we can remove t tie indebtedness of the people. 

(At tliis stage the member reached his tiftie limit but was allowed 
another tqinute to tiiy«h his speech.) 

U! course it may be said that these are visionary schemes. We 
iff ways live on vision amPlive and die fur ideals. We always work for 
ideals and t?ie*so-< aJled provincial auiomfm v that v\e have got to-day 
must he used for tTe good of these ideals and foi the good of the country. 

Mr. Shah Syad COLAM 8/tRWAR HOSAINI spoke in Bengali of 
which # the following is an English tAiti'dation of his speech: - 

The Hon'ble Mr. Nalini Kaujuu Sarker has had the unique honour 
of introducing the first Budget under the new constitution. 1 
congratulate hint on this and hope thal the economic condition of 
Bengal will greatly improve through^ his efforts. 

The most disappointing feature of tHe present BtHget is that it bus 
made very little provision for public Health, Agriculture, Industries 
and Education. It will indeed be & matter for reglet if the old state 
of thing* continue even under th* Reformed Conatifcifion which afford* < 
a wide scope far national uplift. As regards Free Prifcary Education 

and agricultural indebtedness the Budget maintains a complete silence# 

• • * * # 
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The Government of Bengal receives 2 Crores of rupees from the Central 
Government on account of Jute duty which it spends on the various 
Government departmeAts. Government also collects'll lakhs of rupees 
every year from Jute Companies under the Calcutta Improvement Trust 
Act and this amount it makes over to the Improvement Trust Funds. 
Thus the vast mass of producers of jute, viz., the peasantry in Bengal 
get absolutely no benefit from any of the above amounts. Govern- 
ments should therefore arduce their expenses in other departments and 
provide for Free primary Education and Agricultural Banks in the 
country. Both of these are very badly wanted. 

As for Irrigation Department, ample provision has been made in 
the Budget for various irrigation canals in the country. But no sums 
are allocated in the Budget for protecting the district of Noakhali from 
Tne disastrous effects of the erosion of the Meghna river. Consider- 
able damage to life and property has been caused by the Meghna. 
The miserable plight of the poor inhabitants beggars all description. 
All the effort^ of the District Board, Municipality and the public of 
Noakhali to erect a bundh for preventing the havoc have so far proved 
abortive. But unfortunately Government in the Irrigation Depart- 
ment have not bestirred themselves in any way to help the poor in- 
hab7tantso)f Noakhali in their distress. The present Budget also omits 
..!! reference to Noakhali in this respect. 1 therefore beg to draw the 
•’ention of the Government ns also # of the Assembly to it. 

♦ 

Mr. B. MUKHERJFE: Mj. Speaker, Sir, to me the budget is 
- a disappointing one coming as it does from, a constitution which 
uiits of no elastic .source of raising money and from a Ministry com- 
-ed mainly of big landlords and financial yiagnets of this provvicf. 

you have to examine t the budget in the liglu cf the most 
"<sing needs and demands of the country you vwill find that it 
a miserable failure. Sir, millions of peasants in the country 
.. expecting that they would get a reduction in the heavy rent 
ier which they ore groaning and" the insistent demand of the 
• •de country is that level of ]>rice of agricultural products ‘should 
raised. In these two respects the Hon’hle Finance Minister 
•Teases his impotence under the Act; if that is the case, he 
oild have the courage of conviction to say that this constitution is 
workable and that through it nothing deeply good — nothing sub- 
mit iatty fjjood for the country rnd the communities*-- -at leaft for the 
.isantry of I&nral can be dpne. I have gone through the List of 
•bjects allotted to 'the Provinces and have tried in vain to find any 
mansion of the swtope of business; they remain as they were in the days 
* yore — Land Iteyenue, Excise and Stamps. There are of course a 
- w other item©, but none’of them can be called major items, yielding 
- large of revenue. For instance there is n6 indication of 
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income-tax being imposed on agricultural income; the landlords have 
been so far exempted from the ordinary income-tax on the plea that 
their income is derived from agriculture. But these pleas should not 
hold now in view of the present state of the country. So that although 
there was a* source of revenue it has not been tried as we ('an easily 
expect from a Ministry composed of landlords. If they were taxed 
with a high tax jfbing up, say, from 50 to 80 per cent, over an income 
of, say, a thousand of rupees, wc could ha\^ obtained u good deal of 
money sufficient fdr the introduction of free and Compulsory primary 
education. In this way we are not surely taxing the already poor and 
over-taxed peasantry. Our friends of the Krishak Pruja Party have 
pinned their faith on primary educating a* if the peasantry who are 
looking for bread can remain satisfied with books; even if they get 
education, do you think. Sir, that with hunger unsatisfied in thenT, 
they will remain content We have already got thousands of educated 
unemployed young men, but has that brought pence into the country . w 
So education is not flie primary question; the primary Question before 
the country is national reconstruction and our constitution gives us no 
scope in respect of this great object; so that our whole national prospect 
is a fight between national economics and foreign imperialist economics, 
and this imperialist economics will keep India backward as ufj Agri- 
cultural country; and there. Sir, lies the rub. The whole constitution 
is made in such a wny that mil power which can develop our national 
industries, that is outside of our eontrol, I mean credit and currency, 
and the power of imposing any discriminating tariff has been, con- 
veniently, left to a federated chamber* which is irresponsible and which 
is not ref>re»entative # of the country. So, when the Hon*ble Finance 
Minister vaunts so much of fiscal autonomy he ouglft to know that there 
fb no rural fiscal autonomy for thi* country; Bengal and the other 
Provinces have not seven been raised to tTie status of “States.” The) 
are therefore nothing more than mere glorified District Boards! It 
will be seen, therefore, that we have not the power to do anything under 
the present constitution; and that ought to be clearly understood and 
I finch in the lines of the Finance ^Minister’* speech that he too has 
deeply understood the problem and that he cunnot give any relief to 
the over-burdened and heavily taxed ruivats and jreasant* of the land 
Our revenue is really only less than 4 crores hut behind them the 
peasants has got to pay at least 20 crores* more; the tenants have got 
to pay something like more than 14 crores, and the actual cultivator 
has got to pay at least double ! Therefore, Sir. this h®ngethe*position 
I would ask our friends through you, Sfr . Speaker $t go hack to their 
constituencies and tell the peasants that there is hope for them out 
of the- present constitution. There is no chance of apy reformist solu- 
tion being arrived at, Sir, asid the o/jly solution possible is the • 
revolutionist solution, the creation of intolerance against dearth and 
disease which tannot be removed under he preset^ constitution jnd t<f 
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Aftk the people to create mass agitation and resort to direct action whicli 
are the elements of the ^evolutionist solution. Nothing else is possible, 
Sir, under the present constitution. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I must thank you at the 
outset for these five minutes, hut, Sir, I respectfully submit that it 
is impossible to do justicg to this great debate in such a short time. 
Sir, ufter hearing all the speeches, I have come to the conclusion that 
there is one word with which to describe this budget, and that word 
is ‘'Old wine in a new bottle, but with a wrong label”! This is 
absolutely the characteristic of the budget. Criticisms have been 
offered — and very rightly — from this side of the House, dhd member 
^fter member has admitted that such criticism is necessary for. the 
healthy growth of good administration. But, Sir, in spite of that I 
fail to understand wh\ the European group and particularly 
Mr. Wordsworfl) of the Statesman say that it was rather wrong on our 
part — on this side of the House — to pass such remarks. I find that 
Mr. Wordsworth is not present here. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Bnnerji, 1 would request you to address the 
t heir and 'not an\ member direct. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : Sir, in} position is so awkward that I cannot 
d\ turn towards >ou. 

As 1 was suying, Sit, Mr Wuidswmlh is not here, but t lie Trader 
his Group is here, and he cat^ earn this nett's to his brother in 
*h. To-da\ 1 would ask the Double Mi Xalini Ritnjiui Sarker to 
.actmher those du\> when he was a Whip of the Swarajist Party in 
old Bengal Legislative (%inoil. and what did he use to do* He 
to give our leader Deshbandhu Das reports from the State* man, 
o used to ask Mi. Sarker what the reports were, and he used to 
* “Sir you are right as the comment,, are against you”. That was 
m idea of Mr. Sarker, and 1 pity. Mr. Sarker that to-day lie scans to 
..joy t he eulogy offered to him by the representative of the Statesman . 
would only ask him to think over from what height to what pit he 
.s fallen! 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Banerji.,,1 think this Chamber is much cooler 
an the old on‘e. 0 .» 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, 1 will now come to tbe<» budget itself and 
. v, as has been pointed out, that the budget is most disappointing. 
.ngratulations 1 - have been* showered upon the Hon’ble the Finance 
•’nister ,by «no*body except the representatives of the European 
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Qroup, and nobody else has given him whole-hearted support 
Although they have given him praise, and have condemned one or 
other part of his.budget. Only one portion of f the budget, I mean the 
contributed introduction, has been praised generally. The content# 
of this introduction like the introduction of trash novels show what 
is not in the budget. Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal knows it very well, for 
he has Written many such contributory introductions for the Hon’ble 
the Finance Mirtieter and also many such speeches. 1 do not give 
him any credit for that, and it is up to Dr. ^Sanyal to say whether the 
Hon’ble Minister* decrees any merit or demerit for that part of 
the speech. So far as t Ire budget is concerned, Sir, the Hon’hl^the 
Finance Minister has done no miracle. I would ask him to lobk to 
the Chief Minister of the Punjab, Sir Sikandar Ilyat Khan, and what 
the. cabinet have done there. It has been said here that the lives 
of many families would be at stake if the political prisoners are Ifct 
loose. But I submit. Sir, that on the contrary, if these prisoners are 
released, it would mean a reduction of the heav> police budget. In 
the Punjab we find that so called worse criminals 1 mean the 
criminals of Martial Law and also of Lahore Conspiracy Case have 
been released. What I want to submit to you. Sir, here is thut there 
has been no tenorism : terrorism bus been created by tlu* police and 
so long us the police oppression will exist terrorism as retuliartmi will 
continue. It there is lieav\ cut in the police budget there will he no 
terrorism. This I have alwa\s J>een saying for the last $ years on the 
fl oor ot this House. I challenged the Government mi mans occasion# 
and 1 now even throw the gauntlet and lei Goxernment take it up. 


Mr. SPEAKERS I find that there arc so ingny shakers still and 
•I am uTraid we will h#ve to sit late. % So far as I am concerned I am 
prepared ft) flo so .but 1 would like to know the views of the Treasury 
Bench. 


Tht HOfPble Khwaji ill* NAZIMUDDIM: If the members of the 
Houie want to speak we have got no objection. 

Mr. SPEAKERS I am very sorry it might cause inconvenience, but 
in view of the fact that this is an important budget discussion I feel 
that the members will give us the indulgence of continuing the sitting. 

It max be that certain member^night like to leave now; *o I would 
like to announce that the House willwneet on the 12th and Idth at 
445 p.m. on each of these days and on the 10tb # nt .‘145 and on the Jfth 
we will take up<the priority resolutions and then fibers in order. 

Mr* IDRIS AHMED MIA addressed* the house in Bengali 
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Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMBOD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the 
budget as presented by the Hon’ble Finance Minister is quite unsatis- 
factory and extremely f disappointing. We did not^ expect such a 
budget from a popular Finance Minister. It is no improvement upon 
the previous budget but is the repetition of the same old steriotyped 
story. Coming to the expenditure side of the budget we find that no 
provision has been made for the immediate introduction of free and 
compulsory primary education in this province. Promises were held 
out from time to time bj* the TJMef Minister as welj as the Minister 
in charge of Finance that Tree primary education would be introduced 
very soon. Free primary education is the immediate demand of the 
masses of Bengal and you cannot on any plea defer its introduction. 
No attempt has been made to improve the lot of poor viEage school 
teachers. 

We find, Sir, that the Calcutta University has l>eeii provided 
with an additional grant. It lias been treating the Muhammadans 
with a step-motherly eye. Not only has it banned the appointment <4 
Muhammadans but it has given a rude shock to Moslem feeling by 
incorporating Jjotus and Sree us its motto. In spite of repeated pro- 
tests the University did not think it proper to meet the demands of 
the Muhammadans even half way. Practically, it has become a 
communal institution which should not receive such a grant. 

>ir, the peasants have been left to the background as before. 

1 1 ..»es were held out to them times without number by the Ministry 

• early steps should he taken to improve their condition but no 
' ision has been made to ameliorate the miserable condition of the 
. peasant*. 

>ir, a provision o/ Ks. 50,000 has been made in the budget for 
appointment of a committee to enquire into the land system of' 

• gal. I am afraid. Sir, it i* only a devise to shelve the burning 
-♦ion of the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act. The com- 
ve will take 5 years or so to submit its report and by that time 
term of the present Assembly will come to an end. I would like 
Iraw the pointed attention of the honourable members ofithis 
"<e to such an ugly devise. The poor peasants will not tolerate 
.. conduct ami they will not hesitate to rise in revolt against the 

.rnment. The zemindars and mahajans have been mtcking the 
blood of the tenants and they will no longer allow themselves to 
.o sucked. The distress of the tenants have reached the maximum 
■t and they will now rise and retaliate. I warn the Government 
he danger a heal. The Ben; al peasantry demands to be treated 
men and not like cats and dogs. 

Sir. a huge sum Vias been budgeted for political prisoners and may 

• now the reason why it has been so done!* If they are guilty I 
Id ask the Government to treat them like ordinary prisoners and 
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if they are innocent they must he released and the money thus saved 
should be spent for ameliorating the condition of the poor tenants. 
I do not understand. Sir, why provision has* been made to give 
allowances to the political prisoners and detenus 


<At this wtage the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat’.) 


A mwwtwrKSHS^S^ -iSSSSEj^M 1- - Speaker. Sir, there 
are many things* to sa\ regarding the budget but at this fag 
end of the day with very short time nt my disposal I am diffident 
whether I shall be able to complete what I have to say. There are 
many academical discussions regarding the budget but I do not like 
to deal with them. So tar 1 cun neither congratulate nor condemn 
the Finance Minister but T thank him for clearing up the budget wiflf 
a surplus, for it shows that the country is not running at a deficit. 
One real thing is that the budget has shown that something has been 
given to every department of Government showing tha^no department 
has l>een neglected, hut as a matter of fact, practically the nation- 
building departments have been neglected, and my honourable friendk 
have dwelt much on that I shall simply say regarding some local 
needs which were long overdue and the Government was sltwftrtTjT ow 
the matter for a long time. 

Regarding local needs I shifjl first deal with Public Health, 
Medical. Sanitation and all these things. The Hon’ble Finance 
Minister, as we lmve seen, has practically decreased the amount given 
to Public Health this year. Of course, the explanation is that the 
eo nlr U m tion of district hoards, etc., for the salaiies of the officers is 
“Tmt there. But practically on turning over the pages of the budget 
I see that* it va» an actual decrease ifi the budget. Under Public 
Health, no tangible figure is found. We have heard and the budget 
shows that the major portion of the money is coming from the petulant* 
and tenants but what do they # wunty They want only better feeding, 
better elothing, sanitation and education. I should like to say and 
point out that this demand of the peasants has been practically 
neglected and the budget has been framed in the most steriotyped 
way. 

Sir, much has Ikeen said about the tuberculosis but the Government 
is silent on the matter, and is taking no steps to combat Jhi* fell 
disease. In this connection I beg to # point out, f^r, # to # the Hen’bla 
Member* of the Cabinet that in eveiy province save and except Bengal 
there are sanatoria — there are sanatoria in United Provinces, in 
the Punjab and in Bihar but Bengal patient* are ati dying unnoticed 
without any medical help. In the village* the uncayd-for labourer* 
and tenants are dying without this fell disease being detected. The 
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Ka&irajg and quacks are giving the diagnosis as “Raktapitya” or 
ordinary cough while they are actually dying of tubercuolsis. A 
fortunate few only get accommodation in sanatorium; and other 
provinces refuse them. The Bengal Government has several times 
been requested to open sanatoriums in hill districts, but they did not 
think it proper to pay any attention to this request. I would therefore 
request the HoiTble Finance Minister to make some provision to combat 

this fell disease and also some provision for public n$jalth. 

c 

Bftbu K8HETRA NATH SINCHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, after a long 
time I have got the good fortune of speaking something on behalf of 
the scheduled castes. Time is short and I cannot touch •aon all the 
points at u time. So I would only touch the point in which w§ are 
vitally interested. Whether 1 would complain against or congratulate 
the Finance Minister J do not know. But I would ask the Finance 
Minister and the two Minister belonging to our schedule caste sis f to 
what they haVe done for our schedule caste*. In this long budget 
what has been provided tor our backward, depressed or oppressed 
schedule castes. Sir, we are groaning under all sorts of disadvantages, 
disadvantages in education, disadvantages in food, disadvantages in 
pvpi*p*«*pU'ipment of society W e are properly called the depressed 
ola*>« though somehow oi other, and I do not knnu how we have been 
! the schedule castes. The proper word for our community. 

• 1 have Wen depressed class. I*. would now ask our two Ministers 

they have done foi our communit} . His Excellency has consented 

* e two members of our community in the Cabinet. 1 would tell 
I hut if they go on in this yay, they will not be there to do all 

‘ v»r other comihunities, while theii own community L Wing 

• ted. We who hail from North Bengal live far away from 
Ua, the civilised town of this province. In ‘North Bengal what 

* " get? We get nothing. In the Census Report the number of 
population in the Rajshnhi Division is one crore and six lakhs 
h is next to the Dacca Division which has a population of 
lakhs. We pay the jute tax and the tobacco tax which Is the 
•poly of the Rangpur district specially. But what is Wing done 
North Bengal? We have practically Wcome hewers of wood and 
of water specially in Rangpur and Dinajpur. Though we have 
homes there, we are aliens there. People from other districts are 
”ing supreme there and we have Wcome hewers of wood there, 
have get orr two Ministers from North Bengal and we hope that 
•’mild get a slurs in the human civilisation. The people of North 
jal will not W kept as dogs and slaves, but want to live as human 
gs getting their proper share of treatment. These are our 
- vances. I do tfot like to speak more but I hope that when the 
get will W* framed in the future, special provision will be made 
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for our schedule castes especially for North Bengal. If these things 
be not done, I do not know what would be tlfc result. The Congress 
has been complaining all along 

(At this stage the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) . 

Mr. M. A. RASH E ED: Sir, I take this opportunity to congratulate 
the Hon’ ble Finance Minister for his budget estimate. By this I 
do not mean to say that the budget estimate is # up to the popular 
expectation. The budget speech and the budget generally outlines 
the policy of Government. In this connection 1 regret to say that 
the budget # aud the budget speech do not speak the same thing. We, 
on this side of the House, in the hope that the Government will frame 
then* policy in accordance with the wishes of their supporters 
pledged to support the Government so long as we do not formally 
express our indignation by a vote ot no-confidence. 1 quite agree with 
tile Opposition that* the present budget is a reproduction of the old 
regime and it does not show an\ improvement whatsoever (hear, hear!* 
but with this reservation that considering the short time and the little 
opportunity that the Government got to prepare this budget, I am not 
inclined to take the budget itself as an index to the c(mshk***d* i poli<’v 
of the administration of the province. As 1 liuve stated before, the 
budget and budget speech do not speak the same tiling Hut 1 do 
hope and trust that unlike the present budget estimates, which seems 
to he a makeshift arrangement, the revised estimates will be a consi- 
dered studio production. This is n<f occasion. Sir, to go into a detail 
and iniiAite criticism of the budggt. 1 would, therefore, confine 
m a few items which are uppermost in tfiy mind. 1 take for 

^example the police Budget. There i» no denving the fact that the 
country is not jjt *ull satisfied with the police administration of the 
province. In England, France, Germany and for the matter of that 
in every independent country a policeman beginning from a bumble 
constable to the chief are reak friends and servants of the people. But 
in tlfis country of bondage and slavery, a policeman, not to *]>eak of 
the high officials, e.g., the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, the 
Inspector-General of Police, Bengal, an ordinary constable attached 
to some village thana, behaves himself as the master of ancient Homan 
or Egyptian galley slaves. Ordinary courtesy, good manners and 
polite language are quite foreign to the Police Depart men i,. We talk 
of much of the young terrorists of Bengal and we appree iate Govern- 
ment’s other side of the picture and we are ready |o give our support 
for the suppression of this crime. But at tht^same time I would 
requC&t Government to protect — if I may venture say so — Bengal 
from police terrorism. I shall be found guilty of suppression of fact# 
if I do not say that the police in their every-day business do not get 
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adequate support from the public. But this indifference of the public 
is largely, if not entirely, due to the unfriendly and rude behaviour 
of the police themselves. It will not perhaps be irrelevant if I make 
a few remarks about the Calcutta Police and the Calcutta Police 
administration. On one occasion while we were discussing some 
matters with one of my friends who is in the Calcutta Police, he warned 
me not to say anything against the police anywhere, and even he had 
the audacity to remar^ that the police were in a position to ruin 
anyone’s career whenever they so liked 

(At this stage the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, as my esteemed leader, has 
ffiade some general observations upon the budget in eloquent and 
comprehensive terms I would not have felt any necessity to intervene 
in this debate particularly in view of the attitude shown by my friends 
opposite with rVgard to the demands of Ihe rural ]>opulation. Speaker 
after speaker — on that side as well as on my side of the House have 
stood up and pleaded eloquently and strenuously for the removal of the 
crying needs of the rural population of this province. May I, Sir, 
i!! ninftrmili ty , put in a few words regarding one particular corner of 
• province which at least, so far as this House is concerned, lies 
dmcure and neglected condition — T mean the city of Calcutta. 
*mbly >t it* not known to the meiAhers of this House that for the 
few’ years the city of Calcutta has had to undergo a process of 
.nual depletion of its revenues at the hands of the Government of 
ml. 1 remember. Sir, that in 19.12 the Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax 
was passed at the instance of the Ministry of Ian al SehNtiovern* . 
* . the result of which was that a most fruitful source 6* the revenues, 

• r as the Calcutta Corporation was concerned, was ' a ken away from 
hands of that Imdy. 

rt» HMffU. Sir 8IJ0Y PRASAD SlWcH ROY S A revenue which 
never rereived. 

Mr. 8ANT09H KUMAR BA8UI Sir, niv friend, the ex-Minister 
tiOeal Self-Government, says that it was a revenue which the 
•♦•ration never received. But the method of stopping passers-by 
^ubjectiLg them to the scrutiny of the police an regards the pay- 

♦ of their dues \b as to a certain extent augmented the Government 
•*uea. But thiit method was not available to the Corporation of 
'itta and that is the reason that the revenue was not so easily 
v ed. At the same time I m§ke*hold to say that the angle of 
•a of the Bengal Government in 1912, so far as the Corporation 
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of Calcutta was concerned, was largely coloured: by political considera- 
tions and the inevitable result was that the pruping-knife was applied 
to the revenues of the Calcutta Corporation s<§ far as this item was 
concerned. The income of the Government from this source has been 
augmented to such an extent that it has gone up to Rs. 8 lakhs and a 
sum of only* Re. 4A lakhs is vouchsafed to the Calcutta Corporation. 
Sir, look at the other side of the picture. The Howrah Bridge tax 
has been imposed — a tax of A per cent, is being levied on the annual 
value of holdings in this great city and the result is that a portion of 
the huge expenditure on the new Howrah Bridge Has been thrown on 
the rate-payers for the purpose of meeting an expenditure which is 
essentially an all-India expenditure. The Howrah Bridge is an all- 
India eoncerti, as it carries all the traffic from the port of Calcutta to 
the sest of India and instead of taxing the rest of India the citizens of 
Calcutta are subjected to the payment of A per cent, oti the unnuaT 
value of holdings. Sir, at the .same time, t lie Bengul Amusement Tax, 
tha Electricity Duty and all these numerous Acts which have been 
super-imposed upon t?ie citizens and which, 1 find, the Fuiniice Minister 
proposes to perpetuate after expiry in 11K18. Well, Sir, these are 
additional burdens placed upon the resources of this city. Look, Sir, 
at the Calcutta Improvement Trust Act. The Corporation has ir ot to 
give 2 per cent, of its entire revenue to the Calcutta liuproveniGInTrust. 
The Trust began with Hs. 7 lakhs when it was started ami it has grown 
to Ks. 20 lakhs. Even after so jnanv schemes have !>een undertaken 
and executed, the income that is derived from the Corporation by the 
Trust has gone up by leaps and bounds and to that extent the revenues 
of the Calcutta Corporation are living depleted. I am asking this 
House to remember that this city of Calcutta which is your temporary 
afilKwhich entertains you as its honoured guests for a great part 
of the year V* entitled to some amount ^consideration at your hands. 
Its revenues are Aaong depleted and its expenses are going up: new 
roads which are opened up by the Improvement Trust are made over 
to the Corporation which have got to Ik* maintained and this adds 
enormously to the ex|*enditurH. But the Culcutia Corporation is in 
the soW unhappy position of drawing only Hs. 4j lakhs from that 
source. I will conclude |»v appealing, it any appeal is necessary or 
is likely to lie fruitful, that legislation ought to he introduced of 
righting these wrongs which have been ]**£petrnted to the Corporation. 


Mr. SUIIINDItA NATH Bit* At: The Hon'Me «ht Vinnnce 
Minister has told us at |tair* •> of his financial statement that we *lia»» 
to a large extent gained fiscal autonomy vis-a-ru jpe Government of 
India and that our* control over the finances of the province has greatly 
increased. Then at page 7, he haa said, tufping uAhe question of oitr * 
freedom of making appropriations of the available revenues it will be 
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remembered, in the firtt place, that while under the old Act the control 
of the legislature over) votable supplies was limited, etc., etc. In view 
of what he has stated #in these two paragraphs, may J ask him whether 
members of this House have got the right to make appropriations of 
the available revenues for the nation-building departments by making 
necessary amendments to various demands for grant or btherwise. 

Mrs. HEM APROVA f MAJUMD AR put certain questions to the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister in Bengali. 

Tht Hoit’bl* Mr. NALINI RANJAH BARKER: Mr. Speaker. 
Sir, my honourable friend, Khan Bahadur Tamizuddin Khan, has 
asked me to take the criticisms of the Congress members in a sporting 
spirit. I shall do more — I shall take them in a spirit of reverent. I 
shall take the criticisms even of the Leader of the Opposition, whif li 
is nothing but a hymn of hate, in the same spirit of reverence too. L ' 
want to assur^ the Khun Bahadur that I have b^en familiar with stflch 
admonitions and aspersions for too long to he shocked or perturbed 
bv them. Sir, 1 feel that if I have received undeserved blame, I have 
more often received undeserved praise also. So, blame or praise will 
not disturb or perturb me in the least in my public life. I always leel 
lUtTTnfte more debts to pay than scores to settle. As a matter of 
4 \ l have taken full notice of the criticisms which honourable 

• •••hers have made in this House: I know that I can continue in 
present position only with t he concurrence of the members of this 
••*e. 1 know also my limitations. I assure the members that their 

'estimis will receive due consideration. 1 know also that I cannot 
up to the highest standard Expected of a man who has h^n en- 
* eel with the responsibility of dealing' with such '^upeirtW,^ 
Mems of our nation, but 1 can assure the House— if 'Stn assurance 
ocessnrv — that I shall honestly and sincerely try to do my best in 
~ respect. My friend in the Congress block — 1 mean Rai Harendra 
.Ih Chaudhuri — bus tried to show by quotiug certain speech of the late 
(’. R. Dus that 1 have forgotten my Guru. I know’ that I have 
the power and influence — not even a thousandth part — of my Guru; 

1 can assure Rai Harendra Nath ('haudhuri, and 1 can assure this 
use, that although I may not be able to do what be intended to, I 
1 at least be able to accomplish a portion of the task envisaged in 
speech quoted. 

One of *t lit* honourable members opposite, while criticising my 
«£et statement hW*N**d to ba^t* thrown a hint that if and when members 
<*is group cain^.to occupy the Treasury Benches, a millenium would 
ushered in. 1 hope that we shell live to see it dawn on us. That 
■old no doubt b* a modern Utopia where Ministers who draw no 
:.»ry will extend to the people who can do no wrong, all the benefit# 
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of an ideal State. I shall await the day with pleasurable anticipation. 

I know that when^my friends will occupy the Treasury Benches, they 
will do miracles in banishing all our difficulties. With their magic 
warnl, they will remove illiteracy overnight; they will make the obliging 
rivers flow through arid country; there will he no necessity for main* 
taining ’the police force because crime will vanish; there will be no 
necessity for civil* works because the business of the State will be 
conducted in the broad open space provided 1A nature; but till such a 
millenium comes, ]*am afraid the administration will continue to cost 
money, and a good deal of money. 

Sir. criticism is a wonderful weapon when divorced from responsi- 
bility. It cfn conduct a complex and elaborate administration without 
"Supplier; it can do away with the Ministers; it can do away with the 
police force and in fact with all the appurtenances of Government. The 
*^only thing it shirks to do is to replace the existing order by u better 
olle 

Sit, 1 have been accused by one ot the members opposite that in 
thi* budget f have done nothing for the solution of the problem of 
unemployment although 1 have made a long statement in that connec- 
tion in my budget speech. That is not true. I admit wIin^LJuive 
done is not much, but the budget contains provision for the employment 
of 1 G.< M K> men under different heads apnrt from the employment that 
will be provided by Civil Works. We have prepured a schedule for 
various heads of new expenditure; and we have provided for the em- 
ployment of 10,000 men. 

^ NAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will >ou kimfl\ let us have a copy 

that sch^li^F 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: t <nn put it on 

the table of the House nto.1 iluy. 

Ay the criticisms made in the House focuss on two points — one is 
retrenchment and the other more tuofle\ tor the bcneficient departments. 
So tar as retrenchment is concerned, I do not deny that it is absolutely 
necessary, but I will also say that it cannot be done overnight. I can 
assure the House, however — it an assurance is necessary — that much 
more will be provided from now for the lauieticieiif departments. So 
far as reduction of expenditure is concerned, Government wjll j*ive their 
most serious and earnest consideration* to effecting a Javing, wherever 
possible. But in that connection I want to mated me or two points 
clear which will give you an idea of the extent to4hich retrenchment 
can go and will show that our expectation to fimyiae all our schemes^ 
of national reconstruction from 'retrenchment alone i% not a practical 
proposition. , 
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So far as compulsoiy primary education is concerned, I have made 
it clear in my budget Statement, that the matter is receiving the very 
serious consideration of Government and for compufsory free primary 
education, an Education Act was passed. It has not been given effect 
to because the depression continued and in the past Government did not 
think it proper to give effect to that. So far as this Government is 
concerned os a matter of fact they almost decided \o give effect to it 
when there was some agitation in the district of Myinensingh where 
it was notified that, this Act was going to be enforced in .September. 

Cries of “with tax or without tax.” The notification was issued for 
the imposition of the cess contemplated by the Primary Education Act 
for imparting free primary education. 

Cries of “with taxation. ” 

I say cess. The Prime Minister thinks that the whole thing 
requires to l>e reconstructed and reconsidered before it is given effect^* 
to. So he is considering all the provisions of tha* Act and I hope ttfat 
when the next budget comes we shall he able to make a pronouncement 
and by that time 1 hope it will he possible to make piovision for primary 
education. 

as I am concerned my own view is that without taxation we 
shall not he able to impart free compulsorx primary education. You 
' • do it if you hold up all other activities of the beneficent depart- 

• here was great interruption from the opposition benches.) 

- hope, Sir, l shall he allowed to speak without interruption. I 
never interrupted when they made their speeches. 

SPEAKER: 1 would' request the hon'hle mertsbars to allow 
finance Minister to go on without interruption.- 

• hi Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I want to put 
.e the House that primary education is not merely learning the 
" r’s. A hoy who will get primary education for ’) years will 
•ire, in some cases at least, opportunities for secondary education 
in some cases for technical education ; and in others this literacy 
*h the boy will ucquire within these •"» years will have to be kept 
'hroughout his life. All these mean creation of additional machi- 

which means additional expenditure. That is why I sav that for 
•i^ting pfinutry education thf levy of a cess is absolutely necessary. 

• ou want to leive sufficient revenue for these and for the other 
^ffeent departments. 

So far as retrenchment is concerned, though we have taken over 
•*g* only 4 months ago we have not been indifferent to it. During 
short timeaf my disposal I have gone into the whole position. I 
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want to give certain facts not with any view to argue that retrenchment 
is not necessary but with a view to indicate tie extent to whioh re* 
trencbment may be possible and that this cannot be effected overnight: 
and whatever resources we can get by retrenchment this will not be 
such a huge, sum that we can carry on our full programme of national 
reconstruction with it. 


So far as our Expenditure on revenue account is concerned, I have 
got a table prepared of pro rata expenditure ns compared with other 
provinces. Of course I know that this sort of parentages are some- 
times misleading, hut it is the usual custom to get some idea of 
expenditure on pro rata basis to compare this with t hat in the other 
provinces. J<7)r Bengal our total expenditure on revenue account per 
iifpd of population is Rs. 2-44, in case of Bombay it is Rs. 0*7, in case 
ofMadras Rs. 4-51, in United Provinces Rs. 248 and the Punjab? 
Rs. 4 47. 


Dr. NALINAK8MA SANYAL: May 1 know how ihege figures are 
calculated ? 


The Hon’bla Mr. NALIN! RANJAN BARKER: If you will co mo 
to my Chamber to-morrow 1 will show you how they are ct^njftlwtad . 

Then the previous Government, I say, also tried to retrench expendi- 
ture to a certain extent. The Government of Bengal during the period 
1921-22 and 19-12-44 effected a total retrenchment of Rs. 2,70 lakhs. 
In 1942 they set up another retrenchment committee for revision of the 
salaries of some of the services and t?U* retrenchment they have recom- 
mended ultimately will effect a saving of Rs. 40 lakhs only on salaries 
ojyfl^ss^yiees. In 1944 they retrenched to the of Rs. 10 lakhs 

ami in 194^3^ Rs. II lakhs. They alsWjnade a recurring expenditure 
during these 10 ^'eftrs of Rs. 1 ,00 lakhs met from retrenchment alone. 

I am giving you these figures only to show how the field for retrench- 
ment is limited. So far as I have been able to gather, our retrenchment 
operations will have to be ffiainly confined to the remuneration of 
officets Wause you will not like aetrenchment in the grants to the 
educational institutions and other heneficient departments. Our 
retrenchment will come mostly to the establishment charges and the 
pay of the officers. 

So far aa pay of the officers is concerned, the former Government 
has modified the scale which, I t^ink, is fairly proper u^der the 
present circumstances. For Executivg Service, I .tdtau’the Qepuiv 
Magistrates, the Bengal Government scale was Rl 160 — 1,000 selection 
grade. This hasjbeen reduced to Rs. 140 to start vmth and ending with 
Rs. 7$0. In Madras the scale is Rs. 260—700; in bay Rs, 540— 7(X[ 
first grade and Rs, 400 — 620 for the second-grade. In JJnited Provinces 
they start on JEU. 250 and end with Rs. 800. 
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In the case of Judicial Service, I mean the munsiffs, our grade was 
to start with Rs. 275| ending in Rs. 700. Now it has been made 
R«. 175 — 600. 

I do not think there is much scope for retrenchment in this service. 
The only avenue for retrenchment will be the existing pay o4 the present 
officers. If you want to reduce their pay of course that will be an 
avenue from which you can retrench something. 

Mr. M. 8HAM|UDDIN AHMED: What about the abolition of 
the post of Commissioners who are nothing but post offices . v 

Th# Hon'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I am afraid you 
cannot do that. It is beyond the powers given under the Act. 

** So far as the salaries are concerned our total bill amounts to 
Rs. 2,37 lakhs of which Its. 83 lakhs is a charge which cannot be^ 
touched and pay of establishment Rs. 3,47 lakhs and our entire co*>t 
of officers who^Ure drawing salaries of Rs. 1,000 and more is Its. To 
lakhs of which Rs. 14 lakhs is “charged”! 

1 have placed these figures before you only to show to what extent our 
retrenchment operation can go. 

Then, about the police. Of course, when the demand for the 
Police Department comes, my hon'ble friend Sir Nazimuddin will be 
*hle to place before you the exact position about the Police Depart- 
ment. Rut, Sir. from the little investigation that 1 have been able to 
'lake into this department I he ve come to the conclusion that the 
"lditiomtl expenditure provided for is only on ace Aunt of terrorism and 
: will, therefore, "-ba very difficult to effect a very large anji‘”*‘* of 
•trenchment in this department. The mufassal police is responsible- 

• r 1 ornre 46 lakhs, and I can place before you the figures of police 
-roe per thousand of population in the different provinces; for Bengal 

• is *.Vi against -57 in Madras; *68 in the United Province**, 410 in the 
Punjab; and 04 in Bombay. It may also be stated that if the Calcutta 

dice area is excluded, an average of 113 square miles and 76,000 in 
•e population are served by one investigating centre. (Mr. P. 
‘v.nkhji: It is absolutely unnecessary; you can do away with it.) 

' ell, Sir, if the honourable members want to do away with the police, 

• *ey have got the power to do so. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Once again ‘I may point out that at the fag-end 
1 the debate ii *ou begin interrupting the Hon’ble the Finance 
•Minster, it will dug on the proceedings. If members are not satis- 
•*d with the reply'of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister other courses 
re open to theuU' while the voting op demands comes. But for the 
: ’tie being, on<* again, I * appeal to honourable members, including 
*lr. P. Banerji, that they will kindly refrain from interruption. 
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Mr* P. BANERJI: Sir, I am making only! helpful suggestions. 

Mr* 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I hope, Sir, that it does not mean 
Mr. P. Banerji being “named”! 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, certainl y not. 


The Hon'ble MK NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Even including 
the high expenditure on the prevention of terrorism, our police 
expenditure when compared with that of Bombay, compares very 
favourably. ^On the budget figures our per capita expenditure is *4(>8 
^i» 4 #ared with Bombay’s b’f8. So far as the City Police is concerned, 
we spend ••‘172 per head while Bombay spends t>7o; coining to the 
Linufassal police, out expenditure per head is compared with dt. r >2 

nh- Madras and d7’> for Bombay. 

• 

Sii, now I come to the point raised by Mr. Khaitnn. He said that 
I did not mention anything about the funds which will be at our 
disposal on unmount of the Official Assignee’s office being provincialised. 

I did not mention it because the accounts have not yet bjian fhmHy 
prepared; the accounts are being examined, and when they are finally 
settled I hope to be able to make a statement later on during the course 
of the appropriation of grants. %r. Khaitnn has stiiil that ue shall get 
about 90 lakhs. This figure is not correct; it will be ubout 80 lakhs, 
and within this 80 lukhs there are {Personal accounts which we can- 
not touclf until ancf unless they ^re forfeited, because they were 
d«jwii**^wi<h us as bankers b\ the litigant publRf^ How much of it 
we can utiflke j*s our own money and h<nr much we shall have to keep 
for meeting our obligations have not yet been fully calculated, aud 
that is the reason why I have not mentioned jmytbilig about it in my 
budget speech. Mr. Khaitan also asked about Mr. Hum Kumar 
Bangor's donation for a tuberculosis hospital. I know t hut he has 
promised to make certain donation^ but 1 do not know as vet the 
whole history of the case, and the Hon’lde Minister in charge of Public 
Health will make a statement at the proper time when Public Health 
grants are discussed. 

One of the honourable members on the Congress bench suggested 
in the course of discussion that if h% were in charge of the Finances 
of this Province, he would have revolutionized Agrivufture, the on tire 
Public Health and .Irrigation problems bv capfiaistng the surplus 
and giying effect to a loan programme. Sir, if a pTactical programme 
is submitted by him or any other honourable member, I can assure o 
him on behalf of the Government that we whall try to give effect to it 
provided it is. practicable. (A voice from the Cob gross ^Benches 
17 
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< * 

Refer to the Congress resolution. The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhra- 
WAttOY : That is imj^acti cable.) But I do not believe in launching 
on an orgy of reckless philanthropy which might seriously affect our 
future financial solvency. If we borrow, we shall have to pay in cash. 
If we could find money by extensive borrowing and if we* were to pay 
our interest with public spirit, or with public orations, we could have 
taken the risk; but if we have to pay in hard cash, I^think we can only 
take such responsibility v.s w r e have the means to shoulder. 


As regards water-supply, some members have said that we have 
not made adequate provision for it. I do not deny that we have not 
been able to make adequate provision for the entire needs of the 
province, but I can say that we have made a beginning. \nd to make 
^provision for the requirements of the entire province we must hav€*1cT 
formulate a scheme first and then provide funds. As a matter of 
fact, we have already written to District Boards to submit to us 
requireniPiiU of tlicir respective districts, and if t,hev are of inanafratfe 
proportions, we propose even to raise a loan and expedite a solution 
of this urgent problem. In the piean time, according to the present 
rule a grunt is placed at the disposal of the District Magistrates, who 
reali se lo cal contributions also in appropriate eases for tire sinking of 
t m be- we Us. Our old provision was its. 2 lakhs, and this year we have 
"'•“le a provision of Its. -H lakhs. Doans are granted to the 
*riet Boards to finance schemes of water-supply, and we 
•• made a provision of Its/ 4J lakhs for contribution to 
liict Board.*.. Douiin are i*Jm> granted to municipalities and 
* f4 ict Boards to finance schemes of water-supply and in this year’s 
•M*t we have nwje a provision of Ks. ‘tj lakhs. Grants for o^thjjd 
he cost of water-supply and drainage projects will ly made^'bjN 
••rnment this year, and fur that purpose we ha ye made a provision 

• *s. 1 lakh. With regard to the other specific -subjects, it will be 
; or time to consider and discuss them when demands for grants 
»«ken up. I will not detain members by replying to specific small 
lers to-day, but 1 only want to say that many members bave^asked 

in Agriculture and Public Health and other beneficent depart- 

• ts more money has not been provided. But, Sir, it is not as if a 
.ou named Mr. Agriculture comes to the Secretariat ami we pay 

a more sizable portion of- the revenue and thus discharge a pleasant 
s. If it were so, 1 would have given any amount of money for it. 
avc made it ^lear in my budget statement that for spending money 
*»wes are necessary, and we vould not prepare schemes during these 

• months: as aignatter of faot, for the preparation of the budget we 

• only two months’ time. Whatever resources '•will be available, 
from now l hYq* we shall lie able to utilise for at least a few useful 

ernes in the fcext year’s budget. (A voick: How long will you take, 
eming* and* scheming?) Well, Sir, they have been -managing the 
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Calcutta Corporation for the last twelve yearfc, 
I have been able to do in four months vjill 
with their perfonnance there in twelve years, 
members. ) 


ind I believe that what 
compare unfavourably 
f Cheers from the Muslim 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sarker, I shall be grateful if you would kindly 
address the Chaft\ 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: All right. Sir, 
the Leader of the Opposition in his usual style said that we have not 
had regard to any programme. It is true that we have not published 
an elaborate programme, hut 1 can say that we shall he able to give 
£^£tial effect to the items which have been put as first and second in 
order of merit in the Congress programme. The scaling of debts^s 
one of the most important items in the Congress election manifesto. 
4 have seen in the speech of the Congress President that he was more 
anxious for sealing*down debts than for any other thing. I have been 
able to announce that we have made full provision for the establish- 
ment of Debt Settlement Boards throughout the province. Another 
important, item in the Congress programme relates to land laws. We 
have prepared a short Bill which the ITon'hle the Itever^^fiu inter 
will introduce during this session, dealing with the most urgent 
problems that affect the tenantry of this province. We also propose 
to appoint a Commission for dialling with other complicated problems 
of land laws in Bengal. 


I hi^ve already •said, Sir, that Though we have not been able to 
include any big scheme in this year’s budget I hoj^ to present a fuller 
Jwnlger'W^xt time, subject 4) the limitations imposed by our resources. 

I do nBt Vant.to take up more of ^>ur time, Sir, and I sincerely 
thank you and •through you, the members of this Assembly for the 
very patient hearing they have given me in connexion with the budget 
statement. 


A voice from the Congress benches: 

sion ? 


Who will appoint this Coramis- 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question* which does not arise. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir. tbrre is one 
other point. With regard to the questions put }>yj&fr. Biswas, •! shall 
answer them to-morrow after consulting the necesmry records. 

, I • v 

SURENDRA NATH BISWAS. Sir, in ay T {mint out that tW^ 
Assembly will not meet to-morrow? So** may we ndt have an answer 
just nowP • 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I tope members will be good enough to extend at 
least a brotherly indulgence to members even though they belong to 
the other side. Here ire certain questions which hdve been put by 
Hr. Surendra Nath Biswas, and the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
has agreed to give a reply to them. I do not think, however, that it 
is possible for him to give an off-hand reply, because it is an important 
matter, and I think it affects the future procedure of this House. I 
would accordingly requester. Biswas to wait till Monday next when 
the Assembly meets again. * 

I am personally grateful to the members of this House for patiently 
sitting till such a long hour. The House now stands adjourned till 
4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 9th of August, 1937. 

Adjournment. 

The Assembly was then adjourned till 4-45 p.fn. on Monday, the 
9th of August, 1937, at the Assembly House. Calcutta. 
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Adjournment motion regarding extern 
ment of Mr. ZAman under see tier 
144(e): p.*197. 

General discussion on budget: p. 214 

# 

Co-opera 1 1 vs Dspsrtmont 

Appointment of Inspectors atui 
Auditors. (Q , ) p. 06. 

Appointment of HcImmI tiled t’ftstes in: 
(Q.) p. 191. ^ 

Cost of sottlomsnt operations In Gal* 
bamfhai <Q > p. 192. 


Criminal oourts 

PrcM-esa-serveiM of 


(Q.l p. 26. 


Daooa ^ 

l» Appointment of clerks by the District 
9 Magistrate uiid (oUirtor of: (Q. * 
p. 29. 

Das Gupta, Mr. Narsndra Nath 

General di** ussioit on budget: p|> 
168, 163 

Dattt, Mr. P hlr udn Nath 

Debt Settlement Hoards. (Q . ) p. 97. 

* General discussion on budget p. 133 

Out u Gupta Mias Mtfg # 

General diwAsioif on budget: p. 229. 

Dutu MatJLtftr, Mr. Ntharsiuhi 

General discussion on budget: p, 199 
Poisoners in tbe Andamans: (fl.) pp# 
71, 79. # 

Debt Sgttlecueiit Boards: (Q> p, 27, 



I 


On adjournment motion relatixK to tJie 
hunger 'Strike of political prison&'s 
in the Andamans: p. 188. 
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Of rents under Bengal Tenancy Act: 

(Q.) P. 193. 

Extension * 

Of the Immoral Traffic Ac^,: (Q.) p. 

69. 

Faxlul Huq, The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. 

Adjournment motion regarding warn- 
ing issued by the Press Officer: pp. 
104y 102, 103. 

Bengal Tenancy Act Muharrirs: (Q.) 
pp. 65, 66. 

Duties of clerk in a jural Hub-Regis- 
try office: (Q.) pp. 64, 06. 

Qalbendha 

Cost of settlemeut operations in (Q.) 

p. 102. _ 

*;hote. Mr. Atul Krishna 

.\u the development of hydro- 
[K)Wer: (Q.) p. 117. 

- -’var Hosatnl, Mr. Shah 8yad 

*-• 't'nt motion regarding warn- 

•icd by the Press Officer: p. 

•••■ oiMcUNsioii on budget p. 241 ^ 

Mr. Tulsl Chandra 

*nke of political prisoners in 
Andamans: (Adjournment 

. pp. 164, 184. 

•in the Andamans (Q.) pp. 


<>f, at the Joint Session: p. 
~*r. C. 

disctfttioi^ o^ budget: pp. 


•*.f 




rvers of Criminal Courts: 
27. 

- the development of hydro- 
power:^ 110, 


Hatfna Murthad, Mrs. 

General discussion on budget: p. 207. 

Hindu and MussaMtan MuneHas (Q.) 

. P H3. 

Hungar-strlM ' 

Of political prisoners in the Andamans: 
(Adjournment nfbtion) : p. 164. 

Hydro-tfaetrio power 

Sites for the development of: (Q.) p. 
117. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Mr. v 

General discussion on budget: p. Jfr- 

Immoral Traffic Aot 

Extension of- (Q.) p. 69. 

Ispahan!, Mr. M.' A. H. 

Adjournment motion: p. 31. 

Jalaluddln Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 

General discussion on budget: p. 218. 

Jalpaigurl 

lVoceiKlingB of the 17th Annual 8es- 
1 sion of the Precess-server’s Associa- 
tion. (Q.) p. 161. 

Jalaluddln HathAtty, Mr. 8yto r 

Adjournment motion rrirnrtlipg mm. 
ing issued by the Press/5fficer : ffpNs 

96, 97. % i 

• 

Appointment ufw Inspectors and 
Auditors in the Co-operative Depart- 
ment: (Q.) pp. 06. 67. 

Brid&e over the Mahananda at Malda 
station ghat: (Q.) p. 68. * 

Debt Settlement Boards: (Q.) p. 28. 
Duties of clerks in a rural Sub- Registry 
Office. (Q.) p. 64. 

(tenoral discussion on budget: pp. 
225, 226. 

Prisoners in the Andamans: (Q.) p. 
72. 

Process-server* of Criminal Courts: 

(Q ) P. 27- , j 

Signing of Attendance Register by 
.members . p. 100, 

Sites for the development of hydro- 
electric power: {<&.)* pp. 118, 110. 
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MM MMiM 

Of the Bengal Legislative Council 
and the Bengal Legislative Assembly: 
p. 17. 


Khaitan, Mr. psM Prasad 



(Q) -p- 


Site* for the development of hydro- 
electric power: (Q.) p, 119. 


General discussion on budget: p. 126. 


Motion* 


Kumar, Mr. Atut cfondr* 

Bridge over the Mahananda at Malda 
station ghat: (Qt) p. 68. 


See "Adjournment motion*. ” 

MoxafVtmel Huq, Maulvl Md. 

General discussion on budget: p. 993. 


Loan Companloi 

And the Bengal Agricultural Debtors' 
Act: (Q.Fp. 63. 

MiBvshpur 

Road from Bongaon to, Jessore: (Q.1 

^ P- H* 

Mall, Mr. Adwaita Kumar 

Appointment of persons of Scheduled 
Castes in the diffeient coilectoratea 
of the BiirdwHii Division . (Q.) p. 

161. 

Malda station ghat 

Proposed bridge over the Mahananda 
at: (Q.) p. 68. 

Attendance of, iu the Assembly: l 

87 * * 

sftfcgSMng of Attendance Register by 
109.^ 

Mandal, Mr. BIrat yjlndra 

Amount realised as process-fees and 
paid to proceaa-aervera for the last 
3 years. (Q.) p. 115- 

Mohammad All, Khan Bahadur 

Appointment of Inspectors and 
Auditor* in the Co-operative Depart- 
ment: (Q.) p. 67. 

Debt Settlement Boards: (Q.) p. 28. 
General discussion on budget: p. 223. 

Moo hor jao, Mr. Byamap ratad 

Adjournment motion . regarding warn- 
ing Mvued by Press OAoor: p. 

9s. y 

Hunger-strike of political prisoners# in 
the Andamans: (Adjournment 

motion): 179, 188, 184. 


Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvl 

I xian Companies and the Bengal Agri- 
cultural Debtors’ Act: (Q.) p. 63. 

Muhammad lehaque, Maulvl m 

Process-servers of Bengal: (Q.) p. 
29. 

Muhammad I trad, Maulvl 

General discussion on budget: p. 146 

Muharrlrt 

Bengal Tenancy Act ^ ((jj p. 86. 

Mukhorjoi, Mr. B. 

General discussion on budget: p. 242. 

Mutttofc, ths Hovt’Mo Mr. Muhunda 
Boh ary 

Appointment of Inspectors and 
Auditon^ns the Co-ojwrative Depart- 
ment ;fQ.) pp. 06. 67, 68. 

^ Appointment of Scheduled Castes in 
the Co-operative IVpartment: (Q.) 
pp. 191, 192. 

Debt Settlement Boards: (Q.) pp. 27, 
28, 29 

Mulllefc, Mr. Pul In Bihar y 

General discussion on budget: p. 909. 

Mum!** 

* Hindu and Mussalman. (Q.) p. 113. 

MuahamiB Meaeeln, thtjfen’bl# Mawab, 
• 9 Khan BahadM* * 

Amount 9 r4i lined as pr o cess fees and 
paid to J pr oce* * s er ver* for the last 
3 year*: (Q.) pp. 116, 116. 

Hindu add Sfnssalman Mun*»f# P fQ.l a 
*• pp. 114, lid. 

Proosas ssrrsf* « (Qj p. 117. » 
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NarimuMin, th. Hon'bto KhwaMStr, jet. 

Adjournment motion regarding wsp- 
ing issued by the Press Officer: tp. 
106. 

Extension of Immoral Traffic Act: 
(Q-) p. 69. 

Hunger-strike of political prisoners in 
the Andamans: (Adjournment 

Motion): 173, 176-177, t 178, 

186-187. 

* 

Prisoners in the Andamans. (Q.) pp. 
89, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 76, 76. 


The following members took, — 

(if Ohoudhury, Matilvi Mafiasuddiu, 

(2) Campbell, ftir George, Kt. 

(3) Gommetor, Mr. K. 0., 

(4) Haywood, Mr. Rogers, 

(6) Mukherji, Mr. Dbirendra 
Narayan, 

(6) Masud All Khan Panni, 
M»ulvg. _ 

(7) M:!no Kobertson, Mr. C K. L., 
-..veil, Mr. J. W. R.. pp 26. 

. 'Tofsrsnoet pp. 26, 1(H). 


**a tmIi Prosanna 

‘>ut motion regarding warn- 
•*«d by the Press Officer, p. 


m : (Adjournment motion i . 


*ialrn*am p. 26. 


to the bye-election of a 
-*n member of the Upper 
•>y the European members of 
**embly: p. 31. 

to the bye-election of a 
*n ftiember of the Upper 
•mly of tKe AdLembbly. p. 83. 
to Division: p. ^18T. 


issued by: 

: p. 87. 


'(Adjournment 


i \Q ) P* 69. 


Of the 17th Annual Session of the 
Process-servers’ # Association, Jalpai- 
guri: (Q ) p. 161. 

Process-fees 

Amount realised as, anjl paid to pro- 
cess-servers foP* the last 3 years- 

(Q.) p. 116. 

Process-servers t (Q.) p . ne. 

Amount realised as process-fees and 
paid to, for the last 3 years: (Q.) 
p. 116. « 

Of Bengal. (Q.) p . 29. 

Of Criminal Courts: (Q ) p. 26. 

Prooess-tervsrs' Association 

ProcetnlingR of the 17th Annual Bes- 
s,on °f the Jnlpaiguri . (Q.) p. 161. 

Questions 

Rule regarding answering, w,thin a 
prescribed time: p. 160. 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Birendn Kishors 

Genera! discussion on budget dd 

‘ 232, 233. ' 

Reception 

Of Ins Excellency the Governor at the 
Joint Session, p. 17. — - 

Rents / 

Enhancement ot^mder Bengal Tenan- 
cy Act* (Q.) p. 193. 

Reed 

From Bongaon to Maheshpur, Jessore 
(Q-) p. 119. 

ftoy, The Hsn'ble Sir ftijey prosed 
Singh, Kt. 

Appointment of clerks by the District 
Magistrate and Collector of Dacca: 

(Q.) p. 30. 

Appointment o* persons of Scheduled 
Castes in the deferent collector* tea 
of the Bnrdwan Division: Sv(Q.) p . 

c 161, 

Bridge over the Mahan, ml* at Maids 
station ghat: (Q.) p. 68. 
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“ 6 . 

Cost of settlement operations in 
Gaibandba: (Q.) p. 193. 
Enhancement of rents under Bengal 
Tenancy Ag:t: (Q.) pp. 194, 195. 
Proceedings of the 17th Annual Ses- 
sion of the Proqpss-sorvers’ Associa- 
tion, Jalpaiguri: (Q.) p. 162. 
Process-servers of criminal courts: 
(Q.) PP- 26, 27. * 

Road from Bongaon to Maheshpur. 
Jesaore: (Q.) p. 120. 

Roy, Kumar dhib Bltekharsswar 

Prisoners m the Andamans: (Q.) p 
72. 

Jtoy, Mr. Kfran Sankar 

^Trimmers in the Amliy nans <Q.) PP* 
«S4, 70. 

Rulo 

Regarding answering questions within 
a prescribed tunc p 160. 

Rural Sub- Registry Ofhct 

Duties of clerk, in a <Q ) p 64 

Sadaruddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Process-servers of criminal courts 

(Q.) ^ 26. 

g jny al, Or. Nallfiakslta 
^Cftljouruntat motion regarding extern- 
ment of Vi/ Z%piau under section 

144(c): p. 197 ^ 

General discussion on budget p. 77. 
Point of order rogsrding time of reply 
to Assemlby questions- p ll*h 
Point of order relating to Division 

p. 187. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sskhar 

Hunger-strike of political prisoners in 
the Andamans. (Adjoarnment 
motion) pp. 171, 172. 

Barker, the Non'Me Mr, Nalftnl Raftja* 

Budget, presentation of, by: pp. 32, 
>, 37, 38, 30, *2, 44, 47, 54. 
discussion on budget: pp. 
252,^263, 254, 255, 256, 257, 259. t 
Proces s -se r rers of Bengal: (Q.) p. 
90. 


35, M, 

Genefjp 


General 

Sc h e du led 


Mr. R. M. 

discussion on budget: p. 903. 

Castas 

Appointment of, in the Co-operative 
Detriment: p. 191. 

Appointment of persons of, in the 
different oolloctorates of the Burd- 
en Division: (Q.) p. 161. 

8en, Bahu Magendra Nath 

Adjournment motion regarding warn- 
ing issued by the Press Officer: p. 
95. 

Amount realised as process-fees and 
paid to process-servers for the last 
3 years ) pp. 115, 116, 

Apjxuntmonl of Inspectors and 
Audit<»rs in the Co-operative De- 
partment . p. 66. 

Hindu and Mussulman Munsifs: (Q.) 
p. 114. 

Prtice** servers: (Q.) p. 117. 

Process-servers of ^trinvtnal courts: 
(Q.) p. 27. 

Hoad from Bongson to Maheshpur, 
Jessore. (Q.) p. 120. 

Seralul Islam, Mr. 

Hoad from Bongson to Maheshpur, 
Jessore (Q.) pp. 119, 120. 

ftstttsmsnr^psrattora 

w|<'ost of, in OaihAndbn 

Shahsdalf, Mr. 

( 'out of settlement 
(Jaibandha . (Q. ) p. 

8hamsuddtn Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Amount paid as process-fees and paid 
to pris'css-aervcrs for the last 8 
years (Q.) p. 116, 

^ General discussion on budget: p. 240. 

Shamsuddln Ahmad Khsndkar, Mr. 

General disposing on budget: pp. 

► 149, l£lj • 

SJngfca, Ba J Kshstra Nath 

General discussion on budget: p. 248. 

Proceedings of the 17th Annuli Ne#-» 

** sion of the ^process-servers’ Associa- 
tion, Jalpalgqri : 4Q.) p. 16B 


<Q ) P* 103. 


operations 

103. 


in 
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For the development of 
power: (Q.) p. 117. 


byd^b-elec^ric 


Adjournment motion regarding extern- 
ment of Mr. Zaman nnder section 
144(c): p. 198. 

Point of order relating to tb& bye- 
election of a European t member of 
the Upper Houie by the European 
members of the Assembly: pp. 32, 
88 . 

Ruled that it is convenient for mem- 
bers to sign the Attendance Regis- 
p. 109. 

Ruled that the copy of budget speech 
of Finance Minister will be supplied 
after the presentation of budget : 
p. 47. 

Ruled that the maidan speech of a 
member should be heard without 
interruption : p. 94. 

Ruled thatritjyp permitted to make a 
w.i.ijul survey of' the political and 

jttic actuation during the pre- 

• mn of budget: p. 36. 

. ogarding attendance of mem- 
p. 87. 


R^led regarding defamatory accusa- 
tion!: p. 158. • 

Ruled regarding possession of the 
House: p. 121. * 

Ruled regarding the' presence of 
Ministers during, budget discussion: 
p. 151. ' 

Ruled regarding written speeches: 
p. 34. 

t psso h 

Point of order regarding (written) : 
pp. ,32, 83, 155. , 

tuhrawardy, the Hon 'bis Mr. H. S. 

Adjournment motion regarding extern- 
ment of Mr. Zaman under section^ 
144(c): pp. 197, 198. / 

.Sites for the' development of hydro- 
electric power: (Q.) pp. 118, 119. 

Tamtzuddln Khan, Maulvl 

General discussion on budget: p. 221. 

Uday Chand Mahtab, Maharal Kumar 

General discussion on budget: p. 206. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

General discussion on budget- p. 211. 










